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GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US

The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain 
that because God created everything, He is in charge of 
everything. Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell kids that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us 
from God. Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must 
punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we 
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES. Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever 
received?” Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving 
His life, and He gives us His righteousness. God sees us as if we 
lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever!  
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to 
make. Ask: “Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can 
turn from self and sin and turn to Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.
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Teach the Story

Communicate the day’s 
Bible story and discover 

God’s big story.

• Big Picture Question
• Giant Timeline
• Bible Story

• Missions Moment
• Key Passage
• Sing

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 

between segments. 

• Opening Activities
• Activity Page

Introduce the Story

Build relationships 
with kids and 

introduce the day’s 
Bible story through 
engaging activities.

Preparation

Pray for your kids and contact 
families during the week. Gather and 

prepare session materials.

• Pray for your kids
• Send a parent email
• Print/download printables
• Assemble supplies
• Prepare videos

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
Familiarize yourself with the content 

and context of the Bible story and how it 
relates to God’s plan of redemption.

Bible Study 
at a Glance

Jesus the Servant
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Small Group Option

• Key Passage Activity
• Discussion & Bible Skills
• Closing Activities
• Journal & Prayer

Apply the Story

Reinforce the Bible story for multiple 
learning styles and lead kids to apply 
what they learned as they take part in 

God’s big story.

Suggested times
The times provided allow you to complete the session plan in an hour and fifteen minutes. 
Lengthen or shorten the session as needed.

Missions Moment 
Introduce kids to missions and encourage them to take the gospel to the 
nations with designated missions awareness activities.

Make it fit Customize the session plan to fit the needs
of your church or classroom.

1)  Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and 
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and complete 
one of the activity options together.

2)  Transition to an area in your room designated as the “Teach the Story” area. 
Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit 
your space, resources, and schedule.

3)  Move to another area of your room for “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the story 
point and Christ connection. Help kids apply what they have learned. Dismiss 
kids according to your kids ministry policies and procedures.

Small Group and 
Large Group Option

1)  Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and 
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and then 
complete one activity option together.

2)  Use the countdown video or other transition to move to the large group 
room. Join the other small groups for “Teach the Story.” Watch the Bible 
story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit your space, 
resources, and time constraints.

3)  Return to small group rooms to “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the Bible story’s 
story point and Christ connection. Dismiss kids according to your kids 
ministry policies and procedures.

Jesus the Servant

3Jesus the Servant



Key Passage: 
Isaiah 53:4-5

Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create people? God created people to worship 
Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Session 1:
Jesus Healed Ten Men
Luke 17
Story Point: 
Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved.

Session 2: 
Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl
Mark 5
Story Point: 
Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.

Session 3:
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame
John 5
Story Point: 
Jesus healed a man who could not walk.

Unit 22: Jesus the Healer

Session 1:
Jesus Healed Ten Men
Luke 17
Story Point: Jesus healed ten men, 
and one was saved.

Session 2: 
Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl
Mark 5
Story Point: Jesus healed a woman 
and raised a girl from the dead.

Session 3:
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was 
Lame
John 5
Story Point: Jesus healed a man 
who could not walk.

Session 4:
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was 
Blind
John 9
Story Point: Jesus gave sight to a 
man who was blind.

Unit Description:
In the Old Testament, God gave the prophets Elijah and Elisha power to heal 
diseases and raise the dead. Jesus is greater than the prophets. Jesus not only 
healed the sick and raised the dead, He also defeated sin and death once and 
for all when He died on the cross and rose again. Jesus will return one day and 
eliminate sickness and suffering forever.

Key Passage: 
Isaiah 53:4-5

Big Picture Question: 
Why did God create people? God created people 
to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
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Session 4:
Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
John 9
Story Point: 
Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.

Session 5:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Session 6:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Jesus Healed a Man Who 
Was Blind 
Jesus gave sight to a man who was 
blind.

Jesus Healed a Man Who 
Was Lame 
Jesus healed a man who could not walk.

Jesus Healed a Woman and 
a Girl
Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl 
from the dead.

Jesus Healed Ten Men
Jesus healed ten men, and one was 
saved.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 18

Unit 22 • Session 1

Unit 22 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Luke 17

STORY POINT:  
Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Isaiah 53:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did God create people? God 

created people to worship Him, love 
Him, and show His glory.

Jesus Healed 
Ten Men
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1

Unit 22 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when He stopped in a village. He was 
approached by ten men who had leprosy. The men didn’t get too close 
because according to Jewish law, their disease meant they were unclean. 
Leviticus 13–14 details the law regarding skin diseases such as leprosy. A 
person had to go to a priest for a diagnosis, isolated himself from others, 
and then—after healing occurred—returned to the priest to be examined, 
cleansed, and restored to the community.

The men cried out to Jesus for mercy, and He commanded them to go and 
show themselves to the priests. As they went, Jesus miraculously healed 
them. This healing gave the men a new beginning. They would be able to 
return to their friends and family members. One of the men—a Samaritan 
among Jews—seeing that he was healed, returned to Jesus.

Luke tells us how this man responded: “He … gave glory to God. He fell 
facedown at [Jesus’] feet, thanking him” (Luke 17:15-16). This humility 
and gratitude were evidences of faith. The man’s response shows an 
understanding of God’s mercy and goodness. Jesus declared, “Get up and 
go on your way. Your faith has saved you” (v. 19). This man was healed not 
just physically but spiritually.

The Bible says all of us have sinned. Our sin makes us unclean, but we 
can cry out to God like the men with leprosy: “Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us!” God hears our prayers and answers. (See Ps. 51:17.) The gospel 
welcomes everyone who turns from sin and trusts in Jesus.

As you teach kids, emphasize that when we trust in Jesus by faith, He heals 
us from something greater than a disease; He saves us from our sins. We 
can give Him thanks and worship Him for making us new.
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Jesus Healed Ten Men
Luke 17

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when He entered a village. Ten 
men cried out to Him, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” The men 
did not come close to Jesus because they had a skin disease called 

leprosy.
Jesus saw them and said, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” Jesus wanted 
the men to follow the law God had 

given to Moses. The law said a 
person who had a skin disease 

had to go to a priest to be 
examined when the disease 
was gone. The priest and the 
person had to follow certain 
rules so the person could live 
a normal life among people 
again.

As they went, the ten men 
were miraculously healed. 

One of the men, seeing that 
he was healed, went back to 

Jesus. He praised God and fell 
facedown at Jesus’ feet, thanking 

Him over and over. This man wasn’t a 
Jew; he was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked the man, “Weren’t ten men 
cleansed? Where are the others?” Only this 

man—a foreigner—had returned to give thanks and praise to God.
Jesus told him, “Get up and go on your way. Your faith has 

saved you.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use people 
figures: Display 
one figure for 
Jesus and ten 
figures for the men 
with leprosy. Move 
around the figures 
to reflect their 
movement during 
the story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use various voices 
for each speaker. 
Distinguish between 
Jesus, the group of 
men, and the one 
man who returned.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Healed Ten Men
Luke 17

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when He entered a village. Ten 
men cried out to Him, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” The men 
did not come close to Jesus because they had a skin disease called 

leprosy.
Jesus saw them and said, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” Jesus wanted 
the men to follow the law God had 

given to Moses. The law said a 
person who had a skin disease 

had to go to a priest to be 
examined when the disease 
was gone. The priest and the 
person had to follow certain 
rules so the person could live 
a normal life among people 
again.

As they went, the ten men 
were miraculously healed. 

One of the men, seeing that 
he was healed, went back to 

Jesus. He praised God and fell 
facedown at Jesus’ feet, thanking 

Him over and over. This man wasn’t a 
Jew; he was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked the man, “Weren’t ten men 
cleansed? Where are the others?” Only this 

man—a foreigner—had returned to give thanks and praise to God.
Jesus told him, “Get up and go on your way. Your faith has 

saved you.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use people 
figures: Display 
one figure for 
Jesus and ten 
figures for the men 
with leprosy. Move 
around the figures 
to reflect their 
movement during 
the story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use various voices 
for each speaker. 
Distinguish between 
Jesus, the group of 
men, and the one 
man who returned.

Christ Connection: Jesus healed the ten men who cried out 
to Him. The one who had faith was saved. When we trust 
in Jesus by faith, He heals us from something greater than a 
disease; He saves us from our sins. We can give Him thanks and 
worship Him for making us new.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed Ten Men
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 17
STORY POINT: Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they received something they really wanted. How did they 
react? Did they thank the person who gave it to them?
SAY • Sometimes, we forget to say thank you when 

someone does something kind or gives us a gift. 
Today we will talk about a time Jesus did something 
wonderful for ten men. How many do you think said 
thank you?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Just One” activity page. 
Challenge the kids to figure out which picture is different 
from all the others. 
SAY • At first, it may seem that all ten of those men in the 

picture are identical. But one is slightly different. In 
our story today, we will learn that Jesus healed ten 
men who all had the same disease. Of the ten, nine 
reacted to Jesus’ healing them the same way and one 
reacted differently. 

• “Just One” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Spot the difference
Help the kids form pairs. Instruct each pair of kids to face 
and study each other. After a few moments, the kids will 
turn away from each other, and each kid will change one 
aspect of her appearance, such as untying a shoe, raising an 
eyebrow, removing glasses, and so forth. Then, the kids will 
turn to face each other again. The first kid in each pair who 
correctly identifies the change in her partner will move on 
to find another partner. The other kids will sit out. 
SAY • That was tricky! In our story today, we will learn 

about a group of ten men who seemed pretty similar. 
All of them were suffering with the same skin disease. 
When Jesus healed them, it changed their lives! One 
man had an even bigger change in his life besides just 
being healed. 

OPTION 2: Get-well-soon cards
Provide each kid with a sheet of heavyweight paper. Help 
the kids to fold the sheets in half to make cards. Instruct 
the kids to write kind messages inside the cards and draw 
pictures on the outside. You may choose to provide the kids 
with the names of people in your church who are sick, or 
you may encourage the kids to write the cards for someone 
else they know. 
SAY • Writing a sweet card to people who are sick can be 

a great way to lift their spirits and help them trust 
God to help in hard times. Today we will learn about 
something Jesus did to help ten sick men.

Transition to teach the story

• heavyweight paper
• markers or crayons
• pens or pencils

Note: Ensure you 
have permission 
from any people 
whose prayer needs 
you wish to share 
with the kids. 
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room to 
look like an inventor’s lab or workshop. Hang a pegboard 
with outlines where tools might hang. Place a table near 
the center of the stage, and add electronics components 
and supplies. You may also choose to display the theme 
background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing safety glasses and casual clothing under 
a greasy apron or coveralls.]
LEADER • Hello there. Welcome to my workshop. I’m an 

inventor. My job is to look around at the world and 
see problems that don’t have solutions. Then I come 
up with solutions.

For example, over hundreds of years ago, when 
the sun went down, there were pretty few options 
to light up a room. Large fires were too dangerous 
to use inside, and candles tended to be somewhat 
dim. In the late 1800s, electricity was being used 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed Ten Men
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 17
STORY POINT: Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
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for lots of different things, but it wasn’t until 1879 
that Thomas Edison patented a device that we’d 
recognize as a lightbulb. The problem was darkness; 
the solution was electric lighting.

That reminds me of Jesus. He is the solution to 
a different kind of darkness. And when He was 
on earth, many people realized He is the solution 
to other problems: sickness, disease, and other 
disorders. Let me tell you about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we talk about Jesus’ wonderful healing 
miracles, let’s focus on a big picture question: Why 
did God create people? Understanding why God 
made us will help us live for Him and understand 
why Jesus loves people. We’ll review the answer later.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • In the beginning, God created everything, and 

everything was perfect. Part of God’s perfect creation 
was a man, Adam, and a woman, Eve. Sadly, they 
chose to disobey God, and ever since then the world 
has been broken by sin. Thankfully, God had a 
wonderful plan to fix sin. God sent Jesus. 

When Jesus was grown, He began His ministry. He 
traveled around healing, doing miracles, and teaching 
people about God. For the next few weeks, we will 
look closely at the wonderful ways Jesus healed 
people. Our story this week is called “Jesus Healed 
Ten Men.”

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Luke 17. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Jesus Healed Ten Men.”
LEADER • Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved. It’s 

important to see that the man who was healed and 
saved didn’t earn salvation by returning to say thank 
you. Jesus said it was his faith that saved him. That 
man understood that Jesus had healed them, and he 
had faith in Jesus. 

It is also important to note that Jesus did not take 
away the healing from the men who didn’t worship 
God or come say thank you. Jesus’ love doesn’t 
depend on whether or not we love Him. He didn’t 
wait for the men to worship Him before offering 
healing. This can help us understand how we ought 
to respond to Jesus.

The gift of salvation is given to everyone who has 
faith. We don’t have to earn it by doing good deeds 
or worshiping God. However, when God saves us by 
grace through faith, our hearts are transformed, and 
we become people who love and worship God. The 
Holy Spirit helps us love and obey God. He guides 
us to make good choices. 

In fact, worshiping God is what we were made to 
do. We cannot experience the best God has to offer 
unless we are worshiping Him and living for His 
glory. That brings us to our big picture question and 
helps us see the answer. Why did God create people? 
God created people to worship Him, love Him, and 
show His glory.

• Bibles
• “Jesus Healed Ten 

Men” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus healed the ten men who cried out to Him. 

The one who had faith was saved. When we trust in 
Jesus by faith, He heals us from something greater 
than a disease; He saves us from our sins. We can 
give Him thanks and worship Him for making us 
new.

Worshiping Jesus is something we were made to 
do. Before we have salvation, we cannot worship 
God, but when we are saved by grace through faith, 
our hearts transform. We begin to love and worship 
God. Everything we do can be worship if we do it 
with hearts that love God and want to glorify Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 22, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why God wants us to worship 
Him. Guide them to discuss what traits of God fill them 
with love and praise for God.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Play the “Introduction to Amy Carmichael” 
missions video. 
LEADER • A long time ago, a missionary named Amy 

Carmichael saw many people who—like the ten 
men with the skin disease—needed to be healed. 
She knew that Jesus healed ten men, and one was 
saved. Amy wanted the people around her to have 
their bodies healed, but also be saved from their sin 
by trusting in Jesus as Savior. 

Close in prayer, thanking God for missionaries like Amy 
Carmichael and any missionaries your church supports.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 22, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Introduction to 
Amy Carmichael” 
missions video
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Isaiah 53:4-5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • This key passage teaches us that long before Jesus 

came to earth as a human prophets spoke about Him 
as a healer. When Jesus was on earth healing people, 
He was proving who He is: the Messiah. When 
Jesus died on the cross, He did the most important 
healing: He made the way for us to be saved from sin 
and healed from the damage sin causes in our lives. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus is our Healer. He works miracles in our lives 
to save us from sin and heal us from the damage sin 
causes. Let’s praise Him like we were created to do.

Sing together “Miracle Maker.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for sending Jesus. Help us love 

You and obey You. Thank You that we can be saved 
from sin by faith and healed from the damage sin 
causes. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “By His Wounds 

(Isaiah 53:4-5)” song

• “Miracle Maker” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed Ten Men
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 17
STORY POINT: Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Print the “Key Passage Bandages” printable and cut apart 
each bandage. Use a small bit of tape on the back of each to 
make them adhesive. You may choose to make more than 
one set for larger groups. Provide each kid with a bandage 
and challenge kids to place the key passage in the correct 
order by sticking their bandages to a focal wall. 
SAY • The prophet Isaiah wrote these words about Jesus 

hundreds of years before Jesus was born. This passage 
tells us that Jesus would take on our sickness and 
bring us healing. Jesus healed people from disease 
and died on the cross to remove our sin and heal us 
from the damage sin causes. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Luke 17 using 
a table of contents, if needed. Remind the kids how to use 
the large chapter and small verse numbers. Ask a volunteer 
to explain which New Testament division Luke is in and 
what that division contains. (Gospels; the stories of Jesus’ 
ministry on earth including His death and resurrection) Invite 
a strong reader to read Luke 17:17-19. 

• Key Passage Poster
• “Key Passage 

Bandages” printable.
• scissors
• tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How many men did Jesus heal of leprosy? (ten, 

Luke 17:17)
2. How many returned to praise Jesus and thank Him? 

(one, Luke 17:15-16)
3. Why did Jesus say the one Samaritan was saved? 

(because of his faith, Luke 17:19)
4. Do you feel more like the man who thanked Jesus, 

or the nine who did not? Encourage kids to share their 
thoughts and try to answer honestly. Be prepared to share 
your own experience of times you honored God for His 
goodness and times you struggled to. Help kids to see that 
our sinful hearts often take God’s goodness for granted. 
We expect only good and forget that God can use hard 
times for His glory.

5. How do you show God you are thankful to Him? 
Guide kids to discuss the different ways we can give 
thanks to, glorify, and honor God. Help them see that 
we can worship God in our words and with our actions. 
Remind them that obedience to God, parents, and 
teachers is a great way to show God you trust and love 
Him. We can also show His love to others.

6. When might it be difficult to show God you love 
Him and are thankful? Help kids see that when we 
are in the midst of difficult times, such as when we are 
sick or in pain, we might find it difficult to see God’s 
work around us. Encourage kids that everything God 
does is for His glory and our good, even in the middle of 
difficult or sad circumstances.

SAY • Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved. The man 
who was saved had faith in Jesus and glorified God 
for what He had done. We can glorify God too.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

 OPTION 1: Dream house
Print the “Types of Houses” printable. Tape the 

pages around the room. Invite kids to walk around the 
room, look at each house, and then stand next to the one 
they would choose to live in. Ask why they would like to 
live in that particular house. Stand next to the rundown 
shack. Ask kids if they would be willing to go where God 
wanted them to go, even if it meant living in a house that 
isn’t very nice.
SAY • We don’t often choose difficult things if we have the 

option for nice things. Missionary Amy Carmichael 
chose to live in very difficult places. She wanted to 
live very close to the people she was trying to help. 
She started Bible studies in the places she lived. God 
used Amy Carmichael to lead people to Jesus.

As you grow and become more like Jesus, He 
will change your heart to want to obey Him and go 
where He wants you to go, even if it’s somewhere 
difficult or uncomfortable. You can be a part of God’s 
mission to share the gospel with the whole world!

 

OPTION 2: Stuck on Jesus
Provide each kid with a 2-by-4-inch piece of felt. Instruct 
the kids to draw a bandage shape and cut it out. Help 
the kids attach an adhesive magnet to the back of their 
bandages. Then, ask the kids to write Jesus heals on their 
bandages. 
SAY • Jesus healed ten men, and one was saved. When a 

person believes that Jesus died on the cross for her sin 
and rose from the dead, she is saved. When we are 
saved, God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us love 

• “Types of Houses” 
printable

• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• felt
• scissors
• markers
• adhesive magnets
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and obey God. Over time, Jesus heals the damage 
sin causes in our lives. Although physical healing is 
a blessing, being saved from sin and healed of the 
damage it causes is the best thing we can receive from 
Jesus.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

Unit 22 • Session 2

Unit 22 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Mark 5

STORY POINT:  
Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl 

from the dead.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Isaiah 53:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did God create people? God 

created people to worship Him, love 
Him, and show His glory.

Jesus Healed a 
Woman and a Girl
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2

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus had just returned from the region of the Gerasenes, where He had 
healed a man with an unclean spirit. He crossed the Sea of Galilee and 
came on shore, where He was surrounded by a large crowd of people. 
News of Jesus’ teachings and healings was spreading, and people wanted 
to see Jesus. They wanted to learn from Him and be healed.

Jairus, a leader in the synagogue, came to Jesus in crisis. His daughter was 
at the point of death. Without Jesus’ help, she would surely die. Jesus went 
with Jairus, but as He walked, a woman in the crowd came up behind Him 
and touched His robes. She too was desperate for healing. The woman 
believed that Jesus’ power was strong enough to heal her even if all she did 
was touch His robe. Because she had faith, Jesus healed her.

Imagine Jairus’ devastation when he heard that his daughter had died. The 
people suggested that Jesus was too late to help her, but Jesus proved them 
wrong. He went to Jairus’ house and raised the little girl from the dead.

Through His healing miracles, Jesus showed His power as the Messiah. 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save people from sin and death. 
When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sins and changes us to be more 
like His Son.

As you teach kids, point out that the woman and the father of the little girl 
came to Jesus in faith. They needed Jesus’ help, and they trusted in Jesus’ 
power to heal. After Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, He 
ascended to heaven. Even though Jesus is not physically on earth today, we 
can pray and ask God to heal people who are sick. Whether or not God 
grants immediate physical healing, we can rest knowing that He brings 
ultimate healing through His Son, Jesus.

23Jesus the Healer



Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl
Mark 5

Jesus stood on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, and a large crowd 
gathered around Him. Jairus (JIGH ruhs), one of the leaders in the 
synagogue, fell at Jesus’ feet and begged for His help.

“My daughter is about to die! Please come touch her 
so she will be healed and live,” he said. Jesus 

went with Jairus, and many people 
followed, crowding around Him.

In the crowd was a woman 
who had been bleeding for 

12 years. She had seen many 
doctors and had spent all her 
money trying to get better, 
but no one could help her. 
She was getting worse. The 
woman said to herself, “If I 
touch even Jesus’ clothes, I 
will be healed.”

She came up behind Jesus 
in the crowd and touched 

His clothes. Immediately, her 
bleeding stopped and she knew 

she was healed.
At that moment, Jesus felt that 

power had gone out of Him. He turned 
around. “Who touched My clothes?” He 

asked. Jesus’ disciples pointed out that many people 
were crowded around Him. But Jesus kept looking around. The 
woman, knowing she was healed, came forward and fell before 
Jesus. She told Him what had happened.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Vary your voice: 
Distinguish various 
dialogue by changing 
the tone of your voice 
for each person.

• Use movement: 
As you tell the story, 
move across the room 
to reflect Jesus’ 
travels.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl
Mark 5

Jesus stood on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, and a large crowd 
gathered around Him. Jairus (JIGH ruhs), one of the leaders in the 
synagogue, fell at Jesus’ feet and begged for His help.

“My daughter is about to die! Please come touch her 
so she will be healed and live,” he said. Jesus 

went with Jairus, and many people 
followed, crowding around Him.

In the crowd was a woman 
who had been bleeding for 

12 years. She had seen many 
doctors and had spent all her 
money trying to get better, 
but no one could help her. 
She was getting worse. The 
woman said to herself, “If I 
touch even Jesus’ clothes, I 
will be healed.”

She came up behind Jesus 
in the crowd and touched 

His clothes. Immediately, her 
bleeding stopped and she knew 

she was healed.
At that moment, Jesus felt that 

power had gone out of Him. He turned 
around. “Who touched My clothes?” He 

asked. Jesus’ disciples pointed out that many people 
were crowded around Him. But Jesus kept looking around. The 
woman, knowing she was healed, came forward and fell before 
Jesus. She told Him what had happened.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Vary your voice: 
Distinguish various 
dialogue by changing 
the tone of your voice 
for each person.

• Use movement: 
As you tell the story, 
move across the room 
to reflect Jesus’ 
travels.

Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you. 
Go in peace. You are healed.”

While Jesus was speaking, some men came from 
Jairus’ house and told Jairus, “Your daughter is dead. Do 
not bother Jesus anymore.”

Jesus heard what the men said, and He told Jairus, 
“Do not be afraid. Just believe.”

Jesus and three of His disciples went to Jairus’ house. 
People there were crying and wailing loudly. “Why are 
you crying?” Jesus asked. “The child is not dead. She is 
sleeping.”

The people laughed because they did not believe Jesus, 
and He told them all to leave. Jesus took Jairus and his 
wife into the room where the child was. He took the girl 
by the hand and said, “Little girl, get up.”

Immediately, the girl got up and began walking 
around. Jairus and his wife were amazed. Jesus told them 
to give the girl some food and to not tell anyone what had 
happened.

Christ Connection: By healing the woman and raising the 
little girl from the dead, Jesus showed His power as the Messiah. 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save people from sin 
and death. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sins and 
changes us to be more like His Son.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time they 
tried to fix something that was broken. What was broken, 
and how did they try to fix it?
SAY • Over time, everything wears out. Sometimes things 

break. Even our bodies wear out and stop working 
they way they are supposed to. When that happens, 
usually we will go see a doctor, but what about when 
a doctor cannot help? Today we will hear a story 
about a time a woman had a problem no doctor 
could solve. Who do you think fixed things?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Through the Crowd” activity 
page. Ask kids to find and circle: one woman touching 
Jesus’ clothes, four people without shoes, and eight Roman 
soldiers.
SAY • What a big crowd! Great job finding the people 

hidden in the crowd. Today we will learn about a 
time Jesus looked for one woman in a large crowd.

• “Through the Crowd” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Secret touch
Select one child to sit at the front of the group facing away 
from the other kids. She will close her eyes. Then, silently 
select a second child who will gently pat the first kid’s 
shoulder before returning to his seat. Next, invite the first 
kid to open her eyes and turn to face the group. She must 
guess who tapped her. If she is correct, allow the kid who 
tapped her to take her place. Otherwise, allow the kid she 
guessed to take her place. Play as time allows.
SAY • It can be hard to know who touched you even when 

you know it was only one person. How much harder 
would it be to pick out a single person’s touch from 
a crowd of people all close enough to be touching? 
Today our story is about a time Jesus searched for 
a single person who touched Him in a crowd of 
people. 

OPTION 2: Marble run
Before the session, draw out a 1-inch grid on a square of 
cardboard. At each intersection of the grid lines, place a 
push pin. You may use a ruler to help keep the grid 
spacing even. During the session, allow the kids to 
take turns trying to roll a marble from one side of the 
cardboard to the other without hitting any push pins. 
SAY • Wow, that was nearly impossible! Imagine trying 

to work your way through a crowd without 
touching anyone else. That would also be 
difficult. Today we will hear about what happened 
when Jesus was working His way through a crowd.

Transition to teach the story

• 5-by-5-inch 
cardboard square

• pen
• push pins
• ruler (optional)
• marbles

Tip: For an added 
challenge and 
easier setup, place 
the push pins into 
the cardboard in an 
unorganized way,
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing safety glasses and casual clothing under 
a greasy apron or coveralls.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! Welcome back to my workshop. 

I am an inventor. That means I look at problems in 
the world and try to build devices that can help solve 
those problems. Sometimes, while we inventors work 
on one problem, we accidentally invent something 
we never meant to! 

Take Lonnie G. Johnson for example. While trying 
to work out a new kind of heat pump that would 
be more energy efficient, he ended up inventing 
a popular kind of toy water gun! In that case, the 
problem Johnson’s invention solved was “how to 
have the most fun possible on a hot summer day.”

In some ways, thinking about accidental inventions 
makes me think of our Bible story today. Nothing 
God does is ever on accident, but in our story, we 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
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will see that Jesus healed a woman while He was 
in the process of helping another person with his 
problem. In fact, the woman didn’t even speak to 
Jesus until after she was healed. I’ll tell you about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into our story, it’s important to 
remember our big picture question and answer. 
Why did God create people? God created people 
to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory. 
God did not need us, but He wanted to show His 
goodness and glory through us. He created us so 
we could glorify and love Him. God knew that we 
would choose to disobey Him, which would bring 
about pain, sickness, and death. God created us for 
His glory anyway. He sent Jesus to show us His glory 
and love by dying for our sin and rising again on the 
third day.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Jesus came to earth as a baby, but His ministry 

began when He grew into an adult. He traveled 
around healing people, teaching about God, and 
doing miracles to prove He is the Messiah. Last week 
we learned that Jesus healed ten men, and one was 
saved. This week we will hear about two people Jesus 
healed: a young girl and a grown woman. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Mark 5. Use the Bible storytelling tips 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Healed a 

Woman and a Girl” 
video

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
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on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl.”
LEADER • I love this story so much. Notice that Jesus 

pointed to the woman’s faith. She was so certain Jesus 
is the Messiah, she knew just touching His clothing 
could heal her. It wasn’t the act of touching His robe 
that healed her. That was simply the moment the 
healing happened. Jesus said it was her faith in Him.

Sometimes I stop and think about how Jairus must 
have felt. He believed Jesus could heal his daughter, 
but he was probably feeling very nervous and rushed. 
He wanted Jesus to come right away. If I were in that 
situation, a large crowd would have made me feel 
impatient and frustrated. Jairus might have felt that 
way too. 

When Jesus stopped to ask about someone 
touching His clothes, I can’t help but imagine how 
I’d have reacted. I might have thought something like 
Um, hello? Did You forget about my daughter? Do we 
really have time for this question about Your clothing?! 
But Jesus’ power isn’t limited by time or even space.

Jesus didn’t need to arrive on time, lay hands on 
her, or even travel to her at all. If Jesus had wanted 
to, He could have simply said, “Your daughter is 
healed,” and it would have been true. By going 
through the steps of traveling to her, Jesus was 
making more opportunities for God’s glory to be 
revealed to us.

Christ connection
LEADER • By healing the woman and raising the little 

girl from the dead, Jesus showed His power as the 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

30 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 22 • Session 2



Messiah. Jesus died on the cross and rose again to 
save people from sin and death. When we trust in 
Jesus, God forgives our sins and changes us to be 
more like His Son.

His healing of the woman showed His compassion 
and love and helped prove His identity as God the 
Son. I bet that woman worshiped God and glorified 
Him after that. And by arriving after the little girl 
had died, Jesus was able to show His power, not 
just over sickness, but over death too. I think Jairus 
and his family probably glorified God after their 
experience as well.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 22, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they can show love to 
people who are sick or hurting. Guide them to discuss what 
they want others to do when they are sick or hurting.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

 Display a world map and the “Amy Carmichael 
Photo” printable. Write Ireland, Japan, and India on 
separate index cards. Ask volunteers to choose a card and 
find that country on a world map. Be ready to offer hints to 
help them identify these countries.
LEADER • Missionary Amy Carmichael was born in 

Ireland. She served as a missionary in Japan and 
then in India. She lived in India for 56 years, serving 
children in an orphanage and teaching them about 
Jesus. They called her Amma, which means “mother.” 

Amy believed in the power of Jesus in the children’s 
lives. She knew about the miracles that Jesus did, like 

• “Unit 22, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Amy Carmichael 
Photo” printable

• world map
• marker
• index cards
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when Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from 
the dead. That same Jesus loved the children of India 
when Amy served there, and He loves them today.

Close in prayer for missionaries around the world, including 
any missionaries your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Isaiah 53:4-5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Jesus not only healed sickness and death when 

He was on earth, He also took our sin and died on 
the cross for it. When we trust in Him, we gain His 
righteousness. God forgives our sins and makes us 
new creatures who will live with Him forever.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus deserves all our praise because He is God’s 
Son, the Messiah. He’s a miracle maker!

Sing together “Miracle Maker.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for sending Your Son to rescue 

us from sin. Help us trust You, love You, and obey 
Your Word. Heal us from the damage sin does in our 
lives. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “By His Wounds 

(Isaiah 53:4-5)” song

• “Miracle Maker” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Read the key passage aloud with your group. Then cover a 
word or two using sticky notes and say the passage again. 
Continue covering words or phrases until the kids say 
the entire passage from memory. Encourage the kids to 
continue working on the key passage.
SAY • This key passage was written about Jesus long before 

Jesus was born as a human baby. God gave Isaiah 
exactly the right words to help people understand 
what the Messiah would be like and what He would 
do. Isaiah explained that the Messiah would be a 
servant. He would take on sickness and pain that 
were not His and fix those problems for His people. 
Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 
dead, and He died on the cross to take away sin for 
everyone who has faith in Him. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Mark 5. If 
necessary, review how to use a Bible’s table of contents and 
the chapter and verse numbers to find specific passages. You 
may select a strong reader to read verses 39–42. 

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who was Jairus? (a leader in the synagogue and father 

to a dying girl, Mark 5:22-23)
2. How long had the older woman been suffering with 

her sickness? (12 years, Mark 5:25)
3. How did the people outside Jairus’ house react when 

Jesus said the girl wasn’t dead? (They laughed. They 
had no faith; Mark 5:39-40)

4. What can we do if someone we know is sick or 
hurting? Guide kids to think about ways to show love 
to others who are going through difficult circumstances. 
Help them see that praying for others is the strongest tool 
we have against hard times. Remind them that Jesus 
doesn’t promise our lives will be easy or pain free, but we 
can trust Him to always do what is right.

5. How can we show our faith in Jesus? Help kids 
brainstorm ways to share their faith with others by 
giving God credit when they succeed, talking about 
what they learn in church, or telling others about the 
ways Jesus has helped them overcome difficult times.

6. How can we glorify God if someone we love isn’t 
healed when we ask God to heal them? Guide kids 
to see that our hope is not in physical healing but in 
the restoration of the world that will come when Jesus 
returns. Help them see that people who have faith in 
Jesus will live eternally with God, no matter what hard 
times they go through now.

SAY • Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 
dead. Jesus has power over sickness and death. When 
we have faith, Jesus raises us to new life in Him and 
heals us from the damage sin causes.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

35Jesus the Healer



Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Places to serve
At the top of various sheets of poster board, write 

locations—such as a local school or park—where your 
group could serve others, especially other kids. Hang the 
posters around your room and invite the kids to walk 
around the room writing or drawing pictures to represent 
ways they could serve others at each location. Use these 
ideas to work with your church staff to plan a mission 
project that kids and their families could participate in.
SAY • Amy Carmichael spent her whole life serving children 

around the world. She loved them, worked hard to 
provide for them, and most importantly, she taught 
them about Jesus. She started an orphanage in India 
to help children who had no home or who were 
being mistreated. 

The Bible tells us that God loves people. He 
created every one of us. Why did God create people? 
God created people to worship Him, love Him, and 
show His glory. Often the best way to fulfill those 
purposes is to tell others about Jesus. It shows our 
love and obedience for God and glorifies Him so 
others will know about Him.

OPTION 2: Faith, not fabric
Provide various swatches of fabric, such as denim, fleece, 
felt, cotton, or linen. Allow each kid to select a swatch 
he prefers. Help the kids to use puff paint pens to write 
Your faith has saved you. Encourage the kids to take their 
swatches home to remember what they learned today. You 
may provide adhesive jewels or other craft supplies for kids 
to decorate their fabric.

• poster board or large 
sheets of paper

• markers
• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• various swatches of 
fabric

• puff paint pens
• adhesive jewels or 

other craft supplies
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SAY • Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 
dead. When Jesus healed and saved the woman, it 
wasn’t because she physically touched Jesus. In the 
crowd, many pressed against one another and against 
Jesus. The woman understood Jesus’ power as the 
Messiah. She had faith that all it would take was a 
small touch of Jesus’ clothing to heal her. There was 
nothing special about Jesus’ clothing; He healed her 
and saved her because of her faith.

In a similar way, there’s no special thing we must 
do to be saved. We don’t have to physically reach 
Jesus or rely on our efforts to be saved. When we 
have faith in Jesus’ power to save us, He saves us!

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 42

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 44

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 50

Unit 22 • Session 3

Unit 22 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
John 5

STORY POINT:  
Jesus healed a man who could not walk.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Isaiah 53:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did God create people? God 

created people to worship Him, love 
Him, and show His glory.

Jesus Healed a Man 
Who Was Lame
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3

LEADER Bible Study
Located in the city of Jerusalem, the pool of Bethesda was a place many 
believed to possess healing powers. People who were sick or disabled 
went to the pool in hope of being made whole. They believed an angel 
would stir up the waters, and the first person to get in would be healed. 
(Some translations include this detail in verse 4; but since the earliest and 
most accurate manuscripts do not include the detail, most contemporary 
translations omit it as well.)

Jesus sought out a man at the pool of Bethesda who had been disabled for 
38 years. Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to get well?” The man, not 
recognizing who was talking to him (see John 5:13), explained his inability 
to get to the pool in time. Filled with compassion, Jesus commanded this 
man: “Get up, pick up your mat, and walk.” After decades of helplessness, 
the man was instantly healed. He picked up his mat and walked.

At this time, Jesus slipped away through the crowd. So when the Jewish 
leaders approached the man, asking questions about the healing and 
accusing the man of breaking the law by picking up his mat on the Sabbath, 
the man could not even identify who healed him. Yet Jesus sought out the 
man a second time. Jesus found the man in the temple and warned him, 
“Do not sin anymore, so that something worse doesn’t happen to you.”

Jesus cared about the man’s body; He had healed it. But Jesus cared more 
about the man’s soul. As you teach kids, emphasize that the man at the 
pool was unable to help himself. Jesus healed him, and he obeyed Jesus’ 
commands. In a similar way, we are unable to free ourselves from sin. 
Jesus calls us to trust in Him. When we trust in Jesus, He frees us from the 
power of sin and death so we can follow Him and obey Him.

39Jesus the Healer



Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame
John 5

Jesus went to Jerusalem and stood by the pool of Bethesda (buh 
THEZ duh). Many people were at the pool who were blind, lame, or 
paralyzed. Jesus noticed a man who could not walk. He had been 

lying there for a long time. Jesus asked him, “Do you 
want to get well?”

The man answered, “Sir, I have no 
one to put me in the pool when the 

water is stirred up. Someone else 
always gets in before me.” The 

man thought if he could get 
into the water, he would be 
healed.

Jesus told him, “Get 
up, pick up your mat, and 
walk.” Right away, the man 
was miraculously healed. 
He picked up his mat and 
started to walk.

This happened on the 
Sabbath, so the Jews told the 

man who was healed, “It is 
against the law to pick up your mat 

on the Sabbath.”
The man replied, “The man who 

healed me told me to pick up my mat and 
walk.”

“Who was the man?” the Jews asked. But the man who was 
healed did not know who had healed him. By this time, Jesus had 
slipped away into the crowd.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
conversation: 
Stand in one place 
as you speak Jesus’ 
dialogue and another 
place as you speak 
the dialogue of the 
man who was lame.

• Call for active 
listening: Challenge 
kids to count how 
many times they hear 
the word healed.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame
John 5

Jesus went to Jerusalem and stood by the pool of Bethesda (buh 
THEZ duh). Many people were at the pool who were blind, lame, or 
paralyzed. Jesus noticed a man who could not walk. He had been 

lying there for a long time. Jesus asked him, “Do you 
want to get well?”

The man answered, “Sir, I have no 
one to put me in the pool when the 

water is stirred up. Someone else 
always gets in before me.” The 

man thought if he could get 
into the water, he would be 
healed.

Jesus told him, “Get 
up, pick up your mat, and 
walk.” Right away, the man 
was miraculously healed. 
He picked up his mat and 
started to walk.

This happened on the 
Sabbath, so the Jews told the 

man who was healed, “It is 
against the law to pick up your mat 

on the Sabbath.”
The man replied, “The man who 

healed me told me to pick up my mat and 
walk.”

“Who was the man?” the Jews asked. But the man who was 
healed did not know who had healed him. By this time, Jesus had 
slipped away into the crowd.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
conversation: 
Stand in one place 
as you speak Jesus’ 
dialogue and another 
place as you speak 
the dialogue of the 
man who was lame.

• Call for active 
listening: Challenge 
kids to count how 
many times they hear 
the word healed.

Later, Jesus found the healed man in the temple. Jesus 
said to him, “See, you are healed. Do not sin anymore, so 
that something worse doesn’t happen to you.”

Then the man went to the Jews and told them that 
Jesus had healed him. So the Jews began persecuting 
Jesus because He was healing people on the Sabbath. 
Jesus told the Jews, “My Father is still working, and I am 
working too.”

Now the Jews wanted even more to kill Jesus because He 
wasn’t just breaking their rules about the Sabbath, He was 
saying that God is His Father—making Himself equal to 
God. Jesus is God’s Son, and He always did what God said 
was right.

Christ Connection: The man at the pool was unable to help 
himself. Jesus healed him, and he obeyed Jesus’ commands. In a 
similar way, we are unable to free ourselves from sin. Jesus calls 
us to trust in Him. When we trust in Jesus, He frees us from the 
power of sin and death so we can follow Him and obey Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 5
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss what they 
like to do on Saturdays. 
SAY • People spend their Saturdays doing all kinds of 

things. Some people do chores at home, some people 
play games or sports, and some might even do work. 
Today we will learn about a time people were angry 
at Jesus because He did something on the Sabbath, 
which is a special day of rest that Jewish people have 
on Saturdays.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “A Pool of Words” activity page. 
Challenge kids to find the words from the word box hidden 
in the grid of letters. Words can be horizontal, vertical, or 
diagonal, but will not be backwards. 
SAY • Good job finding those key words in that large pool 

of letters. Today we will learn about a man who 
could not walk. He wanted to climb into a pool, but 
he had no one to help him. 

• “A Pool of Words” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Count the tosses
Hold a tennis ball in one hand. Challenge the kids to 
watch you closely and count how many times you toss the 
ball into the air. While you are doing this, hold up some 
number of fingers on your other hand. After tossing the ball 
for a few minutes, ask the kids how many fingers you were 
holding up. Chances are, no one will know. 
SAY • In that game, you were so focused on counting the 

times I tossed the ball, you missed how many fingers 
I was holding up. In our story today, we will learn 
about a time religious leaders focused so hard on 
a small detail of their religious laws, they missed 
something important Jesus was doing.

OPTION 2: Pallet placemats
Provide each kid with two sheets of construction paper. 
Help the kids cut 1-inch vertical strips from one sheet. 
Then show them how to fold the other sheet in half and cut 
slits starting at the fold and going to about an inch from 
the edge of the paper. Demonstrate how to weave the strips 
over and under through the slits to make a pallet placemat. 
You may use clear contact plastic to cover the placemats and 
make them water resistant. 
SAY • Today we will hear about a time Jesus told a man who 

could not walk to pick up his mat and walk. A pallet 
is like a large mat that a person can lay on. What do 
you think happened to that man? We’ll learn more 
soon. 

Transition to teach the story

• tennis ball

• construction paper
• scissors
• clear contact plastic 

(optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing safety glasses and casual clothing under 
a greasy apron or coveralls.]
LEADER • Hi, friends! I’m glad you could make it in to 

my workshop today. As you may know, I am an 
inventor. That means that I look around at different 
problems people face and build devices that can 
solve those problems. They say that necessity is the 
mother of invention. That basically just means that 
you are more likely to invent a gadget when you need 
one than if you don’t. That makes me think of an 
inventor named Benjamin Franklin Palmer.

Palmer invented the artificial leg, also sometimes 
called a prosthetic leg. Before 1846, if a person were 
missing a leg, he’d use a peg leg, which was basically 
just a wooden stick. Palmer’s invention made walking 
easier, as his artificial leg had the ability to bend 
almost like a knee. Since then, prosthetic legs—and 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 5
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
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arms, hands, and feet for that matter—have come 
a long way. Today, modern medical prosthetics are 
even better than they were when Palmer invented 
them, but his invention was the start of wonderful 
things to help people walk. 

You know, that reminds me of a Bible story. But 
Jesus didn’t need a special invention to help people 
walk. I’ll tell you about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into our story, let’s review our big 
picture question and answer. Why did God create 
people? God created people to worship Him, love 
Him, and show His glory. When Jesus healed 
people, they almost always began to give glory to 
God. Jesus’ healings showed the people who He is 
and how much He loved them. It directed them back 
to God, to love and worship Him, just as they were 
created to do. We are created for the same reason! 
Even the sickness and pain we go through is used by 
God to help us worship Him and give Him glory. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We have talked a lot about Jesus’ ministry. Jesus 

traveled around Israel healing, teaching, and doing 
miracles. Jesus wanted God’s people to know God 
and honor Him as Creator and King. Two weeks 
ago we learned that Jesus healed ten men, and one 
was saved. Last week we learned that Jesus healed a 
woman and raised a girl from the dead. This week, 

• Giant Timeline
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we will learn about a time Jesus healed a man who 
had been unable to walk for nearly 40 years. That 
is even longer than some of your parents have been 
alive!

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to John 5. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame.”
LEADER • Wow, can you believe it? The religious leaders 

were so caught up in worrying about the law of the 
Sabbath, they didn’t really stop to think about the 
wonderful healing Jesus had performed. They didn’t 
seem to care that the man could now walk, they were 
upset that he had carried his mat!

I think it’s really cool to realize that the man Jesus 
healed obeyed Him. When Jesus said, “Pick up your 
mat and walk,” he did not respond, “Well, I’d like 
to, but I really can’t. It’s the Sabbath and I’m not 
supposed to pick up my mat. Plus, I haven’t been 
able to walk in 38 years, so why would I be able to 
now? I think I’ll stay put.” Not at all. He obeyed 
right away. He had faith that Jesus had healed him. 
That shows us something very interesting about 
Jesus’ commands. 

Jesus tells us what to do, and He gives us the power 
to obey. Without Jesus, we cannot obey God. But 
when we have faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
God forgives our sin and fills us with the Holy Spirit. 
With His help, we can obey God. We can glorify 
God because God has given us both the commands 
and the power to obey them.

• Bibles
• “Jesus Healed a Man 

Who Was Lame” 
video

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • The man at the pool was unable to help himself. 

Jesus healed him, and he obeyed Jesus’ commands. 
In a similar way, we are unable to free ourselves from 
sin. Jesus calls us to trust in Him. When we trust in 
Jesus, He frees us from the power of sin and death so 
we can follow Him and obey Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 22, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why God allows some people 
to live with disabilities or lasting sickness. Guide them to 
discuss how they can know God loves all people.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Before the session, print the “A Special Healing” 
printable. Select a strong reader to read the story aloud, or 
read the story to your group.
LEADER • We have been learning about many people whom 

Jesus healed. In today’s Bible story, Jesus healed 
a man who could not walk. When missionary 
Amy Carmichael, or “Amma,” asked Jesus to heal 
her friend, she had faith that He would do it. It’s 
important to remember that even if God doesn’t heal 
the people we ask Him to heal, we can trust Him to 
use the situation for His glory and our good.

Close in prayer, thanking God for the ministry of Amy 
Carmichael and praying for any missionaries your church 
supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 22, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “A Special Healing” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “By His Wounds 

(Isaiah 53:4-5)” song
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together Isaiah 53:4-5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Jesus took on our sickness when He died for 

our sins. Jesus’ resurrection made the way for us to 
be forgiven of sin and healed from the damage sin 
causes in our lives.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus loves each of us and doesn’t expect us to fix 
our own lives. He accepts us just as we are, but He 
doesn’t leave us in sin! The Holy Spirit transforms 
believers into new creatures who love and obey God.

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for sending Jesus to rescue 

us from sin and death. Help us trust You even in 
difficult times. Give us courage to obey You out of 
love and to glorify You always. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Just As I Am” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 5
STORY POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Use masking tape to make a hopscotch board on the floor. 
Teach the kids how to play hopscotch, tossing a beanbag or 
paper wad onto the board and hopping through the board 
without touching the square in which the beanbag landed. 
Depending on what number the beanbag landed on, that’s 
how many times the kids must try to say the passage from 
memory. Thank each kid for her efforts. 
SAY • Great job learning that key passage. Isaiah lived many 

years before God the Son became a human. Even so, 
Isaiah’s writing was about Jesus. Jesus came to heal 
people. Some people were healed from sickness, but 
even more importantly, Jesus heals us from sin and 
death when we believe that He died for us and rose 
again. That is the most important healing of all.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids use the table of 
contents at the front of each Bible to find John 5. Remind 
the kids that John was a disciple of Jesus and one of Jesus’ 
closest friends. He wrote about Jesus so other people could 
know Jesus is God’s Son. 

• Key Passage Poster
• masking tape
• beanbag or paper 

wad

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Where was Jesus when He saw the man who could 

not walk? (at the pool called Bethesda in Jerusalem, 
John 5:2)

2. Why were the religious leaders upset at the man who 
had been healed? (He carried his mat on the Sabbath; 
John 5:10)

3. Who is Jesus’ Father? (God, John 5:17-18)
4. How are we similar to the man who could not walk? 

Guide kids to discuss the fact that we are helplessly 
trapped in sin. The Bible describes us as dead in sin. We 
need Jesus to rescue us and give us new life. Apart from 
Jesus’ complete work on the cross, we could not have 
salvation.

5. How can we gain salvation and healing from sin? 
Guide kids to think through the message of the gospel. 
Remind them that we are saved by grace through faith. 
We cannot earn salvation, but when we have faith that 
Jesus died for our sins and rose on the third day, God 
gives us salvation.

6. Why do you think Jesus told the man to stop 
sinning? Guide kids to see that the phrase “so that 
something worse doesn’t happen” is a reference to being 
separated from God after death. Help the kids see that 
no matter what physical ailment we may suffer with, we 
can all have eternal life and hope for the future. Jesus’ 
death and resurrection gives us that hope for eternity 
spent with God in a restored world.

SAY • Jesus healed a man who could not walk. Jesus 
commanded the man to pick up his mat and walk, 
and the man immediately obeyed. Jesus gave him the 
command and the power to obey it.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

51Jesus the Healer



Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Styles of dress
Display the “How Did Amy Dress?” printable 

where kids can see it. Distribute copies of kid-friendly 
magazines for the kids to look through. Call out different 
styles of dress or uniforms and challenge the kids to see if 
they can find someone who matches that description in the 
magazines.
SAY • Sometimes how we dress can communicate certain 

things about us. If you go to another country, the 
styles people wear might be different. Missionary 
Amy Carmichael decided that she wanted to dress 
like the people she was serving. 

When she lived in Japan, she dressed in a kimono. 
When she lived in India, she wore a sari. She didn’t 
want the clothes she wore in Ireland to distract 
people from hearing the gospel. God can use even 
the clothes we wear to help us show the love of Jesus.

OPTION 2: Impossible commands
Invite the kids to stand on one side of the room. Stand on 
the opposite side, facing them. Ask them to obey all the 
commands you will give. Proceed to give them commands 
that are impossible to obey. See the suggested commands 
below, or make up your own. 

• Jump into the air and wait 10 seconds before letting 
your feet hit the ground.

• Count to 15 million.
• Rub your belly, pat your head, and clap your hands 
all at once. 

• Balance on one foot for a whole day. 
• Throw a rock 500 yards.

• “How Did Amy Dress?” 
printable

• kid-friendly 
magazines

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.
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After a minute or two, stop the game and ask kids about 
ways they might be able to obey the commands using 
special tools or technology. Be prepared to help kids come 
up with solutions to the impossible commands.
SAY • When Jesus said, “Pick up your mat and walk,” it 

probably sounded like an impossible command. 
How could a man who could not walk obey such a 
command? The answer is with Jesus’ power. Jesus 
healed a man who could not walk. When Jesus 
commanded the man to walk, He also gave the 
man the healing power to be able to obey. Jesus 
commands His people not to sin, and He died on the 
cross and rose again to give us the power to obey. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66

Unit 22 • Session 4

Unit 22 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
John 9

STORY POINT:  
Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Isaiah 53:4-5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did God create people? God 

created people to worship Him, love 
Him, and show His glory.

Jesus Healed a Man 
Who Was Blind
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4

LEADER Bible Study
In the Old Testament, Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah. 
Isaiah 35:5-6 tells about a time when “the eyes of the blind will be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then the lame will leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.” When God the Son came to 
earth, He came as a Healer—removing skin diseases, raising the dead to 
life, making the lame walk, and giving sight to the blind.

John 9 gives us a glimpse of the kingdom of God, where creation is 
redeemed, and opens our eyes to the greater purpose of suffering in our 
lives. The disciples asked Jesus a question that many still wrestle with 
today: Why is this person suffering? (In this case, why was this man born 
blind?) Was it because of sin?

Jesus’ answer gives hope to anyone facing suffering: “Neither this man 
nor his parents sinned. This came about so that God’s works might be 
displayed in him” (John 9:3). Because Jesus is Lord over everything, all 
suffering in this life has meaning and purpose.

Miraculously, Jesus gave sight to the man who was blind. The man’s 
neighbors noticed the change, and he told them what Jesus had done for 
him. But the reaction of the religious leaders—skepticism and unbelief—
reveals a different kind of blindness: spiritual blindness. Sin keeps us from 
seeing what is true about God. Jesus came as light into a dark world. He 
helps us see what is true so we can know God.

Those who trust in Jesus are freed from sin and worship Jesus as Lord. We 
can live fully in the light of Jesus as we seek to make Him known to others 
so that their eyes might be opened to the truth of the gospel as well.
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Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
John 9

Jesus was walking with His disciples when He saw a man who 
had been born blind. The disciples asked, “Teacher, why was 
this man born blind? Did this happen because of his sin or his 

parents’ sin?”
Jesus answered, “Neither his sin nor his 

parents’ sin caused this. This man was 
born blind so that people could see 

God’s power through him.” Jesus 
would be on earth for a short 

time so He healed people to 
show what God is like. Jesus 
said, “While I am in the 
world, I am the Light of the 
world.”

Then Jesus spit on the 
ground and made mud. 
He put the mud on the eyes 
of the man who was blind. 

“Go and wash in the pool of 
Siloam,” Jesus instructed. The 

man went and washed. When he 
came back, he could see.
The man’s neighbors were amazed. 

They took the man to the religious leaders, 
and they asked him how he was healed. “A man 

put mud on my eyes. I washed, and now I can see,” 
he said.

The religious leaders were upset because Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath again. They did not want to believe that Jesus could give 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Show a 
demonstration: 
As you tell the story, 
mix dirt and water to 
make a muddy paste.

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture and point out 
Jesus and the man 
who was healed.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
John 9

Jesus was walking with His disciples when He saw a man who 
had been born blind. The disciples asked, “Teacher, why was 
this man born blind? Did this happen because of his sin or his 

parents’ sin?”
Jesus answered, “Neither his sin nor his 

parents’ sin caused this. This man was 
born blind so that people could see 

God’s power through him.” Jesus 
would be on earth for a short 

time so He healed people to 
show what God is like. Jesus 
said, “While I am in the 
world, I am the Light of the 
world.”

Then Jesus spit on the 
ground and made mud. 
He put the mud on the eyes 
of the man who was blind. 

“Go and wash in the pool of 
Siloam,” Jesus instructed. The 

man went and washed. When he 
came back, he could see.
The man’s neighbors were amazed. 

They took the man to the religious leaders, 
and they asked him how he was healed. “A man 

put mud on my eyes. I washed, and now I can see,” 
he said.

The religious leaders were upset because Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath again. They did not want to believe that Jesus could give 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Show a 
demonstration: 
As you tell the story, 
mix dirt and water to 
make a muddy paste.

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture and point out 
Jesus and the man 
who was healed.

sight to people who were blind. Over and over again, the 
man who was healed told the religious leaders what 
happened. The man believed Jesus must have come from 
God. But the religious leaders threw the man out of the 
synagogue.

Jesus came to the man again and asked, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?”

The man answered, “Tell me who He is so I can 
believe in Him.”

“You have already seen Him,” Jesus replied. “The Son 
of Man is talking to you now.”

The man said, “I believe, Lord!” and he worshiped 
Jesus.

Christ Connection: Our sin makes us unable to see the truth 
about God. Jesus came as a light in a dark world. He came to 
give us sight—true understanding of God and His kingdom. 
Those who trust in Jesus see who He is and worship Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they saw something amazing. 
SAY • The ability to see is a wonderful gift from God. We 

best enjoy many parts of God’s creation by seeing 
them, like beautiful sunsets, majestic mountains, or 
all the glorious stars in the sky. Today, we will learn 
about a time Jesus encountered a man who couldn’t 
see any of those things. He was blind. What do you 
think Jesus did for this man? We’ll find out. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Blind Draw” activity page. Ask 
the kids to use the space provided to draw pictures with 
your eyes closed. Consider drawing a dog, a house, and a 
flower. In the fourth spot, kids may draw whatever they 
wish to draw.
SAY • Drawing can be very difficult when you cannot see, 

especially if you are used to being able to see. Today, 
we will learn about a time Jesus helped a man see.

• “Blind Draw” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Partner peering
Help the kids form pairs. Instruct each pair of kids to stand 
face to face and study one another’s features for one minute. 
Then, instruct the pairs to turn back to back. Call out 
different features. Challenge the kids to answer as quickly as 
they can what their partner’s features look like.

Suggested features: eye color, hair color, shirt color, hair 
texture (straight or curly), and so forth.
SAY • It can be hard to remember details about someone 

even if you see him or her often. Today we will hear 
about a man who had been blind all his life. What 
features do you think he might have been most 
interested to look at when Jesus gave him sight?

OPTION 2: Eye test
Before the session, make an eye chart by drawing letters on 
a poster board decreasing in size after each row. During the 
session, instruct the kids to stand about 10 feet away and 
cover one eye. Can the kids read aloud all the letters, even 
those that are written in the smallest print? 
SAY • This kind of eye chart is often used by eye doctors to 

figure out how good or bad a person’s eyesight might 
be. Today we will hear a story about a man who had 
no eyesight at all. What do you think Jesus did for 
the man who was blind?

Transition to teach the story

• poster board
• markers

Tip: You may choose 
to search the 
Internet for free 
eye charts to print.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing safety glasses and casual clothing under 
a greasy apron or coveralls.]
LEADER • Welcome back to my workshop, friends. I’m an 

inventor. I don’t actually have any patents yet, and 
none of my inventions are particularly famous, but I 
still enjoy the process. Inventors like me look at the 
world and seek out problems we think we can solve. 
One great example is whoever invented eyeglasses.

I say “whoever invented them” because the truth 
is, we don’t know for sure who it was. Eyeglasses have 
been in use for around 800 years! Though we don’t 
know for sure who invented eyeglasses, we do know 
that certain improvements, like bifocal lenses—
invented by Benjamin Franklin—have drastically 
changed and improved the way we use glasses. 

Sometimes I like to imagine the first person to 
ever put on glasses. He must have felt so much better 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.
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when he could finally see clearly after a lifetime of 
blurry vision. It actually reminds me of a story about 
a time Jesus healed a man’s vision. But Jesus didn’t 
just make blurry vision clearer, He healed a man who 
was completely blind! Let’s get to it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Remember that we have been studying a big 
picture question and answer: Why did God create 
people? God created people to worship Him, love 
Him, and show His glory. God did not need us 
to love or worship Him; He is perfect and needs 
nothing. Creating us so we could experience His 
love and celebrate His greatness was just one way 
God shows His goodness. When we do what we are 
created to do, it glorifies God and blesses us. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Three weeks ago, we learned that Jesus healed 

ten men, and one was saved. Then we talked about 
a time Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from 
the dead. Last week, we learned that Jesus healed a 
man who could not walk. This week, we will look 
at one more story in which Jesus worked a miracle 
to heal a person. This time, our story is about Jesus’ 
healing a man who had been born blind. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to John 9. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Healed a Man 

Who Was Blind” 
video

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
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the Bible story video “Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind.”
LEADER • This story gives us some wonderful news about 

the pain, sickness, and brokenness of the world. 
It is fairly common to think that if something sad 
or difficult happens to you, it is because God is 
punishing you. This story helps us see that sad or 
difficult circumstances are not God’s punishment, 
but ways that God can show His glory.

The world is broken by sin. That means that 
we all face sad or difficult situations sometimes. 
Our actions have consequences too, so there are 
times when our sinful choices cause pain and 
suffering to us and those around us. But the natural 
consequences of foolish choices are not the same as 
God’s choice to punish us. 

Jesus’ disciples thought the man born blind 
must have either had wicked parents, or perhaps 
he was wicked himself. But his blindness was not 
punishment; it was God’s way of showing His power 
and glory in the world. Afterward, the man who had 
been blind had faith that Jesus is the Messiah.

The Pharisees refused to believe the truth. Jesus 
said that, even though they could see, they were the 
blind ones! As you can imagine, they didn’t like that 
at all. But Jesus wasn’t talking about physical sight, 
He was talking about the ability to understand and 
believe the truth.

Christ connection
LEADER • Our sin makes us unable to see the truth about 

God. Jesus came as a light in a dark world. He came 
to give us sight—true understanding of God and His 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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kingdom. Those who trust in Jesus see who He is 
and worship Him.

In a way, we are all born blind because we are born 
dead in sin. We cannot understand God’s Word. We 
cannot see the truth of the gospel. Thankfully, God 
reveals Himself to us in the Bible so that we can have 
faith and live forever with Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 22, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about a time they felt lonely during 
a difficult situation. Guide them to discuss how they could 
encourage a person who feels alone or hopeless.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Print and display the “Dohnavur Fellowship 
Photos” printable.
LEADER • Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind, and 

in a similar way, the Christians working with the 
Dohnavur (don-AH-vur) Fellowship are helping 
children in South India gain “spiritual sight” through 
faith in Jesus. The Dohnavur Fellowship is an 
orphanage that missionary Amy Carmichael started.

Today, the fellowship is more than a home for 
children who do not have a family. It is also a farm, a 
hospital, a church, a dairy, and a school for children 
of all ages. God has grown the work that “Amma” 
started so that many generations of kids have felt the 
love of Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 

• “Unit 22, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Dohnavur Fellowship 
Photos” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “By His Wounds 

(Isaiah 53:4-5)” song
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together Isaiah 53:4-5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Jesus died on the cross and rose again to give us 

eternal life with God and to heal us from the damage 
sin causes.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus did many wonderful things to show His 
love and help people worship God. He is a miracle 
maker.

Sing together “Miracle Maker.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You that we can gain spiritual sight 

by faith in Your Son. Help us see the truth of the 
gospel and have courage to tell others about You. 
Open the eyes of those we interact with so they can 
see You and have a relationship with You through 
Jesus. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Miracle Maker” song

64 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 22 • Session 4



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

65Jesus the Healer



APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 9
STORY POINT: Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind.
KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did God create people? God created people 

to worship Him, love Him, and show His glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write each word or phrase of the key 
passage on a separate sheet of paper. Ask for volunteers 
to say the key passage from memory. Thank each kid for 
his efforts and encourage all the kids to continue working 
to memorize the passage. Select a volunteer to wear a 
blindfold. Give her all the key passage papers. Encourage 
the other kids to help her put the key passage in order.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus took on our 

sickness and sin to heal us from sin and death. Only 
Jesus is able to save us from sin and heal the damage 
sin causes in our lives. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives all our sin and gives us eternal life. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find John 9. 
Remind the kids that they can search the table of contents 
to figure out which page John starts on. Help them 
understand that Bible scholars added the large chapter 
numbers and the small verse numbers to help us organize 
and study God’s Word.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• pen
• blindfold

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why was the man born blind? (so God’s works might 

be displayed in him, John 9:3)
2. How did Jesus heal the man? (Jesus mixed spit and 

dirt, put the mud on the man’s eyes, and told him to 
wash it off; John 9:6-7)

3. What did the religious leaders do to the healed man? 
(threw him out of the synagogue, John 9:34)

4. In what ways are we like the man born blind? Guide 
kids to consider what it means to be born in sin. Help 
them see that spiritual blindness prevents us from being 
able to pursue God on our own. Guide kids to discuss 
what it feels like to be in darkness. Point out both the 
fear of the dark that some have and also the practical 
limitations of doing things in the dark.

5. Why do you think Jesus calls Himself the Light of 
the world? Help them understand the ways in which 
Jesus “lights up” our life, such as helping us see and 
understand God’s truth, giving us joy, and helping us 
walk in obedience to God. Point out that, while it is 
difficult to do things in the dark, light helps us work.

6. How can we be given “spiritual sight”? Direct kids 
to think about the message of the gospel. Help them see 
that they cannot earn salvation, but it is given freely to 
those with faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Remind 
them that with salvation comes new life and the Holy 
Spirit’s help to love and obey God.

SAY • Jesus gave sight to a man who was blind. In a 
similar way, Jesus gives us spiritual sight when we 
trust in Him. God forgives our sins and opens our 
eyes to see the truth of His Word. The Holy Spirit 
helps us love and obey God.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Dohnavur ministry
Print and distribute one activity sheet per kid. 

Provide pencils and use the activity sheet to review the story 
of Amy Carmichael. Help younger kids fill in the blanks 
to complete each word. Ask volunteers to tell what they 
remember from each ministry and how they think that 
ministry helps kids today.
SAY • When Amy Carmichael needed something, like 

money to build a new nursery, she prayed for God to 
provide the money she needed. She also wrote letters 
to other Christians to tell them what she needed. 
God used other Christians to provide for the needs of 
the orphanage. God grew the ministry Amy started!

When missionaries need something today, they 
also pray and tell people about that need. We can be 
a part of God’s mission all around the globe when we 
pray, give, or go.

OPTION 2: Blind leaders
Use tape to make a simple but winding path on the floor. 
Select kids to wear blindfolds and attempt to navigate the 
path. Play additional rounds where other kids can call out 
instructions to get through the path and rounds where the 
blindfolded kids are led by a kid who grasps their shoulders 
to gently steer them. 
SAY • That was pretty hard to navigate such a winding 

path. If the kids leading you were also blindfolded, 
it would have been impossible. Jesus gave sight to 
a man who was blind. In John 9:39-41, Jesus told 
people that He came to give sight to those who are 
blind and make those who can see become blind. 

• “Dohnavur Ministry 
Activity Sheet” 
printable, 1 per kid

• pencils

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• masking tape
• blindfolds
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Jesus was speaking about the Pharisees. They were 
spiritually blind. They thought they understood 
everything there was to know about God, but they 
did not believe in Jesus, God’s own Son. We are all 
born spiritually blind—dead in sin. When we trust 
in Jesus, our hearts are able to understand who Jesus 
is and worship Him. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Key Passage: 
John 14:25-26

Big Picture Question: 
What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught 
about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Session 1:
The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5–7
Story Point: 
Jesus taught people how to live in God’s kingdom.

Session 2: 
The Cost of Following Jesus
Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14
Story Point: 
Following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it.

Session 3:
Jesus Taught About Prayer
Luke 11; 18
Story Point: 
Jesus taught people how to pray.

Unit 23: Jesus the Teacher

Session 1:
The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5–7
Story Point: Jesus taught people 
how to live in God’s kingdom.

Session 2: 
The Cost of Following Jesus
Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14
Story Point: Following Jesus is not 
easy, but He is worth it.

Session 3:
Jesus Taught About Prayer
Luke 11; 18
Story Point: Jesus taught people 
how to pray.

Session 4:
Jesus Taught About Possessions
Luke 12
Story Point: Jesus taught people 
not to worry because God provides 
for our needs.

Session 5:
The Good Shepherd
John 10
Story Point: Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who cares for His people.

Unit Description:
Jesus preached to many people so they could learn about God. Jesus taught 
how believers should live, and He told parables about the kingdom of God. 
He showed that God wants His people to be saved from sin.

Key Passage: 
John 14:25-26

Big Picture Question: 
What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 
taught about God and His kingdom. He taught 
that all Scripture is about Him.
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Session 4:
Jesus Taught About Possessions
Luke 12
Story Point: 
Jesus taught people not to worry because God provides for 
our needs.

Session 5:
The Good Shepherd
John 10
Story Point: 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His people.

Session 6:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

The Good Shepherd 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares 
for His people.

Jesus Taught About 
Possessions 
Jesus taught people not to worry 
because God provides for our needs.

Jesus Taught About Prayer 
Jesus taught people how to pray.

The Cost of Following Jesus
Following Jesus is not easy, but He is 
worth it.

The Sermon on the Mount
Jesus taught people how to live in God’s 
kingdom.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 78

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 84

Unit 23 • Session 1

Unit 23 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 5–7

STORY POINT:  
Jesus taught people how to live 

in God’s kingdom.

KEY PASSAGE:  
John 14:25-26

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth? Jesus taught about God and His 

kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

The Sermon 
on the Mount
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1

Unit 23 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
One of Jesus’ most well-known teachings is the Sermon on the Mount. 
On that day, crowds of people had come to hear Jesus. Jesus went up on a 
mountain in Galilee, sat down, and began to teach.

Jesus’ sermon is recorded across three chapters in the Gospel of Matthew, 
5–7, and it tells how believers should live. While Matthew 5:1-2 specifies 
that Jesus taught His disciples, Matthew 7:28 reveals that the crowds 
listened to His sermon as well.

First, Jesus began with the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes describe God’s great 
blessings for believers. God’s kingdom belongs to the spiritually needy, 
God will comfort those who are sad, and God will give mercy to those 
who show mercy to others. Jesus gives believers reason to be glad when life 
on earth is hard because great rewards await in heaven.

Jesus also taught how believers should live in a world that does not honor 
Him. Jesus called believers “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the 
world” (Matt. 5:13-14). He said the good works of His followers should 
cause others to give glory to God.

God’s people had the law of Moses, but some of them—the Pharisees, in 
particular—were concerned mostly with the appearance of being righteous. 
They tried hard to look righteous on the outside, but it was all an act. Jesus 
warned against hypocrites, people who pretend to be something they’re 
not. When a person knows and loves Jesus, he or she has a changed heart 
that wants to honor Jesus.

As you teach kids Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, emphasize that this moral 
teaching was not a list of requirements for being accepted by God. Rather, 
Jesus described what a person’s life looks like when that person follows 
God and lives to honor Him. God’s standards remind us that we rely on 
His grace through the gift of salvation in His Son.
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The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5–7

Great crowds of people followed Jesus wherever He went. One day, 
Jesus went up on a mountain. He sat down and began to teach about 
the kingdom of God. 

First, Jesus taught about the blessings that come to 
those who follow Him. He said:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the 
kingdom of heaven is theirs.

Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.

Blessed are the humble, for 
they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called sons of 

God.
Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness, for the 
kingdom of heaven is theirs.”

Then Jesus taught how believers should 
live. Jesus said that believers are the light of the 

world. “Let your light shine before others so that they may see the good 
things you do and choose to praise God.”

Then Jesus taught about God’s law. Jesus did not come to get 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use pauses: As 
you tell the story, 
pause between 
paragraphs or 
following dialogue to 
draw kids’ attention.

• Call for active 
listening: 
Challenge kids to 
count how many 
times they hear the 
word taught.

The BIBLE Story

74 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 23 • Session 1



The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5–7

Great crowds of people followed Jesus wherever He went. One day, 
Jesus went up on a mountain. He sat down and began to teach about 
the kingdom of God. 

First, Jesus taught about the blessings that come to 
those who follow Him. He said:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the 
kingdom of heaven is theirs.

Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.

Blessed are the humble, for 
they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called sons of 

God.
Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness, for the 
kingdom of heaven is theirs.”

Then Jesus taught how believers should 
live. Jesus said that believers are the light of the 

world. “Let your light shine before others so that they may see the good 
things you do and choose to praise God.”

Then Jesus taught about God’s law. Jesus did not come to get 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use pauses: As 
you tell the story, 
pause between 
paragraphs or 
following dialogue to 
draw kids’ attention.

• Call for active 
listening: 
Challenge kids to 
count how many 
times they hear the 
word taught.

rid of the law, but to obey it perfectly. He said that to 
enter heaven, a person can’t just look righteous on the 
outside—like the religious leaders. A person must be 
righteous on the inside too, obeying God for the right 
reasons.

Jesus said, “Love your enemies, and pray for them.” 
He said, “When you give to people who are poor, give in 
secret. And when you pray, don’t pray just so that people 
will hear you.” Jesus taught the people how to pray.

He also said, “Forgive others. If you forgive those 
who sin against you, God will forgive you too. But if you 
don’t forgive them, God will not forgive you.”

Jesus said, “Do not collect treasures on earth, which 
can be destroyed or stolen. Collect treasures in heaven 
instead. For where your treasure is, that is where your 
heart will be also.” He taught that God provides for His 
people. 

Jesus taught the people many things. When He finished 
teaching, the crowds were amazed because He taught 
them like one who had authority.

Christ Connection: Jesus taught people what it means to 
follow Him. He taught how people should live, how they should 
treat one another, and how to love God. People who trust in 
Jesus live to honor God and show what His kingdom is like.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Sermon on the Mount
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 5–7
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people how to live in God’s kingdom.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about things 
that make them feel happy.
SAY • Feeling happy is nice. Lots of circumstances can make 

us feel happy. Today, we will learn about something 
that is deeper than happiness: joy. The Bible teaches 
us that we can have joy in Jesus even when we feel 
sad. Does that surprise you? We’ll talk more about it 
soon.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “What’s Inside” activity page. 
Instruct kids to match the cross section of each fruit with 
the picture of the intact fruit.
SAY • Matching the inside of those fruits to the outside 

might have been easy for you, but knowing if a 
person loves Jesus isn’t always easy. However, Jesus 
taught about the way His followers should live. 
When we truly love Jesus, that love inside of us will 
change the way we behave on the outside.

• “What’s Inside” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Night watch
Dim the lights in the room. Select a kid to be It and provide 
her with a flashlight. She will stand at one end of the room, 
facing away from the other kids. While her back is turned, 
the other kids may sneak forward to reach her. If she turns 
on her flashlight and points it at the kids, they must freeze 
in place like statues. If a kid moves while the flashlight is 
shining, he must return to the start. The first kid to reach It 
wins and takes her place. Play as time allows.
SAY • That was a fun game. Today we will hear about a time 

Jesus spoke about light. He said that people who 
follow Him are the light of the world. What do you 
think that means? We’ll find out soon!

OPTION 2: Salt dough
Use the following recipe to make salt dough. Portion the 
dough out to all the kids and allow them some time to play 
with their dough. You may choose to invite the kids to taste 
their dough without eating it. 

1. Mix the flour and salt in a bowl.
2. Add the water and mix thoroughly until combined. 

You may need to add a little more water if the dough 
isn’t coming together. If you wish to add food color, 
do so now. 

3. Knead the dough until it becomes supple and 
smooth. 

SAY • That dough has way too much salt to eat! Jesus taught 
that those who follow Him are like salt. In the same 
sermon, He also compared believers to light.

Transition to teach the story

• flashlight

• Allergy Alert
• flour, 2 cups
• salt, 1 cup
• water, 3/4 cup
• bowl
• food color (optional)
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate your space 
to look like a school classroom. Position a larger desk on 
the stage, and consider placing two smaller desks facing it. 
Hang alphabet, science, or math posters around the room. 
Consider putting a number line along the wall above the 
desk. You may also display the theme background slide. 

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire.]
LEADER • Oh, hello there. I wasn’t expecting any students. 

Shouldn’t you all be out on break? I suppose it 
doesn’t matter too much. I certainly won’t hold your 
desire to learn against you!

I suppose you might be wondering what I’m doing 
here since school is not in session. Or, if you are like 
me when I was a youngster, you may just think that 
teachers live at school. The truth is, I don’t live here, 
but I do spend a lot of time here even when there 
are no classes. I have a lot of work to do to prepare 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Sermon on the Mount
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 5–7
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people how to live in God’s kingdom.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.
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things for my students. I hang decorations, plan 
lessons, and even re-arrange furniture sometimes—all 
in the name of providing the best learning experience 
for the kids in my class. 

I like to think I’m a pretty good teacher, but the 
best teacher of all time is Jesus. Would you like to 
hear some of the wonderful things He taught? [Coax 
responses.] That’s great! 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we begin learning about Jesus’ teachings, we 
will focus on a new big picture question. What did 
Jesus teach when He was on earth? As you listen to 
today’s story, you should get a pretty good idea about 
the answer. We’ll review the answer later. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • In the beginning, God created the whole 

universe, and everything was perfectly good. Sadly, 
things didn’t stay good for long. Adam and Eve chose 
to reject God’s authority, and their disobedience 
brought sin, sadness, and death into the world. 
Thankfully, God had a plan to rescue people from 
sin and undo the damage sin causes.

In the last unit, you learned about Jesus’ healing 
of people with all kinds of issues. Jesus healed people 
who could not walk or could not see; He even raised 
people who were dead! Although Jesus cared for 
people’s physical needs, He also wanted people to 
know God. That’s why He spent time teaching. 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 5–7. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “The Sermon on the Mount.”
LEADER • This story comes from one of the most famous 

passages in the Bible. Jesus taught people how to 
live in God’s kingdom. Jesus cared not only about 
people’s physical needs, but also about their spiritual 
needs. The blessings Jesus taught about were very 
different from the kinds of things the world usually 
thinks of as blessings. In a way, God’s kingdom is 
backward from what the world thinks a kingdom 
should be. 

The religious leaders thought that the key to being 
with God was obeying all the rules. They thought 
that if they looked very special and holy, they could 
earn God’s love. Jesus was teaching the opposite. God 
loves all of us, but we cannot obey perfectly. Even 
our thoughts are sinful sometimes.

We usually pay attention to what’s on the outside, 
but Jesus was teaching that what’s on the inside 
is just as important. God doesn’t want us to do 
good things to glorify ourselves but to glorify Him. 
Without God’s help, we could never honor God with 
our lives. Thankfully, God sent help.

So, let’s answer our big picture question. What 
did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught 
about God and His kingdom. He taught that all 
Scripture is about Him.

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus taught people what it means to follow Him. 

• Bibles
• “The Sermon on the 

Mount” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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He taught how people should live, how they should 
treat one another, and how to love God. People who 
trust in Jesus live to honor God and show what His 
kingdom is like.

When we have faith in Jesus, we are part of God’s 
kingdom. That changes everything about us. We 
begin to look more like Jesus in the way we behave 
and how we treat others. We love people even when 
they treat us wrongly, and we care more about God’s 
glory than our own.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 23, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about the kinds of treasure there will 
be in heaven. Guide them to discuss ways they can show 
God’s generosity to others. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Play the “Meet Kesavan” missions video. Lead kids 
to practice saying Kesavan Balasingham’s name (KAY-seh-
van bah-lah-SING-hem). Remind kids that churches give to 
missions to spread the gospel and to help start churches, like 
the one Kesavan started—Fellowship Church Rouge Park.
LEADER • Jesus taught people how to live in God’s 

kingdom. We can learn from the Bible and 
from other Christians about how to live in God’s 
kingdom.

When Kesavan believed the truth of the gospel, it 
changed his whole life. Now he lives for God’s glory 
as a missionary! We can live on mission too by loving 
others and telling them about Jesus.

• “Unit 23, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Meet Kesavan” 
missions video
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together John 14:25-26. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Jesus knew that it would be difficult for us to 

remember all His teachings, much less obey them. 
Thankfully, He sent the Holy Spirit. When we 
have faith, the Holy Spirit lives with us to help us 
remember Jesus’ teachings and obey God. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus’ teachings help us see that God loves us 
while we are still in sin and wants to transform our 
lives. Everything God does is for His glory and our 
good, including the ways He helps us know and obey 
Him.

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You that Your kingdom is not like 

earthly kingdoms. Help us understand Your Word 
and obey Your commands. Give us wisdom and 
courage. Help us love You more each day. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Have Spoken 

(John 14:25-26)” song

• “Just As I Am” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Sermon on the Mount
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 5–7
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people how to live in God’s kingdom.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Assign to each face of the numbered cube a way to read the 
key passage, such as quietly, loudly, in a deep voice, in a 
high-pitched voice, in a pirate voice, and in a robot voice. 
Invite a kid to roll the numbered cube and lead the group 
saying the key passage in the designated way. Play multiple 
times, allowing other kids to roll and lead.
SAY • Jesus spoke our key passage to His disciples before 

He went to the cross. Jesus wanted them to know 
what to expect. Jesus knew that they would have 
trouble remembering all the wonderful things He 
taught about God and God’s kingdom. That’s why 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to help us. He lives within 
us when we have faith in Jesus, and He helps us 
understand and remember God’s truth.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Matthew 5. 
Ask a kid to tell you which book comes directly before and 
directly after Matthew. (Malachi and Mark, respectively) 
Remind the kids that the Gospels (Matthew–John) are the 
first four books in the New Testament. 

• Key Passage Poster
• numbered cube

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
4. Why did Jesus say those who mourn are blessed? 

(because they will be comforted, Matt. 5:4)
5. What did Jesus compare believers to? (salt and light, 

Matt. 5:13-16)
6. What did Jesus come to do with the law? (obey it 

perfectly, not get rid of it; Matt. 5:17)
7. What are some ways God’s kingdom is different from 

worldly kingdoms? Guide kids to give examples about 
how God’s kingdom is the opposite of what our hearts 
naturally desire. In God’s kingdom, we love our enemies 
and consider ourselves blessed even in difficult or sad 
times. We give generously even to those who cannot 
repay. We trust in God instead of ourselves, and we do 
good to glorify God, not to look good in front of others. 

8. Why does God care so much about what’s in our 
hearts? Help kids understand that sinful actions always 
begin as sinful thoughts and desires. Remind them 
that it is not enough to simply avoid doing bad things. 
Obedience to God means we do not even think evil 
thoughts. Help them see that we need Jesus because only 
He can meet God’s standard of perfection. 

9. Where did Jesus’ authority to teach come from? 
Guide kids to think about Jesus’ identity as God the Son. 
Remind them that He was present at creation and that 
He is the King of kings. His words are God’s own words. 
His teaching is perfect. 

SAY • Jesus taught people how to live in God’s kingdom. 
We can only enter His kingdom by faith in Jesus. 
Then God transforms our lives to look like Jesus. We 
cannot live the way Jesus said to, but Jesus fulfilled 
the law for us. We are saved by Him alone.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Kesavan’s story
Print and cut apart the “Kesavan Story Cards” 

printable. Distribute the story cards to volunteers. Ask 
the volunteers to stand in a line and read the statements 
one at a time. Invite the rest of the group to help the kids 
rearrange themselves so the cards will be in order. 
SAY • Jesus changed Kesavan’s (KAY-seh-vans) life. Instead 

of hurting other people and living a sinful life, he 
asked Jesus to forgive him, and he changed the way 
he was living. Now he teaches other people the same 
things Jesus did. Jesus taught people how to live in 
God’s kingdom.

OPTION 2: The wide and narrow goals
Use traffic cones to make two goals: one very wide, the 
other very narrow. Provide a foam ball and instruct the 
kids to take turns kicking the ball toward one of the goals. 
Award 1,000 points to any kid who kicks the ball through 
the narrow goal. Award half a point for each kick that rolls 
through the wide goal. After a few minutes, announce that 
now kicking it through the wide goal will result in a loss of 
points. 
SAY • What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught 
that all Scripture is about Him. During the Sermon 
on the Mount, Jesus spoke about two gates, one 
wide and one narrow. Jesus said the wide gate leads 
to destruction, and the narrow gate to life. [See 
Matt. 7:13-14.] Jesus was talking about two ways to 
live.

It is easy to live for yourself and to only do the 

• “Kesavan Story 
Cards” printable

• scissors

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• traffic cones, 4
• foam ball
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things you think you should do, but that way of 
living does not honor God. It is much harder to live 
for God’s glory and to put Him first, but that is the 
way to experience God’s best for us. When we have 
faith in Jesus, God forgives our sins and gives us new 
hearts that love Him. The Holy Spirit comes to help 
us remember Jesus’ words and obey Him.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 92

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 94

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

Unit 23 • Session 2

Unit 23 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14

STORY POINT:  
Following Jesus is not easy, but He is 

worth it.

KEY PASSAGE:  
John 14:25-26

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth? Jesus taught about God and His 

kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

The Cost of 
Following Jesus
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2

LEADER Bible Study
The benefits of following Jesus are wonderful: justification from sin, 
lifelong sanctification, and adoption into the family of God. But following 
Jesus also comes at a price. People had waited so long for the promised 
Messiah to come into the world, so many were eager to follow Him. Yet as 
Jesus taught, He urged people to consider the cost of being His disciple.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus explained to one disciple that following 
Him might involve giving up worldly comforts. He told another disciple 
that following Him should be higher priority than anything else—even 
one’s commitment to his parents. (See Matt. 8:18-22.) In Matthew 16 and 
Luke 9, Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone wants to follow after me, let 
him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”

Jesus shared two examples in Luke 14 of people who must count the cost 
of doing something. If a person is building a tower, he must first calculate 
the cost. If he begins the project and is unable to complete it, onlookers 
will ridicule him. In a similar way, a king counts the cost of going to war 
before sending out his army. If he is not able to oppose the enemy, he 
doesn’t foolishly send out a small group to fight a larger group. Instead, 
he seeks peace.

Many who wanted to follow Jesus changed their minds. Jesus even asked 
the twelve disciples if they wanted to turn away as well. Peter answered, 
“Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

Paul acknowledged the difficulty of following Jesus in 2 Corinthians 4 but 
kept his eyes on eternity: “For our momentary light affliction is producing 
for us an absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory” (v. 17). As you 
teach, emphasize that following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it.
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The Cost of Following Jesus
Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14

Large crowds traveled with Jesus; many people wanted to follow 
Him. One man said, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 
Jesus told the man, “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, 

but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.”
Another disciple said, “Lord, I will 

follow You, but first let me go and bury 
my father.” 

Jesus replied, “Follow Me, 
and let the dead bury their own 

dead.”
Jesus told the people that 

following Him wouldn’t be 
easy. It would cost them a lot.

“Anyone who comes to 
Me must be willing to leave 
his family. You must love 
me most of all—more than 
your own life! Anyone who is 

unwilling to suffer cannot be 
My disciple,” Jesus said. 

Jesus urged the people to think 
about what they were doing. He 

told them a story: “If you wanted 
to build a tower, you would first sit 

down and figure out what it would take to 
complete the tower. Otherwise, you would build 

the foundation and be unable to finish. People would laugh at you.” 
Then He told them another story: “If you were a king, you wouldn’t 

go to war against another king without considering whether your army 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw icons: For 
each part of the 
story, draw simple 
icons such as a bird, 
a headstone, a heart, 
a tower, a crown, and 
so on.

• Use props: Display a 
cross to prompt kids 
to consider the cost 
of following Jesus.

The BIBLE Story
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The Cost of Following Jesus
Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14

Large crowds traveled with Jesus; many people wanted to follow 
Him. One man said, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 
Jesus told the man, “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, 

but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.”
Another disciple said, “Lord, I will 

follow You, but first let me go and bury 
my father.” 

Jesus replied, “Follow Me, 
and let the dead bury their own 

dead.”
Jesus told the people that 

following Him wouldn’t be 
easy. It would cost them a lot.

“Anyone who comes to 
Me must be willing to leave 
his family. You must love 
me most of all—more than 
your own life! Anyone who is 

unwilling to suffer cannot be 
My disciple,” Jesus said. 

Jesus urged the people to think 
about what they were doing. He 

told them a story: “If you wanted 
to build a tower, you would first sit 

down and figure out what it would take to 
complete the tower. Otherwise, you would build 

the foundation and be unable to finish. People would laugh at you.” 
Then He told them another story: “If you were a king, you wouldn’t 

go to war against another king without considering whether your army 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw icons: For 
each part of the 
story, draw simple 
icons such as a bird, 
a headstone, a heart, 
a tower, a crown, and 
so on.

• Use props: Display a 
cross to prompt kids 
to consider the cost 
of following Jesus.

would be great enough to win the war. If you have too few 
men to fight, you would send some men to ask for peace 
before the battle even started.”

Jesus wanted the people to consider the cost. “If 
you are not willing to give up everything you have, you 
cannot follow Me,” Jesus said. Following Jesus means 
giving Him complete control of your life. That is not easy, 
but it is worth it.

Jesus said, “Whoever gives up his life for Me will find 
true life. What good is it to have everything you want in 
the world if you give up life with God forever?”

Christ Connection: Jesus taught that following Him is not 
easy. It requires commitment and sacrifice. When we trust in 
Jesus, we give Him complete control of our lives. True life is 
found in Jesus, who gave up His life to rescue us from sin and 
death. He is worth it.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Cost of Following Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14
STORY POINT: Following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time they 
saved up money to buy something on their own. What did 
they buy? How did they decide it was worth it?
SAY • We often make choices about how to use our money, 

time, or talents. When we choose to do one thing, 
we are also giving up other things. Today we will 
talk about some of the things people give up to gain 
Jesus. But gaining Jesus is always worth it. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Count the Cost” activity 
page. Challenge the kids to count the money in each set to 
determine if they would have enough to purchase the item 
shown. 
SAY • To buy anything, you must give up some of your 

money. What do you think people might give up to 
follow Jesus? Do you think following Jesus is easy or 
hard? We will learn more about that today.

• “Count the Cost” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: A rough road
Instruct the kids to sit in two lines with a narrow aisle 
between them. Select one kid to stand at the front of the 
group and pretend to drive a bus. She will lean different 
directions, jump up and down, or shake herself back and 
forth as though driving over a rough and winding road. The 
rest of the kids should follow her lead and pretend they are 
on a bus with the “driver.”
SAY • If I were riding in a bus, I would not want the road to 

be that difficult! Today we will learn about some of 
the things Jesus warned His followers they might face 
if they walked with Him. Do you think He promised 
an easy life or a difficult one?

OPTION 2: Guess the price
Place various grocery items around the room at different 
stations. Make sure you have a list of all their prices. Provide 
each child with a sheet of paper and a pencil. Invite the 
kids to go from station to station and write down what 
they think the price of each might be. For very young kids, 
this might be difficult. Encourage them to try anyway, 
and remind them that there is no penalty for guessing 
incorrectly. Once the kids finish, reveal the correct prices. 
Congratulate all the kids for their efforts.
SAY • When your mom and dad go to the grocery store, 

it is important to count up the cost of the items 
they want to take home. Today we will learn that 
following Jesus is worth any cost. 

Transition to teach the story

• chairs, 1 per kid 
(optional)

• grocery store items 
(can of soup, box 
of crackers, bag of 
chips, package of 
breakfast cereal, 
and so forth)

• list of prices for 
grocery store items

• paper
• pencils
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual clothing.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone. Wow, you must really miss school 

to keep coming in on days off. I’m so proud! A lot 
of times, people talk about school and learning as if 
they are boring or pointless, but the truth is, learning 
is one of the most important things we can do—and 
most of our learning doesn’t happen in a school 
classroom.

From the day a person is born, he starts to 
learn. We learn to roll over, to sit up, to crawl, and 
sometimes even to walk all in our first year of life. 
Soon after that we learn to talk. We can learn all 
kinds of skills and talents, like playing sports, riding 
bikes, playing video games, singing, or playing 
instruments. So the next time you hear someone 
say something about how he doesn’t like to learn, 
remind him that if it weren’t for learning, he’d still be 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Cost of Following Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14
STORY POINT: Following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.
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wearing diapers!
No, the question isn’t whether people like to learn, 

it’s what we like to learn, how we like to learn, and 
who we want to learn from. Jesus is the greatest 
teacher who ever lived, and His teachings are the 
most important of all. So let’s get into it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Do you all remember our big picture question 
and answer? What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth? Jesus taught about God and His kingdom. 
He taught that all Scripture is about Him. Every 
story points to Jesus. Jesus came to earth to live 
the life we could not live and die the death we 
deserved to die. When we have faith in Him, we are 
adopted into God’s family and become a part of His 
kingdom. It’s important that we know what it means 
to be in God’s kingdom and how we ought to live so 
that we honor our King, Jesus.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Last week, we looked at the Sermon on the 

Mount, one of Jesus’ most famous teachings. We 
learned that Jesus taught people how to live in 
God’s kingdom. We cannot earn a place in God’s 
kingdom by obeying, but when we have faith in 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit helps us love God and obey. 
This week, we will learn that obeying Jesus can be 
very difficult at times. This story is called “The Cost 
of Following Jesus.” 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14. Use the 
Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you 
tell the story, or show the Bible story video “The Cost of 
Following Jesus.”
LEADER • Wow, that was pretty intense. These teachings of 

Jesus can often be hard to hear. It’s very common to 
believe that God wants us to be happy, but how can 
we be happy if we know we will suffer hard times if 
we follow Jesus?

The answer comes from understanding that there is 
a difference between what the world calls happiness 
and true joy that comes only from God. The world 
often says happiness is the good feeling you have 
when everything is going the way you want it to go. 
The Bible promises the opposite of that. When we 
follow Jesus, we must expect some things to be hard 
or sad. Thankfully, what Jesus offers is better than 
worldly happiness. Jesus offers true joy! 

Joy isn’t just feeling good because things are going 
well. Joy is feeling peace and hope because you 
understand that God is in control. We can feel joy 
even when we are sad. Joy comes from knowing that 
no matter what happens to us while we are living in 
a sinful world, Jesus will return and restore the world 
and we will live with Him forever. 

When we choose to follow Jesus, we must give 
Him complete control of our lives. Sometimes that 
can seem scary or even sad, but the truth is, we gain 
something much better than anything we give up. 
Following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it.

• Bibles
• “The Cost of 

Following Jesus” 
video

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus taught that following Him is not easy. It 

requires commitment and sacrifice. When we trust 
in Jesus, we give Him complete control of our lives. 
True life is found in Jesus, who gave up His life to 
rescue us from sin and death. He is worth it.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 23, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why following Jesus is hard. 
Guide them to discuss the blessings and benefits we receive 
from Christ. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

 Show the “Balasingham Family Photo” printable 
and introduce the members of Kesavan’s family to your 
group: Kesavan (father), Viji [VEE-JEE] (mother), Josiah 
(age 8), Micah (age 6), Abigail (age 3), and Emily (age 1). 
Point to each member of the family in the photo as you 
introduce them.
LEADER • Kesavan and his family live on mission in 

Toronto, Canada. They do normal things that other 
families do, but they try to live in a way that teaches 
others about Jesus. Kesavan says he prays that each of 
his children will become faithful followers of Jesus. 
He hopes that he can baptize them one day and then 
see them lead other people to Jesus. They know that 
following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together John 14:25-26. Then sing the key passage song.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 23, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Balasingham Family 
Photo” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Have Spoken 

(John 14:25-26)” song
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LEADER • It would be impossible for us to remember all of 
Jesus’ teachings and obey them perfectly. Thankfully, 
God sent the Holy Spirit to help us. As you go about 
your week, ask the Holy Spirit to remind you of the 
things you know are true about God. Ask for His 
help trusting that Jesus is worth any sacrifice. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Following Jesus isn’t easy, but He is worth it. 
He accepts us as we are and transforms us to be more 
like Him each day.

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, thank You for the amazing gift of Your 

Son. Help us trust You and understand that nothing 
we could ever sacrifice to obey You compares to the 
wonderful and eternal life available in Jesus. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Just As I Am” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Cost of Following Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14
STORY POINT: Following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Print double-sided copies of the “Key Passage Flip Cards” 
printable and cut them apart. Ensure you have one set 
for each kid in your group. Distribute the flip cards and 
challenge the kids to fold their card in half to fill in the 
missing words on the first level. After each level, they 
should move to the next level and fold the previous level 
under so they cannot see it.
SAY • Great job with those cards. Our key passage comes 

from the Gospel of John. Jesus spoke these words 
to His disciples before He went to the cross. He 
wanted them to know that even if they struggled 
to remember His teachings, the Holy Spirit would 
help them remember. The same is true for us. 
When we have faith in Jesus’ perfect life, death, and 
resurrection, the Holy Spirit lives with us to help us 
love and obey God.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find the books of 
Matthew and Luke. Discuss which division these books are 
in and why we use Bible divisions.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Key Passage Flip 

Cards” printable
• pencils or pens

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Jesus said the Son of Man has no place to what? (lay 

His head, Matt. 8:20)
2. What did Jesus say a person must take up to follow 

Him? (his cross, Matt. 16:24)
3. What did Jesus say about a king going to war? (He 

must consider whether his army can win, Luke 14:31)
4. Why do you think we must be willing to give up our 

family and even our life to follow Jesus? Guide kids 
to see that Jesus is the most important. If we truly love 
our families, we will want to put Jesus first so that we 
can help them see that He is best for them. If we love 
anything, even families or other good things, more than 
we love Jesus, those things have become idols. 

5. What are some ways you might suffer for Jesus’ sake? 
Discuss what can happen if kids stand up for what’s 
right against friends or other kids at school. Discuss 
missionaries who move away from home. Talk about 
places where Christians are not allowed to worship God 
and might be arrested or killed for their faith.

6. What do we gain by following Jesus? Help kids think 
about the rewards we have through Jesus, both in this 
life and the next. Remind them that Jesus gives us peace, 
love, joy, and wisdom. Help them see that no matter 
what hard situations we face now, someday we will rule 
with Jesus when He returns. 

SAY • Following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it. 
Some people hate Christians and think we are 
foolish and wrong. Even though they are enemies, 
we love them and trust Jesus through hard times. No 
situation is so difficult that God cannot use it for His 
glory and your good. He is worthy.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: A new way to preach
Print a few copies of the “Tamil Alphabet” 

printable and distribute them among the kids. You may 
choose to print enough for each kid to have one or ask kids 
to share. Give each kid a sheet of paper and a pencil and 
encourage her to try writing some of the Tamil (TAM-uhl) 
letters. Remind the kids that Tamil is a language used in 
Sri Lanka. You may display a world map and point out Sri 
Lanka off the tip of India on the eastern side. 
SAY • Kesavan Balasingham spoke Tamil when he moved to 

Canada and had to learn English. Learning English 
was very hard for him, but now he can preach, 
read the Bible, and tell people about Jesus in two 
languages! Many people in Kesavan’s community 
speak both languages. Learning another language 
isn’t easy. In a similar way, following Jesus is not 
easy, but He is worth it.

OPTION 2: A cross to bear
Before the session, make two crosses out of three pool 
noodles by cutting one in half to make the two cross 
bars. Use duct tape to secure the cross bars to the upright 
portion. During the session, form two teams of kids. 
Instruct the teams to line up on one side of the room. 
Place the crosses at the far side. The players on each team 
will take turns rushing to the crosses, picking one up, and 
returning it to their line. There, each player will hand off 
the cross to the next player in line, who will take the cross 
back and leave it at the far side. 
SAY • When Jesus said to take up your cross to follow Him, 

He wasn’t speaking about a silly, light, foam cross like 

• “Tamil Alphabet” 
printable

• paper
• pencils
• world map (optional)

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• pool noodles, 3
• duct tape
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these. But He also wasn’t talking about only a literal 
wooden cross used to crucify people. Jesus had to 
carry one of those, but the “crosses” we have to carry 
can be different.

We have to deal with different kinds of sufferings. 
Kids at school might make fun of us or think we 
aren’t cool. Some people might hate us for believing 
in Jesus. Others might even want to hurt or kill us. 
But the fact is, Jesus took the punishment we deserve 
for sin, and as a result, we can have forgiveness of sin 
and life with God forever. Following Jesus is not 
easy, but He is worth it. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 108

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 110

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 116

Unit 23 • Session 3

Unit 23 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Luke 11; 18

STORY POINT:  
Jesus taught people how to pray.

KEY PASSAGE:  
John 14:25-26

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth? Jesus taught about God and His 

kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Jesus Taught 
About Prayer
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3

LEADER Bible Study
Prayer is personal communication with God. Many people aren’t sure how 
to pray or feel uncomfortable praying. To pray effectively, then, we must 
be taught how to pray. This is why Jesus’ disciples asked Him to teach 
them to pray. 

Jesus began with the Lord’s Prayer, not to establish the words we should 
use but to show how we should pray and what we should pray about. 
Through prayer, we demonstrate our dependence on and faith in the 
Lord. We should approach God as a Father and pray for His kingdom first 
and then for ourselves and others.

Then Jesus told a story about a man who went to his friend in the middle 
of the night to ask for food for a visitor. The friend did not want to be 
bothered but because the man did not give up, the friend finally gave 
him what he needed. God is not a sleepy neighbor. If a grumpy friend 
will reward persistence, how much more so will God! He cares about His 
children and is happy to give us what we need when we ask.

In a similar way, a human father who loves his child would not give him 
a snake if he asked for a fish. Will God give us everything we ask for? No, 
but when we are persistent with our prayers, we can trust Him to answer 
according to His glory and our good.

Jesus used another parable in Luke 18: A judge was unwilling to grant 
a widow’s plea for justice, but the woman did not give up. So the judge 
gave her justice. We should not give up praying if we have not received 
an answer from God. God is not like a wicked judge. When we pray 
consistently, God will give us justice and He will act quickly.
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Jesus Taught About Prayer
Luke 11; 18

Jesus had just finished praying when one of His disciples said, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” So Jesus told them, “When you pray, say, 
‘Father, Your name be honored as holy. Your kingdom come. Give us 

each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves also forgive everyone in debt to us. 

And do not bring us into temptation.’ ”
Then Jesus told them a story. 
“Imagine one of you goes to a 

friend at midnight and says, 
‘Friend, let me borrow three 
loaves of bread because a 
friend of mine has traveled 
to visit me, and I don’t have 
anything to offer him.’ The 
friend shouts from inside his 
house, ‘Go away! My family is 
in bed. I don’t want to get up 
to help you.’ Even though the 

man does not want to help his 
friend, he will get up and give 

his friend what he needs because 
he asked boldly.”
Jesus told this story to teach the 

disciples about prayer. He said, “Ask, and 
it will be given to you. Seek, and you will 

find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.”
Jesus asked, “Does any father, when his son asks for a fish, give 

him a snake instead? Or if the son asks for an egg, does the father give 
him a scorpion?” Jesus said that fathers who are sinners know how to 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Hold up 
props at appropriate 
times during the 
story (bread, an egg, a 
fish, and so on).

• Move around: Move 
to a different spot 
in the room to help 
distinguish between 
each of Jesus’ stories.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Taught About Prayer
Luke 11; 18

Jesus had just finished praying when one of His disciples said, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” So Jesus told them, “When you pray, say, 
‘Father, Your name be honored as holy. Your kingdom come. Give us 

each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves also forgive everyone in debt to us. 

And do not bring us into temptation.’ ”
Then Jesus told them a story. 
“Imagine one of you goes to a 

friend at midnight and says, 
‘Friend, let me borrow three 
loaves of bread because a 
friend of mine has traveled 
to visit me, and I don’t have 
anything to offer him.’ The 
friend shouts from inside his 
house, ‘Go away! My family is 
in bed. I don’t want to get up 
to help you.’ Even though the 

man does not want to help his 
friend, he will get up and give 

his friend what he needs because 
he asked boldly.”
Jesus told this story to teach the 

disciples about prayer. He said, “Ask, and 
it will be given to you. Seek, and you will 

find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.”
Jesus asked, “Does any father, when his son asks for a fish, give 

him a snake instead? Or if the son asks for an egg, does the father give 
him a scorpion?” Jesus said that fathers who are sinners know how to 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use props: Hold up 
props at appropriate 
times during the 
story (bread, an egg, a 
fish, and so on).

• Move around: Move 
to a different spot 
in the room to help 
distinguish between 
each of Jesus’ stories.

give good gifts to their children. God is an even greater 
Father! He gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask.

Jesus told another story—a parable—to teach the 
disciples to pray without giving up. “In a town was a 
judge who did not care about God or people. Over and 
over, a widow went to the judge and asked him to protect 
her from wrongdoing. The judge did not want to help, 
but after awhile he said, ‘I will give this widow what she 
wants so she does not keep bothering me.’ ”

Jesus pointed out that the unjust judge did what was 
right because the widow did not give up. “When people 
cry out to God day and night, will He ignore them?” 
Jesus asked. “No! He will quickly make things right.” 
Jesus wanted His followers to have faith that doesn’t give up.

Christ Connection: Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, 
we can pray to God as a Father and ask for what we need. We 
can trust that God is good and loving, and we can count on 
Him to do what is right.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Prayer
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 11; 18
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people how to pray.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss if they like to 
talk on the phone. With whom might they talk?
SAY • If you want to speak with a person who is not with 

you, you can call that person on the phone. Modern 
technology even allows us to video call each other! 
But did you know that when it comes to speaking 
with God, things are even more convenient? We’ll 
learn more about talking to God today.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Vowel Swap” activity page. Ask 
kids to use the code to add back the missing vowels. Then 
they will cross out any words that start with A, E, O or U. 
Words that start with I will remain.
SAY • Great job. Today we will learn that Jesus taught 

people how to talk to God in prayer. When do you 
think we can pray?

• “Vowel Swap” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: God gives good gifts
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start the 
game by saying a word that begins with the letter G. The 
kid to her right will then say a different word starting 
with the letter G. Continue to play in this way until a kid 
accidentally repeats a word, or cannot think of any words 
that start with the letter G.
SAY • You all did a wonderful job coming up with G-words. 

Here are some other words that start with G: God 
gives good gifts. Today we will be learning about 
prayer. We will learn that God loves to answer our 
prayers and that God gives good gifts. Can you think 
of some of the good gifts God has given you?

OPTION 2: Cup telephone
Before the session, use a push pin or nail to poke holes 
in the center of the bottoms of the plastic cups. During 
the session, help kids cut string into approximately 6-foot 
lengths. Then demonstrate how to thread the string through 
the holes in the cups and tie a knot on the inside of the 
cup so that the string doesn’t come loose. Allow pairs of 
kids to practice holding the cups so the string is taut and 
whispering or listening into the cups.
SAY • Those cup phones are like a direct line to your friend. 

Even if you were whispering, your friend could hear 
you. In a way, that’s like prayer. God can always hear 
our prayers. We will learn more about that today.

Transition to teach the story

• plastic cups, 1 per kid
• push pin or nail
• string
• scissors
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual clothing.]
LEADER • You know, after the last two weeks, I had a feeling 

you might be back in my classroom again. I’m glad 
you are here. Normally I focus on teaching school 
subjects—like math and reading—but I have really 
enjoyed teaching the Bible instead the last two weeks. 

You know, Jesus was often called Teacher by those 
He spoke with. I wonder if He ever asked people to 
raise their hands before asking questions? Did you 
know that we can talk to Jesus whenever we wish, 
and we never have to raise our hands?

I’m speaking about prayer. Prayer is talking to 
God. We can talk to God all the time. We never have 
to wait for Him to be ready to listen. We can tell 
Him anything, too: how we feel, what we think, our 
desires, our frustrations, our questions. Anything you 
might say to your best friend or parent, you can say 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Prayer
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 11; 18
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people how to pray.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.
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to God. Prayer is an amazing gift. Jesus taught about 
prayer. I’d like to share with you what He said.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into our story, let’s review the big 
picture question and answer we have been learning. 
What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 
taught about God and His kingdom. He taught 
that all Scripture is about Him. Jesus came to earth 
to live a perfect life, die on the cross for our sins, and 
rise again to defeat death. He also came to show us 
a perfect example of who God is. His teaching helps 
us know much more about God and what God’s 
plans are for the world. Jesus helped explain how all 
Scripture points to Him.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. 
LEADER • Two weeks ago, we learned about the Sermon 

on the Mount. Jesus taught people how to live in 
God’s kingdom. We learned that the attitude in your 
heart is just as important as the behavior you show 
on the outside. Last week, we learned that following 
Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it. Jesus taught 
people that to follow Him, they might have to give 
up everything and would have to put Him first—
even over their families or their own lives!

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Luke 11; 18. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Jesus Taught About Prayer.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Taught About 

Prayer” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • One thing I love about how Jesus taught is His 
use of analogies. An analogy is like a comparison—a 
brief example used to help you understand 
something. 

Each time Jesus gave an example of a human 
who gives something good to another human, He 
reminded people that God is much greater than 
a human. If humans—who are broken by sin and 
often choose wrong, evil actions—will respond to 
requests when we are reminded again and again, we 
can be absolutely certain that God will answer our 
prayer. He always does what is good and right, and 
He never forgets anything. 

Sometimes we pray and it may feel that God didn’t 
listen or hasn’t answered, but God always answers 
prayers. He may not do exactly what we want Him 
to do, but His plans are perfect. That means when 
God does something different from what you asked, 
His choice is better. Everything He does is for His 
glory and our good. 

God loves to give us wonderful gifts. He sent Jesus 
to die for our sins, which is the most wonderful gift 
ever. We can pray in faith, knowing that God will 
give us what is best whether it’s the thing we prayed 
for or not. God loves to hear from His children. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, we can 

pray to God as a Father and ask for what we need. 
We can trust that God is good and loving, and we 
can count on Him to do what is right.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 23, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about whether there is a right or 
wrong way to pray. Guide them to discuss what they enjoy 
about prayer and why.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

 Play the missions video, pausing the video as 
directed for prayer. Ask for volunteers to pray aloud for each 
request.
LEADER • Jesus taught people how to pray. He wanted 

them to understand how important it is. One way 
we can support missionaries is by praying for them. 
No matter where we are, we can pray for Christian 
workers all over the world. This week, remember to 
pray for missionaries all over the world, like Kesavan 
and [names of missionaries your church supports].

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together John 14:25-26. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Jesus taught all kinds of wonderful things about 

God, God’s kingdom, and the Scriptures. It was 
more than any of us could remember or obey on our 
own. This key passage reminds us that everyone who 
believes in Jesus has the Holy Spirit living within. He 
helps us remember what Jesus taught so we can obey 
out of love.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God doesn’t expect you to pray special words. He 
will listen to your prayers however you offer them. 

• “Unit 23, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “How to Pray for 
Kesavan” missions 
video

• list of missionaries 
your church 
supports

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Have Spoken 

(John 14:25-26)” song

• “Just As I Am” song
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He loves us just as we are and sent Jesus to transform 
us into new creatures. Let’s sing to Him.

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You that You hear all our prayers. 

Help us trust You to always do what is best. Give us 
faith to talk to You about everything we think, feel, 
want, and need. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Prayer
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 11; 18
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people how to pray.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Develop hand motions to go with the key passage. You may 
use the motions for suggested phrases below.

• Spoken—Raise your index finger near your mouth, 
then move it away.

• Holy Spirit—Make your left hand into an O shape. 
Hold together your right thumb and index finger 
with the other three fingers sticking out. Move your 
right hand upward in a spiral away from your left 
hand.

• Father—Open your right hand wide and place the 
thumb against your forehead. 

• Teach—Hold both hands with the thumb pressed 
against the other four fingers, like a pinch. Move 
both hands back and forth from your temples 
outward. 

SAY • Jesus taught people how to pray. The Holy Spirit 
also helps us pray and remember Jesus’ words.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Luke 11; 18. 
Remind the kids that Luke is in the Gospels division.

• Key Passage Poster

Tip: Use sign 
language in your 
motions to increase 
inclusivity.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)

• paper
• pencils
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why did Jesus say the friend would help his neighbor 

even late at night? (His neighbor asked boldly, 
Luke 11:8)

2. What did Jesus say a father would not give his son? 
(a snake, a scorpion; Luke 11:11-12)

3. Why did the unjust judge do the right thing for the 
widow? (She kept asking, Luke 18:4-5)

4. How do these parables encourage us to pray? Guide 
kids to see that in each case, the person being asked 
was a sinner and still did the right thing. Jesus wanted 
people to see that because God is much greater than 
people, He can be trusted to hear our prayers and 
respond in the perfect way.

5. Can you think of a time you prayed for something 
specific? What happened? Guide kids to provide 
specific examples from their lives. Do not allow any kids 
to shame kids for asking for things that may seem silly or 
unimportant. Encourage kids to discuss honestly if they 
got the answer they wanted and how they knew.

6. What are some things you are praying about now? 
Encourage kids to share their requests with the group if 
they want to. Write them down. Offer time for the kids 
to pray for one another. Close the time by thanking God 
for always doing what is best. Challenge the kids to pray 
for one another throughout the week.

SAY • Jesus taught people how to pray. Jesus wanted 
people to understand that God loves His children. 
He enjoys giving us the good things we need. We can 
pray in faith, knowing God always answers.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Church planters
Assign one kid to be the church planter and stand 

in the center of the room. Read the following statements, 
asking other kids to join the gathering in the center after 
each statement is read. Continue adding kids until everyone 
is standing in the center, representing a new church. 
Encourage the kids to act out the statements as you read.

• A church planter prays and asks God to help build a 
church.

• A few friends join the church planter to pray and 
worship. They usually start meeting in someone’s 
home.

• They invite more friends to come and hear about 
Jesus. They sing, pray, and fellowship together. They 
hear stories from the Bible.

• As people become Christians, they invite more and 
more people to come. They baptize new believers and 
more people start coming to find out about Jesus. 
Sometimes the group gets so big that they have to 
move to another building.

SAY • Some missionaries are called “church planters” 
because they start churches from the very beginning. 
They don’t actually “plant” anything, but they begin 
to worship with a few people and invite others to 
come. They don’t have to have a fancy building that 
says “church” outside. Kesavan’s church meets in a 
high school gym! Don’t forget to pray for Kesavan’s 
church this week!

OPTION 2: Prayerwalk
Explain to your kids what a prayerwalk is. Then, gather 

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.
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your group and begin walking through the building, 
encouraging kids to pray silently or aloud as you walk. 
Guide them to pray for specific things your church needs. 
SAY • Jesus taught people how to pray. Prayer is really 

just talking to God. We can tell Him anything, just 
like we might tell a trusted friend. He cares about 
how we feel, what we think, what we need, and what 
we want. Sometimes going on a prayerwalk can be 
a great way to remind yourself of other groups or 
places that may need our prayers too. You could 
even do a prayerwalk around your neighborhood or 
school, asking God to save the people who live or 
attend there. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

Note: A prayerwalk 
is an activity that 
involves walking 
and praying in the 
places you expect 
God to answer the 
prayers. During a 
prayerwalk, pray 
for others rather 
than for yourself.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 124

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 126

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 132

Unit 23 • Session 4

Unit 23 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Luke 12

STORY POINT:  
Jesus taught people not to worry because 

God provides for our needs.

KEY PASSAGE:  
John 14:25-26

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth? Jesus taught about God and His 

kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Jesus Taught About 
Possessions
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4

LEADER Bible Study
A very large crowd—thousands of people (Luke 12:1)—had gathered 
around Jesus as He taught His disciples. The people recognized Him as 
a rabbi (teacher), so it was not unusual that someone called out, asking 
Jesus to settle a financial dispute. But Jesus knew the man was motivated 
by greed, and He told a story.

In Jesus’ parable, a rich man had so many crops that he decided to tear 
down his barns and build bigger ones. That way, he could store everything 
he had and take it easy. But the man was foolish and short-sighted. He 
didn’t consider he could die that very night. The saying is true: “You can’t 
take it with you.” Rather than storing up treasures for ourselves, we should 
live to glorify God and live generously, using what we have on earth to 
make an eternal impact.

Jesus also addressed worry with His disciples. Jesus’ followers should not 
be anxious about their basic needs. God takes care of the birds and the 
flowers. People are God’s most valuable and beloved creatures; we can 
trust Him to provide for us!

Jesus contrasted the way the unsaved Gentiles lived with how believers 
should live. Unbelievers seek wealth and possessions as if that was the 
main goal in life. They act like God does not care about their needs. But 
our focus should not be on ourselves, our wealth, and our possessions; 
we should focus on God’s kingdom. We do not need to worry. God will 
provide. He is glad to give us what we need!

God gives us good gifts on earth. We can steward these gifts for His glory. 
Earthly treasures will not last forever. When Jesus is our greatest treasure, 
we can live generously and trust God to provide what we need.
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Jesus Taught About Possessions
Luke 12

Thousands of people came together to listen to Jesus’ teaching. 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to share 
our father’s inheritance with me.”

Jesus said, “Watch out and be on guard against all 
greed. True life is not found in what you 

own.”
Then Jesus told the people a 
parable: “A rich man owned land 

that produced many crops. 
He didn’t have anywhere to 
store all of his crops, so he 
said to himself, ‘I will tear 
down my barns and build 
bigger ones. Then, I’ll have 
so much stored up that I can 
stop working and relax.’ But 
God told the man, ‘You are 
a fool! You will die this very 

night, and then what good 
is everything you have stored 

up?’” Jesus told this story as a 
warning for any person who stores 

up treasure on earth and is not generous 
toward God.

Then Jesus told His disciples, “Do not 
worry about your life or your body—what you will 

eat or what you will wear. Think about the birds: They do not plant 
or collect grain, yet God feeds them. Aren’t you worth more than 
birds?”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the 
story, draw simple 
illustrations like 
crops, barns, birds, 
flowers, food, drink, 
and so on.

• Vary tone: Draw 
kids’ attention by 
changing your tone 
when speaking 
dialogue. Slow your 
pace or emphasize 
key words.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Taught About Possessions
Luke 12

Thousands of people came together to listen to Jesus’ teaching. 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to share 
our father’s inheritance with me.”

Jesus said, “Watch out and be on guard against all 
greed. True life is not found in what you 

own.”
Then Jesus told the people a 
parable: “A rich man owned land 

that produced many crops. 
He didn’t have anywhere to 
store all of his crops, so he 
said to himself, ‘I will tear 
down my barns and build 
bigger ones. Then, I’ll have 
so much stored up that I can 
stop working and relax.’ But 
God told the man, ‘You are 
a fool! You will die this very 

night, and then what good 
is everything you have stored 

up?’” Jesus told this story as a 
warning for any person who stores 

up treasure on earth and is not generous 
toward God.

Then Jesus told His disciples, “Do not 
worry about your life or your body—what you will 

eat or what you will wear. Think about the birds: They do not plant 
or collect grain, yet God feeds them. Aren’t you worth more than 
birds?”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the 
story, draw simple 
illustrations like 
crops, barns, birds, 
flowers, food, drink, 
and so on.

• Vary tone: Draw 
kids’ attention by 
changing your tone 
when speaking 
dialogue. Slow your 
pace or emphasize 
key words.

Jesus also said, “Think about the wildflowers. They 
don’t work or make clothing, yet they are lovelier than 
a great and rich king in his fancy clothes. If that is how 
God takes care of grass—which grows today and is cut 
down tomorrow—how much more will He do for you?”

Jesus told His disciples not to worry about food or drink. 
“Seek God’s kingdom,” He said, “and God will provide 
what you need.” God is happy to give His children the 
kingdom.

Finally Jesus said, “Sell your possessions and give to 
the poor. A thief can take away treasure on earth, but 
treasure stored in heaven lasts forever. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Christ Connection: Jesus is our greatest treasure. Jesus left 
His place in heaven to live humbly on earth. Jesus obeyed God 
to set up His kingdom. We can give generously and trust God to 
provide everything we need.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Possessions
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 12
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people not to worry because God provides for 

our needs.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about the most 
important thing they own.
SAY • We often own things that are very special to us. Today 

we will talk about Jesus’ teachings about possessions. 
Possessions are the things we own. How do you think 
Jesus wants us to view the things we own?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Fashion Statement” activity 
page. Encourage kids to use the space provided to design 
and draw their idea of a cool or beautiful outfit. If boys are 
struggling to find this interesting, remind them they can 
design armor or a sports jersey. 
SAY • Those are some awesome outfits you designed! Today, 

we will learn about a time Jesus talked about what 
people wear. Did you know that He said flowers are 
more beautiful than even the best outfits people can 
wear? Why do you think Jesus compared our clothes 
to what flowers look like? We’ll learn more soon.

• “Fashion Statement” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Wants and needs
Designate one side of the room as Wants and the other side 
as Needs. You may choose to make signs and hang them 
for kids to see. Say the names of different objects the kids 
might own or wish to own. Instruct the kids to move to the 
side of the room that accurately describes the object you 
named. Allow kids to explain their reasoning. You may read 
from the suggested list below, or come up with your own.

• clothing
• healthy food
• junk food
• new toys
• pets
• school supplies
• clean water

SAY • Some of those were things we definitely need, and 
some of those were probably just things we want. 
Today, we will learn what Jesus taught about what we 
want and need. There’s one thing we need most of 
all. What do you think that is?

OPTION 2: Bubble blessings
Allow the kids to blow bubbles. Challenge them to name a 
blessing God has given them for each bubble they blow. 
SAY • No matter how great the blessings are that God has 

given you, none of them will last forever—none 
except the eternal life Jesus provides to everyone who 
has faith in Him. Today, we’ll learn more about Jesus’ 
teachings about possessions.

Transition to teach the story

• paper (optional)
• marker (optional)
• tape (optional)

Note: Be sensitive 
to kids whose 
families may 
struggle providing 
basic necessities.

• bubble solution
• bubble wands, 

1 per kid

Note: Be sensitive 
to kids whose 
families may 
struggle providing 
basic necessities.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing sandals, cargo shorts, sunglasses, and a 
Hawaiian shirt.]
LEADER • Hello again. Welcome back to my classroom. We 

teachers take our jobs very seriously. That’s why we 
spend so much time preparing for school even when 
school isn’t in session. But even teachers need a break 
sometimes. That’s why I’m dressed like this. I’m 
planning a dream vacation.

I love to relax by the beach with a good book and 
a huge glass of pineapple juice. When I do, all the 
worries of my job and my normal life seem to melt 
away. But you know, even though I sometimes feel 
like I need a vacation, the truth is, I only need one 
thing to deal with my worries. Would you like me to 
tell you what it is? [Allow responses.] I’d be glad to! It’s 
Jesus! The lesson Jesus taught about possessions and 
dealing with our needs helps me de-stress.

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Possessions
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 12
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people not to worry because God provides for 

our needs.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s review our big picture question and answer. 
What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 
taught about God and His kingdom. He taught 
that all Scripture is about Him. Jesus wanted 
people to know God, so He told people all about the 
Father. Jesus also wanted people to understand that 
He is the Messiah, so He used the Old Testament to 
show that He is the fulfillment of the law and the 
prophets. All Scripture points to Jesus.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • When we started this unit, we heard the Sermon 

on the Mount. Jesus taught people how to live 
in God’s kingdom. We learned that sin begins in 
our hearts and minds, so no one but Jesus can obey 
perfectly. Then we learned that following Jesus is 
not easy, but He is worth it. Last week, we studied 
prayer. Jesus taught people how to pray. He taught 
that we should have faith and trust God to do what 
is best for us. This week, we will learn what Jesus 
taught about our possessions.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Luke 12. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Jesus Taught About Possessions.”
LEADER • I think that most of us know what it feels like to 

want something really badly. Greed and selfishness 
are a natural part of our sinful hearts. We want 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Taught About 

Possessions” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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things we don’t have, and sometimes we make those 
things into idols by focusing all our attention on 
what we want and how we will get it. Jesus explained 
that is not a good way to live. Sin always keeps us 
from feeling joy.

It’s important to notice that Jesus doesn’t promise 
that God will give us everything we want. God is 
righteous and loving. He always does what is best. 
He doesn’t always give us what we want because 
often we want things that are bad for us. God wants 
to take care of us.

Jesus pointed to nature. He reminded people that 
if we can trust God to take care of all the plants and 
animals in nature, we can certainly trust Him to take 
care of us. He loves people more than any other part 
of creation. We can trust Him to meet our needs.

But what about the things we want? Well, Jesus’ 
teaching helps us understand a very important truth: 
He is more valuable than anything else. The only 
way to experience real joy, peace, and love is to live 
for God’s kingdom, worshiping Jesus as King. When 
we understand that Jesus is the greatest treasure, we 
understand that we can live without the things that 
we often think are so important.

God may still choose to bless you with cool toys or 
fun games, but people who treasure Jesus most will 
be transformed by His love. Believers can use all their 
possessions to bless other people and share God’s love 
with their neighbors. When we say that it is better 
to give than to receive, we really mean it! We’ve 
received all we need through Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection, so we can give generously to others. 
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Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus is our greatest treasure. Jesus left His place 

in heaven to live humbly on earth. Jesus obeyed God 
to set up His kingdom. We can give generously and 
trust God to provide everything we need. When we 
worry about what we do and do not have, it distracts 
us from worshiping Jesus and obeying Him out of 
love. Thankfully, Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross makes 
the way for us to have new life, so we can put away 
the distractions and live for God’s glory.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 23, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about whether it is wrong to own 
many things. Guide them to discuss ways they can show 
generosity and love with the things they own.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Print the “More about the Balasinghams” printable 
and invite a volunteer to read the statements about the 
Balasingham family.
LEADER • Jesus taught people not to worry because God 

provides for our needs. God provides for the needs 
of missionaries through people who give to missions 
and who pray for missionaries. We’ve been learning 
about Kesavan and Viji, who started a church in 
Toronto, Canada. God faithfully takes care of their 
needs so that they can serve Him.

Pray for the Balasinghams and for other missionaries your 
church supports.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 23, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “More about the 
Balasinghams” 
printable
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together John 14:25-26. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit was 

fulfilled two thousand years ago. That means 
everyone who has faith in Jesus receives the Holy 
Spirit right away. The Holy Spirit is God, and He 
helps us remember God’s Word and obey out of our 
love for God.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • It’s normal to feel worry and concern about the 
things we want and need. Thankfully, we can go to 
Jesus just as we are. He can transform our lives and 
make us into new creatures who love and obey God.

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for caring about us. We know 

that we do not deserve Your love. Thank You 
for loving us anyway. Help us trust You and live 
generously with all the blessings You have given us. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Have Spoken 

(John 14:25-26)” song

• “Just As I Am” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Taught About Possessions
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 12
STORY POINT: Jesus taught people not to worry because God provides for 

our needs.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word or phrase of the key passage on an adhesive 
name tag. Place one name tag each kid’s back and challenge 
kids to work together without talking to arrange themselves 
in the correct order.
SAY • Our key passage comes from the Book of John. Jesus 

spoke these words to His disciples before He went to 
die on the cross. Jesus knew that it would be hard for 
them to remember the wonderful things He taught 
them about God and God’s kingdom. Thankfully, 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to help us. He helps us 
remember the truth that Jesus taught so we can love 
and obey God. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Luke 12. 
Remind the kids that Luke is a part of the Gospels division 
of the New Testament. Help the kids draw a connection 
between the Gospel of Luke and the Gospel of Matthew 
by showing them how Matthew 6:25-34 contains a very 
similar teaching. Help kids see that the authors of all the 
Bible were inspired by God to write exactly God’s Word.

• Key Passage Poster
• adhesive name tags, 

1 per kid
• markers

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What happened to the rich man who stored up his 

possessions? (He didn’t get to use them because he died, 
Luke 12:20)

2. What did Jesus say about the birds? (They don’t plant 
or harvest food, but God feeds them; Luke 12:24)

3. What treasure did Jesus tell people to seek? (the 
kingdom of God; heavenly treasure; Luke 12:31-33)

4. What does “Where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also” mean? Guide kids to see that when we 
value something a lot, we think about it. Whatever we 
treasure most, we will spend our time and energy trying 
to get or protect. Help them see that greed distracts us 
from loving God and obeying His commands to be 
generous.

5. What do you think treasure in heaven will be like? 
Talk to the kids about what they think. Encourage 
them to be honest. Gently guide them away from the 
traditional ideas of gold, silver, or jewels. Help them 
see that heavenly treasure has more to do with enjoying 
God’s perfection and living in a perfect, restored world.

6. How can we avoid greed and selfishness? Help kids 
understand that to overcome greed we must understand 
Jesus’ generosity displayed on the cross. As we better 
understand the extravagant generosity of Christ, our love 
for Him will move us to show generosity as Jesus did.

SAY • Jesus taught people not to worry because God 
provides for our needs. It is not sinful to own 
possessions, but those who love Jesus seek ways to 
show generosity and glorify God with our stuff.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Ball toss blessings
Invite kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start 

the game by tossing a foam ball to another kid. She will 
name a blessing that God provides (such as food, home, 
clothes, toys, and so forth). The kid receiving the ball must 
think of a way that he could use that blessing to show the 
love of Jesus (such as bringing a meal to someone, inviting 
friends over to play, giving away outgrown clothes, sharing 
toys with a new friend, and so forth). Encourage kids to 
help one another with the answers and to throw the ball to 
different kids each time so everyone has a turn. Be prepared 
with ideas to share with kids who can’t think of an item or 
an answer.
SAY • Kesavan and Viji know that the things that God has 

provided for them should be used for His glory. They 
use things God provides, like their home, to build 
relationships and share the gospel. They invite people 
over for meals, Bible study, fellowship, and even to 
live for a while. Every blessing God provides can be 
used to show His love and goodness to others. We 
live on mission by blessing other people with the 
blessings God gives us. That includes the gospel!

OPTION 2: Treasure troves
Provide the kids with construction paper. Encourage them 
to draw pictures of things they consider to be treasures. 
Ask them to think of ways they can use those treasures to 
glorify God. You may provide plastic gems and play money 
for the kids to glue around the border of their drawings as 
decoration.
SAY • Jesus taught people not to worry because God 

• foam ball

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• construction paper
• markers or pencils
• plastic gems and play 

money (optional)
• glue (optional)
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provides for our needs. Jesus said that when we 
seek God’s kingdom, He will give us what we need. 
That doesn’t mean we will always have everything we 
want or that our lives will always be easy. However, 
the spiritual blessings we get through Jesus are much 
better and more important that anything we might 
not have. 

Seeking God’s kingdom means living in a way 
that puts God and His plan first. We can do that by 
sharing the gospel and using our time, talents, and 
possessions in ways that glorify God. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 140

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 142

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE148

Unit 23 • Session 5

Unit 23 • Session 5

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
John 10

STORY POINT:  
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares 

for His people.

KEY PASSAGE:  
John 14:25-26

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What did Jesus teach when He was on 
earth? Jesus taught about God and His 

kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

The Good Shepherd
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5

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus’ teaching caused division among the Jews. They argued about who 
He was and where He had come from. Had He really come from God? 
Was He crazy or demon-possessed? In John 10, Jesus taught about Himself 
by using a comparison that is found throughout the Old Testament: the 
Lord as the Shepherd of His people.

In Bible times, shepherding was a common occupation. Leaders of 
nations—even non-Israelite nations—would refer to themselves as 
shepherds of the people. A good shepherd would guide, provide for, and 
protect his people. Yet Old Testament prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel criticized Israel’s leaders for failing to shepherd God’s people well. 
The Israelites were like sheep—helpless and wandering—and they longed 
for a truly good shepherd.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who provides abundant life for His sheep. 
A shepherd would gather his sheep at night and form a pen to keep the 
sheep in and to keep wild animals and thieves out. The shepherd would 
lay across the opening. Like a shepherd provides safety for his sheep, Jesus 
provides salvation and eternal life.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep. A 
shepherd protects his sheep from wolves and other wild animals, even at 
risk to his own life. Jesus gave up His life on the cross to rescue sinners 
from sin and death.

Finally, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep. Even when 
two or more flocks gathered in a pen, a shepherd could call for his sheep 
and they would respond to the sound of his voice. Jesus knows His sheep 
personally. 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, came to do His Father’s plan: to die on the 
cross and rise again so that we might be saved. We can live sacrificially as 
we point others to the sacrifice Jesus made for us.
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The BIBLE Story

The Good Shepherd
John 10

Jesus told a story to the Jewish leaders: “If a person climbs into 
a sheep pen, he is not the shepherd; he is a thief. A 

shepherd enters the pen through the gate. 
When the sheep hear the shepherd’s 

voice, they recognize him and 
follow him. A shepherd calls his 

sheep by name, and he leads 
them. If the sheep hear the 
voice of a stranger, they will 
run away.”

The people did not 
understand Jesus’ story. 
Jesus was talking about 
God’s people as sheep. 
The Jewish leaders were the 

stranger, and Jesus is the 
Shepherd.

Jesus said, “I am the gate for 
the sheep. They come in through 

Me and are saved.” Jesus was saying 
that He is the gate that leads to true life. 

People who come to Him are like sheep 
who come to green pastures. Jesus warned, “A 

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” Jesus 
was talking about the devil, who does not want people to follow God. 
Jesus said, “I have come so that they may have life.”

“I am the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep,” 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display props: 
Show props related to 
the Bible story such 
as a stuffed animal 
sheep or shepherd’s 
staff.

• Make eye 
contact: Draw kids 
into the story by 
making eye contact 
as you speak.
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The BIBLE Story

The Good Shepherd
John 10

Jesus told a story to the Jewish leaders: “If a person climbs into 
a sheep pen, he is not the shepherd; he is a thief. A 

shepherd enters the pen through the gate. 
When the sheep hear the shepherd’s 

voice, they recognize him and 
follow him. A shepherd calls his 

sheep by name, and he leads 
them. If the sheep hear the 
voice of a stranger, they will 
run away.”

The people did not 
understand Jesus’ story. 
Jesus was talking about 
God’s people as sheep. 
The Jewish leaders were the 

stranger, and Jesus is the 
Shepherd.

Jesus said, “I am the gate for 
the sheep. They come in through 

Me and are saved.” Jesus was saying 
that He is the gate that leads to true life. 

People who come to Him are like sheep 
who come to green pastures. Jesus warned, “A 

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” Jesus 
was talking about the devil, who does not want people to follow God. 
Jesus said, “I have come so that they may have life.”

“I am the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep,” 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display props: 
Show props related to 
the Bible story such 
as a stuffed animal 
sheep or shepherd’s 
staff.

• Make eye 
contact: Draw kids 
into the story by 
making eye contact 
as you speak.

Jesus said. “I know My sheep, and My sheep know Me.” 
Like a shepherd risks his own life to protect his sheep from 
wolves, Jesus was willing to die for His people. Jesus came 
to do His Father’s plan, and He was going to die and rise 
again.

The Jews argued with one another. Many said, “Don’t 
listen to Him; He has a demon. He’s crazy.” Others said, 
“That’s not true. How can a demon give sight to the 
blind?”

The Jewish leaders asked Jesus, “Are You really the 
Messiah? Just tell us.”

Jesus answered, “I did tell you but you do not believe 
because you are not My sheep. My miracles prove who I 
am.” Jesus reminded them that He is the good shepherd. 
“My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they follow 
Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. 
No one will snatch them out of My hand. The Father and 
I are one.”

Christ Connection: Jesus is the Good Shepherd. God sent 
Him to rescue sinners. Jesus laid down His life for His sheep so 
they could have forgiveness and eternal life. When we trust in 
Jesus, we are His sheep who listen to, follow, and obey Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Good Shepherd
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 10
STORY POINT: Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His people.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to think about who 
protects them. Offer suggestions, such as police officers, 
firefighters, crossing guards, parents, and so forth. 
SAY • A lot of people work to protect us in different ways. 

Today, we will learn about a time Jesus explained 
how He protects His people. What do you think 
Jesus might have compared Himself to? What do you 
think He said we were like?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Guard the Flock” activity page. 
Instruct kids to draw lines connecting the dots in numerical 
order to complete the picture. 
SAY • If you want to keep a flock of sheep safe, it is 

important to have a fence to keep them in and keep 
predators out. Today we will learn about some things 
Jesus said about Himself and how He protects His 
sheep. Who do you think are Jesus’ sheep?

• “Guard the Flock” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Sheep wranglers
Use tape to mark a square on the floor, approximately five 
feet on each side. Select a child to be the Shepherd. The rest 
of the kids will be sheep and scatter around the room. The 
shepherd must lead the kids back to the square on the floor 
by holding hands with them and guiding them to that area. 
When the shepherd leaves to rescue another sheep, those 
in the pen may wander off again. The shepherd can only 
rescue one sheep at a time.
SAY • That game probably felt impossible for the shepherd. 

A sheep pen without a fence and gate would be 
pretty useless wouldn’t it? Today we will learn about 
a time Jesus said that He is the gate to the sheep pen. 
He also said He is the Good Shepherd. We will learn 
what that means soon. 

OPTION 2: Sheep skin
Provide each kid with a paper plate. Invite the kids to draw 
a sheep’s face on the plate. Provide cotton balls and glue for 
the kids to attach “wool” to their sheep face. Help the kids 
cut eye holes in the plate. Use tape to attach string to the 
masks so the kids can wear them. You may encourage the 
kids to wear their masks during the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus taught that His people are like sheep, and He 

is like a shepherd. Today, we will learn more about 
what that means. What do you think makes a 
shepherd good?

Transition to teach the story

• masking tape

• paper plates
• markers
• scissors
• glue
• cotton balls
• tape
• string
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire.]
LEADER • Hey, friends. I’m glad you could make it back 

again this week. I have a question for all of you: how 
many of you can tell your teacher is upset with you 
just by the sound of his or her voice? One of the best 
skills you can develop as a teacher is a good stern 
voice to use when kids misbehave. Often, just saying 
a kid’s name in the “teacher voice” is enough to make 
him behave!

Believe it or not, that actually reminds me a little 
bit of our Bible story this week. We’ll learn that Jesus 
said those who are His followers will recognize His 
voice in the same way sheep recognize the voice of 
their shepherd. And my guess is it’s also similar to 
how you know your teachers’ voices. I’ll get into 
it more soon, but first, let’s review the big picture 
question and answer.

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Good Shepherd
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 10
STORY POINT: Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His people.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? 
Jesus taught about God and His kingdom. He 
taught that all Scripture is about Him. Because 
of Jesus’ teachings recorded in God’s Word, we 
know a lot about God. Jesus’ role on earth was to 
live a perfect life, die as the perfect sacrifice for sin, 
and come back to life to defeat death. A part of 
His perfect life was telling people about God and 
His kingdom. Jesus wanted people to know God 
personally. His work on the cross made it possible for 
us to understand and obey God’s Word. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We have learned a lot about Jesus’ teachings. 

Jesus taught people how to live in God’s kingdom. 
We know that following Jesus is not easy, but He 
is worth it. Jesus taught people how to pray, and 
Jesus taught people not to worry because God 
provides for our needs. Today, we will learn that 
Jesus taught that He is a shepherd. But not just any 
shepherd, Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to John 10. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “The Good Shepherd.”
LEADER • In those days, many people would have been 

familiar with the job of shepherd. In lots of places 
in the Old Testament, God’s Word uses sheep and 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “The Good Shepherd” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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shepherds as examples. Jacob was a shepherd, and so 
was Moses. David was a shepherd before he became 
king and even wrote a psalm saying God was his 
shepherd. So when Jesus spoke of sheep, the religious 
leaders knew he was really talking about God’s 
people.

Jesus’ teaching is important because it helps us 
understand that some people want to hurt God’s 
children, like the thief. Others may not want to hurt 
God’s children, but they won’t stay around to protect 
them either, like the hired hand. Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who cares for His people. He laid down 
His life for us.

The religious leaders were very upset when Jesus 
said these things because they knew that Jesus was 
saying He is God. They did not want to believe that, 
but it is true. Jesus is God the Son. He came to earth 
to save people from sin by dying on the cross and 
rising again on the third day. Everyone who believes 
becomes a sheep in Jesus’ flock. And Jesus never loses 
any sheep. We can trust that Jesus will care for us 
perfectly until the day He returns to fully start His 
perfect kingdom.

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus is the Good Shepherd. God sent Him to 

rescue sinners. Jesus laid down His life for His sheep 
so they could have forgiveness and eternal life. When 
we trust in Jesus, we are His sheep who listen to, 
follow, and obey Him.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 23, Session 5” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why it’s good for us to follow 
Jesus. Guide them to discuss what happens when we follow 
our own desires. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the “Toronto Photos” printable. Point to 
Toronto, Ontario, on a world map. Explain that Canada 
is in North America and borders the United States. More 
than 140 languages are spoken in Toronto, but English is 
the most common language. Invite volunteers to read the 
captions of the photos aloud to the group.
LEADER • Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His 

people. He cares about the people in Canada, and 
He cares about you and me. Because He cares, He 
wants everyone to know about Jesus and trust in 
Him to have forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Close in prayer for missionaries around the world who are 
telling people about Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together John 14:25-26. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Jesus wanted His sheep to know His teachings 

and obey Him. That’s why He sent the Holy Spirit 
to live with us and help us remember and obey God’s 
Word. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus accepts us just as we are and helps us grow 
in Him. Let’s worship Him together.

• “Unit 23, Session 5” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Toronto Photos” 
printable

• world map

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Have Spoken 

(John 14:25-26)” song

• “Just As I Am” song
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Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for sending Jesus. Help us love 

and trust Him each day. Give us courage to obey. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Good Shepherd
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 10
STORY POINT: Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His people.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:25-26
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus 

taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is 
about Him.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a table 
tennis ball. Place the balls on one side of the room, and 
invite the kids to work together to blow the table tennis 
balls to the other side of the room. There, they will arrange 
the balls to form the key passage. You may provide straws 
to help the kids direct their blowing. Then allow volunteers 
to say the passage from memory. Thank each kid for her 
effort. Encourage all the kids to continue memorizing the 
key passage.
SAY • While Jesus was on earth, He taught many wonderful 

things. Thankfully, now that Jesus has risen from 
the dead and returned to be with God, the Holy 
Spirit lives with believers to help us remember the 
wonderful things Jesus taught. We never have to be 
alone. We can trust Jesus’ promise and know that the 
Holy Spirit lives with believers.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find John 10. 
Remind kids that John was Jesus’ disciple. John wrote down 
many of Jesus’ teachings about who He is.

• Key Passage Poster
• table tennis balls
• marker
• straws (optional)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How will sheep know their shepherd? (by his voice, 

John 10:3-4)
2. Why does a thief come? (only to steal, kill, and destroy; 

John 10:10)
3. What does the good shepherd do? (lays down his life 

for the sheep, John 10:15)
4. Why do you think Jesus compares people to sheep? 

Guide kids to understand that sheep are animals that 
need guidance. On their own, they cannot thrive. Help 
them understand that using the imagery of sheep also 
calls back to Psalm 23 and Old Testament figures like 
David, Moses, and Jacob.

5. How can we become part of Jesus’ flock? Guide kids 
to see that Jesus’ flock includes all people who have faith 
in Jesus. We cannot earn salvation, but God gives it 
freely to all who believe the truth of the gospel. Remind 
kids that salvation comes by grace through faith.

6. How do you feel knowing that no one can snatch 
us from Jesus? Lead kids to find and read John 10:28. 
Guide kids to discuss their feelings. Help them see that 
everyone who has faith in Jesus has eternal life. Explain 
to them that Jesus’ promise is not based on our behavior 
but on His power and goodness. Share your thoughts 
about these promises.

SAY • Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His 
people. Jesus said He would lay down His life for 
His sheep, and He died on the cross for our sins. He 
said He would take His life up again, and He rose 
from the dead on the third day. We can trust Jesus’ 
promises to protect and care for us.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Flag designers
Provide each kid with an index card. Challenge the 

kids to design a flag they might want to use if they were to 
create a new country. You may show pictures of different 
flags from countries around the world. 
SAY • Flags are a great way to show symbols that help 

people know what is important to your country. 
The Canadian flag has a maple leaf on it because 
maple trees are an important part of Canada’s culture 
and economy. But there many people from many 
different cultures and nations living in Canada. 
That’s why missionaries live in cities like Toronto 
to share the gospel with people from all over the 
world. The culture of Toronto is a blend of Canadian 
culture and the cultures from other countries. 
When we are willing to get to know people who are 
different from us, God can use us to share the gospel.

OPTION 2: I know that voice
Select a kid to stand in front of the class. He will close his 
eyes or wear a blindfold. Silently select another kid to say 
the story point aloud. The blindfolded kid will have to 
guess who spoke. Play multiple rounds, allowing each kid to 
have a turn at the different roles. 
SAY • Jesus said that His sheep hear His voice and know 

Him. We can hear God’s words to us when we read 
the Bible. That is the key way that God “speaks” to 
us today. When we read God’s Word, we learn more 
about Him and how He wants us to live. Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd who cares for His people. If you 
have faith that Jesus died for your sin and rose again 

• index cards
• crayons and markers
• pictures of flags 

from other countries 
(optional)

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• blindfolds
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on the third day, you are part of His flock, and the 
Bible is God’s voice speaking to you.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Key Passage: 
Psalm 40:5

Big Picture Question: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to 
glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Session 1:
Jesus Calmed a Storm
Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8
Story Point: 
Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is God.

Session 2: 
Jesus Fed a Crowd
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
Story Point: 
Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two 
fish.

Session 3:
Jesus Walked on Water
Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6
Story Point: 
Jesus showed He is God by walking on water.

Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker

Session 1:
Jesus Calmed a Storm
Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8
Story Point: Jesus calmed a storm 
to show the disciples He is God.

Session 2: 
Jesus Fed a Crowd
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; 
John 6
Story Point: Jesus miraculously fed 
a crowd with five loaves and two 
fish.

Session 3:
Jesus Walked on Water
Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6
Story Point: Jesus showed He is 
God by walking on water.

Session 4:
Jesus Showed His Glory
Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9
Story Point: Jesus showed His 
glory to Peter, James, and John.

Unit Description:
Jesus’ miracles were part of His purpose in bringing glory to the Father. His 
miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. They strengthened 
people’s faith and met people’s needs. Through Jesus, God did what is 
impossible for us to do on our own. He provided forgiveness, salvation, and 
eternal life.

Key Passage: 
Psalm 40:5

Big Picture Question: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 
miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of 
God, and to care for people.
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Session 4:
Jesus Showed His Glory
Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9
Story Point: 
Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and John.

Session 5:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Session 6:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Jesus Showed His Glory 
Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, 
and John.

Jesus Walked on Water 
Jesus showed He is God by walking on 
water.

Jesus Fed a Crowd
Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five 
loaves and two fish.

Jesus Calmed a Storm
Jesus calmed a storm to show the 
disciples He is God.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 166

Unit 24 • Session 1

Unit 24 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8

STORY POINT:  
Jesus calmed a storm to show the 

disciples He is God.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 40:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to glorify God, to 

show He is the Son of God, and to care 
for people.

Jesus Calmed 
a Storm
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1

Unit 24 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
After a long day of teaching, Jesus and His disciples got into a boat to 
cross over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. When their short sailing 
trip was interrupted by a violent storm, the disciples found themselves in 
danger with nowhere to turn—except to the One who created all things.

Several of the disciples were experienced fishermen. They had spent 
significant time on the Sea of Galilee, but this storm was so strong that 
the waves overtook the boat. The disciples were afraid they would drown. 
As the disciples panicked, what was Jesus doing? He was sleeping!

The disciples woke Jesus. The situation was out of their control, and 
perhaps they felt forsaken by God. But their reaction was full of irony: 
“Teacher! Don’t you care that we’re going to die?” (Mark 4:38).

The disciples obviously did not know why Jesus had come to earth. Jesus 
had come to rescue people from sin. In dying on the cross, Jesus would 
truly be forsaken by God. (See Matt. 27:46.) Jesus would die the death 
the disciples—and all sinners—deserve so that they could live forever with 
God. Did Jesus care that the disciples were going to die? Absolutely. But 
He was going to rescue them from something worse than drowning. Jesus 
would save them from spiritual death.

Jesus calmed the wind and the waves. He displayed His power over creation 
and demonstrated that He is truly God. God has power over the wind and 
the waves. (See Job 12:15; 28:25; Ps. 33:7; 107:25-30; Amos 4:13.) 

As you teach kids this Bible story, seize the opportunity to share the gospel. 
Help them understand the truth the disciples did not yet fully grasp. Who 
is this man? He is the Messiah, the Savior, and the Son of God.
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Jesus Calmed a Storm
Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8

Jesus spent all day teaching crowds of people near the Sea of 
Galilee. That evening, Jesus wanted to cross over to the other side of 
the sea.

So Jesus and His disciples left the crowds. They got 
into a boat and began sailing. Some of the 

people from the crowds followed in 
their own boats. While Jesus and His 

disciples traveled, Jesus fell asleep 
on a cushion at the back of the 

boat.
All of a sudden, a storm 

came. The wind was strong, 
and the waves crashed into the 
boat. Water was coming into 
the boat, and the disciples 
were afraid! Many of the 
disciples were fishermen. They 
had survived storms on the 

sea before, but this storm was 
different. It was so strong. If the 

water kept coming in the boat, the 
boat would sink. Surely they would 

all drown!
The disciples looked to Jesus for help, 

but Jesus was still fast asleep at the back of 
the boat. He didn’t seem to even notice the storm. 

Did Jesus care that they were about to sink into the sea?
The disciples woke up Jesus. “Lord, save us!” they said. “We are 

going to die!”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use lighting 
effects: Dim the 
lights to portray 
nighttime as you set 
the scene for the 
Bible story.

• Play sound 
effects: Play 
sound effects as you 
tell the story such 
as blowing wind or 
crashing waves.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Calmed a Storm
Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8

Jesus spent all day teaching crowds of people near the Sea of 
Galilee. That evening, Jesus wanted to cross over to the other side of 
the sea.

So Jesus and His disciples left the crowds. They got 
into a boat and began sailing. Some of the 

people from the crowds followed in 
their own boats. While Jesus and His 

disciples traveled, Jesus fell asleep 
on a cushion at the back of the 

boat.
All of a sudden, a storm 

came. The wind was strong, 
and the waves crashed into the 
boat. Water was coming into 
the boat, and the disciples 
were afraid! Many of the 
disciples were fishermen. They 
had survived storms on the 

sea before, but this storm was 
different. It was so strong. If the 

water kept coming in the boat, the 
boat would sink. Surely they would 

all drown!
The disciples looked to Jesus for help, 

but Jesus was still fast asleep at the back of 
the boat. He didn’t seem to even notice the storm. 

Did Jesus care that they were about to sink into the sea?
The disciples woke up Jesus. “Lord, save us!” they said. “We are 

going to die!”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use lighting 
effects: Dim the 
lights to portray 
nighttime as you set 
the scene for the 
Bible story.

• Play sound 
effects: Play 
sound effects as you 
tell the story such 
as blowing wind or 
crashing waves.

Jesus opened His eyes and saw that His friends were 
afraid. He got up and spoke to the wind. Then Jesus said 
to the sea, “Silence! Be still!”

At the sound of Jesus’ voice, the wind stopped 
blowing and the waves stopped crashing. Everything was 
calm. The disciples were safe.

Jesus looked at His disciples and asked, “Why are you 
afraid? Do you still have no faith?” Did the disciples not 
trust Jesus to take care of them?

The disciples were amazed. “Who is this man?” they 
asked each other. “Even the wind and the waves obey 
Him!”

Christ Connection: Jesus’ disciples knew Jesus was a good 
man and a good teacher. But when Jesus calmed the wind and 
the waves, He showed His disciples that He is also God. God 
rules the sea and stills its waves. (Psalm 89:9)
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Calmed a Storm
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8
STORY POINT: Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is God.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time they 
felt afraid. What scared them?
SAY • We often feel afraid when we face situations that we 

don’t understand or weren’t prepared for. Today we 
will learn about a time Jesus’ disciples felt very afraid. 
What do you think scared them? How do you think 
they handled their fears?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Before and After” activity page. 
Challenge the kids to search the two versions of the Bible 
story picture to find the seven differences. 
SAY • Wow, in the first version of the Bible story picture, 

the disciples look pretty scared! In the second 
version, it looks like the storm is over. Today we will 
learn about a time Jesus ended a storm. How do you 
think He did that?

• “Before and After” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Indoor storm
Split the group of kids into three smaller groups. Assign 
each group a role: rain, wind, or thunder. Ask each group to 
make noises that correspond to that sound in a storm. Kids 
can slap their thighs for rain, whistle for wind, and make 
thundering noises with their mouths.
SAY • That sounded like a huge storm. Thankfully, we 

weren’t in any danger. Today we will learn about a 
real, dangerous storm and how Jesus responded to it.

OPTION 2: Is it possible?
Instruct the kids to form a line in the center of the room. 
You may use masking tape to mark a line for the kids to 
stand on. Read a series of actions and instruct the kids to 
take a step to the left of the line if it is something they can 
do or could learn to do. Kids will take a step to the right of 
the line if it is something they could never do.

Suggested actions:
• play basketball
• plant a tree
• control the weather
• lift a school bus
• dance in a talent show

SAY • Humans can do many things. But one thing we 
cannot do is control the weather. In fact, we can 
barely even predict the weather, even with all our 
modern technology! Today we will learn about a 
time Jesus showed His power as God by controlling 
weather.

Transition to teach the story

• masking tape 
(optional)
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room 
to look like the front office of a travel agency. Place a desk 
on stage with a computer monitor. Hang travel posters 
and maps around the room. You may choose to display the 
theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire and a hands-free 
telephone headset.]
LEADER • Hello there. Wow, you certainly are a large group. 

I suppose you are booking some kind of school trip? 
Or maybe there’s a large family reunion somewhere? 
Either way, you’ve come to the right place. Welcome 
to Graceful Getaways, your one stop for non-stop 
vacation planning. So, where are you looking to go? 
[Allow responses.] Wait, really? You aren’t planning a 
big trip anywhere? Well, I suppose it makes sense. 
Stay-cations have been gaining popularity. 

Are you all sure you don’t want to book a cruise 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Calmed a Storm
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8
STORY POINT: Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is God.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.
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or a riverboat tour? We are running a special on all 
watercraft tickets. [Allow responses.] Well, it’s just as 
well. We are getting into stormy season, so travel by 
water might not be the best idea. 

Say, while you are here, would you like to hear a 
story about Jesus? He did a lot of traveling with His 
disciples, and they even faced some pretty big storms.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into this new unit, we have a new big 
picture question. Why did Jesus perform miracles? 
A miracle is something God can do that would 
normally be impossible. Jesus did many miracles 
while He was on earth. As we learn about some of 
the miracles Jesus performed, I want you to try to 
figure out why He did them. Let’s set the scene for 
our first story.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • After Adam and Eve disobeyed God, the world 

was thrown into sin. Every part of God’s creation was 
damaged by sin in one way or another. God’s people 
struggled in sin, sometimes obeying God, but usually 
fighting against Him or ignoring Him altogether. All 
along, God had a plan to rescue people and destroy 
sin. Jesus is God’s plan to defeat sin. Jesus came 
into the world as a baby. He grew into an adult and 
traveled throughout Israel doing ministry: healing, 
teaching, and performing other miracles. Today’s 
story is called “Jesus Calmed a Storm.”

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8. Use the 
Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you 
tell the story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Calmed a 
Storm.”
LEADER •I don’t know about you, but I’ve often wished I 

could control the weather. For starters, I’d never have 
to water my lawn again. But no matter how many 
times I sing songs asking the rain to go away or the 
sun to come out, I have no control over the weather. 

This story helps us see that Jesus is not like us. 
He doesn’t wish He could control the weather; He 
really does control it. At His command, the wind 
stopped, and the waves calmed. Only God is able to 
make all of creation do as He says. Why did Jesus 
perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to 
glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to 
care for people. After Jesus ended the storm, His 
disciples were safe from drowning, and they began 
to understand who Jesus is. Jesus calmed a storm to 
show the disciples He is God.

We often feel we have a lot of control over our 
lives. As you grow up, it might be tempting to feel 
more and more in control. Many people think they 
can control their lives if they have enough money, 
the right friends, or a position of authority. But we 
have very little control over our lives. 

The Bible teaches that God is in control of all 
things. He is good, loving, and just. We can trust 
that everything He does is for His glory and our 
good. Whenever we face difficult or scary situations, 
we can remember that God can use it for good.

• Bibles
• “Jesus Calmed a 

Storm” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

162 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 24 • Session 1



Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus’ disciples knew Jesus was a good man and 

a good teacher. But when Jesus calmed the wind 
and the waves, He showed His disciples that He 
is also God. God rules the sea and stills its waves. 
(Psalm 89:9)

Jesus did much more than saving His disciples 
from a dangerous storm. He lived a perfect life, died 
on the cross for our sin, and rose to life on the third 
day. His work made the way for us to be saved from 
something much worse than drowning. When we 
have faith in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives us 
new life with Him forever.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 24, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why we have bad days if Jesus 
is in control. Guide them to discuss ways we can encourage 
one another during hard times. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Play the “Good News for the T People” missions 
video. 
LEADER • One church in North Carolina made a big 

difference to a people group in Myanmar (mee-
ANN-mar), a country in Southeast Asia. They made 
it possible for people to hear about the amazing 
things Jesus has done, like when Jesus calmed a 
storm to show the disciples that He is God.

We don’t always feel like we can help missionaries 
very much, but the offerings we give can have a 
large impact. We can help provide the tools and 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 24, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Good News for the 
T People” missions 
video
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transportation needed to take God’s Word to people 
all over the world who may never have heard the 
good news of Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 40:5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • This psalm is a wonderful reminder that God is 

good. All He does is good. All His plans are good. 
We can trust Him through every trial and all hard 
times we face.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Only God can control the wind and the waves. 
Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is 
God. He is our miracle maker.

Sing together “Miracle Maker.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, we know that You are in control of all 

things. Help us trust You. Give us hearts that are 
filled with Your Spirit so we can love and obey You 
more each day. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “None Can 

Compare with You 
(Psalm 40:5)” song

• “Miracle Maker” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Calmed a Storm
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8
STORY POINT: Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is God.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Invite the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start the key 
passage and give him a beanbag or ball. He will say the first 
word then pass the beanbag to his left. The kid on his left 
will say the second word and pass the ball again. Continue 
in this way until kids have completed the key passage 
at least once and every kid has had a chance to hold the 
beanbag.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God does many 

wonderful things for us. Jesus is God the Son. He did 
wonderful miracles to show that He is God. Jesus’ 
most amazing miracle was saving sinners by dying on 
the cross and rising again. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Mark 4. 
Remind them to use the table of contents to find Mark 
and the large chapter numbers to find Mark 4. You may 
use the New Testament Israel Map to point out the Sea of 
Galilee (D6). Discuss the purpose of Bible divisions, and 
ask a volunteer to tell which division Mark is in. (to help us 
organize and understand the Bible; Gospels) 

• Key Passage Poster
• beanbag or ball

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What was Jesus doing when the storm hit the boat? 

(sleeping, Mark 4:38)
2. How did Jesus calm the storm? (by speaking, 

Mark 4:39)
3. How did the disciples react to Jesus’ miracle? (They 

were terrified and asked who Jesus was, Mark 4:41)
4. Why do you think the disciples were afraid? Direct 

the kids to think more deeply than the simple answer of 
the storm they faced. Help them see that their fear came 
from a lack of understanding of and trust in who Jesus 
is. If they had known who Jesus is and trusted Him 
completely even in the storm, they would not have been 
afraid.

5. How do you react to scary or hard situations? Guide 
kids to answer honestly. Discuss when it is hard or easy 
to trust God. Be sensitive if any kids share about abuse 
or neglect, and ensure you follow all proper reporting 
procedures according to the laws where you live and your 
church’s policies.

6. How can we know that Jesus is trustworthy no 
matter what? Prompt kids to provide ways we can know 
Jesus is trustworthy. Remind them that God’s Word is 
true, and it teaches us to trust Jesus. Jesus is God the 
Son, and the Bible teaches us that He has control over 
all of creation. We also know that God only does what is 
good and right. Everything He does is for His glory and 
our good.

SAY • Jesus calmed a storm to show the disciples He is 
God. When we understand who Jesus is and put our 
faith in His work on the cross, God forgives our sins 
and gives us eternal life with Him. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Missions motorcycle
Print enough copies of the “Motorcycle Picture” 

printable for each kid to have two. Instruct kids to each 
color in one motorcycle. The other will be sent home with a 
copy of the “Missions Message to Parents” printable. 

Instruct the kids to work with their parents to raise 
money for this missions offering. Consider dividing your 
total goal by the number of kids in your ministry and 
encourage each kid to bring back the second motorcycle, all 
colored in, when they reach their portion of the goal. 
SAY • Missionaries all over the world are grateful for the 

support of churches. They want all people to know 
Jesus, who is so powerful that He can calm storms 
and do other miracles. In the missions video, we saw 
how kids in one church raised enough money to buy 
a motorcycle that a missionary could use to reach 
villages with the gospel. We can raise money for 
missions too!

OPTION 2: Storm sticks
Provide each kid with a dowel. Help the kids tear lengths 
of blue paper streamers and tape them to one end of the 
dowel. Then work together to retell the story, allowing the 
kids to shake their storm sticks to simulate the wind and 
waves.
SAY • Some of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen before they 

followed Him, so they probably had been through 
some rough storms before. However, the storm 
from our Bible story must have been very powerful 
because the Bible tells us the disciples were terrified! 
Thankfully, Jesus is more powerful than anything in 

• “Motorcycle Picture” 
printable, 2 per kid

• “Missions Message to 
Parents” printable

• crayons

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• dowels, 1 per kid
• blue paper streamers
• tape
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creation because Jesus is the Creator! He rules over 
all things. When Jesus told the wind and the waves 
to be calm, they obeyed. We can know for a fact that 
when Jesus says we can have life through faith in 
Him, it is the truth. Everyone who trusts in Jesus is 
saved from sin and death. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 174

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 176

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 182

Unit 24 • Session 2

Unit 24 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6

STORY POINT:  
Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five 

loaves and two fish.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 40:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to glorify God, to 

show He is the Son of God, and to care 
for people.

Jesus Fed a Crowd
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2

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus’ disciples had been working hard, teaching people and healing them. 
Jesus called them to go away with Him to a desolate place so they could 
rest. By now, Jesus’ popularity was so great that finding a place to be alone 
was difficult. When Jesus and His disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee, the 
crowd of people were already waiting for them on the other side.

Jesus saw the crowds, but He wasn’t frustrated or angry. He didn’t tell 
them to go away. Instead, He had compassion on them because they were 
lost—like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who 
seeks and saves the lost. (See Luke 19:10; John 10:14.)

The miracle Jesus performed that evening—feeding 5,000 men plus 
women and children—is the only miracle during Jesus’ earthly ministry 
that is recorded in all four Gospels. The same God who provided manna 
for the Israelites in the wilderness multiplied loaves and fish to satisfy the 
crowd.

But Jesus’ didn’t intend to only meet people’s physical needs. He came 
to satisfy their spiritual needs as well. In John 6:35, Jesus said, “I am the 
bread of life.” He said that no one who comes to Him will ever be hungry, 
and no one who believes in Him will ever be thirsty again.

Jesus is the bread that came down from heaven. (See John 6:41.) God 
provided His Son as the perfect sacrifice to take away our sins. At the first 
Lord’s Supper, Jesus broke bread—a symbol of His death on the cross. (See 
Matt. 26:26.)

As you teach kids this Bible story, help them know that God can and will 
provide for our needs. Kids can trust Him for their “daily bread.” (See 
Matt. 6:11.) God met our greatest need in giving us salvation through 
Jesus. Will He not graciously give us all things? (Rom. 8:32)
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Jesus Fed a Crowd
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6

Jesus’ disciples had been hard at work. They had been healing 
people and teaching them. So many people came and went that the 
disciples did not even have time to eat! So Jesus said to them, “Come 

with Me. Let’s go to a quiet place where we can be alone 
and get some rest.”

Jesus and His disciples got into a 
boat to cross the Sea of Galilee, but 

many people saw them leaving. 
The people traveled by foot, and 

they ran ahead of Jesus. When 
Jesus and His disciples got to 
the shore, the people were 
already there waiting for 
them. Jesus saw the crowd 
and He cared about them 
because they were like sheep 
who needed a shepherd. So 
Jesus taught the people many 

things about God’s kingdom, 
and He healed people who were 

sick.
By this time, it was late in the 

day. Jesus’ disciples came to Him 
and said, “We are out in the middle of 

nowhere, and it’s getting late. Tell the people 
to go away so they can go to the farms and villages 

to buy themselves something to eat.”
But Jesus said, “They don’t need to go away. You give them 

something to eat.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use gestures: 
Look up as you tell 
about Jesus looking 
to heaven, use hand 
motions to mirror 
Jesus’ breaking bread, 
and extend arms as 
Jesus distributed 
bread and fish.

• Use props: Position 
12 baskets at the 
front of the room. 
Emphasize that 
everyone in the crowd 
ate until full, and the 
disciples collected 12 
baskets of leftovers.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Fed a Crowd
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6

Jesus’ disciples had been hard at work. They had been healing 
people and teaching them. So many people came and went that the 
disciples did not even have time to eat! So Jesus said to them, “Come 

with Me. Let’s go to a quiet place where we can be alone 
and get some rest.”

Jesus and His disciples got into a 
boat to cross the Sea of Galilee, but 

many people saw them leaving. 
The people traveled by foot, and 

they ran ahead of Jesus. When 
Jesus and His disciples got to 
the shore, the people were 
already there waiting for 
them. Jesus saw the crowd 
and He cared about them 
because they were like sheep 
who needed a shepherd. So 
Jesus taught the people many 

things about God’s kingdom, 
and He healed people who were 

sick.
By this time, it was late in the 

day. Jesus’ disciples came to Him 
and said, “We are out in the middle of 

nowhere, and it’s getting late. Tell the people 
to go away so they can go to the farms and villages 

to buy themselves something to eat.”
But Jesus said, “They don’t need to go away. You give them 

something to eat.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use gestures: 
Look up as you tell 
about Jesus looking 
to heaven, use hand 
motions to mirror 
Jesus’ breaking bread, 
and extend arms as 
Jesus distributed 
bread and fish.

• Use props: Position 
12 baskets at the 
front of the room. 
Emphasize that 
everyone in the crowd 
ate until full, and the 
disciples collected 12 
baskets of leftovers.

Jesus’ disciples were confused. “We can’t feed this 
many people,” they said.

“It would cost a whole year’s pay to buy enough bread 
for them to eat,” Philip said.

Jesus asked them, “How many loaves of bread do you 
have? Go look.”

Jesus’ disciple Andrew said, “A boy here has five 
loaves and two fish, but what good will that do for so 
many people?”

Jesus told the disciples to instruct everyone to sit down. 
So all the people sat down in big groups on the grass.

Jesus took the five loaves of bread and the two fish. 
He looked up to heaven, and then He blessed the bread. 
He broke it into pieces and gave it to the disciples. He 
also divided up the fish. The disciples passed out the 
food to the people, and everyone ate until full.

Then Jesus told the disciples to collect any leftover food. 
The disciples collected 12 baskets full of pieces of bread and 
fish. Jesus fed about five thousand men that day, plus 
women and children.

Christ Connection: By feeding the five thousand, Jesus 
provided for the physical needs of the crowd. The next day, Jesus 
called Himself the bread of life. (John 6:35) Only Jesus is able 
to satisfy our souls forever by providing forgiveness, peace with 
God, and eternal life.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Fed a Crowd
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about how they 
behave when they are really hungry. Do they get cranky 
when they are hungry?
SAY • We all need food to live. When we don’t have food, 

we often begin to feel crabby and upset. Today we 
will learn about a time many people were growing 
very hungry. That sounds like a recipe for disaster! 
But we’ll learn how Jesus provided for them.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “A Simple Feast” activity page. 
Direct the kids to circle two foods they would choose if 
they were going to plan a feast with just two kinds of food. 
Invite them to compare their answers with one another and 
explain their choices. 
SAY • When I think of a feast, I usually imagine lots of 

food of many different varieties. Today we will learn 
about a feast that had only two foods: bread and fish. 
Would you be impressed by that kind of feast?

• “A Simple Feast” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Hot loaf
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Provide one kid with a 
beanbag, paper wad, or small ball. Tell him to imagine it is 
a hot loaf of bread fresh from an oven. Play music or sing 
a song. While the music plays, the kids will pass the “loaf” 
around the circle. At random intervals, stop the music. 
The kid holding the “loaf” must say how much bread she 
could eat and then sit out the rest of the round. Play as time 
allows or until one kid remains. 
SAY • One loaf of bread might be enough for all of us to 

eat, but do you think five loaves would be enough 
for more than 5,000 people? No way! Today we 
will learn about a time Jesus used five loaves to 
miraculously feed thousands and thousands of 
people.

OPTION 2: Fish in the sea
Provide each kid with two chenille stems. Show the kids 
how to loop the chenille stems around and twist each 
together to form two simple “Christian fish” or ichthys 
(ICK-thoos) symbols. Discuss how many of the kids like to 
eat fish. Ask if they would rather eat bread, fish, or both.
SAY • Some people love to eat fish, and other people don’t 

like it at all. Today we will hear about a time Jesus 
fed thousands of people with just two fish and five 
loaves of bread! How do you think He did that?

Transition to teach the story

• beanbag, paper wad, 
or small ball

• music

• chenille stems, 
2 per kid
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire and a hands-free 
telephone headset.]
LEADER • Hi there. Welcome back to Graceful Getaways. 

I suppose you aren’t here to book a trip this week 
either? That’s OK. Now might not be a great time to 
travel. I just heard about a crazy news report. 

Apparently, yesterday evening a non-stop, cross-
country flight had a bit of an emergency. Somehow, 
the meals that were served on board had been 
mishandled. Everyone who ate the fish became 
violently ill—even the crew! Thankfully, a former 
pilot on board didn’t eat, and he was able to safely 
land the plane. Some people were calling it a miracle. 
Either way, it was good that no one got hurt.

But you know, this story reminds me of another 
time many people ate fish. The story I’m thinking 
of doesn’t involve any mishandled fish or foodborne 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Fed a Crowd
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.
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illness. But it does include a real miracle done by 
Jesus. Let me tell you about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Our big picture question is all about Jesus’ 
miracles. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to glorify God, to show He is 
the Son of God, and to care for people. A miracle 
is something amazing done with God’s power that 
would normally be impossible. Jesus’ miracles 
showed love by healing and saving people. His 
miracles glorified God by proving His power and 
goodness. They also showed that Jesus is the Son of 
God because no one else could have done what He 
did. Let’s learn about another miracle now.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Jesus traveled all over Israel. He healed people, 

taught about God, and performed many other 
miracles. Last week, we learned that Jesus calmed a 
storm to show the disciples He is God. This week, 
we will learn about a time Jesus cared for people by 
providing a big meal for a lot of hungry bellies. Our 
story is called “Jesus Fed a Crowd.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6. 
Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to 
help you tell the story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus 
Fed a Crowd.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Fed a Crowd” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • Sometimes I think about how frustrated the 
disciples probably felt at the start of this story. They 
were tired, hungry, and trying to get a break from the 
crowd of people who all followed Jesus. When they 
saw the huge crowd waiting for Jesus on the other 
side of the Sea of Galilee, they probably had a lot of 
anger bubbling up inside them. I know I would have.

But how did Jesus respond? The Bible tells us that 
He saw them and felt compassion. He knew that 
the crowd was filled with people who were like lost 
sheep. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He wanted to 
take care of the people. 

Now think back to the disciples again. As it got 
later and later, they finally had a chance to get away 
from the crowd by sending them to go get food. If 
I had been one of the disciples when Jesus told me 
to give them food, I might have lost my temper. If 
being tired, hungry, and surrounded by strangers 
weren’t irritating enough, now Jesus was asking 
the disciples to do something that was essentially 
impossible. But it was only impossible for them. 
Nothing is impossible for God.

Jesus didn’t say, “Don’t worry, I’m going to do a 
miracle to feed everyone.” Instead, He helped His 
disciples take on the challenge a little bit at a time. 
First, they found what little food was available. Then, 
they helped get the whole crowd seated. Next, they 
passed out the food bit by bit. It’s possible they kept 
expecting the food to run out after each person. But 
by the end, they had gathered more in leftovers than 
they had to begin with! Jesus miraculously fed a 
crowd with five loaves and two fish.
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Christ connection
LEADER • In a way, this can help us see what following Jesus 

can be like. We won’t usually know ahead of time 
what God’s plan for us is. Sometimes we might feel 
frustrated or overwhelmed. But we can trust Jesus 
each step of the way. His plans are perfect. He will 
help us push through and obey.

By feeding the five thousand, Jesus provided for 
the physical needs of the crowd. The next day, Jesus 
called Himself the bread of life. (John 6:35) Only 
Jesus is able to satisfy our souls forever by providing 
forgiveness, peace with God, and eternal life.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 24, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why some people don’t have 
enough food to ear. Guide them to discuss ways we can help 
meet people’s needs and trust God to meet ours. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the photos from the “Missions Work in 
Myanmar” printable. Point out the country of Myanmar 
(next to Thailand) on the world map, and invite volunteers 
to come read the descriptions on the cards from the 
printable. 
LEADER • Missionaries are helping people in Myanmar 

to understand who Jesus is. They want the people 
to understand the miracles that Jesus did and how 
much He loves them. Jesus miraculously fed a 
crowd with five loaves and two fish. Only Jesus, the 
one true God, can do that! 

Close in prayer for missionaries in Myanmar and any whom 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 24, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Missions Work in 
Myanmar” printable

• world map
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your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 40:5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • God’s works and plans are good. Everything He 

does is right. We can trust Him to meet our needs 
and keep all His promises.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus didn’t require that His disciples figure out 
the solution to the problem of not having enough 
food. Instead, He took things just as they were and 
used the situation to do something wonderful.

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You that Jesus is in control of all 

things. Help us trust Him even when we don’t know 
what His plans will be. Give us courage to obey at all 
times. Give us wisdom to see how we can be a part of 
His plans for the world. We know that You are good 
and will meet our needs. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “None Can 

Compare with You 
(Psalm 40:5)” song

• “Just As I Am” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Fed a Crowd
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and two fish.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a separate 
index card. For larger groups, you may wish to make more 
than one set. Mix up the cards and distribute them among 
the kids. Challenge the kids to see how quickly they can 
arrange the cards in the correct order. 
SAY • Psalms is a collection of songs written by many 

different people over many years. God’s work is 
amazing, and He does many miracles. Jesus is God 
the Son, and He did many miracles too, including 
dying for our sins and rising again. Why did Jesus 
perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to 
glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to 
care for people. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find one of the 
accounts of Jesus’ feeding five thousand. (Matthew 14; 
Mark 6; Luke 9; or John 6) Discuss the four gospels. Remind 
the kids that each gospel tells the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection, each from a slightly different perspective. 
Remind kids that all four are perfectly true.

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• pen

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why had Jesus and His disciples crossed over the Sea 

of Galilee? (to be alone, Matt. 14:13)
2. What did the disciples want to do with the hungry 

crowd of people? (send them away to buy their own 
food, Matt. 14:15)

3. How many baskets full of leftovers did the disciples 
gather? (12, Matt. 14:20)

4. What does this story show about Jesus? Guide kids to 
think about the compassion Jesus shows. Jesus wants to 
meet the needs of people. He met their physical needs by 
healing them and feeding them, but also meets spiritual 
needs. Jesus taught about God before dying on the cross 
and rising again. Jesus’ work made the way for us to be 
forgiven and have eternal life with God.

5. Why did Jesus call himself the bread of life? Guide 
kids to think about the role of bread in Old Testament 
stories. Remind them about the manna God provided 
and the significance of the unleavened bread at Passover. 
Help them see that, just as bread represents a basic 
necessity—food—Jesus is necessary to have spiritual life 
with God. 

6. How can we learn to trust Jesus more? Guide kids to 
discuss ways we can grow in faith, such as studying the 
Bible, gathering together as a church, praying, and even 
fasting. Help kids understand what those disciplines are 
and how we do them.

SAY • Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves 
and two fish. Jesus met the physical needs of the 
crowd by satisfying their hunger. He will meet all 
our spiritual needs. He satisfies our soul, provides 
forgiveness, and promises eternal life.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: A shared meal
Before the session, write each of the following 

ingredients on a separate index card: catfish, noodles, fish 
sauce, fish paste, ginger, banana stem, lemon grass, onions, 
garlic, and chickpeas. Consider writing a brief description of 
what the item is or even finding pictures online to show the 
kids. Fold the cards and put them into a bowl. 

During the session, invite the kids to sit in a circle. Place 
the cooking pot in the middle. Pass around the bowl and 
invite kids to choose an index card, read the ingredient, and 
add the card to the cooking pot.
SAY • These ingredients we added to the cooking pot make 

a dish called mohinga. Missionaries in Myanmar 
often make and share food with others to build 
relationships and share the gospel. 

Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves 
and two fish. Jesus shared many meals with all kinds 
of people. He ate and talked about who He is and 
how He loved them. We can do that right where we 
are too! You can invite friends to dinner or a church 
potluck. That’s a great way to show Jesus’ love and 
live on mission.

OPTION 2: More than enough
Ask the kids to sit in a circle. Provide one kid with a sheet 
of brown construction paper. Instruct her to tear off a small 
amount and pass the rest of the sheet to her right. Each kid 
will follow suit, tearing off a small bit and passing the rest. 
Count how many times the single sheet can go around the 
circle before it is all torn. 
SAY • It doesn’t matter how small of a piece you tear off, 

• index cards
• pen
• cooking pot
• bowl
• pictures from the 

Internet (optional)

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• brown construction 
paper, 1 sheet
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eventually, the sheet of paper would be gone. Jesus 
miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves and 
two fish. No matter how much of the bread or fish 
people ate, there was always more left for the next 
person. The Bible tells us that at the end of the meal, 
the disciples collected the leftover scraps. It was more 
than they had when they started!

In a way, this is like Jesus. No matter how many 
people we share Jesus with, He is always more than 
enough. His power never runs out, so there is no 
one whom Jesus cannot save. Everyone who trusts 
in Jesus for salvation will have eternal life with God. 
Jesus is the greatest treasure and the best provision 
we can have. And because He is more than enough, 
sharing His love will never decrease the amount of 
love He still has for us.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 190

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 192

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 198

Unit 24 • Session 3

Unit 24 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6

STORY POINT:  
Jesus showed He is God by walking 

on water.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 40:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to glorify God, to 

show He is the Son of God, and to care 
for people.

Jesus Walked 
on Water
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3

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus had just fed more than five thousand people on the shores of the Sea 
of Galilee. After sending away the people and directing His disciples to 
go back across the sea, Jesus went to a mountain to pray. It was late, and 
He sought to be alone with His Father. Jesus was preparing to fulfill His 
Father’s plan. Before long, He would die on the cross and rescue people 
from sin.

While Jesus prayed, the disciples struggled to cross the sea. A storm came 
and tossed their boat up and down. They didn’t make any progress against 
the waves. Then, in the early morning hours, they saw a figure walking 
toward them on the water. They thought it was a ghost, but it was Jesus!

Peter asked Jesus to command him to come out on the water, and Jesus 
called to him. Peter walked on the water too—until he remembered the 
storm. Peter took his eyes off of Jesus, and he began to sink. Peter cried 
out to Jesus, “Save me!”

Jesus took Peter by the hand, and they got into the boat. The wind and 
waves calmed. Though Peter had doubted, the disciples worshiped Jesus. 
Clearly He was no ordinary man; this was the Son of God—the promised 
Messiah!

Jesus proved that He can be trusted. His miracles, teaching, death, and 
resurrection showed that He is who He says He is. As you teach kids, 
encourage them to look to Jesus in faith every day. We can seek Him for 
our salvation and for help as we live in this world. Even in the midst of fear 
and doubt, we can hold out our empty hands and cry, “Lord, save me!” 
He will answer, and we can respond in worship of our Lord and Savior.
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Jesus Walked on Water
Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6

Jesus had been teaching crowds of people by the Sea of Galilee. It 
was getting late, so He told His disciples to get into the boat and go 
to the other side of the sea. Jesus sent the crowds away and went up 

on the mountain to pray by Himself.
That evening, the boat was far from the 

shore. The wind blew, and the waves 
tossed the boat around. Jesus was 

still on the mountain alone.
Around three in the 

morning, Jesus came toward 
His disciples, walking on the 
sea. When the disciples saw 
Jesus, they were terrified.

“It’s a ghost!” they cried.
Right away, Jesus spoke 

to them. “Have courage! It’s 
Me. Do not be afraid.”

Peter answered, “Lord, if 
it really is You, tell me to come 

to You on the water.”
So Jesus said, “Come!”

Peter got out of the boat and 
started walking on the water toward 

Jesus. But when Peter saw how strongly 
the wind was blowing, he was afraid. Peter 

began to sink.
“Lord, save me!” he cried.
Jesus reached out His hand and grabbed Peter. Jesus said, “You 

have little faith. Why did you doubt?”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use facial 
expressions: As 
you tell the story, use 
facial expressions to 
reflect the emotions 
of the disciples.

• Display a map: 
Display the New 
Testament Israel Map 
from the Small Group 
Timeline and Map Set 
(005802970) and point 
out the location of 
the Sea of Galilee.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Walked on Water
Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6

Jesus had been teaching crowds of people by the Sea of Galilee. It 
was getting late, so He told His disciples to get into the boat and go 
to the other side of the sea. Jesus sent the crowds away and went up 

on the mountain to pray by Himself.
That evening, the boat was far from the 

shore. The wind blew, and the waves 
tossed the boat around. Jesus was 

still on the mountain alone.
Around three in the 

morning, Jesus came toward 
His disciples, walking on the 
sea. When the disciples saw 
Jesus, they were terrified.

“It’s a ghost!” they cried.
Right away, Jesus spoke 

to them. “Have courage! It’s 
Me. Do not be afraid.”

Peter answered, “Lord, if 
it really is You, tell me to come 

to You on the water.”
So Jesus said, “Come!”

Peter got out of the boat and 
started walking on the water toward 

Jesus. But when Peter saw how strongly 
the wind was blowing, he was afraid. Peter 

began to sink.
“Lord, save me!” he cried.
Jesus reached out His hand and grabbed Peter. Jesus said, “You 

have little faith. Why did you doubt?”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use facial 
expressions: As 
you tell the story, use 
facial expressions to 
reflect the emotions 
of the disciples.

• Display a map: 
Display the New 
Testament Israel Map 
from the Small Group 
Timeline and Map Set 
(005802970) and point 
out the location of 
the Sea of Galilee.

They got into the boat and the wind stopped. Then 
everyone in the boat worshiped Jesus and said, “Truly 
You are the Son of God.”

Christ Connection: Jesus proved that He can be trusted. 
His miracles, teaching, death, and resurrection showed that He 
is who He says He is. Only Jesus can save us when we look to 
Him in faith.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Walked on Water
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they felt alone.
SAY • Feeling alone is a normal part of being human. Any 

time we think that no one understands us or how we 
feel, we can turn to God for comfort. He is always 
with us. Today, we will learn about a time Jesus’ 
disciples felt afraid, and Jesus was not with them. Do 
you think they might have felt alone?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Sink, Sank, Sunk” activity 
page. Guide kids to circle the items that would sink in water 
and cross out those that would float. 
SAY • Whether or not something sinks or floats depends on 

that object’s buoyancy—how dense it is compared to 
water. Today we will talk about a time Peter began 
to sink in water. However, in Peter’s case, he sank 
because of a lack of faith. What do you think that 
means? We’ll learn more today.

• “Sink, Sank, Sunk” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Walk on what?
Guide the kids to mimic you as you call out different 
surfaces and pretend to walk on that surface. Allow 
volunteers to suggest surfaces to mimic walking on. 

Suggested surfaces:
• pavement
• quicksand
• slippery ice
• a very steep hill
• water

SAY • Humans struggle to walk on some surfaces, such as 
slippery things or hills that are too steep. One thing 
that people cannot walk on is water. Our bodies are 
much too dense, and our feet push right through 
the surface. Today we will learn about a time Jesus 
miraculously walked on water anyway. 

OPTION 2: Cross the lake
Form two teams of kids. Provide each team with two sheets 
of blue construction paper. Instruct the teams to line up on 
one side of the room. When you say go, the first player in 
each team will use the construction paper to cross the room 
by laying one sheet down, stepping onto it, laying the next 
down, stepping to it, then grabbing the first and repeating 
the process like stepping stones. The first team to have each 
team member cross and return wins.
SAY • That was a tough way to walk across the room, but 

it wasn’t impossible. Today we will hear about a time 
Jesus did something usually impossible.

Transition to teach the story

• blue construction 
paper, 4 sheets
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire and a hands-free 
telephone headset.]
LEADER • Hey there, travelers! Or, stay-putters, as the case 

has been so far. I’m glad you could make it back to 
Graceful Getaways.

I just got through helping a customer book a trip 
overseas. He was a little nervous about the flight, 
but I convinced him that it would be worth it. It’s a 
nearly 18-hour flight time, but it’s a lot faster than 
taking a boat, and you definitely can’t get overseas in 
a taxi, train, or bus. 

The different transportation technologies we have 
nowadays astound me. Can you imagine what life 
would be like if we still had to walk everywhere? 
Traveling would be much harder and dirtier, and it 
would take much longer. Plus, if you had nothing 
but your own two feet, you couldn’t go anywhere 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Walked on Water
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.
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separated by water. Well, not without God doing a 
miracle for you, that is! That reminds me of a story. 
I’ll tell you all about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Our big picture question helps us think about 
Jesus’ miracles. Why did Jesus perform miracles? 
Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, to show 
He is the Son of God, and to care for people. 
Whenever Jesus did something by God’s power 
that would normally have been impossible, it 
communicated wonderful things about Jesus. His 
miracles met people’s physical needs and showed that 
He is the Messiah, God’s Son. Not only is He able to 
save us, He wants to as well!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • At the start of our unit, we learned that Jesus 

calmed a storm to show the disciples He is God. 
Last week, we discussed how Jesus miraculously fed 
a crowd with five loaves and two fish. Immediately 
after that, Jesus sent His disciples back across the lake 
and stayed behind to pray. Another dangerous storm 
arose, but this time, Jesus wasn’t with the disciples! 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6. Use the 
Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you 
tell the story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Walked 
on Water.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Walked on 

Water” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

193Jesus the Miracle-Worker



LEADER • Jesus’ disciples found themselves at the mercy of 
a dangerous storm once again, but this time, they 
couldn’t just wake Jesus and say “Save us!” But what 
I love about this story is that even though Jesus was 
still way back on the mountain, He knew about their 
troubles and came to save them.

Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. 
Not only was this something miraculous that could 
only happen by God’s power, it was also a picture 
of God’s love for us. Jesus did not walk away from 
danger, He walked right into it! He strolled into the 
middle of the storm to be with His disciples.

Peter—who was always confident but often 
wrong—showed great courage and faith when he 
stepped out of the boat, but it didn’t last long in the 
face of the storm. Even so, as soon as Peter began to 
sink, what did he do? [Allow responses.] That’s right! 
He called out for Jesus.

Jesus didn’t delay in saving him. Jesus didn’t say, 
“Sorry, Pete, looks like you’ll have to swim back to 
the boat.” Jesus saved him right away. Jesus wasn’t 
angry that Peter doubted, but He wanted Peter to 
have more faith. When they got back in the boat, 
Jesus calmed this storm too, and all the disciples 
worshiped Jesus. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus proved that He can be trusted. His miracles, 

teaching, death, and resurrection showed that He is 
who He says He is. Only Jesus can save us when we 
look to Him in faith.

Whenever we struggle to trust God or feel doubts 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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growing in our mind, we can turn to Jesus and pray. 
We can ask Him to give us more faith and protect us 
from our doubts. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 24, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they can strengthen their 
faith. Guide them to discuss in what or whom their faith is. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Show the “Around the World in 80 Ways” missions 
video. Then ask kids which ways they would choose to 
travel if they had their choice.
LEADER • Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. 

That was a miracle! Missionaries can’t walk on water, 
but they can travel in different ways. God uses the 
gifts of people just like you and me to provide for the 
needs of missionaries all over the world, including 
their need for ways to get around with the message of 
hope in Jesus.

Close in prayer, thanking God for missionaries who use 
various means of transportation to reach people with the 
gospel.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 40:5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • All of God’s plans are good. All of His actions are 

good. We can trust God because everything about 
Him is good! That was true when this psalm was 
written, it has been true ever since then, and it will 
be true forever.

• “Unit 24, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Around the World in 
80 Ways” missions 
video

• Key Passage Poster
• “None Can 

Compare with You 
(Psalm 40:5)” song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • When Peter called out to Jesus to save him from 
drowning, Jesus didn’t wait until Peter had done 
something to prove his faith. Jesus saved Peter just 
as he was. Jesus can save us too when we call out to 
Him, and He can transform us into new creations 
with hearts that love and obey God.

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, thank You that You are trustworthy. Help 

us love You and obey You out of love. Give us more 
faith each day. Give us courage to live for You even 
when the world around us says that is foolish or 
wrong. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Just As I Am” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Walked on Water
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6
STORY POINT: Jesus showed He is God by walking on water.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Cut paper into thin strips, approximately 11/2 inches in 
width. Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a 
separate strip. Mix up the strips and distribute them among 
the kids. Guide kids to order the strips according to the 
key passage and connect them as a paper chain, using tape 
to fasten the ends together into links. Invite volunteers to 
say the verse from memory. Thank each kid for her efforts. 
Encourage all kids to continue working to memorize the 
passage.
SAY • God’s works and plans are wonderful. Jesus is God 

the Son, so His work and His plans are perfectly 
aligned with God the Father’s. Why did Jesus 
perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to 
glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to 
care for people. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Matthew 14. 
Consider using the New Testament Israel Map to show the 
kids where the Sea of Galilee is (D6). Remind the kids that 
the Bible is God’s Word, and everything in it is true.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• scissors
• pen
• tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why did Jesus stay behind when the disciples crossed 

the lake? (to pray, Matt. 14:23)
2. What did the disciples think they saw when 

Jesus walked on the water toward them? (a ghost, 
Matt. 14:26)

3. When did Jesus save Peter from drowning? 
(immediately after Peter called out to Him, 
Matt. 14:30-31)

4. How was Peter able to walk on water? Guide kids to 
discuss how Jesus’ power allowed Peter to walk on water. 
Remind the kids that impossible things can happen 
when God’s power is involved. Point out the correlation 
between Peter’s faith in Jesus while he walked on water 
and his fear of the storm when he sank. Discuss the 
importance of faith in our lives.

5. Is there anything we cannot do with God’s power? 
Discuss the fact that God’s power is unlimited, but that 
doesn’t mean we can use Him for personal gain. Help 
kids see that testing the Lord is foolish and that anything 
He empowers us to do will be in line with His character 
and plans for the world.

6. When was the last time you trusted God to help you 
through a hard time? Guide kids to discuss experiences 
they have had in which God helped them through a 
difficult situation. Be sensitive to any kids who may 
disclose abuse or neglect. Report any suspicions according 
to the laws where you live and your church’s policies. 

SAY • Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. Peter 
had faith that he could walk with Jesus on the sea, 
but when he focused on his fear, he began to sink. 
We can trust Jesus through our fears. He saves us.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Tons of transportation
Invite kids to sit in a circle. Challenge kids to 

think of a way to travel that starts with the first letter of 
their name. Encourage creativity. You may allow kids to use 
adjectives if they need to (such as “Quincey; quick car”). Be 
prepared to offer suggestions if any kids struggle to come up 
with a word or phrase. 
SAY • Those were some pretty interesting ideas of how to 

travel. Did you know that many missionaries rely 
on all kinds of transportation, even some kinds that 
we may think are unusual? Missionaries often do 
whatever it takes so that people can hear about Jesus. 
Let’s pray that more and more people will hear the 
gospel and choose to follow Jesus, and that God will 
help missionaries all over the world find new ways to 
bring the gospel to those who need it.

Close in prayer for missionaries around the world, including 
those your church supports.

OPTION 2: Wave mural
Provide a large sheet of paper. Allow the kids to remove a 
shoe and trace a footprint on the paper. Provide markers, 
crayons, and other craft supplies to the kids to decorate 
the paper to look like waves. You may hang the mural in a 
hallway or on a focal wall for kids to look at and remember 
this story.
SAY • Jesus showed He is God by walking on water. 

When you remember this story, remember that 
when God calls you to take a step of faith, you 
can trust Him no matter what happens next. You 
probably won’t ever walk on water, but there are 

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• large sheet of paper
• markers, crayons, and 

other craft supplies
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many other difficult things—maybe even things 
that feel impossible—that God might ask you to do. 
Everything God does is for His glory and our good. 
When we take steps of faith to obey God, we can 
trust that He will use us in His wonderful plans.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 206

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 208

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 214

Unit 24 • Session 4

Unit 24 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9

STORY POINT:  
Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, 

and John.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 40:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to glorify God, to 

show He is the Son of God, and to care 
for people.

Jesus Showed 
His Glory
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4

LEADER Bible Study
As Jesus traveled and taught, people were trying to figure Him out. Who 
was this man? Was He a prophet? Was He crazy? Where did He come 
from? Some people thought He was John the Baptist who had been raised 
from the dead; others thought He was Elijah or another ancient prophet. 
Peter recognized Jesus as God’s Messiah. (See Luke 9:19-20.) 

One of the ways Jesus revealed His identity was through His miracles. 
Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, 
and to care for people. For three of Jesus’ disciples—Peter, James, and 
John—Jesus’ identity became even more clear when they witnessed His 
transfiguration, or change in appearance. The disciples accompanied Jesus 
to a mountain to pray. The location was likely Mount Hermon, which sits 
about 40 miles north of the Sea of Galilee.

Jesus’ appearance changed as He prayed: His face changed and His clothes 
became dazzling white. Moses and Elijah appeared with Him, and they 
talked about Jesus’ upcoming departure (His death and resurrection). 
Peter, James, and John had been sleeping, but they awoke to the incredible 
sight.

When you teach, review who Moses and Elijah were. In the Old Testament, 
God called Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Later, Elijah was a 
prophet to Israel. As Moses and Elijah were leaving, a cloud covered the 
whole group and a voice—God the Father’s—said, “This is my Son, the 
Chosen One; listen to him!”

At the transfiguration, Peter, James, and John beheld Jesus’ glory. We look 
forward to the day when Jesus will return in full glory to make all things 
new. While we wait, God calls us to share the gospel with others so they 
can share in the joy of knowing Jesus, the Son of God, and seeing His 
glory when He returns.
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Jesus Showed His Glory
Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9

One day, Jesus led three of His disciples—Peter, James, and 
John—up on a high mountain to pray. The disciples fell fast asleep. 
As Jesus prayed, His appearance suddenly changed. His face was 

shining like the sun, and His clothes were as white as the 
light. The disciples woke up and saw Moses 

and Elijah talking with Jesus.
Peter said, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here. If You want, I will 

set up three tents here: one for 
You, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”

While Peter was still 
speaking, a bright cloud 
suddenly covered them. A 
voice from the cloud said, 
“This is My beloved Son, 
with whom I am well-
pleased. Listen to Him!” The 

disciples heard this and fell 
facedown. They were terrified!

Jesus came up and touched 
them. “Get up,” He said. “Don’t be 

afraid.” When the disciples looked 
up, they did not see Moses or Elijah 

anymore. They only saw Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 

said to them, “Don’t tell anyone what you saw until the Son of Man 
is raised from the dead.”

The disciples did not tell anyone, but they wondered what Jesus 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture and point to 
the people as they 
appear in the story.

• Use lighting 
effects: Shine a 
spotlight or other 
bright light when 
telling about Jesus’ 
appearance on the 
mountain.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Showed His Glory
Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9

One day, Jesus led three of His disciples—Peter, James, and 
John—up on a high mountain to pray. The disciples fell fast asleep. 
As Jesus prayed, His appearance suddenly changed. His face was 

shining like the sun, and His clothes were as white as the 
light. The disciples woke up and saw Moses 

and Elijah talking with Jesus.
Peter said, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here. If You want, I will 

set up three tents here: one for 
You, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”

While Peter was still 
speaking, a bright cloud 
suddenly covered them. A 
voice from the cloud said, 
“This is My beloved Son, 
with whom I am well-
pleased. Listen to Him!” The 

disciples heard this and fell 
facedown. They were terrified!

Jesus came up and touched 
them. “Get up,” He said. “Don’t be 

afraid.” When the disciples looked 
up, they did not see Moses or Elijah 

anymore. They only saw Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 

said to them, “Don’t tell anyone what you saw until the Son of Man 
is raised from the dead.”

The disciples did not tell anyone, but they wondered what Jesus 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture and point to 
the people as they 
appear in the story.

• Use lighting 
effects: Shine a 
spotlight or other 
bright light when 
telling about Jesus’ 
appearance on the 
mountain.

meant. They asked Him, “Why do the scribes say that 
Elijah must come before the Messiah comes?”

Jesus explained that Elijah had already come—that 
is, a prophet like Elijah had come. The people did not 
recognize him as a prophet, and they mistreated him. Jesus 
said, “In the same way, the Son of Man is going to suffer at 
their hands.” Then the disciples realized Jesus was talking 
about John the Baptist.

Christ Connection: Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, 
and John. Jesus said He would die, rise from the dead, and 
return to heaven. One day, Jesus will come back to earth in His 
glory to make all things new.

205Jesus the Miracle-Worker



INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Showed His Glory
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9
STORY POINT: Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and John.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss what they 
would do if they climbed or hiked to the top of a mountain.
SAY • When you are at the top of a mountain, you can 

often see things you never would have thought 
you could see when you were on the ground 
below. Today, we will learn about a time three of 
Jesus’ closest friends and followers saw something 
miraculous at the top of a mountain. What do you 
think they might have seen?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “To the Top” activity page. 
Challenge kids to start at the bottom of the mountain and 
follow the maze to find a path to the top of the mountain.
SAY • Did you notice that on the activity page, Jesus was 

standing at the top of that mountain? Today, we will 
hear about a time He went up a mountain with some 
of His disciples to show them something wonderful. 
What do you think Jesus might have shown them?

• “To the Top” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Light or dim
Print and cut apart the “Light or Dim” printable. Display 
all the cards and direct kids to work together to sort the 
cards based on whether the picture depicts something bright 
or dim. 
SAY • Sometimes, what we think is bright or dim depends 

on what our eyes are used to seeing. A flashlight may 
seem bright on a dark night when the power goes 
out. But in the middle of a sunny day, the same light 
might seem dim. Today we will learn about a time 
Jesus shone brighter than just about anything we 
could imagine. Why do you think Jesus might shine 
brightly?

OPTION 2: Suncatchers
Provide each kid with two sheets of clear contact plastic. 
Help the kids remove the backing from one. Show them 
how to tear bits of tissue paper and stick them to the 
contact plastic. Instruct the kids to leave about a half-inch 
border around the edge. When kids finish sticking bits of 
colored tissue paper to their first sheet, help them remove 
the back from the second sheet and place it over the first 
sheet so that the two sticky sides are facing inwards, sealing 
the tissue paper inside.
SAY • These suncatchers will look beautiful when sunlight 

shines through them. Today we will learn about a 
time Jesus shone brightly with glory. What do you 
think that would have been like to see?

Transition to teach the story

• “Light or Dim” 
printable

• clear contact plastic, 
2 sheets per kid

• various colors of 
tissue paper

• scissors
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire and a hands-free 
telephone headset.]
LEADER • Hi there, friends. Welcome back to Graceful 

Getaways. I just got done booking a special trip for a 
customer who wanted to go to Utqiagvik (oot-kee-
AH-vik), a city in Alaska. It used to be called Barrow, 
but that’s less fun to say, if you ask me. 

Anyway, she wanted to go there because it is the 
northernmost city in the entire USA! It’s so far north 
that during the spring and summer, from about May 
12 until about July 31, the sun never actually sets! 
It stays in the sky, only barely touching the horizon. 
She’s hoping to see the special “midnight sun,” and 
Utqiagvik is one of the few places in the world where 
it happens. I told her going there during the summer 
was a real bright idea! Get it?

But as bright as it might be to have 80 days of 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Showed His Glory
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9
STORY POINT: Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and John.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.
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continuous daytime, that pales in comparison to the 
brightness of Jesus’ full glory. The Bible contains an 
amazing story that tells us about a time Jesus allowed 
three of His disciples to see a glimpse of His glory. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We’ve been studying a big picture question 
and answer about Jesus’ miracles. Remember that 
a miracle is something done by God’s power that 
would normally be impossible. Why did Jesus 
perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to 
glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and 
to care for people. When Jesus did impossible 
things, it proved that He has power over creation. It 
demonstrated that He is God the Son. He also used 
miracles to meet people’s needs for food, healing, and 
safety.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We learned that Jesus calmed a storm to show 

the disciples He is God. He protected His disciples 
from sinking and showed His power. We also talked 
about the time Jesus miraculously fed a crowd with 
five loaves and two fish. Again, Jesus was showing 
compassion on the hungry people and proving that 
He is God. When another storm put the disciples 
in danger, Jesus showed He is God by walking on 
water. They all worshiped Him and glorified God 
after that. This week, we will look at a story called 
“Jesus Showed His Glory.” 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9. Use the 
Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you 
tell the story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Showed 
His Glory.”
LEADER • Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and 

John. Mark wrote that Jesus’ clothing was whiter 
than any person could get them no matter how he or 
she washed them. Matthew explained that Jesus’ face 
shone like the sun! It would have been an incredible 
sight. Jesus’ glory is bright and intense, but it’s more 
than just a light.

Jesus’ glory is sort of like a combination of many 
different, wonderful things about Him. His glory is 
the intensity of His goodness. It is the depth of His 
love. It is the fullness of His holiness. It is the height 
of His fame. It is the length of His endlessness. It is 
also the majesty of His power. Jesus is the greatest 
treasure in the world. 

Jesus is more than a good man or a wise teacher, 
He is God the Son. The Bible tells us He is the image 
of the invisible God. He is the King of kings. All 
things were created by Him and for Him. Without 
Him, all of creation could no longer exist. When 
Peter, James, and John saw Jesus in His glory, they 
saw who Jesus really is more clearly than they ever 
had before.

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and 

John. Jesus said He would die, rise from the dead, 
and return to heaven. One day, Jesus will come back 

• Bibles
• “Jesus Showed His 

Glory” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

210 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 24 • Session 4



to earth in His glory to make all things new. 
This story tells of the first time Jesus revealed His 

glory to humans, but it will not be the last time 
humans see Jesus in glory. When Jesus returns to 
earth wearing bright white clothing and shining 
brighter than the sun, He will destroy all evil and fix 
everything wrong in the world. Everyone who has 
faith in Jesus will receive new, glorified bodies to live 
forever with God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 24, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about God’s glory. Guide them to 
discuss how we can show God’s glory to others.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the photos from the “They Need Jesus” 
printable. Read the story from the printable.
LEADER • Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and 

John. Missionaries in Myanmar want the people 
there to see the glory of Jesus, too. When people 
feel hopeless, Jesus can bring them hope. That’s very 
good news for all people. When people find hope in 
Jesus, He is glorified. One day, Jesus will return in 
His glory to make all things new. People from every 
tongue, tribe, and nation will worship Him as King!

Pray for missionaries in Myanmar and that the people who 
hear the good news about Jesus would trust in Him.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 40:5 Then sing the key passage song.

• “Unit 24, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “They Need Jesus” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “None Can 

Compare with You 
(Psalm 40:5)” song
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LEADER • This key passage helps us think about God. His 
plans and actions are perfect and righteous. We can 
praise Him for doing what is best. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus loves us just as we are, but when we have 
faith in Him, He does not leave us the way we are. 
Instead, He changes us to be more and more like 
Him. Someday He will return and give us glorified 
bodies to live with God forever in His perfectly 
restored world. 

Sing together “Just As I Am.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, help us glorify You. Give us wisdom to 

obey and courage to tell others about You. We know 
that we can only imagine how wonderful You are. 
Help us live in hope for the time when Jesus will 
return to fix everything wrong. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Just As I Am” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Showed His Glory
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9
STORY POINT: Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and John.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 40:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God, to show He is the Son of God, and to care for 
people.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Instruct the kids to line up in a single file. Give a 
playground ball to the first kid in the line. He will pass the 
ball under his legs to the kid behind him, who will pass it 
over her head to the kid behind her. Each time a kid passes 
the ball, she should say a word from the key passage in 
order. Play multiple rounds. If your group has fewer kids 
than words in the key passage, kids must move to the back 
of the line after saying their word.
SAY • Psalm 40:5 tells us that God’s works and plans are 

wonderful. We see this very clearly in Jesus’ ministry. 
Jesus taught about God and met people’s needs in 
miraculous ways. Why did Jesus perform miracles? 
Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, to show 
He is the Son of God, and to care for people.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Luke 9. 
Review which division of the Bible Luke is in. (New 
Testament, Gospels) Ask which other books are in the 
Gospels and what the division contains. (Matthew, Mark, 
John; accounts of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection)

• Key Passage Poster
• playground ball

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Where did Jesus show His glory? (at the top of a 

mountain, Mark 9:2)
2. Who stood with Jesus in glory? (Moses and Elijah, 

Mark 9:4)
3. What did the voice tell Peter, James, and John to do? 

(listen to Jesus, Mark 9:7)
4. Why do you think Jesus chose to reveal His glory to 

Peter, James, and John? Discuss those three disciples’ 
role as leaders among the disciples. Help the kids 
understand that they were Jesus’ closest friends as well as 
some of His most loyal followers. Help them understand 
that showing His glory to them was a way to help them 
see that He truly is God’s Son.

5. How should we respond to Jesus? Guide kids to 
discuss appropriate ways we might respond to the good 
news about Jesus. Talk to the kids about what it would 
look like to feel overjoyed, humbled, and awestruck. 
Remind the kids that part of our response to Jesus is 
loving obedience to His commands, including a desire to 
tell others about Him.

6. How do you feel when you think of Jesus’ return? 
Help the kids process through the different emotions they 
may feel about Jesus’ return. Remind them that everyone 
who has faith in Jesus will be glorified with Him and 
live forever with God. Focus on Jesus’ return as our 
source of hope. 

SAY • One of Jesus’ most impressive miracles happened 
when Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, and 
John. Jesus wanted them to know for sure that He is 
God. Jesus will return in glory someday to restore the 
world and destroy all evil.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Remember to pray
Before the session, make copies of the “Prayer 

Reminders” printable and cut apart the cards.
Invite each kid to choose a card to decorate. As kids 

color their cards, discuss ways that they can share Jesus’ love 
in their community. (Invite people to church, be kind and 
generous to restaurant servers, say “hello” and smile, tell people 
that Jesus loves them, and so forth.) Ask volunteers to read 
the statements on their cards.
SAY • Just like people of Myanmar need Jesus, people right 

in our neighborhood need Jesus too. When we look 
for ways to show God’s love to others and tell them 
about Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are living on 
mission. Whether God calls you to a faraway nation 
or to your next door neighbors, we can all be part of 
God’s wonderful plan for the world.

OPTION 2: Glow in the dark
Provide a variety of glow-in-the-dark objects. Invite the kids 
to play with the objects. Occasionally dim or turn out the 
lights so the kids can see how brightly the items glow and 
how quickly they fade. 
SAY • Glow-in-the-dark objects cannot shine unless they 

absorb the light-energy of other sources of light. 
Even after absorbing that energy, they quickly give 
off all the light they were able to store. In a way, 
these objects can help us think about the way we 
“shine” for Jesus. 

We cannot give off any light apart from Jesus. In 
our story, Jesus showed His glory to Peter, James, 
and John, and it shone as bright as the sun. When 

• “Prayer Reminders” 
printable

• scissors
• crayons or markers
• other craft supplies 

(optional)

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• variety of glow-in-
the-dark objects
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we believe the truth of the gospel, it transforms our 
lives so that we become lights in the world. But how 
brightly we shine depends a lot on how much time 
we spend with Jesus, the source of our light. We 
study our Bibles, pray, and fellowship with other 
believers to help us grow in our relationship with 
Jesus, so that we can shine His light onto everyone 
we meet.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Volume 1: In the Beginning
Unit 1: God Created Everything
Session 1: God Created the World (Genesis 1)
Session 2: God Created People (Genesis 1–2)
Session 3: Sin Entered the World (Genesis 3)
Session 4: Noah and the Ark (Genesis 6–9)
Session 5: The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)
Session 6: The Suffering of Job (Job)

Unit 2: God Formed a Nation
Session 1: God’s Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12; 15; 17)
Session 2: Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22)
Session 3: Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 24)
Session 4: God’s Promise to Isaac (Genesis 25–26)

Unit 3: The Nation Grew
Session 1: Jacob and Esau (Genesis 27–28)
Session 2: Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 29–31)
Session 3: Jacob’s New Name (Genesis 32–33)

Volume 2: Out of Egypt
Unit 4: God’s People in Egypt
Session 1: Joseph Sent to Egypt (Genesis 37)
Session 2: Joseph Explained Dreams (Genesis 39–41)
Session 3: Joseph Saved His Family (Genesis 42–46; 50)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Isaiah 9; Luke 2)
Session 4: Moses Was Born and Called (Exodus 1–4)
Session 5: The Plagues and the Passover (Exodus 5–12)
Session 6: The Red Sea Crossing (Exodus 13–15)

Unit 5: Toward the Promised Land
Session 1: Bread from Heaven (Exodus 15–17)
Session 2: Jethro Helped Moses (Exodus 18)
Session 3: The Ten Commandments (Exodus 19–20)
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Unit 6: Worship in the Wilderness
Session 1: The Golden Calf (Exodus 32; 34)
Session 2: The Tabernacle Was Built (Exodus 35–40)
Session 3: Rules for Sacrifice (Leviticus)

Volume 3: Into the Promised Land
Unit 7: Wandering in the Wilderness
Session 1: Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 13–14)
Session 2: The Bronze Snake (Numbers 20–21)
Session 3: Balaam and Balak (Numbers 22–24)
Session 4: Moses’ Farewell (Deuteronomy 31–34)

Unit 8: Conquering the Land
Session 1: Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 1–4)
Session 2: The Battle of Jericho (Joshua 2; 6)
Session 3: Taking the Land (Joshua 10–11; 24)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28)

Unit 9: The Cycle of Judges
Session 1: Israel’s Unfaithfulness (Judges 1–3)
Session 2: Deborah and Barak (Judges 4–5)
Session 3: Gideon (Judges 6–8)
Session 4: Samson (Judges 13–16)
Session 5: Ruth and Boaz (Ruth)

Volume 4: A Kingdom Provided
Unit 10: Samuel and King Saul
Session 1: Hannah and Samuel (1 Samuel 1–3)
Session 2: The Ark Was Captured (1 Samuel 4–6)
Session 3: Israel’s First King (1 Samuel 8–15)

Unit 11: Great King David
Session 1: David Was Anointed (1 Samuel 16–17)
Session 2: David Showed Mercy (1 Samuel 24)
Session 3: God’s Covenant with David (2 Samuel 6–7)
Session 4: David’s Kindness (2 Samuel 9)
Session 5: David Sinned and Was Restored (2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51)
Session 6: David’s Psalm (Psalm 23)
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Unit 12: Wise King Solomon
Session 1: Solomon Asked for Wisdom (1 Kings 2–3)
Session 2: Wisdom for God’s People (Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs)
Session 3: Solomon Built the Temple (1 Kings 6–8)
Session 4: The Kingdom Divided (1 Kings 11–12)

Volume 5: A Nation Divided
Unit 13: Elijah and Elisha
Session 1: Elijah and the Widow (1 Kings 17)
Session 2: Elijah at Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18–19)
Session 3: Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2)
Session 4: Elisha and the Army (2 Kings 6)

Unit 14: The Northern Kingdom of Israel
Session 1: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh (Jonah)
Session 2: Hosea, Prophet to Israel (Hosea)
Session 3: Israel Taken Captive (2 Kings 17)

Unit 15: The Southern Kingdom of Judah
Session 1: Isaiah, Prophet to Judah (Isaiah 6; 53)
Session 2: Hezekiah and Josiah (2 Chronicles 29; 34–35)
Session 3: Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah (Jeremiah)
Session 4: Habakkuk the Prophet (Habakkuk)
Session 5: Judah Taken Captive (2 Chronicles 36)
Session 6: Ezekiel Gave Hope (Ezekiel 37)

Volume 6: A People Restored
Unit 16: Hope in Exile
Session 1: The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)
Session 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 4)
Session 3: Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Matthew 1)
Session 4: Daniel’s Dream (Daniel 7)
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Unit 17: Return to the Land
Session 1: Obadiah the Prophet (Obadiah)
Session 2: The Captives Came Home (Ezra 1–3)
Session 3: The Temple Was Rebuilt (Ezra 4–6; Haggai)
Session 4: Zechariah the Prophet (Zechariah)

Unit 18: The People Restored
Session 1: Esther Saved Her People (Esther)
Session 2: The Walls Rebuilt (Nehemiah 1–6)
Session 3: God’s People Repented (Nehemiah 8–13)
Session 4: Malachi the Prophet (Malachi)

Volume 7: Jesus the Messiah
Unit 19: Into the World
Session 1: From Adam to Jesus (Matthew 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Session 2: John Was Born (Luke 1)
Session 3: Jesus Was Born (Luke 2)
Session 4: Jesus Was Dedicated (Luke 2)
Session 5: Jesus as a Child (Matthew 2; Luke 2)

Unit 20: Prepare the Way
Session 1: Jesus’ Baptism (Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28; 1 Corinthians 15)
Session 2: Jesus’ Temptation (Matthew 4; Mark 1; Luke 4)
Session 3: John Pointed to Jesus (Matthew 3; John 1; 3)
Session 4: Jesus Called Disciples (Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6)

Unit 21: Among the People
Session 1: Jesus’ Early Miracles (Mark 1)
Session 2: Jesus Taught in Nazareth (Luke 4)
Session 3: Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3)
Session 4: Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 4)
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Volume 8: Jesus the Servant
Unit 22: Jesus the Healer
Session 1: Jesus Healed Ten Men (Luke 17)
Session 2: Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl (Mark 5)
Session 3: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame (John 5)
Session 4: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind (John 9)

Unit 23: Jesus the Teacher
Session 1: The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7)
Session 2: The Cost of Following Jesus (Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14)
Session 3: Jesus Taught About Prayer (Luke 11; 18)
Session 4: Jesus Taught About Possessions (Luke 12)
Session 5: The Good Shepherd (John 10)

Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker
Session 1: Jesus Calmed a Storm (Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8)
Session 2: Jesus Fed a Crowd (Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6)
Session 3: Jesus Walked on Water (Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Showed His Glory (Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9)

Volume 9: Jesus the Savior
Unit 25: The Kingdom to Come
Session 1: Kingdom Parables (Matthew 13)
Session 2: Three Parables (Luke 15)
Session 3: Jesus’ Hard Teachings (John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11)

Unit 26: To the Cross
Session 1: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)
Session 2: Jesus Was Questioned (Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20)
Session 3: The Last Supper (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 13)
Session 4: Jesus Was Arrested (Matthew 26–27)
Session 5: Jesus’ Crucifixion (Matthew 26–27; John 18–19)

222 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 24 • Session 4



Unit 27: Out of the Grave
Session 1: Jesus’ Resurrection (Matthew 28; John 20)
Session 2: The Emmaus Disciples (Luke 24)
Session 3: Jesus Appeared to the Disciples (Luke 24; John 20 )
Session 4: Jesus Returned to Heaven (Matthew 28; Acts 1)

Volume 10: The Mission Begins
Unit 28: The Holy Spirit Empowers
Session 1: The Holy Spirit Came (Acts 2)
Session 2: Peter Healed a Man (Acts 3–4)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (John 1)
Session 3: Faithful in Hard Times (1 Peter 1–2)
Session 4: Living Like Jesus (2 Peter 1)

Unit 29: The Early Church
Session 1: Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 4–5)
Session 2: Stephen’s Sermon (Acts 6–7)
Session 3: The Good News (Romans 5–6)
Session 4: Doers of the Word (James 1–2)

Unit 30: The Church Grew
Session 1: Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8)
Session 2: Paul Met Jesus (Acts 8–9)
Session 3: New Life in Jesus (Colossians 2–3)
Session 4: Guarding the Truth (2 Corinthians 11)

Volume 11: The Church United
Unit 31: From Jews to Gentiles
Session 1: Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)
Session 2: Barnabas in Antioch (Acts 11)
Session 3: Jesus Is Better (Hebrews 1–8)
Session 4: The Hall of Faith (Hebrews 11)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28; John 20)
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Unit 32: Making Disciples
Session 1: Peter Escaped from Prison (Acts 12)
Session 2: Paul’s First Journey (Acts 13–14)
Session 3: The Church Divided (1 Corinthians 1–6)
Session 4: Letters to Church Leaders (1–2 Timothy; Titus)

Unit 33: A Firm Foundation
Session 1: The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
Session 2: Paul’s Second Journey (Acts 15–18)
Session 3: No Other the Gospel (Galatians 1–3)
Session 4: Paul Gave Hope (1–2 Thessalonians)

Volume 12: All Things New
Unit 34: Fight the Good Fight
Session 1: Paul’s Third Journey (Acts 18–21)
Session 2: Paul Was Arrested (Acts 21–23)
Session 3: Together in Jesus (Ephesians 2–3)
Session 4: Running the Race (Philippians 3)

Unit 35: Finishing Strong
Session 1: Paul Before Rulers (Acts 24–26)
Session 2: Paul’s Shipwreck (Acts 27–28)
Session 3: Brothers in Christ (Philemon)
Session 4: Children of God (1 John 2–3)
Session 5: Defending the Faith (Jude)

Unit 36: Come, Lord Jesus
Session 1: John’s Vision of Jesus (Revelation 1)
Session 2: Letters to the Seven Churches (Revelation 2–3)
Session 3: Before the Throne (Revelation 4–5)
Session 4: Jesus Will Return (Revelation 19–22)
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Unit 24 • Session 4



Coming 
Next Volume!

Jesus the Savior
Jesus told parables, or stories, to help people under-
stand what the kingdom of heaven is like. One day, these stories will become our 
reality when Jesus returns and reverses the curse of sin. As people began to turn 
against Jesus, He journeyed toward Jerusalem. Jesus continued to tell people that 
they needed to repent, and He prepared His followers for His death. In Jerusalem, 
Jesus was betrayed, arrested, tried, and crucified. The darkest moment of the gos-
pel story became the brightest when Jesus rose from the dead to provide forgive-
ness for all of God’s people. After Jesus rose from the dead, He spent 40 more days 
proving that He is alive and preparing His followers to continue His mission after 
He returned to heaven to be with His Father.

Kingdom Parables
Matthew 13

Jesus Was 
Questioned

Matthew 22; Mark 12; 
Luke 20

Jesus’ Resurrection
Matthew 28; John 20



DOWNLOAD  the
LIFEWAY KIDS APP

The Gospel Project® for Kids
The Gospel Project® for Kids is a Christ-centered Bible study resource 
that follows a chronological timeline of Bible events—from Genesis to Revelation—
over the course of three years. Each week, these stories come to life through video, 
music, activities, and more as kids connect biblical events to God’s ultimate plan of 
redemption through Christ. It’s the whole Bible like kids have never seen it before! 
Check out these products to supplement The Gospel Project for Kids! 

Classroom Bible - A one-time 
investment! 
The Gospel Project for Kids: Classroom Bible (005803464) 
has been designed to align with The Gospel Project for 
Kids 2018-2021 study plan. Its unique features will help 
point kids to Jesus. The size, cover, and weight make it 
a great fit for any child. At an affordable price point, this 
Bible is great for stocking your ministry’s Bible supply. 
Get yours at LifeWay.com or contact Customer Service  
(1-800-458-2772) to find out about bulk discounts.

Great resource for home! 
Access The Gospel Project for Kids: Volume 8: Jesus 
the Servant Family app inside the LifeWay Kids 
App, available on the iOS App Store or Google 
Play.
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