
Grace Baptist Church 
Scripture Reading Plan 

July 26-31, 2020 

Day 1 Acts 26:12-23


Discuss: 
1) How did Paul use the imagery of light and darkness in these verses? How did Paul use 

his testimony as a springboard to preach the gospel?


2) Paul spoke verses 17 and 18 to a Gentile Roman ruler.  Was he being “politically 
correct?” What do these verses tell us about political correctness?  How do we 
understand this in light of Paul’s words in 1 Cor. 9:19-23?


Day 2 Acts 26:24-32


Discuss: 
1)  Agrippa listened patiently while Paul referred to Gentiles as being darkened by sin, 

needing to turn from the power of Satan, and his heavenly vision (v.14-28.)  But 
apparently the reference to Jesus’ resurrection from the dead in v. 23 caused Agrippa to 
interrupt and say Paul was insane (v.24.)  Why does the resurrection elicit this response 
from Agrippa?  Should we expect a different response?


2)  Was this a victory or a defeat for Paul? Explain. How should we respond when people 
question or mock our faith?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+26:12-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+26:24-32&version=NIV


Day 3 Acts 27:1-12 


Discuss: 
1) Paul seems to be treated cordially at this point in his imprisonment.  To what can we 

attribute this?  (26:32)


2)  The passage doesn’t make it clear if Paul’s advice in v.10 is based on some prophetic 
word he received, or his own knowledge of the sea.  Which seems more likely to you? 
Why?


Day 4 Acts 27:13-20


Discuss: 
1) Which of the struggles detailed in these verses seems worst to you? When have you felt 

like you were at the mercy of a storm?


2)  Sometimes we face trials that are a result of personal sin, and sometimes we face trails 
that are a result of living in a world that’s corrupted by sin.  Which seems to be the case 
in this passge?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+27:1-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+27:13-20&version=NIV


Day 5 Acts 27:20-38


Discuss: 
1) In verses 22-25, Paul claims that no on one on the ship will die.  Then in verse 31he 

claims they won’t be saved unless everyone stays on the boat. How do we reconcile 
v.22-25 with v.31?


2)  For further reading, consider this excerpt from Tom Schreiner.  Do you agree with his 
assessment of this passage?  (full article available at https://equip.sbts.edu/
publications/journals/journal-of-theology/sbjt-21-spring-1998/perseverance-and-
assurance-a-survey-and-a-proposal/ )


Are there any scriptural examples in which God’s promise is unbreakable 
and yet the warning is to be taken seriously? Of course, I would maintain 
that scripture is suffused with such examples. But perhaps it will help if 
we illustrate such a theme from a text which is not soteriological in 
nature. The shipwreck story in Acts 27 is one of the most colorful in the 
scriptures. The storm struck with such fury that all aboard despaired of 
liv- ing (Ac 27:13-19). Paul, however, received a word from the Lord that 
every single person on the ship would be saved, i.e., every single 
person’s life would be preserved (27:20-26). The word that all aboard the 
ship would live was a divine promise, pledging safety for all. Some of us 
might be inclined to relax and “take it easy” after receiving such a 
promise. Paul, on the other hand, did not think that such a promise ruled 
out the need for admonitions and warnings. This is clear as we read on 
in the narrative. The sailors feigned that they were merely lowering 
anchors, when actually they intended to lower the lifeboat and escape 
the ship (Ac 27:29-32). Paul responded by warning the centurion that if 
the sailors left the ship the lives of those on board would not be 
preserved. Why would Paul even bother to admonish the centurion 
about the scheme of the sailors? After all, he already had received a 
promise from an angel that everyone on the boat would escape with 
their lives. Paul did not reason the way many of us do today, “God 
has promised that the lives of all will be saved, therefore, any 
warning is superfluous.” No, the urgent warning was the very 
means by which the promise was secured. The promise did not 
come to pass apart from the warning but through it. This same 
approach should be applied to the promises and threats in the 
scriptures regarding our salvation. It is by means of taking the warnings 
seriously that the promise of our salvation is secured.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+27:20-38&version=NIV
https://equip.sbts.edu/publications/journals/journal-of-theology/sbjt-21-spring-1998/perseverance-and-assurance-a-survey-and-a-proposal/
https://equip.sbts.edu/publications/journals/journal-of-theology/sbjt-21-spring-1998/perseverance-and-assurance-a-survey-and-a-proposal/
https://equip.sbts.edu/publications/journals/journal-of-theology/sbjt-21-spring-1998/perseverance-and-assurance-a-survey-and-a-proposal/

