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GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US

The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain 
that because God created everything, He is in charge of 
everything. Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell kids that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us 
from God. Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must 
punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we 
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES. Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever 
received?” Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving 
His life, and He gives us His righteousness. God sees us as if we 
lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever!  
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to 
make. Ask: “Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can 
turn from self and sin and turn to Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.
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Teach the Story

Communicate the day’s 
Bible story and discover 

God’s big story.

• Big Picture Question
• Giant Timeline
• Bible Story

• Missions Moment
• Key Passage
• Sing

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 

between segments. 

• Opening Activities
• Activity Page

Introduce the Story

Build relationships 
with kids and 

introduce the day’s 
Bible story through 
engaging activities.

Preparation

Pray for your kids and contact 
families during the week. Gather and 

prepare session materials.

• Pray for your kids
• Send a parent email
• Print/download printables
• Assemble supplies
• Prepare videos

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
Familiarize yourself with the content 

and context of the Bible story and how it 
relates to God’s plan of redemption.

Bible Study 
at a Glance

All Things New
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Small Group Option

• Key Passage Activity
• Discussion & Bible Skills
• Closing Activities
• Journal & Prayer

Apply the Story

Reinforce the Bible story for multiple 
learning styles and lead kids to apply 
what they learned as they take part in 

God’s big story.

Suggested times
The times provided allow you to complete the session plan in an hour and fifteen minutes. 
Lengthen or shorten the session as needed.

Missions Moment 
Introduce kids to missions and encourage them to take the gospel to the 
nations with designated missions awareness activities.

Make it fit Customize the session plan to fit the needs
of your church or classroom.

1)  Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and 
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and complete 
one of the activity options together.

2)  Transition to an area in your room designated as the “Teach the Story” area. 
Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit 
your space, resources, and schedule.

3)  Move to another area of your room for “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the story 
point and Christ connection. Help kids apply what they have learned. Dismiss 
kids according to your kids ministry policies and procedures.

Small Group and 
Large Group Option

1)  Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and 
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and then 
complete one activity option together.

2)  Use the countdown video or other transition to move to the large group 
room. Join the other small groups for “Teach the Story.” Watch the Bible 
story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit your space, 
resources, and time constraints.

3)  Return to small group rooms to “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the Bible story’s 
story point and Christ connection. Dismiss kids according to your kids 
ministry policies and procedures.

All Things New
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Key Passage: 
1 Timothy 6:12

Big Picture Question: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process of 
becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Session 1:
Paul’s Third Journey
Acts 18–21
Story Point: 
Paul used every opportunity to tell people about Jesus.

Session 2: 
Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23
Story Point: 
God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.

Session 3:
Together in Jesus
Ephesians 2–3
Story Point: 
The gospel brings together different people as the church. 

Unit 34: Fight the Good Fight

Session 1:
Paul’s Third Journey
Acts 18–21
Story Point: Paul used every 
opportunity to tell people about 
Jesus.

Session 2: 
Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23
Story Point: God protected Paul so 
he could preach about Jesus.

Session 3:
Together in Jesus
Ephesians 2–3
Story Point: The gospel brings 
together different people as the 
church.

Session 4:
Running the Race
Philippians 3
Story Point: Following Jesus is 
like running a race for a wonderful 
prize.

Unit Description:
Paul’s ministry was difficult, and he suffered so that others would hear the 
gospel. Paul encouraged believers in the church to grow in their faith, seeking 
to know Jesus more and looking ahead to eternity with Him.

Key Passage: 
1 Timothy 6:12

Big Picture Question: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is the 
process of becoming more like Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

4 Younger Kids Leader Guide

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   4005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   4 12/1/20   9:55 AM12/1/20   9:55 AM



Session 4:
Running the Race
Philippians 3
Story Point: 
Following Jesus is like running a race for a wonderful prize.

Running the Race 
Following Jesus is like running a race 
for a wonderful prize.

Together in Jesus 
The gospel brings together different 
people as the church.

Paul Was Arrested
God protected Paul so he could preach 
about Jesus.

Paul’s Third Journey
Paul used every opportunity to tell 
people about Jesus.

5Fight the Good Fight
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 18

Unit 34 • Session 1

Unit 34 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 18–21

STORY POINT:  
Paul used every opportunity to tell 

people about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Timothy 6:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is 
the process of becoming more like Jesus 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul’s Third 
Journey

6 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 34 • Session 1
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1

Use Week of:

Unit 34 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
Paul’s third missionary journey was unlike his first two because he didn’t 
set out to plant churches. Instead, his mission was to encourage and 
strengthen existing churches. Paul wrote letters to the churches, but he 
knew some guidance was best given in person. 

Paul’s journey began when he traveled to the city of Corinth. To make 
a living, Paul was a tentmaker. Paul became friends with two other 
tentmakers in Corinth: a man named Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. In his 
business dealings, Paul was able to share the gospel with many people. The 
church in Corinth grew.

Paul took Aquila and Priscilla with him to Ephesus. Ephesus was a thriving 
city in the Roman Empire. Aquila and Priscilla stayed in Ephesus while 
Paul traveled to other churches and encouraged the believers. While Paul 
traveled, Aquila and Priscilla interacted with a Jewish believer named 
Apollos. Apollos was a leader in the early church, and Aquila and Priscilla 
helped him better understand about Jesus and the Scriptures. Apollos 
went on to greatly help other believers by showing through Scripture that 
Jesus is the Messiah.

The Holy Spirit led Paul to go to Jerusalem. This wasn’t an easy call to 
obey. The Spirit revealed to Paul that imprisonment and suffering awaited 
in Jerusalem. (See Acts 20:23.) Hadn’t Paul done enough? He had spent 
years preaching the gospel, and many people believed. Wasn’t now a good 
time for Paul to retire comfortably on a beach somewhere? 

Emphasize to kids that Paul did not cling to his own life. He used every 
opportunity to tell people the good news about Jesus and to help the 
church. God helped Paul preach with courage even when he was in danger. 
Paul was dedicated to Jesus, who called him to do the work of sharing the 
gospel. Paul boarded the ship to Jerusalem, uncertain of the future but 
certain of the goodness and grace of the Lord Jesus.

7Fight the Good Fight
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head1 (Bible 
Story is char.style 
“head1a”

head 2
head 3

body_indent

Paul’s Third Journey
Acts 18–21

Paul traveled from Athens to the city of Corinth. There he met 
a Jewish man named Aquila (uh KWIL uh) and his wife, Priscilla. 
They were tentmakers, as was Paul; so Paul stayed with them and 

worked with them. On the Sabbath days, Paul went to the 
synagogue to talk to the Jews and Greeks. 

He tried to persuade them to believe in 
Jesus. Some of the people believed, 

and the church grew in Corinth.
Paul traveled with his friends 

Aquila and Priscilla from 
Corinth to Ephesus (EF uh 
suhs). Aquila and Priscilla 
stayed in Ephesus while Paul 
visited churches throughout 
Asia. Paul helped the 
believers in the cities grow 
stronger in their faith.

While Paul was traveling, 
a Jew named Apollos (uh 

PAHL uhs) came to Ephesus. 
Apollos knew the Scriptures well. 

Apollos liked to tell people about 
Jesus, and what he taught was true. But 

he did not understand everything about 
Jesus, so Priscilla and Aquila took him to 

their home and explained more to him. Apollos 
traveled and taught others, using the Scriptures to show that Jesus is 
the Messiah.

Paul met with a group of people to eat the Lord’s Supper. He 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Display a map: 
Show a map 
of Paul’s third 
missionary journey. 
Draw a stick figure 
on a sticky note to 
represent Paul. As 
you tell the story, 
move the figure to 
the different places 
Paul traveled. 

• Use your voice as 
an instrument: 
Tell the story of 
Paul’s journey with 
enthusiasm as if 
telling about a 
friend.

The BIBLE Story

8 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 34 • Session 1
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Paul’s Third Journey
Acts 18–21

Paul traveled from Athens to the city of Corinth. There he met 
a Jewish man named Aquila (uh KWIL uh) and his wife, Priscilla. 
They were tentmakers, as was Paul; so Paul stayed with them and 

worked with them. On the Sabbath days, Paul went to the 
synagogue to talk to the Jews and Greeks. 

He tried to persuade them to believe in 
Jesus. Some of the people believed, 

and the church grew in Corinth.
Paul traveled with his friends 

Aquila and Priscilla from 
Corinth to Ephesus (EF uh 
suhs). Aquila and Priscilla 
stayed in Ephesus while Paul 
visited churches throughout 
Asia. Paul helped the 
believers in the cities grow 
stronger in their faith.

While Paul was traveling, 
a Jew named Apollos (uh 

PAHL uhs) came to Ephesus. 
Apollos knew the Scriptures well. 

Apollos liked to tell people about 
Jesus, and what he taught was true. But 

he did not understand everything about 
Jesus, so Priscilla and Aquila took him to 

their home and explained more to him. Apollos 
traveled and taught others, using the Scriptures to show that Jesus is 
the Messiah.

Paul met with a group of people to eat the Lord’s Supper. He 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Display a map: 
Show a map 
of Paul’s third 
missionary journey. 
Draw a stick figure 
on a sticky note to 
represent Paul. As 
you tell the story, 
move the figure to 
the different places 
Paul traveled. 

• Use your voice as 
an instrument: 
Tell the story of 
Paul’s journey with 
enthusiasm as if 
telling about a 
friend.

talked to the group until midnight. As Paul spoke, a 
young man named Eutychus (YOO tih kuhs) was sitting 
in the window. He listened to Paul talking and became 
very sleepy. When he fell asleep, he fell out the window—
three stories down to the ground!

Eutychus was dead, but Paul went to his side and 
put his arms around him, and Eutychus came back to 
life. Paul continued talking until the morning. Then the 
believers took Eutychus home, and they were greatly 
comforted.

Now Paul traveled back toward Ephesus. He decided 
not to stop in Ephesus, but he asked the leaders of the 
church there to meet him in a nearby city. Paul said to 
them, “I am obeying the Spirit and am going to sail to 
Jerusalem. I do not know what will happen to me there, 
but I know that trouble and jail wait for me. I do not 
care about my own life. The most important thing is that 
I finish the work Jesus gave me to do. I want to tell people 
the good news of God’s grace.”

Paul and the church leaders prayed together, and they 
cried because they knew they might never see Paul again. 
Then they went with him to the ship to say goodbye.

Christ Connection: As Paul traveled on his third missionary 
journey, he used every opportunity to tell people the good news 
about Jesus and to help the church. Paul was dedicated to Jesus, 
who called him to do the work of sharing the gospel.

9Fight the Good Fight
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Third Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 18–21
STORY POINT: Paul used every opportunity to tell people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time 
someone encouraged them.
SAY • We all need a little encouragement sometimes. Paul 

traveled many places telling people about Jesus. 
Some people were quick to hear and believe in Jesus. 
Some people did not want to hear what Paul had to 
say. Some people were even violent toward Paul. But 
God helped Paul to be encouraged in his work and 
to keep going until it was complete. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Paul’s Journey” activity page. 
Kids will help Paul move through his third journey from 
start to finish.
SAY • Paul traveled to many different cities on his third 

journey. He also met many different people. Paul 
used every opportunity to tell people about Jesus, 
no matter where he traveled or who he met. Paul was 
dedicated to sharing the gospel with others. 

• “Paul’s Journey” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

10 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 34 • Session 1
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Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Pack your bags
Invite the kids to sit in a circle. Tell them to make a packing 
list for a pretend trip. Invite the first kid to say the first item 
he would pack. Invite the second kid to say the first item 
and add a second item. Continue around the circle until 
everyone has said all of the items the group would pack.
SAY • I learned a lot about the kinds of things you all like to 

pack on your trips! Paul traveled all over sharing the 
gospel with others. Today we’re going to learn about 
Paul’s third missionary journey. What do you think 
Paul packed for his third journey?

OPTION 2: Travel agency
Form groups of three or four kids and give each group a 
paper and markers. Tell each group to pick a destination 
and plan a dream vacation: How will they travel to their 
destination? What will they do there? What will they see? 
What food will they eat? Invite the groups to create a poster 
and share their plans with the whole group.
SAY •  I’d really like to go with some of you on your trips! 

As we continue to learn about Paul, we see that he 
had one main goal when he traveled: to tell others 
about Jesus. Paul didn’t travel just to sightsee or eat 
yummy food. Paul cared about sharing the gospel. 
Who do you think Paul shared the gospel with on his 
third journey?

Transition to teach the story

• paper (1 per group of 
3-4 kids)

• markers

11Fight the Good Fight
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head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room 
to look like an animal conservation display from a zoo. 
Paint foam board to look like informational plaques about 
animals. Use fake plants and rocks to create the illusion of 
being near an animal enclosure. You may display the theme 
background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing khaki shorts, a cargo vest, a wide-
brimmed hat, and boots.]
LEADER • Good morning! Welcome to the zoo! We’re so 

excited to have you with us today. Here at the zoo, 
we are working to educate people about animal 
conservation. Animal conservation is the process of 
saving the habitats and ecosystems where the animals 
live in the wild. Right now, there are many habitats 
that are being destroyed and polluted. We want to 
travel around the world and help the wild animals to 
be able to live in the wild. There are many people, 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Third Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 18–21
STORY POINT: Paul used every opportunity to tell people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

12 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 34 • Session 1
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like myself, who travel to other places in the world to 
help clean up habitats. If we can work together and 
make every effort to help the habitats survive, we can 
help the future generations of animals to be able to 
continue living in the wild. 

This reminds me of Paul. Paul traveled on several 
missionary journeys trying to help others. However, 
he wasn’t concerned about animal habitats on earth. 
Paul cared about making sure people knew about 
eternal life in heaven! Paul told everyone he met 
about the good news of Jesus. He wanted everyone 
to hear and respond to the gospel. Paul made every 
effort to tell people about Jesus.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER •  I have a new word for us to learn today. Has 
anyone ever heard of sanctification? Sanctification 
is a big word. It has to do with the amazing 
transformation that God causes to happen in the 
lives of Christians. We’ll learn a lot more about it 
over the next few weeks. What is sanctification? 
Sanctification is the process of becoming more like 
Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We’ve been studying a lot about Paul the last few 

months. God used Paul for some amazing things. 
We can read about Paul’s missions in the Book of 
Acts. Paul spent time persecuting the church before 
God saved him. After Paul put his faith in Jesus, he 

• Giant Timeline

13Fight the Good Fight

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   13005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   13 12/1/20   9:55 AM12/1/20   9:55 AM



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
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subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

was a missionary and traveled around planting new 
churches.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 18–21. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul’s Third Journey.”
LEADER • Paul had already been on two other missionary 

journeys where he planted new churches. This 
journey was different. Paul was going to encourage 
churches that already existed. Sometimes Paul wrote 
letters to encourage and teach churches, but he also 
liked to help these churches in person.

Paul began his journey in the city of Corinth where 
he met and stayed with Aquila and Priscilla. Paul 
stayed and worked with them making tents. Did you 
know that Paul was a tentmaker? Since Paul used 
every opportunity to share the good news about 
Jesus, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath days. 
He tried to help the Jews and Greeks believe in Jesus. 
Some people believed and the church grew.

One night, Paul was eating and talking to a group 
of people. One man name Eutychus (YOO tih kuhs) 
got sleepy and fell out of the window. He fell three 
stories all the way to the ground! Everyone ran down 
to help him, but he was dead. Paul put his arms 
around him and Eutychus was alive again. Can you 
imagine seeing someone come back to life? It wasn’t 
Paul’s own power that brought him back to life. 
It was the power of God in Paul, and this miracle 
encouraged his friends in their faith in Jesus. 

Paul knew that God wanted him to go to 

• Bibles
• “Paul’s Third Journey” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

14 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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Jerusalem. He didn’t know what would happen to 
him there, but he knew it wouldn’t be easy or safe. 
Paul told his friends that he did not care about 
his own life. He only cared about doing the work 
of telling others the good news about Jesus. Paul’s 
friends prayed for him and sent him on a ship to 
Jerusalem. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul did not put his own life ahead of following 

Jesus. He used every single opportunity to tell people 
the good news about Jesus. Paul helped the church to 
grow and encouraged churches to continue following 
Jesus. God helped Paul as he shared the gospel and 
preached even in dangerous situations. Paul trusted 
God to protect him and he obeyed God even in 
uncertain times. Paul was dedicated to following 
Jesus and doing the work of sharing the gospel. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how long it takes to be like 
Jesus. Guide them to discuss ways God has changed them 
since believing the gospel. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Ask kids to tell you about times they have gone 
exploring. Where did they go—a cave, a house, an attic, a 
basement, the woods?
LEADER • We’re going to learn about a missionary explorer 

named David Livingstone, who lived many years ago. 
He explored places in Africa, but what he wanted 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 34, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Missionary Explorer” 
missions video

15Fight the Good Fight
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to do the most was find people who needed to 
hear about Jesus. He encouraged churches and new 
believers.

Play the missions video. Then pray for missionaries 
currently serving in Africa.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Timothy 6:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER •  Paul wrote this letter to Timothy to share with 

the church in Ephesus. The letter of 1 Timothy is 
found in the New Testament. 1 Timothy comes after 
2 Thessalonians. This letter is written to Timothy 
to encourage him to keep fighting the good fight 
of faith in Jesus. It’s not always easy to follow Jesus 
in this sinful world, but we can keep pressing on to 
know Jesus fully. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • One way we can fight the good fight of faith is by 
singing songs of truth. We can trust that the fight is 
worth it, because in the end Jesus will make all things 
new. Let’s sing together.

Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for the example of Paul. Help us 

to use every opportunity we have to tell others about 
Jesus. Thank You for sending Jesus. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Good Fight 

(1 Timothy 6:12)” song

• “All Things New” song

16 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.

17Fight the Good Fight
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Third Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 18–21
STORY POINT: Paul used every opportunity to tell people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word of the key passage on a separate sheet of 
paper. Tape the papers to the floor in a path. Invite the kids 
to take turns hopping on the path. Encourage the kids to 
say each word of the key passage as they hop. Cover some 
papers so the key passage word is not visible. Challenge the 
kids to hop through the path again reciting the key passage 
filling in the blanks on their own. Continue hopping 
through the path and saying the key passage until most of 
the kids can say it easily. 
SAY • Fighting the good fight of faith means that there will 

be times when we go against what our friends are 
doing. God has called us to put our faith in Jesus and 
fight to keep trusting Jesus every day.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 18–21. 
Remind kids that Acts is in the New Testament and 
comes after the Gospels division. Consider using the New 
Testament Mediterranean Map to show some of the cities 
Paul visited—like Corinth and Ephesus —and Jerusalem, 
where Paul knew he had to go next. (D5, D6, G10)

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• markers
• tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)

18 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. With whom did Paul stay and work in Corinth? 

(Aquila and Priscilla, Acts 18:1-3)
2. What happened to Eutychus while Paul taught a 

group of people? (Eutychus fell out of the window and 
died. Paul put his arms around him and Eutychus came 
back to life; Acts 20:7-10)

3. What did Paul know would happen to him when he 
returned to Jerusalem? (Paul knew that trouble and 
jail waited for him in Jerusalem; Acts 20:22-23)

4. What can be scary to us about following Jesus? 
Guide kids to answer honestly about times they have felt 
nervous to share their faith. Ask if they have ever been 
made fun of for trusting in Jesus. Be prepared to share 
examples from your own life of times you felt nervous 
about sharing your faith.

5. How can we share the good news of Jesus with 
others? Use The Gospel: God’s Plan For Me to walk 
through the gospel and help kids understand how to 
share the gospel. Remind the kids that if they have a 
plan of what to say, it will help them feel less nervous. 
Explain that praying for courage and wisdom is a great 
place to start if you want to share your faith with a 
friend.

6. Why does God want us to share the gospel? Help 
kids think through God’s goodness and love for people. 
Remind them that He wants people to know Him and 
be saved from sin. Help them see that His choice to 
include us in His plan is part of His love for us. It’s not 
a chore, but a blessing.

SAY • Paul used every opportunity to tell people about 
Jesus. God calls us to join the mission too. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

19Fight the Good Fight
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Exploration game
Before the session, print and cut apart the 

“Exploration Cards” printable. Hide the cards around the 
room.

Encourage kids to search the room for colored cards 
that will describe a new territory that missionary David 
Livingstone explored. Ask the volunteer who finds the card 
to read it aloud to the group.
SAY • David Livingstone loved the people of Africa. He 

knew that God loved them, too, and wanted the 
people to know about Him. Missionaries today travel 
to tell people the good news of Jesus and encourage 
churches.

OPTION 2: Transportation race
Invite all of the kids to line up along one wall. The leader 
will stand on the opposite wall. The leader will give 
transportation commands such as: 

• Journey five steps like a train.
• Journey three steps like a plane.
• Journey four steps like a ship.

The first kid to reach the leader on the other side of the 
room wins the game. The winner becomes the leader 
and gives transportation commands for the next round. 
Continue playing until all kids have had the opportunity to 
be the leader. 
SAY • That was so fun! You all traveled all over this room in 

many different ways. Paul never traveled in a plane or 
on a train, but he certainly walked a lot. We know he 
took ships to cross the waters. Paul didn’t just travel 
because he liked sightseeing. Paul traveled to many 

• “Exploration Cards” 
printable

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.
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cities sharing the goods news about Jesus. He was 
dedicated to Jesus and continued in the work God 
had called him to do. Paul used every opportunity 
to share the gospel.

I bet some of you will be called to travel all over 
the world to share the gospel with new people. But 
even those of you who may not travel the world as a 
missionary can still live on mission by loving others 
and telling them about Jesus.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.

21Fight the Good Fight
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

Unit 34 • Session 2

Unit 34 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 21–23

STORY POINT:  
God protected Paul so he could  

preach about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Timothy 6:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is 
the process of becoming more like Jesus 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul Was Arrested

22 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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2

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named 
Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand 
him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.) 

But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a 
group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary 
to their law. 

The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking 
Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained 
under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord 
gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in 
Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).

What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his 
future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to 
get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together 
for that purpose.

The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and 
reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for 
Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe.

In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. 
Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He 
believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to 
die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times.

We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we 
know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient 
and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and 
through us for the fame of His name. 

23Fight the Good Fight
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Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever 
he went. When he returned to Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see 
him. But many Jews did not like that Paul taught people they don’t 

have to follow Jewish laws to be saved. So these Jews 
made a plan to stop Paul.

Paul was at the temple when a 
crowd of people dragged him 

away and tried to kill him. But 
a Roman official came and 

stopped them. This official 
arrested Paul and brought 
him to the Sanhedrin, a 
powerful group of Jewish 
priests and other leaders. 
Their job was to decide if a 
person had broken a Jewish 
law, and if so, to decide 
how that person should be 

punished.
Paul stood in front of the 

Sanhedrin and looked the men in 
the eyes. “Friends,” he said. “I have 

done what God wants me to do. I do 
not believe I have done anything wrong.” 

Paul explained that he had been arrested 
because he taught that Jesus’ resurrection gave 

hope that we all can be resurrected. The men in the Sanhedrin began 
arguing. Some of them thought dead people would be resurrected 
at the end of time, and others thought that would not happen. The 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Dramatic 
conversation: As 
you tell the story, 
use different voices 
to role play the 
characters in the 
story.

• Show images: Find 
pictures to use as the 
people in the story 
as well as pictures 
for key locations 
such as the temple in 
Jerusalem. Use tape 
to secure them to a 
felt board or poster 
board.

The BIBLE Story

24 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever 
he went. When he returned to Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see 
him. But many Jews did not like that Paul taught people they don’t 

have to follow Jewish laws to be saved. So these Jews 
made a plan to stop Paul.

Paul was at the temple when a 
crowd of people dragged him 

away and tried to kill him. But 
a Roman official came and 

stopped them. This official 
arrested Paul and brought 
him to the Sanhedrin, a 
powerful group of Jewish 
priests and other leaders. 
Their job was to decide if a 
person had broken a Jewish 
law, and if so, to decide 
how that person should be 

punished.
Paul stood in front of the 

Sanhedrin and looked the men in 
the eyes. “Friends,” he said. “I have 

done what God wants me to do. I do 
not believe I have done anything wrong.” 

Paul explained that he had been arrested 
because he taught that Jesus’ resurrection gave 

hope that we all can be resurrected. The men in the Sanhedrin began 
arguing. Some of them thought dead people would be resurrected 
at the end of time, and others thought that would not happen. The 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Dramatic 
conversation: As 
you tell the story, 
use different voices 
to role play the 
characters in the 
story.

• Show images: Find 
pictures to use as the 
people in the story 
as well as pictures 
for key locations 
such as the temple in 
Jerusalem. Use tape 
to secure them to a 
felt board or poster 
board.

Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe.
The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him 

an incredible message: “Have courage!” He said. “You 
told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell about Me 
in Rome, too.”

In the morning, a group of Jews got together and 
made a plan to kill Paul. They promised to not eat or 
drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish 
leaders about their plan.

Paul’s nephew overheard this evil plan. He hurried 
to tell Paul what was going on. Paul told his nephew to 
report it to the commander.

The army commander said, “Don’t tell anyone that you 
told me about this plan.” Then the commander told two 
of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers 
and horses. They brought a horse for Paul to ride on, and 
that night, the soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the 
governor.

Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, 
Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, who 
showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the 
cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We 
too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because 
we know that God loves us and will care for us.

25Fight the Good Fight
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss people whose 
job it is to protect others.
SAY • God protected Paul everywhere he traveled so that he 

could tell others about Jesus. Even when Paul felt like 
his own life was in danger, he trusted God to protect 
him so that he could continue sharing the gospel. 
Think about people who protect others. How do 
they protect you? Why is their job important?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Hidden Message” activity page. 
Kids will color each section of the picture according to the 
number code to reveal a secret message.
SAY • The word gospel means “good news.” When Paul 

shared the gospel, he shared the good news of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Paul believed in the good 
news of Jesus so much that he risked his own life to 
share the gospel with others. Who can you share the 
good news of Jesus with this week?

• “Hidden Message” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Courageous
Discuss examples of courage as a whole group. Invite the 
kids to think about a time when they were courageous. 
Give each kid paper and crayons. Invite the kids to draw a 
picture about a time when they were courageous. Share the 
pictures with the whole group.
SAY • Wow! You all have some good examples of being 

courageous. Paul was very courageous, too. He was 
in some really scary situations while traveling to share 
the gospel. This week we’re going to learn about a 
time when Paul was arrested for sharing Jesus. How 
do you think Paul responded?

OPTION 2: Risky roll
Form groups of three or four kids. Provide each group 
with three numbered cubes. Explain that each kid will 
have a turn to roll the three cubes one at a time, adding 
them together as they go. The goal of the game is to get the 
highest score without going over 13. Kids can choose to roll 
less than three numbered cubes. At the end of the game, the 
highest sum that is 13 or lower wins. Break ties with a single 
roll, highest number wins.
SAY • The risk of losing the game was pretty unimportant 

in the big picture of our lives, but it still made you 
feel nervous about rolling too high. Think about 
Paul. He risked everything to share the gospel with 
others. How were Paul’s risks the same and how were 
they different from our risks in this game?

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• crayons

• numbered cubes, 3 
per group

27Fight the Good Fight
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing khaki shorts, a cargo vest, a wide-
brimmed hat, and boots.]
LEADER • Thanks for coming back to the zoo! It’s great to 

see you again. I just returned from the rain forest 
where I was studying the ecosystems to see how 
we can help conserve the habitats of the animals 
who live there. All of creation is God’s and He put 
humans over His creation. If we love God, we will 
want to take care of the things that belong to Him. 
Taking good care of something that another has 
trusted you with is called stewardship. 

One way we can be good stewards of God’s 
creation is to pay attention to the effects of our 
actions. If we learn that the way we build or grow 
things is hurting God’s creation, we can look for 
better ways to grow or build the things we need. 
Another way we can steward God’s creation is to 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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protect animals whose natural habitats may not be 
safe anymore.

This makes me think about Paul. He was a 
steward of the gospel. Jesus told him the good news 
and trusted Paul to tell everyone about it. Nothing 
stopped Paul from obeying that mission! He was 
hurt, he was put in prison, he was almost killed, and 
he kept telling others the good news about Jesus. 
Paul trusted God to protect him and he didn’t give 
up no matter how dangerous or uncomfortable 
things got for him. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Does anyone remember that really big word we 
learned last week? That’s right! Sanctification. What 
is sanctification? Sanctification is the process of 
becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Sanctification takes time. None of us wake up 
and are immediately just like Jesus, but all believers 
become a little more like Jesus each day. The Holy 
Spirit changes what we think, say, and do to be the 
things Jesus would want us to think, say, and do.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Paul used every opportunity to tell others 

about Jesus. When it was time to return to 
Jerusalem, Paul knew there would be trouble there, 
but he obeyed God. This week, we will learn about 
the trouble Paul faced in Jerusalem.

• Giant Timeline

29Fight the Good Fight
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 21–23. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul Was Arrested.”
LEADER • Paul knew that going to Jerusalem would result 

in trouble. When he returned to Jerusalem, he was 
arrested by Jews who didn’t agree with what he 
taught about Jesus being resurrected from the dead. 
But Roman soldiers saw what was happening and 
took him into Roman custody. This actually saved 
Paul’s life! 

While Paul was in jail, the Lord gave him a 
message. God told Paul to have courage. God said, 
“I want you to tell about Me in Rome, too.” This 
must have comforted Paul to know that God would 
protect Him all the way to Rome. Paul did not know 
when or how he would get to Rome, but he knew 
God would get him safely there. 

God used Paul’s nephew and the commander to 
protect Paul. Some Jews made a plan to kill Paul and 
Paul’s nephew heard their plan. He immediately told 
the commander. The commander sent Paul with two 
officers to Caesarea to see the governor. Even though 
Paul was still in jail, he was safe in Caesarea. 

Paul never stopped trusting God’s faithfulness. 
He believed God would help him through the scary, 
difficult, and dangerous times. Paul knew God was 
using him to share the good news about Jesus and 
Paul was obedient in that work. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Even when others threatened his life, Paul 

• Bibles
• “Paul Was Arrested” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, 
who showed His love for the world by sending His 
Son to die on the cross and rise again, would help 
him through hard times. We too can risk everything 
to share the gospel with courage because we know 
God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be 
obedient and faithful as He uses us to bring about 
His plan.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why some people try to stop the 
gospel. Guide them to discuss how they can respond to a 
person who doesn’t want to hear the gospel. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the photo and ask a volunteer to read 
about David Livingstone’s work to abolish the slave trade in 
Africa.
LEADER • One of the reasons we admire David Livingstone 

is because he saw the value in all people. He knew 
that slavery is wrong, and he tried to help others see 
that. People did not always like that he spoke out 
against slavery, but David believed that God would 
protect him so he could preach about Jesus. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Timothy 6:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Paul sent Timothy to help the Ephesians 

understand the gospel. Paul knew that Christians 
face real enemies who want to stop people from 

• “Unit 34, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “David Livingstone’s 
Important Mission” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Good Fight 

(1 Timothy 6:12)” song
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believing the gospel. That’s why Paul encouraged 
Timothy to fight the good fight of faith and teach 
the Ephesians to do the same.  

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God showed us His love for the world by sending 
His Son to die on the cross and rise again. He 
showed His incredible power when He raised Jesus 
from the grave. Let us show our love by singing to 
Him and praising Him for His power. 

Sing together “All Hail the Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, Thank You for protecting Paul while he 

shared the good news about Jesus. Help us to follow 
Paul’s example and share the gospel with those 
around us. Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Hail the Power” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
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needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Blow up one balloon. Invite the kids to stand in a circle. 
Explain that the goal is to keep the balloon in the air while 
saying the entire key passage. Challenge kids to keep it in 
the air by tapping it gently. When a kid hits the balloon 
back into the air, he should say the next word in the key 
passage. To begin the activity, toss the balloon into the circle 
and say the first word of the key passage. Continue playing 
several rounds as time allows.
SAY • Salvation is a free gift from God. God calls us to 

salvation and we respond by putting our faith in 
Jesus. When we believe in Jesus, we receive the gift of 
eternal life.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 21–23. 
Remind kids that Acts is in the New Testament, right after 
the Gospels division. Help kids distinguish the difference 
between the large chapter numbers and the smaller verse 
numbers. Ask the kids if any of them remember who wrote 
the Book of Acts, and what other book he wrote. (Luke 
wrote Acts and the Gospel of Luke.) 

• Key Passage Poster
• balloon
• Allergy Alert

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why did the Jews make a plan to stop Paul from 

sharing the gospel? (They believed that the gospel went 
against Jewish laws; Acts 21:28)

2. What message did Paul receive while in the Roman 
prison? (God told Paul to have courage because he 
would preach in Rome; Acts 23:11)

3. What did the Jewish leaders plan to do to Paul? (kill 
him, Acts 23:12-15) 

4. Why did Paul continue to obey Jesus, even when his 
freedom and safety were threatened? Help the kids 
understand that Paul knew the promises of God. Paul 
understood that following Jesus is often like a fight. Paul 
had hope for the future, and was being made more like 
Jesus each day. Jesus gave His life for us, and we can give 
our lives so others can believe the gospel.

5. What might we risk by sharing the gospel boldly? 
Talk to your group about the risks they might face. They 
may be unpopular or have other kids who think they 
are strange or awkward. Remind the kids that in some 
places, talking about Jesus can be punished with prison 
or death, just like Paul faced. 

6. Will God protect us from all hard times or pain? 
Help the kids think about Paul and Stephen. God 
allowed Stephen to be martyred, but He protected Paul. 
God protected Paul from death, but not from prison. 
Paul still faced many hardships for Jesus. Help the kids 
see that God works through all circumstances, even those 
that are difficult, sad, or scary. 

SAY • God protected Paul so that he could preach about 
Jesus. Paul was willing to face all kinds of troubles 
because He knew that Jesus is worth any price. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Tangled pathways
Form pairs or small groups of kids. Assign each 

group a starting point and an ending point and give each 
group a ball of yarn. Direct groups to tape the end of their 
yarn to the starting point and then make a path—as creative 
as they want it to be—to the ending point. They can weave 
through the room, under chairs, behind bookshelves, etc.

When they arrive at the end, cut their string and tape 
the yarn at the end. Allow each group to show the path 
their yarn made from the start to the finish.
SAY • These pathways are pretty mixed up! Sometimes the 

pathways people take in missions seem surprising 
too. David Livingstone was a missionary who created 
new pathways in Africa, in hope of abolishing slavery. 
We need to always ask God what pathways we should 
take in standing up for what is right and bringing the 
good news of Jesus to people everywhere.

OPTION 2: Chains of blessing
Provide each kid with a strip of paper. Encourage the kids 
to write or draw a picture representing a way God used 
Paul’s imprisonment for good. Then, make a paper chain 
from the strips by taping them into interlocked loops. 
SAY • Paul face many dangers. Some Jews even threatened 

to kill him. Jail must have seemed like a terrible place 
to be, but God used jail to protect Paul. God’s plan 
for Paul was to share the gospel with others. God 
protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus. 

When we face hard times, it is tempting to think 
God is being mean to us. The truth is, just a God 
used Paul’s hard times to protect Paul and give him 

• balls of yarn, 1 per 
group

• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper strips
• pencils
• tape
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more chances to tell about Jesus, God will use our 
hard times to help us love Him and trust Him. Hard 
times provide us with opportunities to respond as 
Jesus would. Hard times are part of the way God 
sanctifies us. What is sanctification? Sanctification 
is the process of becoming more like Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 42

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE44

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 50

Unit 34 • Session 3

Unit 34 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Ephesians 2–3

STORY POINT:  
The gospel brings together different 

people as the church.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Timothy 6:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is 
the process of becoming more like Jesus 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Together in Jesus
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3

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
During Paul’s second missionary journey, Paul stopped in Ephesus and 
preached in the synagogue. (See Acts 18:19.) Apollos, a Jewish believer, 
also taught in the synagogue there. Paul’s third missionary journey took 
him back to Ephesus, where he spent two to three years speaking with 
crowds about Jesus. (See Acts 19:8-10.) As people believed in Jesus, the 
church was established and grew under local leadership.

Paul was in a Roman prison when he wrote his letter to the church at 
Ephesus. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians—like other letters he wrote to 
churches when he was unable to meet with them in person—brought 
words of instruction and encouragement that are still helpful to believers 
today. The letter to the Ephesians focuses on the big idea of unity.

Paul wrote to teach Jewish and Gentile believers that they are one in Christ 
and that they should treat one another with the love of Christ. Focus on 
these three ways believers are united: united in sin, united in Christ, and 
united in one church.

First, we are united in sin. Paul’s description applies to first-century 
believers, to believers today, and to everyone. We are spiritually dead. Our 
union with Adam as the representative of the whole human race unites us 
in sin. Apart from Christ, we live as the world lives—doing whatever we 
want. This is bad news.

Next, we are united in Christ. Jesus is the second Adam. All who trust in 
Him are united in Him. He makes us alive again. This is the good news of 
the Bible. Finally, we are united as the church. Jesus breaks down barriers 
between Jew and Gentile, and He unites forgiven sinners as one church.

As you teach kids, emphasize that God brings together different people 
as the church. People who might otherwise have nothing in common are 
part of the same family, adopted as brothers and sisters in Christ forever 
and ever.
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Together in Jesus
Ephesians 2–3

Paul wrote a letter to the church at Ephesus. He reminded them 
of the wonderful blessings people have when they belong to Jesus. This 
is what Paul said.

“Before you knew Jesus, you were dead in your sins. 
You used to live like the world, like those 

who choose to disobey God. We all 
lived like that, doing whatever felt 

right to us. But God, who is full 
of mercy, because of His great 

love that He had for us, made 
us alive with Christ! We were 
spiritually dead, and He gave 
us life. You were saved by 
grace!”

Then Paul explained 
what else God has done 
for everyone who trusts in 
Jesus. “God raised us up 

with Christ and gave us a 
seat with Him in the heavens. 

This way, He can show us grace 
and kindness—both now and for 

all time. For you are saved by grace 
through faith, and this is not from 

yourselves: it is God’s gift—not from works, 
so that no one can boast. We are God’s masterpiece, 

created in Christ Jesus to do the good works God has prepared for us to 
do.”

Paul reminded the Ephesians that they were Gentiles—not Jews. 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show division 
with words: Write 
the word Jews on 
one side of a dry 
erase board and 
Gentiles on the other. 
Write the word hate 
vertically between 
them to show how 
hate separated the 
groups.

• Dramatic 
conversation: 
Write out the story 
like a letter. Tell the 
story as if you are 
reading the letter 
from Paul to the 
church at Ephesus.

The BIBLE Story
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Together in Jesus
Ephesians 2–3

Paul wrote a letter to the church at Ephesus. He reminded them 
of the wonderful blessings people have when they belong to Jesus. This 
is what Paul said.

“Before you knew Jesus, you were dead in your sins. 
You used to live like the world, like those 

who choose to disobey God. We all 
lived like that, doing whatever felt 

right to us. But God, who is full 
of mercy, because of His great 

love that He had for us, made 
us alive with Christ! We were 
spiritually dead, and He gave 
us life. You were saved by 
grace!”

Then Paul explained 
what else God has done 
for everyone who trusts in 
Jesus. “God raised us up 

with Christ and gave us a 
seat with Him in the heavens. 

This way, He can show us grace 
and kindness—both now and for 

all time. For you are saved by grace 
through faith, and this is not from 

yourselves: it is God’s gift—not from works, 
so that no one can boast. We are God’s masterpiece, 

created in Christ Jesus to do the good works God has prepared for us to 
do.”

Paul reminded the Ephesians that they were Gentiles—not Jews. 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show division 
with words: Write 
the word Jews on 
one side of a dry 
erase board and 
Gentiles on the other. 
Write the word hate 
vertically between 
them to show how 
hate separated the 
groups.

• Dramatic 
conversation: 
Write out the story 
like a letter. Tell the 
story as if you are 
reading the letter 
from Paul to the 
church at Ephesus.

“You were born outside of God’s chosen people. You 
were not part of Israel. You didn’t know God, and you 
had no hope,” he said. “But now, Jesus has brought you 
into God’s family by dying on the cross.”

Before, Jews and Gentiles were separated by hate. 
Paul said, “Jesus is our peace, bringing together Jews and 
Gentiles as one group. You aren’t strangers anymore; you are 
all members of God’s household. And Jesus holds this house 
together.”

This was why Paul was a prisoner. He dedicated his 
life to sharing the good news of Jesus with Gentiles. 
God called Paul to this work so all people—Jews and 
Gentiles—would know that they are members of the 
same body, partners in the promises of Jesus.

Christ Connection: The gospel brings together all people 
who have faith in Jesus. God’s salvation is a gift of grace, not 
something we can earn with good works. Forgiven sinners come 
together as the church to obey God and do His work in the 
world.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Together in Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ephesians 2–3
STORY POINT: The gospel brings together different people as the church.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss attending a 
major sporting event. Why are all of those people gathered? 
Are they all alike or different? What brings them together?
SAY • The church is not just our church here in our city. 

The church is everyone who believes in Jesus from all 
around the world. The church is made up of many 
different people from different cultures who speak 
different languages. We are all gathered because 
of our faith in Jesus. Think about a big sporting 
event. Have you ever thought about how all of those 
people, being very different from one another, are all 
gathered for one purpose in that stadium?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Joined By Jesus” activity page. 
Kids will connect the dots to show the cross on the world.
SAY • The Bible teaches that God will save people from 

every nation, tribe, people, and language. People 
from all parts of the globe will be united in Jesus.

• “Joined By Jesus” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: This or that
Invite everyone to stand in the middle of the room. Call out 
pairs of items pointing to either side of the room on each 
item. Kids will move to the side of the room you assigned to 
the item they prefer. 

Examples: chocolate or vanilla, podcast or music, 
playground or video game, cold or hot, broccoli or corn, 
tennis shoes or flip flops.
SAY • You all are very different in your preferences! But 

even in our differences, we are all here at church for 
the same purpose: to learn more about God. The 
church is like that. The church is made up of people 
from all over the world who are very different in 
many ways. But the church has the same purpose: to 
follow and obey Jesus. What are some of the other 
purposes of the church?

OPTION 2: Mirror, mirror
Pair kids with a partner and invite them to face each other. 
Invite one kid in each pair to make faces and motions while 
her partner tries to mimic her exactly. After a few minutes, 
instruct the kids to swap roles.
SAY • That was fun to watch you all mirror each other! You 

are all so different but you worked hard at doing the 
same thing together. That is a lot like the church. 
The church is made up of different people, but we 
all have faith in Jesus and work hard to follow Jesus 
together. How do you think people making up the 
church are similar? How are we different?

Transition to teach the story
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing khaki shorts, a cargo vest, a wide-
brimmed hat, and boots.]
LEADER • Good morning … again! I’m really thankful you 

all keep coming back to the zoo to learn more about 
how we can work together to take care of the animals 
and habitats in the world. There are many different 
habitats and ecosystems in the world. It takes a lot of 
different animal conservationists to work together to 
study the ecosystems, help the habitats, and care for 
the animals. We would never be able to help conserve 
the animal homes in the wild if we didn’t have lots of 
people working together. 

We need scientists, zoo keepers, volunteers, and 
regular people paying attention to taking care of 
the earth that God created and the homes of the 
animals God created. I’m so thankful to be part of a 
wonderful team of people who are using their own 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Together in Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ephesians 2–3
STORY POINT: The gospel brings together different people as the church.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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skills and talents to work together and make things 
better. 

Actually, did you know that every single believer 
in this room is on a team together? Yep! It’s true. 
When you put your faith and trust in Jesus, you 
become part of His family. All the believers in the 
world come together as the church. Even though 
we’re all very different, we have been given the gift of 
salvation and work together to share the gospel with 
others.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Other believers in the church can encourage us 
and help us in our faith, but the transformation of 
our hearts is something only the Holy Spirit can do. 
That’s called sanctification. What is sanctification? 
Sanctification is the process of becoming more like 
Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. Sanctification 
doesn’t happen all at once. It’s a gradual process and 
it continues through our whole lives. Sometimes it 
feels like we may take two steps forward and one step 
back, but we can trust that God will complete the 
process of making us more like Jesus.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Two weeks ago, we learned that Paul used every 

opportunity to tell people about Jesus. But Paul’s 
preaching made some men angry. They wanted 
to kill him, but God protected Paul so he could 
preach about Jesus. Even in danger and uncertainty, 

• Giant Timeline
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Paul trusted God to protect him while he shared the 
gospel. This week, we will learn about a letter Paul 
wrote to the believers living in Ephesus.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Ephesians 2–3. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Together in Jesus.”
LEADER • Paul was a prisoner because he taught about 

Jesus. Some Jews did not like what Paul taught about 
Jesus’ resurrection or that Gentiles could be believers. 
But Paul shared the gospel with everyone, Jews and 
Gentiles, even though it meant he went to prison. 

Paul wrote a letter to the church in Ephesus to help 
them remember what happens when people belong 
to Jesus. Paul reminded them that they were once 
dead—not dead as in not breathing and buried in 
the ground, but spiritually dead in their sins. They 
disobeyed God and did whatever they wanted to 
do. This is like all of us. We are dead in our sins. 
As a result, we are separated from God and cannot 
obey Him. Paul wrote that God makes us alive with 
Christ! God gives us life through salvation! God is 
merciful and shows us grace!

Paul reminded the Ephesians that everyone who 
trusts in Jesus has been saved only by grace through 
faith. We haven’t done anything to earn or deserve 
salvation. It is a gift. We cannot work for it or boast 
about it.

Paul wrote that Gentiles were born outside of 
God’s chosen people, Israel. Gentiles had no hope 
until God brought them into His family through 

• Bibles
• “Together in Jesus” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Jesus’ death and resurrection. Everyone who believes 
in Jesus is a member of His family. Jewish and 
Gentile believers are now members of the same 
family.

Christ connection
LEADER • The gospel brings together all people who have 

faith in Jesus. God’s salvation is a gift of grace, and 
forgiven sinners come together as the church. Paul 
dedicated his life to sharing the good news about 
Jesus with everyone. God calls us to join this work, 
too. Jews and Gentiles can work together to share the 
gospel with the world.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they can befriend people 
who are different from themselves. Guide them to discuss 
how to make others feel loved and welcome. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the photo and ask for three volunteers to 
read the story cards about missionary George Liele.
LEADER •  God brings different people together as one in 

Jesus. George Liele understood that everyone could 
be united, no matter the color of their skin or what 
country they lived in. God used him to show that all 
people have worth and that God wants all people to 
be a part of His kingdom.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 34, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “George Liele Story 
Cards” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Good Fight 

(1 Timothy 6:12)” song
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together 1 Timothy 6:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • The letter of 1 Timothy is found in the New 

Testament. Paul wrote this letter to Timothy. 
Timothy was helping teach the believers in Ephesus 
how to follow Jesus. When God calls us to salvation, 
we respond by placing our faith in Jesus. Salvation is 
the free gift of eternal life through Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s praise God together. He is all powerful and 
will make us more and more like Jesus each day. 
Through Him, we can fight for what is right.

Sing together “All Hail the Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, we confess that we are all sinners in need 

of forgiveness. Thank You for sending Jesus to die in 
our place and take our punishment so we can have 
the free gift of salvation. Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Hail the Power” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Together in Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ephesians 2–3
STORY POINT: The gospel brings together different people as the church.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Form groups of two or three kids. Provide each group with 
a piece of paper and a marker. Invite them to write the 
key passage on their paper. Provide each group with a pair 
of scissors to cut the key passage papers into puzzles with 
about seven pieces. Challenge each group to trade their 
puzzle with another group and work together to put it back 
in the correct order. Read the key passage together aloud. 
SAY • It is sometimes hard to follow Jesus because of the 

broken world we live in. This key passage reminds 
us that even though following Jesus can be hard, we 
should never give up. We can trust God to help us 
fight the good fight daily.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
Ephesians 2–3. Remind kids that Ephesians is in the New 
Testament and part of the division called Paul’s Letters. 
Explain that these books are written by the apostle Paul. 
Ephesians was a letter sent to believers living in Ephesus. 
Consider showing Ephesus on the New Testament 
Mediterranean Map. (D6)

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How are we are saved? (by grace through faith, not by 

works; Eph. 2:8)
2. Can Gentiles be a part of God’s family? (yes, through 

Jesus; Eph. 2:11-13)
3. How are all believers similar? (All believers are 

members of the same body and partners in the promises 
of Jesus; Eph. 3:6)

4. Why does God want people from every people group 
to be saved? Guide kids to understand that all people 
are made by God in His image. God loves us because He 
created us. He shows His love for all people by making 
salvation available to every person who believes in Jesus, 
not just certain kinds of people.

5. How does God’s feelings about diverse people change 
our feelings about diverse people? Help kids see that, 
just as Jews and Gentiles can be united in Jesus, any and 
all people groups can be united in Jesus no matter how 
different they seem, or how long they have treated one 
another as enemies. We should treat all people with love 
and respect.

6. How can we show others that we love God and 
celebrate the diverse world He created? Explain that 
we show our love of God by loving the people He loves—
everyone. Brainstorm ways your group can help spread 
love and forgiveness in your city.

SAY • The gospel brings together different people as the 
church. It doesn’t matter who you are, where you’re 
from, or what you do to be part of the church. We 
are all made part of the church only through our 
faith in Jesus. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Together in Jesus collage.
Ask a volunteer to write today’s session title, 

Together in Jesus, at the top of the poster board.
SAY • To be on mission with God, we have to believe that 

everyone is important to Him and needs to know 
about eternal life with Jesus. We cannot think that 
one person is more important than another. 

Invite kids to make a poster by cutting out pictures of 
people. Encourage them to find as many different kinds of 
people as possible: different ethnicities, different clothes, 
doing different activities, and so forth. 

Display the poster as a reminder that we are together in 
Jesus.

OPTION 2: Back to back
Form pairs of kids. Instruct the partners to sit on the floor 
back to back. Challenge each pair to work together to 
stand up without letting their backs come apart or using 
their hands to push off the floor. The first team to stand 
up together is the winning team. Keep watching each pair 
closely and if they stop touching backs at all, they are out of 
the round. Continue playing this game, instructing kids to 
find different partners each round. 
SAY • You all did a great job working together to figure 

out how to stand up! We are all different from one 
another. We also have different ideas of how to 
accomplish the same goals. But our differences are 
good. Sometimes our differences can help us grow in 
new ways. The church is made up of different sinners 
who all come together because of our faith in Jesus. 
We can work together, even in our differences, to 

• kid-friendly 
magazines or photos 
of people

• poster board
• scissors
• glue stick
• marker
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grow the church and share the good news of Jesus 
with others.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66

Unit 34 • Session 4

Unit 34 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Philippians 3

STORY POINT:  
Following Jesus is like running a race for 

a wonderful prize.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Timothy 6:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is 
the process of becoming more like Jesus 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Running the Race
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
While Paul sat in a Roman prison from AD 60 to 62, he wrote letters to 
churches he had started or visited on his missionary journeys. Despite 
his circumstances, Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi is filled with joy. 
Philippians reveals Paul’s heart as a devoted follower of Christ. It is full of 
practical advice about how to live for Jesus and love others.

In the third chapter, Paul wrote about knowing Christ. He said that his 
relationship with Jesus was the only thing that mattered. This was in stark 
contrast to his priorities before becoming a believer. As a devout Jew, Paul 
had been proud of his status: He was circumcised according to the Law, he 
belonged to the Israelite tribe of Benjamin, he was a faithful Pharisee, and 
he obeyed the Old Testament law. Now, as a Christian, Paul considered 
these accolades to be worthless.

Paul set an example for the Philippian believers. They had been distracted 
by false teachings. He encouraged Christians to press on through 
difficulties by essentially keeping their “eyes on the prize.” He set himself 
up as an example for the Philippians to imitate. Paul was motivated by 
God’s promise to stand before the Lord, meet Him face-to-face, and 
know Him completely. Paul’s journey toward Christian maturity involved 
figuring out God’s call on his life and carrying it out. 

Our perseverance in the race reminds us of Jesus’ enduring the cross, 
which provided forgiveness of our sins and salvation. Because Jesus fixed 
His sight on the victory that awaited Him, we persevere, fixing our gaze 
on the hope that one day we will be glorified with Him.

As you teach kids, help them think about the Christian life as a race. We 
don’t want to get distracted or give up running even though it is hard. We 
can encourage one another toward the finish line. The Lord will help us, 
and He promises a wonderful prize: life with Him forever.
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Running the Race
Philippians 3

Paul wrote a letter to the church at Philippi. He reminded them 
that true joy comes only from knowing Jesus. This is what Paul said.

“Brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. As you live, watch out 
for people who do evil things. Watch out for people who 

try to act religious. We are true believers if we 
worship by the Spirit, not trusting in 

ourselves or our abilities.” Paul said 
that if anyone could be confident 

in his own abilities, it was 
him. Paul had been born a Jew. 
He followed the law and had 
persecuted the church because 
he thought it was the right 
thing to do.

But now that Paul knew 
Jesus, the things that were 
once important to him did 
not matter at all. Nothing 

is more important than 
knowing Jesus! Paul said, “I 

lost everything so I can know 
Christ, and He is worth it. Now 

that I belong to Jesus, I am made right 
with God—not because of what I do but 

because of what Jesus has done for me. I trust 
in Him by faith.”

Paul wrote, “My goal is to know Jesus and the power of His 
resurrection.” Paul explained that though he knew Jesus, he did not yet 
know Him completely. God brings us into His family and wants us 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Encourage Active 
Listening: Create 
motions for the kids 
to do while they listen 
to the story. Perhaps 
they will jug in place 
when you say Paul, 
Jump when you say 
Jesus, and duck when 
you say enemies, evil, 
or otherwise describe 
sin.

The BIBLE Story
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Running the Race
Philippians 3

Paul wrote a letter to the church at Philippi. He reminded them 
that true joy comes only from knowing Jesus. This is what Paul said.

“Brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. As you live, watch out 
for people who do evil things. Watch out for people who 

try to act religious. We are true believers if we 
worship by the Spirit, not trusting in 

ourselves or our abilities.” Paul said 
that if anyone could be confident 

in his own abilities, it was 
him. Paul had been born a Jew. 
He followed the law and had 
persecuted the church because 
he thought it was the right 
thing to do.

But now that Paul knew 
Jesus, the things that were 
once important to him did 
not matter at all. Nothing 

is more important than 
knowing Jesus! Paul said, “I 

lost everything so I can know 
Christ, and He is worth it. Now 

that I belong to Jesus, I am made right 
with God—not because of what I do but 

because of what Jesus has done for me. I trust 
in Him by faith.”

Paul wrote, “My goal is to know Jesus and the power of His 
resurrection.” Paul explained that though he knew Jesus, he did not yet 
know Him completely. God brings us into His family and wants us 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Encourage Active 
Listening: Create 
motions for the kids 
to do while they listen 
to the story. Perhaps 
they will jug in place 
when you say Paul, 
Jump when you say 
Jesus, and duck when 
you say enemies, evil, 
or otherwise describe 
sin.

to know Jesus.
Paul said, “Brothers and sisters, this is what I do: I 

forget what is in the past and look ahead to the future. 
I run after the goal of knowing Jesus. This is a heavenly 
prize.”

Paul encouraged the Philippians to follow his 
example. He warned them, “Not everyone lives for Jesus. 
Those who focus on earthly things and live as enemies of 
the cross will be destroyed. But our home is in heaven. We 
are waiting for Jesus our Lord to come from heaven. He 
will transform us and give us glorified bodies by His great 
power.”

Christ Connection: Following Jesus is like running a race 
for a wonderful prize. We remember that Jesus never sinned but 
He endured the cross so we can have forgiveness of our sins. We 
press on to fully know Jesus and share in His victory for eternity.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Running the Race
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philippians 3
STORY POINT: Following Jesus is like running a race for a wonderful prize.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time they 
participated in a race.
SAY • Running a race is difficult. You have to keep running 

and keep working until you reach the finish line. 
Jesus calls us to run a race in our Christian life. We 
must press on as we follow Jesus until we reach the 
finish line. What do you think the “finish line” is in 
the race to love and obey Jesus?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Out of Place” activity page. 
Kids will circle the things that do not belong in the picture.
SAY • Good job finding the things that were out of place! 

When people enter a race, they want to win first 
place. Paul said that following Jesus is like running 
a race. It takes a long time for the Holy Spirit to 
make us more like Jesus through the process of 
sanctification. What are some ways you’ve seen 
yourself change to become more like Jesus?

• “Out of Place” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Obstacle course race
Use the furniture and items in your room to create an 
obstacle course. Form two teams. Invite the first kid on each 
team to navigate the course. Use two stopwatches to time 
the teams. As they finish, the second kid on each team will 
begin, and so forth, until every kid on the both teams has 
run the obstacle course. The team with the lowest combined 
time, wins.
SAY • That was a great race! Were you hoping for an 

amazing prize? Paul talks about the Christian life like 
a race. We must press on and work hard at following 
Jesus. When we do, we will win the prize of eternity 
with Jesus. Why do you think Paul compared the 
Christian life to a race?

OPTION 2: Gold medal
Give each kid a yellow paper plate and a 2-foot length of 
ribbon. Provide markers, stickers, adhesive jewels, and other 
craft supplies for the kids to decorate a medal that could 
be presented to the winner of a race. When everyone has 
finished, invite the kids to wear their medals and present 
them to the whole group.
SAY • I’m sure any Olympian would be honored to wear 

your gold medals! While we are running the race 
of the Christian life, we might be discouraged 
sometimes at the hardships and trouble we face. But 
Paul reminds us that there is a prize waiting for us. 
We are to press on toward the prize of eternity with 
Jesus! How will heaven be like a prize?

Transition to teach the story

• furniture and items 
in the room

• stopwatches, 2

• yellow paper plates, 
1 per kid

• ribbon, 2 feet per kid
• markers, stickers, 

adhesive jewels, and 
other craft supplies
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing khaki shorts, a cargo vest, a wide-
brimmed hat, and boots.]
LEADER • Well, hello again and welcome back to the zoo! I 

just had the most amazing experience this week. We 
had to bring some animals back to the zoo who had 
been injured. This week, we got to take them to their 
home in Africa. We released them back into the wild! 
It was amazing to see. 

It made me more excited about the work I’ve been 
doing with the animal conservation. Seeing the 
animals do so well in their wild home made me want 
to work even harder to make habitats safer to all wild 
animals. I know this won’t happen overnight, and 
probably not even in my lifetime. But if I work hard 
and share what I know with others, we can all work 
together to steward God’s creation well. As they say, 
“It’s a marathon, not a sprint.” 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Running the Race
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philippians 3
STORY POINT: Following Jesus is like running a race for a wonderful prize.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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A marathon is a long endurance race, and a sprint 
is a short race. In a marathon, you have to conserve 
your energy so you can run the whole way. In a 
sprint, you just want to go as fast as you can because 
the distance isn’t very far.

You know, Paul compared the Christian life to 
running a very long race. He said that when we first 
believe in Jesus, we don’t fully know Him yet. As we 
follow Him, we will know Him more. Paul told us 
to press on so we can fully know Jesus. And there is a 
prize at the end: spending eternity with Jesus forever! 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we press on to know Jesus more fully, the 
Holy Spirit will continue to transform us. Does 
anyone remember that special word we use to 
describe changing and transforming to be more 
like Jesus? [Allow responses.] That’s it! Sanctification. 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 
of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • On Paul’s third journey, Paul used every 

opportunity to tell people about Jesus. When 
Paul was arrested, God protected Paul so he could 
preach about Jesus. Paul wrote to the church in 
Ephesus about how the gospel brings together 
different people as the church. Today we’re going to 
learn how following Jesus is like a race. 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Philippians 3. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Running the Race.”
LEADER • Paul’s letter to the Philippians was a reminder 

that true joy comes from knowing Jesus. Paul wrote 
that when we truly believe in Jesus, we must worship 
by the Spirit and not trust ourselves and our own 
abilities. Paul claimed that he could be the most 
confident in his own abilities. Paul was a Jew and 
had followed the law his whole life. But despite his 
background and knowledge, Paul had persecuted the 
church. We cannot trust our own abilities. 

Paul explained that knowing Jesus is the only thing 
that really matters. Paul gave up nearly his whole life 
to follow Jesus. But he said that it was all worth it. 
Paul wrote that once he belonged to Jesus, he was 
made right with God. But this wasn’t because of his 
own abilities. It was because of what Jesus did for 
him through His death and resurrection. 

Paul’s goal was to know Jesus. Even though he 
knew the Scriptures very well and had been one 
of the greatest missionaries, he still didn’t know 
Jesus completely. Paul said that God brings us into 
His family so that we can know Jesus more. Paul 
encouraged the Philippians to forget the past and 
look ahead. Our Christian life is like a race. We must 
press on and run after the goal of knowing Jesus. At 
the end of the race, we will win a heavenly prize of 
being with Jesus for eternity. God wants us to never 
give up and never lose focus on Him. That’s how we 
run this race well.

• Bibles
• “Running the Race” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • Following Jesus is like running a race for a 

wonderful prize. We remember that Jesus endured 
the cross so we can have forgiveness of our sins. We 
press on to fully know Jesus and share in His victory 
for eternity. We must not focus on earthly things. 
Our home is not here. Our home is in heaven. Jesus 
will come back one day and take us to heaven to be 
with Him for eternity.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about what to do when following 
Jesus is difficult. Guide them to discuss who they know that 
might need encouragement. How could they encourage 
their friends?

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Distribute the George Liele (LIGH uhl) timeline 
and ask for volunteers to read significant things that 
happened in George Liele’s lifetime. Read each date and let 
a volunteer read the event.
LEADER • Following Jesus is like running a race for 

a wonderful prize. George Liele’s life led to a 
wonderful prize: thousands of people knowing Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Timothy 6:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Paul uses examples like “fight the good fight of 

faith” and “run the race set before us” to describe 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 34, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “George Liele 
Timeline” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Good Fight 

(1 Timothy 6:12)” song
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our Christian life. Paul is encouraging us to keep 
following Jesus even when it is difficult. There is a 
prize at the end of the race. We must keep fighting 
with the hope of eternal life. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • As we think about the hope of eternal life, let’s 
sing a song of praise to God who is worthy of all 
praise and honor. Someday, Jesus will return and 
make all things new. That’s the prize we run toward, 
and it will be worth the difficult times we face.

Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, help us to remember what Jesus did on the 

cross to give us forgiveness for our sins. Help us press 
on to know Jesus more fully. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Things New” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Running the Race
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philippians 3
STORY POINT: Following Jesus is like running a race for a wonderful prize.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Invite volunteers to say the key passage from memory. 
Thank each kid for his effort, and encourage all the kids 
to continue working to memorize the key passage. Then, 
direct the kids to spread out around the room. Instruct 
the kids to recite the key passage when you blow a whistle. 
When you blow it again, they will stop reciting the key 
passage and jog in place. When you blow the whistle again, 
they will continue reciting the key passage where they 
left off. Continue in this way until kids have said the key 
passage a few times.
SAY • As we fight this good fight of faith, Paul tells us to 

take hold of eternal life. We are to keep following 
Jesus as we know Him more fully with the hope of 
heaven as our prize. Eternal life with Jesus will be a 
greater prize than anything we will ever win here on 
earth. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
Philippians 3. Point out Philippi on the New Testament 
Mediterranean Map. (C5)

• Key Passage Poster
• whistle

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Paul say is more important than Jesus? 

(Nothing is more important that knowing Jesus; 
Phil. 3:8)

2. What example did Paul give to help us fully know 
Jesus? (Paul said to look ahead to the future and run 
after the goal of knowing Jesus; Phil. 3:13-14)

3. What is the prize of running this race? (eternal life 
with Jesus Christ, Phil. 3:14)

4. How can we know that Paul really valued following 
Jesus? Guide kids to discuss the changes that God 
produced in Paul’s life. Paul went from hating believers 
to preaching the gospel. Paul gave up his old life and 
faced all kinds of trials and pain so that he could obey 
God and know Jesus more. His actions proved his words.

5. Have you lost or given up anything to follow Jesus? 
Encourage kids to answer honestly. Some may feel like 
they haven’t given up anything to follow Jesus, and 
others may have a lot of things they feel they have given 
up. Remind them that following Jesus means giving up 
our sinful desires like selfishness or laziness in order to 
live like Jesus.

6. When does following Jesus feel the most difficult? 
Help kids thing about situations they face that make 
them feel tempted to sin. Maybe it is a sibling who 
irritates them; a chore they don’t want to do for their 
parents; or a video game, movie, or TV show they want 
to consume that isn’t honoring to God.

SAY • Following Jesus is like running a race for a 
wonderful prize. Jesus gave up His power and 
glory in heaven to come to the earth and die on the 
cross in our place. It’s only through Jesus’ death and 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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resurrection that we can be forgiven. We must press 
on to fully know Jesus and share eternal life with 
Him.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Lifelines
Distribute paper and pencils. Encourage kids to 

make their own timeline of their lives. Ask them to write 
their birthdate at the beginning of the timeline and today’s 
date with a continuing line. Ask kids to think about some 
significant things that have happened in their lives (moved, 
started going to your church, started school, joined the 
swim club, etc). Encourage them to draw pictures or write 
in some of those things on the timeline. For kids who have 
already made a profession of faith or been baptized, ask 
them to add that to their timeline. Younger kids may enjoy 
simply thinking about favorite memories.
SAY • God wants us to live our whole lives to bring Him 

glory. He is our wonderful prize! Every day in our 
lives, every special event, can be used to share Jesus’ 
love with others and tell people how to have eternal 
life with Him.

OPTION 2: Bible Race
Invite everyone to line up in two teams on the back wall. 
Place two Bibles at the opposite wall. The first kids in each 
line will race to the Bibles and find Philippians 3. Once 
they found the passage they will show a leader, close the 
Bible, leave it there, and run back to their team. Each 
kid in line will take turns racing and finding the passage. 
The first team to have every teammate locate the passage 
wins. If a kid has a difficult time, be ready near the Bibles 

• paper
• pencils

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• Bibles, 2
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to help locate the passage so no one feels singled out or 
embarrassed. Play again as time allows with different 
passages from this unit such as Acts 18 or Ephesians 2.
SAY • What a great race! You all really worked hard to race 

down there and find Philippians 3. Paul described 
following Jesus as running a race, focusing on the 
future prize of heaven with Jesus. Running a race 
takes time and dedication. Following Jesus will take 
our whole life and all of our focus and dedication. 
We can press on knowing we will share in His victory 
for eternity.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Key Passage: 
Philippians 1:6

Big Picture Question: 
What will happen for all Christians in the future? One day 
all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Session 1:
Paul Before Rulers
Acts 24–26
Story Point: 
Paul was willing to do hard things to share the gospel.

Session 2: 
Paul’s Shipwreck
Acts 27–28
Story Point: 
Paul trusted God to rescue him.

Session 3:
Brothers in Christ
Philemon
Story Point: 
Paul encouraged Philemon to treat Onesimus as a brother 
in Christ.

Unit 35: Finishing Strong

Session 1:
Paul Before Rulers
Acts 24–26
Story Point: Paul was willing to do 
hard things to share the gospel.

Session 2: 
Paul’s Shipwreck
Acts 27–28
Story Point: Paul trusted God to 
rescue him.

Session 3:
Brothers in Christ
Philemon
Story Point: Paul encouraged 
Philemon to treat Onesimus as a 
brother in Christ.

Session 4:
Children of God
1 John 2–3
Story Point: Children of God love 
one another with their actions.

Session 5:
Defending the Faith
Jude
Story Point: Jude urged believers 
to stand up for what is true.

Unit Description:
Paul’s life is evidence that God is faithful, and He keeps His promises. 
Throughout his ministry, Paul encouraged believers facing hardship to stand 
strong in their faith as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Key Passage: 
Philippians 1:6

Big Picture Question: 
What will happen for all Christians in the 
future? One day all Christians will see Jesus 
in His glory and live with Him forever.
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Session 4:
Children of God
1 John 2–3
Story Point: 
Children of God love one another with their actions.

Session 5:
Defending the Faith
Jude
Story Point: 
Jude urged believers to stand up for what is true.

Defending the Faith 
Jude urged believers to stand up for 
what is true.

Children of God 
Children of God love one another with 
their actions.

Brothers in Christ 
Paul encouraged Philemon to treat 
Onesimus as a brother in Christ.

Paul’s Shipwreck
Paul trusted God to rescue him.

Paul Before Rulers
Paul was willing to do hard things to 
share the gospel.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 78

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 84

Unit 35 • Session 1

Unit 35 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 24–26

STORY POINT:  
Paul was willing to do hard things to share 

the gospel.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will 

see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Paul Before Rulers
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1

Use Week of:

Unit 35 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
Paul was in custody in Caesarea, the capital of the Roman province of 
Judea. The Jewish leaders had brought serious charges against him, so Paul 
now stood before Felix, the governor. Felix listened to Paul’s defense but 
delayed a ruling. He met with Paul off and on for two years. When his 
time as governor ended, Felix left Paul in prison because he did not want 
to upset the Jews.

Festus succeeded Felix as governor. The Jews presented their accusations 
against Paul and asked Festus to bring him to Jerusalem. They hoped to 
ambush Paul as he traveled and kill him. But Festus invited Paul’s accusers 
to make their case in Caesarea. When Festus heard Paul’s case, he asked if 
Paul wanted to be tried in Jerusalem. Paul, knowing his rights as a Roman 
citizen, appealed to be heard by Caesar.

Several days later, King Agrippa visited Festus and heard about Paul. He 
asked to listen to Paul’s defense himself. Festus wasn’t sure how he would 
justify his sending Paul to Caesar without substantiated charges, and he 
hoped this hearing would provide stronger evidence against Paul. Festus 
told Paul he was out of his mind, but they determined Paul could have 
been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.

With these events, Paul was positioned to go to Rome, just as God had 
said he would. (See Acts 19:21; 23:11.) God had chosen Paul to take the 
gospel to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. (See Acts 9:15-16.) Paul was 
confident that Jesus has the power to save people from sin, and he was 
willing to do whatever it took to share the gospel.

As you teach kids, prompt them to consider how Paul might have felt as 
he spoke before rulers and remained in custody for two years. Lead them 
to consider how God was at work to keep His promises.
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Paul Before Rulers
Acts 24–26

Paul had narrowly escaped death in Jerusalem. The Jews planned to 
kill Paul, but the Roman soldiers took him to Caesarea (cess uh REE 
uh), where he would be safe. However, Paul was still a prisoner. The 

Roman leaders wanted to figure out why the Jews hated 
Paul so much. So Paul met with rulers to try 

to explain what was going on.
First, Paul met with Felix the 
governor. Felix ordered the Roman 

guard to watch Paul but to also 
give him some freedom by 
letting Paul’s friends come and 
serve him. A few days later, 
Felix and his wife came for 
a meeting with Paul. Paul 
talked about faith in Jesus. 
He talked about righteousness 
and self-control, and he 
explained that one day God 

is going to judge the world. 
Felix was afraid of what Paul 

said. He sent Paul away, but he 
met with him many times for the 

next two years. When a new governor 
came into power, Felix did not release 

Paul from prison.
The new governor was named Festus. He 

traveled to Jerusalem to meet with the Jewish leaders. The Jewish 
leaders asked Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem. They were still planning 
to attack Paul and kill him. But Festus wanted Paul to stay in Caesarea. 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use figures: Show 
kids a different 
figure for each 
person in the story. 
Move around the 
figures to help kids 
see who Paul met 
with.

• Show facial 
expressions: 
Change your facial 
expression to reflect 
the attitudes and 
feelings of the 
people in the story. 
Show fear like Felix 
and urgency like 
Paul.

The BIBLE Story
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Paul Before Rulers
Acts 24–26

Paul had narrowly escaped death in Jerusalem. The Jews planned to 
kill Paul, but the Roman soldiers took him to Caesarea (cess uh REE 
uh), where he would be safe. However, Paul was still a prisoner. The 

Roman leaders wanted to figure out why the Jews hated 
Paul so much. So Paul met with rulers to try 

to explain what was going on.
First, Paul met with Felix the 
governor. Felix ordered the Roman 

guard to watch Paul but to also 
give him some freedom by 
letting Paul’s friends come and 
serve him. A few days later, 
Felix and his wife came for 
a meeting with Paul. Paul 
talked about faith in Jesus. 
He talked about righteousness 
and self-control, and he 
explained that one day God 

is going to judge the world. 
Felix was afraid of what Paul 

said. He sent Paul away, but he 
met with him many times for the 

next two years. When a new governor 
came into power, Felix did not release 

Paul from prison.
The new governor was named Festus. He 

traveled to Jerusalem to meet with the Jewish leaders. The Jewish 
leaders asked Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem. They were still planning 
to attack Paul and kill him. But Festus wanted Paul to stay in Caesarea. 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use figures: Show 
kids a different 
figure for each 
person in the story. 
Move around the 
figures to help kids 
see who Paul met 
with.

• Show facial 
expressions: 
Change your facial 
expression to reflect 
the attitudes and 
feelings of the 
people in the story. 
Show fear like Felix 
and urgency like 
Paul.

He invited some of the Jewish leaders to go with him to see 
Paul.

Paul stood before Festus. “I haven’t done anything 
wrong,” Paul explained again. “I want to see Caesar!” 
Caesar was the emperor of Rome, and as a Roman citizen, 
Paul had the right to take his case to him. Festus agreed.

While Paul was waiting to go to Rome, King Agrippa 
and Queen Bernice visited Festus and Paul. Paul told the 
king how he became a believer. He explained that Jesus 
died to bring salvation to Jews and Gentiles.

“You are out of your mind!” Festus said.
Paul said, “I am speaking the truth. I wish you—and 

everyone who is listening—might believe in Jesus.”
King Agrippa, Festus, and the others with them got 

up. They agreed that Paul had done nothing wrong. The 
king was ready to free Paul, but Paul had already asked 
to go to Rome.

Christ Connection: God had chosen Paul to take the gospel 
to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. (Acts 9:15-16) Paul met 
with people again and again to tell the good news about Jesus. 
He wanted everyone to believe that Jesus is Lord. Because Jesus 
has the power to save people from sin, Paul was willing to do 
whatever it took to share the gospel.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Before Rulers
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 24–26
STORY POINT: Paul was willing to do hard things to share the gospel.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time when 
they got in trouble.
SAY • Usually when we get into trouble, it’s because we did 

something wrong or unwise. Today, we’ll learn about 
a time Paul was arrested even though he had not 
broken the law. How do you think Paul felt? 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Hear Ye, Hear Ye” activity page. 
Kids will number the pictures from one to five to indicate 
the oldest and newest ways to spread news.
SAY • Each of these pictures are different ways to 

communicate information to others. Today we’re 
going to learn how Paul shared the good news about 
Jesus with others, even important leaders. Would you 
be courageous enough to share the gospel with the 
president?

• “Hear Ye, Hear Ye”” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Odd laws
Ask kids to decide if the following laws are real or fake. 

• It’s illegal to drive blindfolded in Alabama. (real)
• It’s legal to ride a camel in Arizona. (fake)
• In Hawaii, it’s illegal to place a coin in your ear. (real)
• You can’t sell your vehicle on a Sunday in Michigan. 
(real)

• In Kentucky, it’s illegal to chew gum and walk at the 
same time. (fake)

SAY • Sometimes laws may seem odd or outdated, but if 
you break them, you can get into trouble even if the 
law seems silly. Paul was arrested though he hadn’t 
broken any laws. Today we’ll learn more about what 
Paul did while in custody.

OPTION 2: Decorate crowns
Provide kids with yellow construction paper and various 
craft supplies: markers, glue, scissors, jewels, stickers, and so 
forth. Help kids cut the construction paper into zig-zagging 
strips. Allow kids to decorate their strips before fashioning 
them into crowns. 
SAY • What beautiful crowns you made! Now you all look 

like kings and queens. What do you think it would 
be like to talk to a king or queen? How would you 
feel speaking to them? That may be how Paul felt 
when he spoke to very important leaders while he 
was in prison. But God gave him the courage to 
share the gospel. Let’s learn more.

Transition to teach the story

• construction paper
• various art supplies 

(markers, glue, 
scissors, jewels, 
stickers, etc)

• stapler
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the stage 
like the inside of a library. Put a desk or table with a chair 
in the middle of the stage facing the kids. Add some books, 
a notebook, a pencil, and a backpack on the table. You may 
display the theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a backpack filled with a few books.]
LEADER • Oh, my goodness. I am so worried about my 

end of the year tests at school. I don’t know how 
I’m going to make it. I have a test in every single 
subject. And every test is over the entire year of 
material. I don’t remember what I did yesterday; how 
am I going to remember what I learned in science 
six months ago? I’m in my last year of college and 
I’m studying to be a pharmacist. I want to be able 
to help people who are sick or hurting. It is really 
hard! I have to learn about all kinds of medicines, 
potential side-effects, and how different medicines 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire
• backpack filled with 

books
Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Before Rulers
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 24–26
STORY POINT: Paul was willing to do hard things to share the gospel.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.
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might interact if taken at the same time. It’s a lot to 
remember! But I have to do well if I want to be a 
pharmacist.  

Do you remember Paul? Paul encountered some 
really difficult circumstances in his life. But he kept 
doing hard things because he wanted to share about 
Jesus with people who were sick and hurting from 
sin. Paul knew that Jesus was worth the hard times.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we follow Jesus on earth, we must press on 
toward the prize. But what is the prize at the end of 
the race? That brings us to our big picture question. 
What will happen for all Christians in the future? 
Does anyone think they know the answer to our 
big picture question? Think about what the answer 
might be, and we’ll discuss it after the Bible story.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Paul’s life and ministry were filled with difficult 

challenges. Thankfully, Paul used his suffering to 
share the good news about Jesus with others. Paul 
helped believers grow in their faith and press on to 
fully know Jesus. This week we’re starting a new 
unit about standing strong in our faith all the way 
to the end of our lives. Paul was no stranger to being 
arrested because of his preaching the gospel. Today 
we will learn about how Paul used his arrest to spread 
the gospel even more. Our story is called “Paul 
Before Rulers.”

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 24–26. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul Before Rulers.”
LEADER •Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem, but had been 

moved to Caesarea for safety. Felix, the governor, met 
with Paul multiple times over two years to speak with 
him. Being in prison for years may sound rough, 
but God was working through Paul even while he 
was captured. Paul had the opportunity to share the 
gospel with the governor for two whole years!

When Festus—the next governor—took over Paul 
asked to be heard by Caesar. Remember, when Paul 
was first arrested in Jerusalem, God had told Paul 
that He wanted Paul to share the gospel in Rome. 
Now, God was giving Paul the opportunity to use his 
arrest to travel there! But that also meant Paul had to 
stay a prisoner even longer.

Paul was willing to do hard things to share the 
gospel. He didn’t care about his own comfort or 
safety as much as he cared about obeying God to 
preach the gospel to everyone. Part of Paul’s courage 
came from his understanding of the future God 
has promised believers. What will happen for all 
Christians in the future? One day, all Christians 
will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

God can use difficult circumstances in our lives to 
continue His plan, too. There will be times in your 
life when you face scary, sad, or difficult situations. 
In those moments, you can take comfort knowing 
that God is at work. God always keeps His promises. 

• Bibles
• “Paul Before Rulers” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER •God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to 

Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. Paul met with 
people again and again to tell the good news about 
Jesus. He wanted everyone to believe that Jesus is 
Lord. Because Jesus has the power to save people 
from sin, Paul was willing to do whatever it took to 
share the gospel.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 35, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about who they can share their faith 
with. Guide them to discuss situations in which they may 
feel they cannot talk about Jesus.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Missionaries are willing to do hard 
things to share the gospel. The missionary we are 
going to hear about today had to do some very hard 
things when he went back to the island of Puerto 
Rico, but he did so to show people how Jesus had 
changed his life.

Play the missions video. After the video, ask kids how 
Jorge’s (HOR-hayz) life changed after he met Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 1:6. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Paul wrote this key passage to the church at 

Philippi to encourage them in their faith. When God 
calls us to salvation, He begins a good work in our 
hearts. God will keep us, and the Holy Spirit will 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 35, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “A Changed Heart” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am Sure of This 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

81Finishing Strong

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   81005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   81 12/1/20   9:56 AM12/1/20   9:56 AM



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

continue working in our hearts to make us more like 
Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Paul was not ashamed to share the gospel with 
Gentiles, kings, and Jews. He knew that he was living 
for the future with Jesus, who will fix everything 
someday! Let us follow Paul’s example and not be 
ashamed of the gospel. Let’s sing and praise Jesus 
together!

Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, help us to be bold with the gospel like Paul. 

Give us opportunities to share the good news about 
Jesus with those around us. Help us do whatever it 
takes to share the gospel! Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Things New” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Before Rulers
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 24–26
STORY POINT: Paul was willing to do hard things to share the gospel.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write each word or small phrase of the 
key passage on separate sticky notes. Practice reciting the 
key passage aloud as a whole group several times. Give 
each kid a sticky note to stick on the front of their shirt. 
Challenge the kids to work together to put themselves in 
the correct order. Practice reciting the key passage aloud 
once in the correct order. Mix up the sticky notes and play 
again as time allows.
SAY • Paul seemed like the perfect Christian. He shared the 

gospel all the time! But even Paul was being made 
more like Jesus every single day. God had called Paul 
to salvation through Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
The Holy Spirit was continuing the good work of the 
gospel in Paul’s heart every day. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 24-
26. Show the group how to use the Table of Contents in 
the front of their Bible to find the page numbers of the 
books of the Bible. Remind the kids that Acts is in the New 
Testament right after the four Gospels. 

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who had planned to kill Paul? (the Jews, Acts 23:15)
2. How often did Paul and Felix, the governor, meet to 

talk about faith? (many times for two years, Acts 24:27)
3. Who did Paul tell Festus he wanted to see? (Caesar, 

the emperor of Rome; Acts 25:10)
4. How was prison a blessing from God for Paul? Guide 

the kids to think about what Paul’s enemies wanted to 
do to him. Remind the kids that as long as Paul was 
being held by the Romans, the Jewish religious leaders 
who hated him could not achieve their goal of killing 
Paul. 

5. Why was Paul willing to stay in prison when he 
hadn’t broken the law? Direct kids to think about 
Paul’s understanding of God’s promises. Paul knew that 
God wanted him to go to Rome to share the gospel, and 
asking to speak with Caesar is one way Paul could do 
so. Paul also knew that the rewards of obeying God are 
worth giving up anything the world can offer us, such as 
wealth, comfort, or power. 

6. Have you done difficult things to share the gospel? 
Help kids think critically about their lives. Ensure 
they know that this is a safe place to talk about their 
feelings. Encourage all the kids who admit they haven’t 
done anything difficult to share the gospel, and pray 
over the group that God will give them courage and 
opportunities to share.

SAY • Paul was willing to do hard things to share the 
gospel. Paul knew that Jesus alone had the power to 
save people from sin. Paul trusted God’s plan.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Tools for missions
Position a hammer, sleeping bag, paper and pen, 

and bandages around the room. Invite kids to walk around 
and look at the objects.
SAY • Each of these items represents something hard that 

missionaries might do to share the gospel. How do 
you think missionaries might use these items?

Let kids discuss their ideas. Then share the following:
• Hammer: Some missionaries need to build things like 
a house, church, or school.

• Sleeping bag: Missionaries might camp out in remote 
villages in order to share the gospel.

• Paper and pen: If a people group does not have the 
Bible in their own language, missionaries might write 
down Bible stories in their language or draw pictures 
to help them understand Bible stories.

• Bandages: When missionaries live far away from 
doctors, they must take care of themselves and their 
families. They also try to help the people around 
them.

Encourage kids to do hard things to share the gospel with 
people around them. Review the big picture question and 
answer to remind them of the hope that all Christians share: 
What will happen for all Christians in the future? One 
day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with 
Him forever.

OPTION 2:What would you do?
Invite the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start the 
game and hand her a ball. Instruct her to share one thing 
she wishes she didn’t have to do, such as a chore or school 

• hammer or other tool
• sleeping bag
• paper and pen
• bandages

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• ball
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assignment. She will pass the ball to the left and the next 
kid will share something he wishes he didn’t have to do.

When the ball reaches the kid who started the game, she 
will recall something another kid said they didn’t want to 
do that she would rather do, then pass the ball to the left. 
Play until each kid has said which chore or task they would 
rather do instead of the one they suggested.
SAY • There are always things we wish we didn’t have to. 

For every chore or assignment we don’t want to do, 
there are many other things we’d rather do instead. 
Paul was willing to do hard things to share the 
gospel. 

Do you think Paul wanted to go to prison or 
stand in front of kings and rulers? He probably had 
a whole list of other things he would have rather 
done. But Paul’s courage came from the Holy Spirit 
working in his life and from his trust in God to keep 
His promises. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 92

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 94

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

Unit 35 • Session 2

Unit 35 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 27–28

STORY POINT:  
Paul trusted God to rescue him.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will 

see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Paul’s Shipwreck
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2

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Paul was in Roman custody because of unfounded accusations brought 
against him by the Jews. Paul had stood before rulers in Caesarea and 
invoked his right as a Roman citizen to appeal to Caesar. So Festus the 
governor arranged for Paul to go to Rome.

Paul got onto a ship going toward Rome. As if Paul’s journey to Rome had 
not already been delayed and complicated enough, the ship was caught 
up in a terrible storm. Paul had warned the crew not to sail from Crete 
because they would lose everything and die. But they didn’t listen. Paul 
pointed out the error of their ways, but he still gave them hope. An angel 
had appeared to Paul. He said Paul would make it to Rome and all of the 
people with him would survive.

Paul urged everyone on the ship to eat so they would have energy. They 
planned to run the ship ashore on an island, but the ship got stuck on a 
sandbar. The waves battered the ship and it broke into pieces; however, all 
of the people survived and made it safely to shore.

Paul suffered for Christ. In his letter to the church at Corinth, Paul listed 
the kinds of things he faced: beatings, stoning, shipwrecks, various dangers, 
hardship, sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, nakedness, and other daily 
pressures. (See 2 Cor. 11:24-29.) Again and again, Paul saw evidence of 
God’s control over his life and the gospel was advanced.

As you teach kids, emphasize that Paul trusted God to keep His promise to 
rescue them from the storm. He also encouraged the sailors to trust God 
too. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin 
and death, and to tell others this good news. We can encourage others to 
trust God because we know He is good and in control.
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Paul’s Shipwreck
Acts 27–28

Paul was a prisoner in Caesarea (cess uh REE uh). He had asked 
to see Caesar about his case. Caesar was the leader of the Roman 
Empire, so Paul got on a ship with other prisoners going to Rome. 

The journey was difficult. Strong winds and rain tossed 
the ship. The crew threw things overboard 

and tried to keep the ship from breaking 
apart, but the storm did not stop for 

many days. All the people on the 
ship were afraid they would die.

One night, God sent an 
angel to Paul. The angel 
told Paul to not be afraid. 
God would save the lives of 
everyone on the ship. Paul 
told everyone on board 
what God had said. “Take 
courage,” he said. Paul 
believed everything would 

happen just like God said. The 
people on the ship would not die. 

They would have to run the ship 
onto an island.
When the ship got close to an 

island, some of the sailors tried to escape 
in the lifeboat. Paul told them they would 

only be saved if they stayed on the ship. The sailors 
listened to Paul. No one had eaten in a long time, so Paul told them to 
eat. He thanked God and broke the bread, and everyone ate. Then they 
raised the sails and headed toward the island.

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Draw pictures: 
Sketch pictures or 
invite a volunteer 
to sketch as you tell 
the story to help kids 
visualize the action.

• Use sound 
effects: Play 
ocean sounds in the 
background as you 
tell the story.

The BIBLE Story
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Paul’s Shipwreck
Acts 27–28

Paul was a prisoner in Caesarea (cess uh REE uh). He had asked 
to see Caesar about his case. Caesar was the leader of the Roman 
Empire, so Paul got on a ship with other prisoners going to Rome. 

The journey was difficult. Strong winds and rain tossed 
the ship. The crew threw things overboard 

and tried to keep the ship from breaking 
apart, but the storm did not stop for 

many days. All the people on the 
ship were afraid they would die.

One night, God sent an 
angel to Paul. The angel 
told Paul to not be afraid. 
God would save the lives of 
everyone on the ship. Paul 
told everyone on board 
what God had said. “Take 
courage,” he said. Paul 
believed everything would 

happen just like God said. The 
people on the ship would not die. 

They would have to run the ship 
onto an island.
When the ship got close to an 

island, some of the sailors tried to escape 
in the lifeboat. Paul told them they would 

only be saved if they stayed on the ship. The sailors 
listened to Paul. No one had eaten in a long time, so Paul told them to 
eat. He thanked God and broke the bread, and everyone ate. Then they 
raised the sails and headed toward the island.

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Draw pictures: 
Sketch pictures or 
invite a volunteer 
to sketch as you tell 
the story to help kids 
visualize the action.

• Use sound 
effects: Play 
ocean sounds in the 
background as you 
tell the story.

When they got close, the ship struck a sandbar and 
stopped. The waves crashed into the ship, and it began to 
break into pieces. The soldiers were afraid the prisoners 
would escape, so some of them wanted to kill the prisoners. 
But an army officer ordered everyone to swim for shore. 
Those who could not swim clung to the planks and 
pieces of the ship. They all made it safely to shore. Paul 
was right; God saved all of their lives.

Three months later, Paul got onto another ship and 
sailed to Rome. Paul was still a prisoner, but instead of 
going to jail, Paul was allowed to live by himself in a 
house. A soldier stayed with him to guard him. People 
came to Paul’s house and listened to him speak about 
the kingdom of God and about Jesus. Some of the people 
believed and followed Jesus.

Christ Connection: Paul trusted God to keep His promise 
to rescue him from the storm. He encouraged the sailors to trust 
and obey God too. God calls us to trust in His Son, Jesus, who 
died to rescue us from sin and death, and to tell others this good 
news.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Shipwreck
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 27–28
STORY POINT: Paul trusted God to rescue him.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they rode in a boat.
SAY • Traveling in a boat can be a lot of fun. However, if 

there’s a severe storm while you are on the water, it 
can be quite dangerous—even deadly! Today we will 
learn about a time Paul faced a dangerous storm that 
wrecked the ship he was traveling aboard. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Search the Wreckage” activity 
page. Kids will find and circle the seven differences between 
the two versions of the Bible story image.
SAY • Great job spotting the differences in the two pictures! 

Paul and other prisoners were caught in a frightening 
storm. The winds and waves were so strong, the Bible 
tells us they tore the ship apart! Do you think anyone 
could survive a shipwreck like that? We’ll find out 
who survived, and how, in today’s story.

• “Search the 
Wreckage” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Ship Commands
Teach the kids the motions that go with each ship 
command. Invite the kids to sit together on the floor and 
pretend they’re on a ship. Call out the ship commands and 
let them act out the motions.

• “Hit the Deck!”—lay flat on your stomach
• “Attention”—salute and yell, “Aye, aye captain!”
• “Three Men in a Boat”—sit in groups of three
• “Scrub the deck”—on knees and scrub the floor
• “Take Courage!”—give each other high-fives

SAY • On a boat, its important to obey the orders given by 
the captain. However, what if the people in charge 
are ordering you to do something that is opposite of 
what God has told you to do? Today, we will learn 
about a time Paul had to convince those in charge to 
listen to God’s commands.

OPTION 2: Rain Clouds Experiment
Invite the kids to gather around while you perform the 
following demonstration. 

1. Fill the jar with water, almost to the top.
2. Cover the top with shaving cream as the “cloud.”
3. Drip food coloring onto the cloud until the color 

starts bleeding through to drip into the water.
SAY • Rain is a wonderful way that God takes care of 

creation to provide the fresh water everything needs. 
But storms can also be dangerous. Today we’ll hear 
about a storm Paul faced while traveling to Rome.

Transition to teach the story

• shaving cream (foam, 
not gel)

• a jar
• water
• food color
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters and is seated at the desk/table on the stage 
writing in his notebook.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone. I am working like crazy to get 

ready for my second test this afternoon. I have been 
diligent and done my best paying attention in class 
all year and doing my homework. I just hope all my 
studying is enough to get a good grade on my final 
test. I’m still afraid I’ll get nervous during the test 
and forget all the information I know. Has that ever 
happened to any of you?

I don’t know how the test will be or how my nerves 
will handle the pressure, but I do know one thing: I 
can trust God to help me. Only God can take away 
my nerves and worries. God can help me to calm 
down and remember all the things I’ve learned. This 
is kind of like when Paul was a prisoner and was on 
a boat on his way to Rome. There was a powerful 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• notebook
• pen

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Shipwreck
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 27–28
STORY POINT: Paul trusted God to rescue him.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.
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storm and the men on the ship were terrified. Paul 
was probably scared, too, but he trusted God to keep 
him safe, and helped the others remain calm enough 
to obey God and survive. Let me tell you about it.  

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Paul continued to follow Jesus and trust God 
to protect him. Paul kept his eyes focused on the 
future. That brings us to our big picture question 
and answer: What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will see Jesus in 
His glory and live with Him forever. That means 
that every person who trusts in Jesus for salvation is 
guaranteed the prize of a perfect life spent with God 
for all eternity. Our lives will certainly be hard at 
times. For some people, there may seem to be more 
hard times than happy ones. But that doesn’t change 
the hope we have for the future. Believers will all be 
perfected by God and live in His perfect presence.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Every story we’ve learned about Paul includes 

God’s protection over Paul’s life. God protected Paul 
through so many difficult, and sometimes scary, 
situations because Paul sharing about Jesus was part 
of God’s plan. Paul was willing to do hard things to 
share the gospel when he told rulers and kings about 
Jesus. In today’s Bible story, God will continue to 
protect Paul in a hard situation.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 27–28. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul’s Shipwreck.”
LEADER • Storms can be frightning even when you are on 

land inside a building. Can you imagine how much 
more frightning it would be to face a dangerous 
storm outside on a moving ship? That’s exactly why 
the people on the ship were terrified. 

As always though, God used the difficult 
circumstances to show His goodness. An angel 
reminded Paul of God’s plan for him and promised 
that no one on the ship would die. Paul trusted God 
to rescue him. Because Paul trusted God, he was 
able to help the people survive the storm.

I bet when the ship struck the sandbar and began 
falling apart in the rough waves, many people 
doubted that Paul was right to stay on the ship. But 
in the end, even though the ship was destroyed, the 
people all made it safely to shore while clinging to 
the wreckage.

We are often a lot like the people on the ship. It’s 
pretty easy to say we trust God when life feels easy 
and comfortable. However, for many of us, as soon 
as life gets hard or we face a scary situation, we want 
to abandon the ship to save ourselves. God wants us 
to trust Him. No matter what we face, God can use 
it for His glory and our good. 

Remember though, that doesn’t mean there won’t 
be situations where we lose things that are important 
to us. A ship would have been very valuable and 
important, especially to the captain and sailors who 

• Bibles
• “Paul’s Shipwreck” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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needed it to do their jobs. The ship was destroyed by 
the storm. We all will face loss; but God’s promise is 
that whatever loss we face will be tiny compared to 
the wonderful future we gain. What will happen for 
all Christians in the future? One day all Christians 
will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul trusted God to keep His promise to rescue 

him from the storm. He encouraged the sailors to 
trust and obey God too. God calls us to trust His 
Son, Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin and death, 
and to tell others this good news. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 35, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about whether God will always 
protect us. Guide them to discuss when they are most likely 
to turn toward God. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the Santiago family photo and ask a 
volunteer to read the story of when Hurricane Maria hit 
Puerto Rico.
LEADER • This was a very hard time for the Santiagos and 

others in Puerto Rico, but they trusted God to rescue 
them. Then they were right where God wanted them 
to be to share the hope of Jesus with people who 
were hurting.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 35, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “The Santiago 
Family” printable
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 1:6. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER •  This key passage teaches us about sanctification. 

We are not made perfect until the day when Jesus 
returns to make all things new. Every day, the Holy 
Spirit will continue working in our hearts to make us 
more like Jesus. God started the good work by calling 
us to salvation. God will keep us until that good 
work is complete in the future.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Paul had all the reasons in the world to praise 
God for His protection in the storm! God showed 
that His power is greater than any storm. Let’s praise 
God today for all the ways He’s protected us. Let’s 
sing together!

Sing together “All Hail The Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to 

die to rescue us from sin and death. Help us to trust 
and obey You. Help us to share this good news with 
others so they can trust and obey You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am Sure of This 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

• “All Hail the Power” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Shipwreck
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 27–28
STORY POINT: Paul trusted God to rescue him.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write words or phrases of the key passage 
on pieces of craft foam or slices of pool noodles with 
permanent marker. Put a couple of inches of water in a large 
shallow tub. Stick the foam pieces in the tub. Challenge 
the kids to put the verse in order in the water. If you have a 
large number of kids, make three or four water stations and 
divide into smaller groups. Provide a couple of towels for 
wiping up spills and drying hands.
SAY • This key passage is so comforting for us as believers. 

God will keep us and keep working in our hearts. 
God kept Paul safe in all kinds of dangerous 
situations. God used every situation to help continue 
the good work in Paul’s heart. Paul learned to trust 
and obey God more and more. God will do the same 
for us. We can obey and trust God in every situation.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 27–28. 
Remind them that Luke wrote Acts to tell about the Acts 
that the Holy Spirit did through the early church. Explain 
the division Acts is in. (New Testament History)

• Key Passage Poster
• craft foam pieces 

or slices of pool 
noodles

•  permanent marker
• large shallow tub
• water
• towels 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How was Paul traveling to Rome? (on a ship, 

Acts 27:1-2)
2. What happened on the journey to Rome? (a storm 

caused a shipwreck, Acts 27:14-44 )
3. What did Paul tell the other people on board? (“Take 

courage,” Acts 27:22)
4. Why do you think God allowed Paul to go through 

such a dangerous storm? Help the kids see that God’s 
plans are always for His glory and our good. Remind 
them that Paul used the storm as an opportunity to show 
that he trusted God. By saving everyone on the ship, 
God proved His power and love though the storm. 

5. Why did Paul trust God to rescue him from the 
storm? Point back to God’s promises to Paul. God told 
Paul that he would preach in Rome. God sent an angel 
to remind Paul of God’s promise and encourage him 
with a promise of protection through the storm. Paul 
knew that God keeps all His promises, so He trusted 
God even in a difficult time.

6. What promises can you remember in hard times? 
Guide the kids to think about the promises God has 
made to all believers through His Word: promises to be 
with us—Matt. 28:20; promises of power—Acts 1:8; 
promises of transformation—2 Cor. 5:17; promises of 
our future with Him—John 14:2-4; and so forth. Help 
the kids understand that our future is secure in Christ, 
even if our present feels unstable.

SAY • Paul trusted God to rescue him. Paul trusted God 
to keep His promise because God always keeps His 
promises. We can trust and obey God too.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Brainstorm relief
Ask kids to name different natural disasters that 

your community might face (droughts, floods, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, and so forth). Allow kids to discuss storms they 
may remember, or how they might prepare for a storm 
or weather event (stay inside, go to an inner room, get 
flashlights, turn on the news).
SAY • Natural disasters can be frightening. Even in the 

middle of the worst kinds of disasters, God is still 
working. God uses Christians to tell others that He is 
good and can rescue them, even in times of disaster.

Invite kids to work in pairs or small groups to make a list 
of ways that a church could help people around them if a 
bad weather event takes place. Tell them that you will play 
one song and that they should use that time to make a list 
or draw simple pictures of ways Christians might help. 
(Suggestions: allow people to stay in your building if it is 
cold, provide meals or clothing, deliver flashlights, help to 
rebuild homes.) When the song ends, invite each group to 
share their ideas.

Pray for missionaries who serve others during times of 
disasters. Pray also that your church will serve others in 
need.

OPTION 2: Boat race
Form groups of three or four kids. Provide each kid with 
a small sheet of aluminum foil and a drinking straw. Help 
the kids shape the foil into a boat. Invite the groups to take 
turns racing their boats in the tub of water using their straw 
to blow the boats across the surface. You may also challenge 
kids to place paper clips in their boats to see whose boat can 

• music
• paper
• pencils

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• small sheets of 
aluminum foil, 
1 per kid

•  drinking 
straws, 1 per kid

• large shallow tub 
• water
• paper clips (optional)
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hold the most paper clips before it sinks.
SAY • That was a fun boat race! Could you imagine being 

on a boat with a huge storm whirling around you? 
Would you be scared? I’m sure Paul was scared, but 
he trusted God to keep His promise to rescue him 
from the storm. We can trust God to rescue us, too. 
We’re not in a storm, but we do need rescued from 
our sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us from 
sin and death. We can trust and obey God and tell 
others about this good news.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 108

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 110

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 116

Unit 35 • Session 3

Unit 35 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Philemon

STORY POINT:  
Paul encouraged Philemon to treat 
Onesimus as a brother in Christ.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will 

see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Brothers in Christ
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3

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Paul was a prisoner under house arrest in Rome when a man named 
Onesimus (oh NESS ih muhs) came to visit him. Onesimus was a slave 
who had run away from a wealthy man named Philemon. As it turned 
out, Paul was a friend of Philemon. So when Paul told Onesimus the 
good news about Jesus and Onesimus believed, Paul desired forgiveness 
and reconciliation between Onesimus and Philemon—now brothers in 
Christ.

So Paul wrote a letter and told Onesimus to take it to Philemon. The Book 
of Philemon is the letter written by Paul to Philemon. Though Onesimus 
had become dear to him and Paul wanted Onesimus to stay with him in 
Rome, Paul sent him back to Philemon with his letter.

In the letter, Paul urged Philemon to show kindness to Onesimus and treat 
him as a fellow brother in Christ. Paul even offered to pay Onesimus’s debt 
for him. Though Paul could have used his authority as an apostle of Christ 
to force Philemon to do what he wanted, Paul instead appealed to him as 
a friend and a fellow believer. He urged Philemon to treat Onesimus as if 
he were Paul himself—with love and kindness.

Paul offered to pay Onesimus’s debt to make peace between him and 
Philemon. In this way, Paul acted like Jesus, who makes peace between 
God and humanity. Jesus took the punishment we deserve for our sin, 
paying our debt so that we can be forgiven and welcomed into God’s 
family as brothers and sisters of Jesus. (See Heb. 2:11.)

Paul’s letter serves as a reminder to us that everyone is equal before Jesus. 
People from completely different backgrounds—like Paul, a former Jewish 
leader; Onesimus, a runaway slave; and Philemon, a Gentile slavemaster—
are brought together by the gospel under the lordship of Jesus Christ. In 
light of God’s love for us, we can be loving, kind, and forgiving to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ for the glory of God.
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Brothers in Christ
Philemon

When Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he met a man named 
Onesimus (oh NESS ih muhs). Onesimus was a servant. He had run 
away from his master, Philemon. Philemon was Paul’s friend.

Paul told Onesimus the good news about Jesus, and 
Onesimus believed in Jesus. Onesimus 

helped Paul, and Paul wanted Onesimus 
to stay with him. So Paul wrote a 

letter and told Onesimus to take 
the letter back to Philemon.

Paul wrote, “Dear 
Philemon, I am writing to you 
because I love you. I want 
you to do the right thing. I 
am getting old, and I am in 
prison because I tell people 
about Jesus. I met Onesimus 
and told him about Jesus, and 
he believed. I want him to 

stay with me, but I want your 
permission first.

“Onesimus is a believer now. 
Maybe this is why he left you 

for a little while—so that he could 
come back to you as a brother instead 

of a servant. He is our friend and brother 
in Christ. Please welcome him like you would 

welcome me. If he owes you anything, I will pay it.
“Philemon, I would be so happy if you agree to do this. I know you 

will do what is right.” Paul asked Philemon to get a room ready for 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Use art: Draw 
pictures of three 
men to represent 
Paul, Onesimus, and 
Philemon. Point to 
each picture as you 
tell the story to help 
kids distinguish who 
did or said what.

• Make eye 
contact: As you tell 
the story, scan the 
room and look directly 
at kids to draw 
them in.

The BIBLE Story
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Brothers in Christ
Philemon

When Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he met a man named 
Onesimus (oh NESS ih muhs). Onesimus was a servant. He had run 
away from his master, Philemon. Philemon was Paul’s friend.

Paul told Onesimus the good news about Jesus, and 
Onesimus believed in Jesus. Onesimus 

helped Paul, and Paul wanted Onesimus 
to stay with him. So Paul wrote a 

letter and told Onesimus to take 
the letter back to Philemon.

Paul wrote, “Dear 
Philemon, I am writing to you 
because I love you. I want 
you to do the right thing. I 
am getting old, and I am in 
prison because I tell people 
about Jesus. I met Onesimus 
and told him about Jesus, and 
he believed. I want him to 

stay with me, but I want your 
permission first.

“Onesimus is a believer now. 
Maybe this is why he left you 

for a little while—so that he could 
come back to you as a brother instead 

of a servant. He is our friend and brother 
in Christ. Please welcome him like you would 

welcome me. If he owes you anything, I will pay it.
“Philemon, I would be so happy if you agree to do this. I know you 

will do what is right.” Paul asked Philemon to get a room ready for 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Use art: Draw 
pictures of three 
men to represent 
Paul, Onesimus, and 
Philemon. Point to 
each picture as you 
tell the story to help 
kids distinguish who 
did or said what.

• Make eye 
contact: As you tell 
the story, scan the 
room and look directly 
at kids to draw 
them in.

him. Paul hoped to visit Philemon soon.

Christ Connection: Paul offered to pay Onesimus’ debt to 
make peace between him and Philemon. In this way, Paul 
acted like Jesus, who makes peace between God and man. Jesus 
took the punishment we deserve for our sin. He paid our debt 
so that we can be forgiven and welcomed by God.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Brothers in Christ
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon
STORY POINT: Paul encouraged Philemon to treat Onesimus as a brother in 

Christ.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss the best 
things about having siblings.
SAY • Having brothers or sisters is great, but I think all 

of us with siblings would admit they sometimes 
frustrate us. God wants us to love one another. 
Today, we will learn about a time Paul told a man 
named Philemon to treat another man, named 
Onesimus, like a brother.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “The Family of God” activity 
page. Kids will use the space provided to draw a picture of 
some of the people from their church family.
SAY • The Bible talks about how all believers are united 

by God as a family. How do you think God wants 
us to treat His family? Today we will learn about a 
time Paul wrote a letter to help his friend Philemon 
see that he should treat his servant Onesimus as a 
brother in Christ.

• “The Family of God” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Transformations
Form groups of two or three kids. Provide each group with 
a large piece of paper and markers. Instruct the groups to 
think of something that completely transforms (examples: 
water to ice, seed to flower, tadpole to frog). Invite the 
groups to illustrate the transformation process. Encourage 
them to include labels and captions to explain what is 
happening. Allow groups to present their transformation 
pictures to the whole group. 
SAY • Those were all very good examples of things 

transforming. In today’s Bible story, we will learn 
that Onesimus transformed into something new. 
Paul wrote a letter to Philemon, Onesimus’ master, 
to tell Philemon how he should treat the transformed 
Onesimus. 

OPTION 2: Sibling synonyms
Form groups of three or four kids. Give each group a sheet 
of paper and a pencil. Challenge the groups to list as many 
different words or nicknames for brother or sister as they can 
think of. Allow them to use words from other languages, if 
they know any.
SAY • No matter what word you use, a brother or a sister 

is a person who you should show love and kindness 
toward. Today, we will learn more about what makes 
a person your brother or sister in Christ, and what 
the Bible says about how we should treat a sibling in 
Christ.

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• pencils

Tip: Be sensitive to 
kids whose family 
situations are 
difficult.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters walking through the group, looking sad and 
confused.]
LEADER • Hey everyone. I have a pretty big problem. 

Remember that really hard class I told you about last 
week? Well, I took the test on Friday. I did well, but 
my friend Micah didn’t pass. We studied together, 
and I sent him a copy of my notes to help him 
prepare. The problem is, I didn’t scan them double-
sided, so Micah only had half the notes! It was a total 
mistake, but now he blames me for his grade. I don’t 
know what to do. I definitely feel bad that my notes 
weren’t complete, but I also feel like it’s his fault for 
not taking his own notes in class. It’s not as if I’m his 
servant! I didn’t have to send any notes at all. Ugh, 
I’m just confused. Maybe I should take a step back 
and take some time to think about something else. 
You know, this kind of makes me think of our Bible 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Brothers in Christ
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon
STORY POINT: Paul encouraged Philemon to treat Onesimus as a brother in 

Christ.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.
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story for this week.
Onesimus and Philemon were two men who had 

some issues with one another. Onesimus may have 
owed Philemon money; Onesimus was a servant of 
Philemon, and he ran away. Let’s learn more about 
them and see what Paul did to help the two men 
obey God in the way they treated each other.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We will see that Onesimus heard the gospel 
from Paul and believed it. That means Onesimus 
became a Christian, just as Paul and Philemon were. 
The fact that Onesimus started as a servant doesn’t 
matter to God. God treats all believers the same—as 
His beloved children. What will happen for all 
Christians in the future? One day all Christians 
will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Remember that Paul was still held by the 

Romans. Two weeks ago, we learned that Paul was 
willing to do hard things to share the gospel. 
Instead of taking his opportunity to be free, Paul 
shared the gospel with leaders, and requested to go 
to Rome. While traveling to Rome by ship, Paul 
trusted God to rescue him from a devastating 
shipwreck. Today we will learn about what Paul told 
Philemon regarding Onesimus, Philemon’s servant 
who ran away.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Philemon. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Brothers in Christ.”
LEADER • In Paul’s letter to Philemon, we see that Paul 

cared much more about making peace between 
two believers than he did about his own material 
possessions. Paul understood that Jesus’ love 
transforms us, and so it should transform how we 
treat one another.

The Bible tells us that love is a primary 
characteristic that should mark believers. We should 
love our enemies and our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Jesus loves even those who do not love Him, 
and His love is what can transform His enemies 
into His church. Paul understood this because 
that’s exactly what Jesus did for him. Paul had been 
an enemy of Jesus, but Jesus still saved him. Jesus 
wanted the church to welcome Paul as a brother, not 
treat him with fear or anger they way they might 
have before.

Christ connection
LEADER •Paul offered to pay Onesimus’ debt to make peace 

between him and Philemon. In this way, Paul acted 
like Jesus, who makes peace between God and man. 
Jesus took the punishment we deserve for our sin. 
He paid our debt so that we can be forgiven and 
welcomed by God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 35, Session 3” questions from kids video. 

• Bibles
• “Brothers in Christ” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 35, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video
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Prompt kids to think about what a spiritual family is. Guide 
them to discuss how members of a spiritual family should 
treat one another. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Remind kids about the Santiagos who serve Jesus 
in Puerto Rico.
LEADER • Jorge Santiago planned to start a new church, 

but after Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico, he knew 
he needed to find ways to minister to the people’s 
needs while sharing the gospel. He treated others as 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Let’s see what he did.

Play the missions video. Then close in prayer for the 
Santiagos and the people of Puerto Rico. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 1:6. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • We are made brothers and sisters in Christ 

through Jesus’ death and resurrection. When we 
respond to God’s salvation, there is a good work 
started in our hearts. The Holy Spirit will continue 
this good work of making us more like Jesus every 
day while we’re here on earth. In the future, God will 
finish this good work in each of us just as the Bible 
promises. What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will see Jesus in 
His glory and live with Him forever.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s join together as brothers and sisters in 
Christ to sing a song of praise to Jesus. 

• “A Changed Plan” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am Sure of This 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

• “All Things New” song
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Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for sending Jesus to make peace 

between us. Help us to be peacemakers too, and love 
others as You love them—unconditionally. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Brothers in Christ
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon
STORY POINT: Paul encouraged Philemon to treat Onesimus as a brother in 

Christ.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Form pairs of kids. Challenge the pairs to recite the key 
passage one word at a time, taking turns saying each word 
in order. Instruct them to practice several times and see 
how fast they can work together to recite the key passage. 
Consider adding and element of competition by timing 
different pairs to see which pair is the fastest. Re-arrange the 
pairs and continue playing as time allows.
SAY • We are able to be brothers and sisters in Christ 

because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus took 
our punishment on the cross and gave us forgiveness 
for our sins. When we respond to God’s salvation, 
He begins a good work in our hearts. We can be sure 
that work will eventually be completed.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Philemon. 
Encourage kids to look in the Table of Contents to find the 
Book of Philemon. Explain that Philemon was written by 
the apostle Paul, so it’s grouped with Paul’s Letters in the 
New Testament. Point out that Philemon is short, and so it 
has verse numbers, but may not have a chapter number. 

• Key Passage Poster
• stopwatch (optional)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who was Philemon? (a friend of Paul, Philem. 1)
2. How did Onesimus respond to the gospel? (Onesimus 

believed in Jesus, Philem. 10)
3. How did Paul encourage Philemon to treat 

Onesimus? (like a brother instead of a servant, 
Philem. 16)

4. Why do you think Paul worked so hard to make 
peace between Onesimus and Philemon? Remind 
kids of Paul’s conversion story. Help them see that Paul, 
as much as anyone, understood the transformation that 
salvation through Jesus brings. Jesus welcomes enemies 
and turns them into brothers and sisters. Just as Paul 
was turned from an enemy into a brother, so Philemon 
was to welcome Onesimus as a brother.

5. How should we treat someone who is a brother or 
sister in Christ? Guide kids to think beyond the simple 
answers. Help them consider what it looks like to love 
a brother or sister in Christ. Be prepared to talk about 
ways we can serve and respect one another, as well as 
ways we can correct and encourage one another.

6. Who can you show love to this week? Guide kids to 
think practically. Remind them that they don’t have to 
share the names of any specific people if they prefer not 
to, but encourage them to come up with at least one 
person they might not otherwise show love to. Help them 
brainstorm appropriate ways to show love.

SAY • Paul encouraged Philemon to treat Onesimus as a 
brother in Christ. When Jesus took our punishment 
and died on the cross, He gave us the gift of being 
forgiven and welcomed into God’s family. We can 
show love and forgiveness to others because of Jesus.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Light in the darkness
Distribute Bibles to each kid. Encourage kids to 

sit in a circle and turn off the light. Use your flashlight to 
provide light in the room.
SAY • When Hurricane Maria knocked out the power in 

much of Puerto Rico, the Santiago missionary family 
had no lights. But they wanted to keep focusing on 
Jesus, so they and other Christians read their Bibles 
using flashlights or candles at night. Let’s take turns 
reading a verse from the Bible using a flashlight.

Guide kids to read from the Book of Philemon. Encourage 
kids to serve each other by holding the flashlight for the 
person who is reading from the Bible, then passing it on.

Close in prayer, thanking God for missionaries who keep 
serving even in difficult circumstances.

OPTION 2: Helpful or harmful?
Before the session, label two buckets, one helpful and one 
harmful. On small slips of paper, write two sets of actions, 
some that would be helpful and some that would be 
harmful. Ensure there are enough for each kid to have one 
slip. 

(Helpful examples: inviting a new kid to play, taking 
out the trash, sharing a toy with your sibling; Harmful 
examples: yelling at your mom when you’re mad, ripping up 
your homework when you’re frustrated, taking a toy away 
from your sibling.) 

Place the buckets on one side of the room. Instruct the 
kids to line up on the far side of the room. Kids will take 
turns drawing a slip of paper, and then placing it in the 
correct bucket.

• flashlight
• Bibles

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• slips of paper, at 
least 1 per kid

• pen
• buckets, 2
• marker
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SAY • We always have a choice to be helpful or harmful 
with our actions. Paul chose to be helpful when he 
heard about the conflict between Onesimus and 
Philemon. Paul encouraged Philemon to treat 
Onesimus as a brother in Christ. 

Since God has made peace with us through His 
Son, Jesus, we can make peace with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. When we choose helpful actions, it 
shows the world what Jesus is like, and it proves that 
the Holy Spirit is working in us to make us more 
like Him. What are some ways we can be helpful this 
week?

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 124

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 126

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 132

Unit 35 • Session 4

Unit 35 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 John 2–3

STORY POINT:  
Children of God love one another with 

their actions.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will 

see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Children of God
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
The apostle John had been one of Jesus’ closest friends. Along with Peter 
and James, John was part of the innermost core of Jesus’ disciples. John 
even referred to himself in his Gospel as “the one whom Jesus loved.” John 
left Jerusalem and went to Ephesus around A.D. 70. He stayed there as a 
church leader until nearly A.D. 100.

It is not surprising that 50 years after Jesus returned to heaven, John wrote 
a letter to help believers understand who Jesus is: the Son of God. At 
the center of John’s message was one key theme: love. Obeying God’s 
command to love one another is a mark of believers, whom John describes 
as brothers and sisters—children of God.

John wrote that God is love, and if believers truly love God—if they truly 
are His children—they will love one another. Our love, which we draw 
from the power of the Spirit, should be so deep that we are willing to 
lay down our lives for one another just as Jesus did for us. It is this deep, 
genuine love that will cause the world to understand the reality of the 
gospel.

Love is misunderstood and distorted in our culture today, and the kids you 
teach have been impacted by this in some way. Many of your kids may 
see love as just a feeling, as something temporary, or as something that has 
to be earned. This session provides you with the perfect opportunity to 
expose the world’s myths about love and remind kids of the truth about 
God’s love.

Also help kids begin to grasp the idea that followers of Jesus are children 
of God. This is an identity shared by all believers. As Christians, we can 
know that Jesus loves us by what He did for us: dying to save us from 
our sins. We, in turn, can show our love for Jesus by what we do to serve 
others.
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Children of God
1 John 2–3

Jesus’ disciple John wrote a letter to Christians. “Little children,” 
he wrote—because all Christians are children of God—“I am writing 
to you so you will not sin. But if you do sin, Jesus speaks to the 

Father for us. Jesus died to take the punishment for our 
sins.”

John said that when we are part of 
God’s family and truly know God, 

we keep God’s commands. Being 
a child of God is like living in 

light instead of in darkness. 
John wrote, “If someone says 
he is in the light but hates his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
darkness. If someone loves his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
light.”

John also wrote, “See how 
much the Father loves us! He 

calls us His own children—
and that is what we are! We are 

children of God.”
John said that people who are 

God’s children live differently than 
people who are not God’s children. 

Believers do what is right, and they love one 
another. This was not a new message. Jesus told 

us to love one another too. John wrote that others will know we are 
Christians because we show love to one another.

We know what love is because Jesus showed us. He laid down 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Call for active 
listening: Challenge 
kids to count the 
number of times 
they hear the word 
children in the story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use a slightly 
different voice 
when telling parts in 
quotation marks to 
help kids recognize 
John’s writing.

The BIBLE Story
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Children of God
1 John 2–3

Jesus’ disciple John wrote a letter to Christians. “Little children,” 
he wrote—because all Christians are children of God—“I am writing 
to you so you will not sin. But if you do sin, Jesus speaks to the 

Father for us. Jesus died to take the punishment for our 
sins.”

John said that when we are part of 
God’s family and truly know God, 

we keep God’s commands. Being 
a child of God is like living in 

light instead of in darkness. 
John wrote, “If someone says 
he is in the light but hates his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
darkness. If someone loves his 
brother or sister, he is in the 
light.”

John also wrote, “See how 
much the Father loves us! He 

calls us His own children—
and that is what we are! We are 

children of God.”
John said that people who are 

God’s children live differently than 
people who are not God’s children. 

Believers do what is right, and they love one 
another. This was not a new message. Jesus told 

us to love one another too. John wrote that others will know we are 
Christians because we show love to one another.

We know what love is because Jesus showed us. He laid down 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Call for active 
listening: Challenge 
kids to count the 
number of times 
they hear the word 
children in the story.

• Vary your voice: 
Use a slightly 
different voice 
when telling parts in 
quotation marks to 
help kids recognize 
John’s writing.

His life for us. Because of Jesus’ power, we can—and 
should—love like that too. When we have something that 
our brother needs, we should give it to him. If someone has 
enough to help but turns away and does nothing, does that 
person really know God’s love?

John said that we must not just talk about loving 
others. We must love them by our actions and by telling 
them the truth. “Little children,” he said, “let us not just 
say that we love others. Let’s show our love by what we 
do.”

Christ Connection: John wrote a letter to teach believers 
in the church—the children of God—about the importance 
of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words; it is an 
action. Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross 
to rescue people from sin.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3
STORY POINT: Children of God love one another with their actions.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss several ways 
that we show love to other people.
SAY • John was one of Jesus’ disciples and closest friends. 

He had seen how Jesus loved others by serving 
them. John wrote a letter to believers to help them 
understand how to love and serve others the same 
way Jesus loved and served others. John said that 
we must love others through our words and actions. 
Can you think of times when others have shown love 
to you? Did they love you through their words or 
actions?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “I Spy Love” activity page. Kids 
will find and circle the symbols of love.
SAY • Love is very important in our lives. We use lots of 

different symbols to represent love. Why do you 
think a cross represents love so well? Today we will 
talk about God’s love for us.

• “I Spy Love” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Baby animals
Invite the group to gather in the center of the room. You 
will say a variety of animals, and after each one, the kids 
must work together to say the word used to signify a baby 
of the same kind. For example, if you say cow, kids must 
respond calf.  
SAY • We often use different words to designate an animal 

that isn’t fully grown from an animal that is. With 
people, we use words like baby, kid, or child, 
depending on how old you are. Today we will learn 
about why Christians are called children of God. 
What do you think that means?

OPTION 2: Mixed-up emotions
Make two matching sets of emotions cards by writing 
different emotions on index cards. If your kids are not yet 
strong readers, draw faces that depict the emotions. Mix up 
both sets. Kids will take turns drawing a card from each set. 
Kids will say they feel what is on the first card says while 
behaving in a way that matches the second card.
SAY • It would be difficult to believe you really were happy 

if you were stomping around mad. Why is that? Our 
actions are just as important as our words in showing 
others how we really feel. Our Bible story today is all 
about making sure our words match our actions to 
love to one another. Let’s learn more about that.

Transition to teach the story

• index cards
• marker
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader walks onto the stage with a book in his hand as if he 
just found it on the bookshelf in the library.]
LEADER • Great news: I just found the last book I need for 

my study session this morning. I only have two more 
tests and I am finished for the whole year! And more 
great news: I was able to make peace with my friend, 
Micah! He’s like a brother to me, and I didn’t like 
when he was feeling upset with me. But we’re both 
good now. You want to know how I know he is my 
best friend? He came by the library this morning and 
shared his flashcards with me for the next test. That 
was so kind! Sometimes it’s someone’s actions that 
show love even more than their words.

The Bible has a lot to say about love. John wrote 
about how believers are supposed to show each other 
love through their actions. Jesus showed us love 
through His actions when He died on the cross for 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3
STORY POINT: Children of God love one another with their actions.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.
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our sin. If Jesus can love through His actions, we can 
love others through our actions, too! 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • The New Testament is filled with commands 
to love our neighbors. Jesus taught that we should 
even love our enemies, but that kind of love can be 
difficult. It helps to focus on our future hope: eternal 
life with Christ. What will happen for all Christian 
in the future? One day all Christians will see Jesus 
in His glory and live with Him forever.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Paul was able to encourage believers to stand 

strong in their faith because he did that every day 
in his own life. Paul was willing to do hard things 
to share the gospel. Paul met with people again 
and again to share the gospel. Paul trusted God to 
rescue him even in the middle of a shipwreck. He 
trusted God to keep His promise to rescue him from 
the storm. Last week, Paul encouraged Philemon 
to treat Onesimus as a brother in Christ. In today’s 
Bible story, John encourages believers to show love 
to one another with more than just our words. Our 
story is called “Children of God.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 John 2–3. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Children of God.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Children of God” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • John wrote the book of 1 John as a letter to 
believers. John was an apostle of Jesus and one of 
Jesus’ closest friends. John knew first-hand how 
much Jesus loved His followers. Fifty years after Jesus 
ascended into heaven, John wrote this letter to help 
believers know how much Jesus loved them. Jesus 
loved us so much that He gave His life for us. Jesus 
took our punishment for sins by dying on the cross 
in our place. When we confess our sins and believe 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection, we become children 
of God. 

As children of God, we all have a command to 
obey: to love one another. This is how people in 
the world know that we are followers of Jesus. John 
urged believers to love one another the same way 
Jesus loved us. Jesus didn’t just say He loved us, He 
demonstrated His love with His actions. Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we can love each other 
well. We should love one another so much that we’re 
willing to help with any need, even lay down our 
own lives for someone else. Are you willing to do 
that? This is the kind of genuine love we should show 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. We can love and 
serve others because of how Jesus loved us first. 

Love is more than a feeling. Love isn’t something 
we have to earn from someone else. Love is a choice 
to put another person’s needs in front of your own. 
Love is choosing to stand by someone even when 
they mess up. Jesus showed us the perfect example of 
love. He gave His life so we might live. That’s how 
we are to love one another. That’s how the world will 
know that we belong to Jesus. 
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We don’t love others to earn Jesus’ love. We love 
and serve others as a way to show our love for Jesus 
and our thankfulness for what He did for us.

Christ connection
LEADER • John wrote a letter to teach believers in the 

church—the children of God—about the importance 
of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words; 
it is an action. Jesus showed God’s love for us when 
He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 35, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about what it means that God is our 
Father. Guide them to discuss what would be different if 
God were our only our King and not also our Father. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Send Relief is a ministry that helps 
people around the world during times of disaster. 
Christians sent money to Puerto Rico after 
Hurricane Maria. It’s a great way for Christians to 
show Jesus’ love to people.

Show the “Send Relief Photos.” Ask volunteers to read the 
captions aloud. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 1:6. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • This key passage tells us that God will absolutely 

keep us as His children until the day Jesus returns. 
When God calls us to salvation and we respond, we 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 35, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Send Relief Photos” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am Sure of This 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

129Finishing Strong

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   129005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   129 12/1/20   9:56 AM12/1/20   9:56 AM



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

become children of God. God begins a good work 
in our hearts. God promises to complete that good 
work when we reach heaven.  

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • It’s only because of Jesus’ love for us that we can 
love one another. Let’s sing to Jesus as a way to thank 
Him for His death and resurrection!

Sing together “All Hail The Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for adopting us as Your children. 

Help us to love one another the way Jesus loved us. 
Help our love to be more than just feelings or words. 
Help us to show people our love through our actions. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Hail the Power” 
song

130 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 35 • Session 4

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   130005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   130 12/1/20   9:56 AM12/1/20   9:56 AM



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 2–3
STORY POINT: Children of God love one another with their actions.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, use white crayon to write each word 
of the key passage on a separate sheet of white paper. For 
larger groups, make multiple sets so each kid has at least one 
word. Help the kids use washable watercolor paints to cover 
the sheets and cause the words to appear where the paint 
won’t absorb into the paper. Ten work together to arrange 
the sheets in order.
SAY • It takes time for God to complete the good work He 

started in our hearts. But He is faithful and will make 
us like Jesus. Each day the Holy Spirit transforms 
us a little bit. Once we respond to God’s gift of 
salvation, we become children of God. He will keep 
us and work on our hearts until we reach heaven.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 1 John 3. 
Ask the kids if they know how many books in the Bible 
John wrote. (five—the Gospel of John; 1, 2, 3 John; and 
Revelation) Challenge the kids to count how many times the 
word love is used in 1 John 3. (Answer may vary depending 
on translation; nine in CSB.)

• Key Passage Poster
• white paper
•  white crayon
• watercolor paint
• cups of water
• paintbrushes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What do we become when we believe in Jesus? 

(children of God, 1 John 3:1-2)
2. What command did John give to children of God? 

(to love one another, 1 John 3:11)
3. How do we love one another? (in deed and in truth, 

1 John 3:18)
4. What does godly love look like? Guide kids to look 

at Jesus as the perfect example of love. Jesus served 
His disciples, taught them, and laid down His life for 
sinners. We can love one another by serving one another, 
helping one another study the Bible, and protecting one 
another from harm.

5. How can we love one another well? Help the kids 
understand that, on our own, we do not have the power 
to love in Godly ways. Remind the kids that the Holy 
Spirit lives in believers to give us the power to love God 
and love one another.

6. When is it hard to show godly love to others? Guide 
kids to think through situations they have faced in 
which they didn’t want to show love to someone. Help 
them understand that we must love even those who treat 
us badly. Be sure to remind kids that loving someone 
doesn’t mean letting them hurt you. If any kids disclose 
abuse or neglect, report it to law enforcement and your 
ministry leaders according to the laws where you live.

SAY • Children of God love one another with their 
actions. Love is more than just how we feel about 
others. Love is an action to show others that we are 
children of God. It is by our love for others that the 
world will know we follow Jesus. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Rice race
Put an equal amount of rice in two large bowls. Set 

the bowls at one side of the room. Put two small bags on a 
table at the other side of the room.

Form two groups and explain that teams will race 
to move the rice from the bowl to the bag. Explain that 
volunteers serving in disaster relief often make bags of food 
to distribute to people in need. Give each kid a small cup 
and direct them to make two lines.

Instruct each team to form a line and complete a relay: 
Players will start at the bowl and take turns filling a cup 
with rice, carrying it to the bag, emptying the rice, and then 
returning to the back of the line. The first team to transfer 
all their rice into the bag wins.
SAY • This was a fun activity, but missionaries and 

volunteers sometimes work long, hard days to 
minister to others, especially in times of disaster 
relief. Filling bags of rice outside in the sun all day 
long is hard work! We should always be ready to 
show Jesus’ love to others.

OPTION 2: Love one another
Provide kids with construction paper, scissors, and markers. 
Invite the kids to create coupons to give to their family 
members or friends. On each coupon, kids will write or 
draw a picture showing what they will do to show their love 
to the person they give the coupon to, such as completing a 
chore, giving a hug, or loaning a toy. Encourage the kids to 
be creative and help them plan a time to give the coupons 
to their loved ones this week.
SAY • Children of God love one another with their 

• paper bags or ziplock 
plastic bags, 2 

• large bowls, 2
• large bag of rice
• small cups

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• construction paper
• scissors
• markers
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actions. There are so many ways we can show love 
to our family and friends. We show love to others 
because Jesus showed love to us. Jesus died on the 
cross to rescue us from sin. His love was more than 
just His feelings and words—it was an action. As 
children of God, we can show love to others through 
our words and our actions. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 140

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 142

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE148

Unit 35 • Session 5

Unit 35 • Session 5

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Jude

STORY POINT:  
Jude urged believers to stand up  

for what is true.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Philippians 1:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What will happen for all Christians in 
the future? One day all Christians will 

see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Defending  
the Faith
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5

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
Jude, along with James, was a younger half-brother of Jesus. And like 
James, it wasn’t until Jesus rose from the dead that Jude believed Jesus 
was the Son of God. Sometime between AD 65 and AD 80, Jude wrote 
a short letter to warn believers about false teachers. False teachers had 
secretly made their way into the church, and Jude urged his readers not 
to abandon their beliefs but to “contend for the faith” (Jude 3). 

Jude warned the early Christians that some people would try to divide 
them by sinning and by teaching things that weren’t true. Jude wanted 
them to not only defend the true teachings but also to actively share the 
gospel. He told his friends to show mercy to those who doubt, to lead 
others to Jesus, and to hate sin.

There are still false teachers today, and some of them still try to sneak 
into the church itself. God loves us, and He warns us through Scripture 
to be on guard. We can study His Word to know what is true, and we 
can rely on the Holy Spirit for wisdom and discernment.

Such a strong warning about false teachers might be reason for panic 
among believers, but Jude ended his letter reminding them of God’s 
promise. Ultimately, Jesus is the One who protects His people from 
sin. Throughout history, God has been working out His plan to bring 
a people to Himself. God will keep us, and He calls us to not only 
remember His truth but to encourage other believers to defend the faith.

Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand before God with great joy. In 
the words of Jude, “to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority before all time, now and 
forever. Amen” (Jude 25).
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Defending the Faith
Jude

Jude was one of Jesus’ younger half-brothers. After Jesus rose from 
the dead, Jude believed that Jesus is the Son of God. Jude wanted other 
believers to share this good news about Jesus and to stand up for 

what is true about Him. Jude wrote a letter to his friends.
“Dear friends, I was looking forward to 

writing to you about the salvation we 
have in Jesus, but I believe there is 

something more important to say. I 
urge you to stand up boldly for 

what is true—for the faith that 
God has given to His people.”

Jude explained that some 
people among them made 
ungodly choices. They used 
God’s grace as an excuse to 
sin. They denied Jesus, our 
only Master and Lord.

Jude reminded them that 
people would make fun of 

believers and the truth. These 
people would grumble and 

complain. They would live however 
they wanted, lying to get what they 

want and sinning against God. These 
people do not have the Holy Spirit. They are 

unbelievers who bring division to the church.
But believers build themselves up in the faith to stand for what is 

right. They let the Holy Spirit guide them as they pray. “Remember 
God’s truth,” Jude wrote. “He loves you. Jesus will come and give 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Play the part: 
Dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
story as if you are 
Jude.

• Move around: Move 
between the left, 
right, and center of 
the room between 
paragraphs rather 
than standing in one 
place for the entire 
story.

The BIBLE Story
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Defending the Faith
Jude

Jude was one of Jesus’ younger half-brothers. After Jesus rose from 
the dead, Jude believed that Jesus is the Son of God. Jude wanted other 
believers to share this good news about Jesus and to stand up for 

what is true about Him. Jude wrote a letter to his friends.
“Dear friends, I was looking forward to 

writing to you about the salvation we 
have in Jesus, but I believe there is 

something more important to say. I 
urge you to stand up boldly for 

what is true—for the faith that 
God has given to His people.”

Jude explained that some 
people among them made 
ungodly choices. They used 
God’s grace as an excuse to 
sin. They denied Jesus, our 
only Master and Lord.

Jude reminded them that 
people would make fun of 

believers and the truth. These 
people would grumble and 

complain. They would live however 
they wanted, lying to get what they 

want and sinning against God. These 
people do not have the Holy Spirit. They are 

unbelievers who bring division to the church.
But believers build themselves up in the faith to stand for what is 

right. They let the Holy Spirit guide them as they pray. “Remember 
God’s truth,” Jude wrote. “He loves you. Jesus will come and give 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Play the part: 
Dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
story as if you are 
Jude.

• Move around: Move 
between the left, 
right, and center of 
the room between 
paragraphs rather 
than standing in one 
place for the entire 
story.

you eternal life.”
Jude told the believers to show mercy to those who 

doubt, to lead others to Jesus, and to hate sin.
“Now praise God!” Jude wrote. “He is able to keep you 

from sin. God is our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All glory, majesty, power, and authority belong to Him. 
Amen.”

Christ Connection: Jude warned the early Christians 
that some people would try to divide them by sinning and by 
teaching things that weren’t true. Jesus is the way, the truth, 
and the life—the One who protects His people from sin. 
Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand before God with joy.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Defending the Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jude
STORY POINT: Jude urged believers to stand up for what is true.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to tell about a time 
they were corrected.
SAY • Jude was Jesus’ half brother. Jude corrected the 

early Christians. He told them they were wrong for 
believing and following false teachers. When you 
were corrected, did you listen and fix the problem? 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Key Word Search” activity 
page.
SAY • All of these words come from our Bible story today. 

Jude wrote a letter to the early Christians warning 
them about false teachers and sin. Jude urged them 
to follow Jesus and remember His truth. Jesus is the 
way, the truth, and the life. Only Jesus can protect us 
from sin. What are some other truths about Jesus?

• “Key Word Search” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Group division
Explain that you will divide the class onto opposite sides 
of the room based on a characteristic that only you know. 
Invite the kids to try and figure out the differences or 
similarities that the groups of kids share to define the 
characteristic used to divide them. Play several rounds as 
time allows. (Examples of characteristics: wearing red; name 
begins with J; has siblings; in the same grade; has brown 
hair.)
SAY • You all were divided into separate groups based on 

specific characteristics. In today’s Bible story, we will 
learn that Jude wrote a letter to the early Christians 
because some people were trying to divide the early 
church with sin and false teaching.

OPTION 2: Defenders
Use traffic cones to mark the edges of two goals on either 
side of the room. Form two teams of kids and assign each 
team to defend one side of the room. Place a few table 
tennis balls or paper wads in the center of the room. 
Challenge each team to try to roll the balls into the 
opposing team’s goal.
SAY • The more people who were defending the goal, the 

harder it was to roll the balls through. Today we will 
learn about a time Jude wrote a letter to encourage 
believers to defend the truth of the gospel against 
false teachers who wanted to spread lies. 

Transition to teach the story

• traffic cones, 4
• table tennis balls or 

paper wads
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters, pacing back and forth on the stage.]
LEADER • OK, guys. This is it. My very last test, and it is 

going to be a doozy! This is not a regular test with 
paper and a pencil and written questions. This test 
is verbal. That means I have to stand up in front of 
my professor and answer questions just by speaking. 
There’s no big pink eraser that can save me today. I 
can’t go back and fix something before I turn it in. 
Whatever comes out of my mouth is going to be 
graded. I don’t know if I can do this! I’m praying that 
God would help me to speak what I know is true 
from the things I’ve studied this year. But I am sure 
nervous. My friend’s brother took this class and said 
it’s really tough. The professor really grills you to see 
what you know about the subject.

Actually, that reminds me of a story from the 
Bible. Jesus had a half-brother named Jude. Jude 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Defending the Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jude
STORY POINT: Jude urged believers to stand up for what is true.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.
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wrote a letter to believers where he encouraged 
them to defend their faith. In a way, they were being 
tested, but not by those who wanted them to learn 
the truth. They had false teachers trying to spread 
lies about the gospel. Jude told them to stand up for 
what is true.  

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Who remembers the big picture question and 
answer? [Allow responses.] Good job! What will 
happen for all Christians in the future? One day 
all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live 
with Him forever. Every person who has believed 
the truth of Jesus’ death and resurrection to remove 
their sin will experience perfect eternal life with God.  
When we know that, it fills us with hope and helps 
us live the way God wants us to live. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Paul was a good example of that kind of life. 

Paul was willing to do the hard things to share the 
gospel. Even in the middle of imprisonments and 
shipwrecks, Paul trusted God to rescue him. Paul 
knew that all believers are part of God’s family, so 
Paul encouraged Philemon to treat Onesimus as a 
brother in Christ. John went more into detail about 
the family of God, teaching that the children of God 
love one another with their actions. Today we’re 
going to read a letter from Jude about defending our 
faith.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Jude. Use the Bible storytelling tips on 
the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show the 
Bible story video “Defending the Faith.”
LEADER • Jude was a half-brother of Jesus. He didn’t 

believe Jesus was the Son of God until after Jesus 
rose from the dead. Can you believe that? Jude grew 
up with Jesus, but didn’t really believe that He was 
the Messiah until His resurrection. About 35 years 
after Jesus ascended to heaven, Jude wrote a letter 
to believers. In his letter, Jude warned believers 
about false teachers. Jude was worried that believers 
would not stand up for their faith and would end up 
believing things that were not true.

We still have false teachers in the world today. 
Sometimes false teachers may try to get us to trust 
our own way, instead of God’s way. Sometimes false 
teachers may try to add something to the gospel, 
like saying we must work hard to earn or keep our 
salvation. Other times, false teachers may try to take 
away from the gospel, like saying that Jesus wasn’t 
really God or that you don’t have to trust in Jesus 
to be saved. False teachers even promise things that 
Jesus did not promise, like money and comfort. Jude 
said we must pay attention to the things that are 
being preached to us.

Whenever we hear someone preaching or teaching 
about God, we can know they are telling the truth 
if their words agree with the Bible. We must study 
God’s Word so we know what it says. False teachers 
preach messages that disagree with the Bible. The 
Holy Spirit gives us wisdom so we can understand 

• Bibles
• “Defending the Faith” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

144 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 35 • Session 5

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   144005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   144 12/1/20   9:56 AM12/1/20   9:56 AM



the Bible and see false teaching for what it is. 
Jude urged believers to stand up for what is true. 

Jude wrote that we are to lead others to Jesus and to 
hate sin. Ultimately, God will protect us and keep 
us safe. God will continue working out His plan of 
salvation for people. We should remember His truth, 
defend our faith, and keep sharing the gospel.

Christ connection
LEADER • Jude warned the early Christians that some 

people would try to divide them by sinning and by 
teaching things that weren’t true. Jesus is the way, the 
truth, and the life—the One who protects His people 
from sin. Because of Jesus, we will be able to stand 
before God with joy.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 35, Session 5” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they would respond if 
someone asked them a question about Jesus they did not 
know the answer to. Guide them to discuss who can help 
them learn more about God, Jesus, and the Bible. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Jude urged believers to stand up for 
what is true. Let’s watch how missionary Jorge 
Santiago was obedient to start a church in Puerto 
Rico and how God used him to stand up for what is 
true. By preaching the gospel, Jorge was able to lead 
people to Jesus.

Play the “Changed Lives” missions video. Then close in 
prayer, praising God for what He is doing in Puerto Rico.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 35, Session 5” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Changed Lives” 
missions video
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 1:6. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • One day, Jesus Christ will return to make all 

things new. Until then, God will keep us and keep 
working in our hearts. God started the good work of 
salvation in our hearts and He will finish it when we 
get to be in heaven with Him forever.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Only because of Jesus and His power to save can 
we stand before God with joy. Let’s sing the truth of 
the gospel together!

Sing together “All Hail The Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for giving us Your Word to help 

us know what is true. Help us to defend our faith 
and only believe things that are true. Help us have 
wisdom and discernment against evil in this world. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am Sure of This 

(Philippians 1:6)” 
song

• “All Hail the Power” 
song

146 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 35 • Session 5

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   146005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   146 12/1/20   9:56 AM12/1/20   9:56 AM



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Defending the Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jude
STORY POINT: Jude urged believers to stand up for what is true.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen for all Christians in the future? 

One day all Christians will see Jesus in His glory and live with Him 
forever.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Allow volunteers to say the passage from memory. Then, 
play a game like “Red light, Green light.” When you say 
“green light,” allow kids to read the key passage from the 
key passage poster. When you say “red light,” kids must 
turn around and say the passage from memory. Play for a 
few minutes or until kids have said the key passage from 
memory several times. 
SAY • Jude wrote to the believers to remind them that Jesus 

is the way, the truth, and the life. Because of Jesus, 
we will stand before God with joy. Philippians 1:6 
tells us that God will keep us until that day we stand 
before God. We will be able to stand before God 
with joy because of the way God will complete the 
good work in our hearts. God will keep the good 
work in our hearts and complete it on the day Jesus 
returns. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Jude. 
Remind the kids that Jude is one chapter. It is part of the 
General Letters division of the New Testament.

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Jude say false teachers would do? (create 

divisions, Jude 19)
2. What did Jude tell believers to do? (build themselves 

up in faith, pray in the Holy Spirit, keep themselves in 
God’s love; Jude 20-21)

3. Who is able to keep us from sin? (Jesus, Jude 24-25)
4. How can we recognize false teaching? Remind the kids 

that we must know the truth so we can compare it to the 
teachings of people. We learn the truth by reading our 
Bible daily and hiding God’s Word in our hearts. We 
can ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and discernment, 
trusting that He will help us understand the Bible.

5. How can we defend the faith when we hear 
false teaching? Guide the kids to think through 
appropriate ways to react to false teachings. Point them 
to Jude 22-23. Explain that we are not called to be 
arrogant or cruel when we encounter false teaching, 
but we should seek to correct those who are wrong in a 
loving way. Those who refuse to be corrected, we should 
pray for and choose not to listen to them any more.

6. Why does God want us to defend the faith? Guide 
kids to understand that God loves every person. The 
Bible teaches that no one can be saved apart from Jesus. 
God wants everyone to have a relationship with Him. If 
we ignore false teachings, we are choosing to allow some 
people to walk further and further from God, many 
times leading others to do the same thing. We can show 
love by standing up for the truth.

SAY • Jude urged believers to stand up for what is true. 
We can defend our faith because we know that Jesus 
is the way, the truth, and the life.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Many people, one truth
Invite kids to take a sample from each bread type 

or have the napkins with the bread already prepared for 
each kid.

Explain that bread is common all over the world, but 
they can be very different from one another. One country 
might serve bread that is flat, but another might serve light 
and fluffy bread. Ask kids to describe how different the 
breads look, feel, and taste.

For each piece of bread, ask kids to name one thing that 
they know is true from the Bible.
SAY • Missionaries around the world live in different 

cultures, eat different foods, and speak different 
languages. But they all know the one truth of Jesus 
that we read about in the Bible. We can stand up for 
what is true, too!

OPTION 2: Real or fake?
Provide each kid with a sheet of paper and a pencil. Help 
the kids list their five basic senses (sight, touch, smell, 
hearing, taste). Read the following situations, challenging 
the kids to explain which senses they would use and how 
they would use them to tell a real object from a fake one.

• There are two red apples on the counter top, but one 
is made of plastic. 

• There are two identical pictures; one is a painting 
and the other is a poster of the painting.

• There are two dining tables, but only one is made of 
real wood.

SAY • Sometimes it’s difficult to tell what is real and what is 
fake. In each of those situations, the more evidence 

• Allergy Alert
• napkins
• small pieces of 

different breads 
(brown, rye, white, 
flatbread)

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• pencils
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we could gather with our senses, the easier it would 
be to point out the real item. In a way, that’s true 
for false teachings also. Sometimes it may be hard 
to catch a teaching about God that is false. That’s 
why we must understand as much of the Bible as we 
can. Sometimes false teachers may use a small part 
of a verse or Bible story to teach something false; if 
we don’t understand any other parts of the Bible, we 
may not be able to see the lie. 

Jude wrote that some people would try to divide 
Christians by teaching things that weren’t true. Jude 
urged believers to stand up for what is true. We 
must use the whole Bible to help us remember the 
truth and defend our faith. Only Jesus is the way, the 
truth, and the life.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Key Passage: 
Revelation 11:15

Big Picture Question: 
What is the hope of the church? The church looks forward 
to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Session 1:
John’s Vision of Jesus
Revelation 1
Story Point: 
Jesus appeared to John in a vision.

Session 2: 
Letters to the Seven Churches
Revelation 2–3
Story Point: 
Jesus told churches to not give up.

Session 3:
Before the Throne
Revelation 4–5
Story Point: 
All people and creatures will worship Jesus.

Unit 36: Come, Lord Jesus

Session 1:
John’s Vision of Jesus
Revelation 1
Story Point: Jesus appeared to 
John in a vision.

Session 2: 
Letters to the Seven Churches
Revelation 2–3
Story Point: Jesus told churches to 
not give up.

Session 3:
Before the Throne
Revelation 4–5
Story Point: All people and 
creatures will worship Jesus.

Session 4:
Jesus Will Return
Revelation 19–22
Story Point: Jesus will return, 
destroy evil, and make all things 
new.

Unit Description:
John, who was one of Jesus’ disciples, shared more of God’s plan to send Jesus 
again. When Jesus returns, He will undo everything that was ruined by sin 
and He will make everything new and right forever.

Key Passage: 
Revelation 11:15

Big Picture Question: 
What is the hope of the church? The 
church looks forward to Jesus’ return when 
He will make all things new.
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Session 4:
Jesus Will Return
Revelation 19–22
Story Point: 
Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.

Session 5:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Session 6:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Jesus Will Return 
Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make 
all things new.

Before the Throne 
All people and creatures will worship 
Jesus.

Letters to the Seven 
Churches
Jesus told churches to not give up.

John’s Vision of Jesus
Jesus appeared to John in a vision.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 166

Unit 36 • Session 1

Unit 36 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Revelation 1

STORY POINT:  
Jesus appeared to John in a vision.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Revelation 11:15

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the hope of the church? The 
church looks forward to Jesus’ return 
when He will make all things new.

John’s Vision of 
Jesus
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Use Week of:

Unit 36 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
The apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation from the island of Patmos. 
Patmos was a small Greek island where the Roman emperor often exiled 
prisoners. John was likely sent to Patmos as a prisoner, arrested for 
preaching the gospel.

With this session, introduce kids to the Book of Revelation—the last book 
of the Bible. Other Bible books tell us about things that happened in the 
past, but Revelation tells about things that will happen in the future. A 
glimpse of the future kingdom of God gives believers hope and encourages 
them to remain faithful to Christ.

In Revelation 1, Jesus appeared to John in a vision to tell about the end 
of time. John was on the island of Patmos when he heard a voice telling 
him to write what he saw. John turned and, in a vision, saw Jesus: He 
was wearing a long robe with a gold sash wrapped around His chest. His 
head and hair were as white as snow, and His eyes were like a fiery flame. 
Because the Book of Revelation is highly symbolic, avoid dwelling on the 
physical description of Jesus. Jesus’ appearance to John reveals what Jesus 
is like: worthy of all honor, powerful, and victorious. 

John saw Jesus walking among seven lampstands, symbols for seven 
churches. Explain to the boys and girls you teach that lampstands are used 
to bring light into dark places. That is the purpose of the church—to 
bring the light of the gospel into a dark world.

When John saw Jesus, he fell at Jesus’ feet. Jesus reached down and put His 
hand on John. He said, “Don’t be afraid” (Rev. 1:17). Jesus explained that 
He is the First and the Last, the Living One. While Jesus was on earth, 
He defeated sin and death by dying on the cross and coming back to life. 
Now Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor. We can look forward to a future 
with Him forever.
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John’s Vision of Jesus
Revelation 1

Like many believers, the apostle John faced suffering and 
persecution for telling people about Jesus. The Roman emperor 
punished John by sending him to an island called Patmos (PAT 

muhs).
While John was on the island, he had 

a vision. John heard a loud voice like 
a trumpet. The voice said, “Write 

on a scroll what you see. Then 
send the message to the seven 

churches in Asia: Ephesus (EF 
uh suhs), Smyrna (SMUHR 
nuh), Pergamum (PUHR guh 
muhm), Thyatira (THIGH 
uh TIGH ruh), Sardis (SAHR 
diss), Philadelphia (FIL uh 
DEL fih uh), and Laodicea 
(lay AHD ih SEE uh).”

John turned around to see 
whose voice he heard. He saw 

seven golden lampstands, and 
he saw Jesus—the Son of Man. 

Jesus was wearing a long robe with 
a gold sash wrapped around His chest. 

His head and hair were as white as snow, 
and His eyes were like a fiery flame. Jesus’ 

feet were like strong, polished bronze, and His voice 
sounded like a roaring waterfall. Jesus had seven stars in His right hand, 
and a sharp, double-edged sword came from His mouth. Jesus’ face was 
shining like the sun!

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Display 
seven lamps or 
lampstands around 
the room. Explain 
that these seven 
churches were 
meant to shine as a 
light in darkness.

• Show a map: As 
you tell the story, 
point out the 
locations of the 
seven churches on 
a map and mark 
them with an arrow 
or pin. 

The BIBLE Story
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John’s Vision of Jesus
Revelation 1

Like many believers, the apostle John faced suffering and 
persecution for telling people about Jesus. The Roman emperor 
punished John by sending him to an island called Patmos (PAT 

muhs).
While John was on the island, he had 

a vision. John heard a loud voice like 
a trumpet. The voice said, “Write 

on a scroll what you see. Then 
send the message to the seven 

churches in Asia: Ephesus (EF 
uh suhs), Smyrna (SMUHR 
nuh), Pergamum (PUHR guh 
muhm), Thyatira (THIGH 
uh TIGH ruh), Sardis (SAHR 
diss), Philadelphia (FIL uh 
DEL fih uh), and Laodicea 
(lay AHD ih SEE uh).”

John turned around to see 
whose voice he heard. He saw 

seven golden lampstands, and 
he saw Jesus—the Son of Man. 

Jesus was wearing a long robe with 
a gold sash wrapped around His chest. 

His head and hair were as white as snow, 
and His eyes were like a fiery flame. Jesus’ 

feet were like strong, polished bronze, and His voice 
sounded like a roaring waterfall. Jesus had seven stars in His right hand, 
and a sharp, double-edged sword came from His mouth. Jesus’ face was 
shining like the sun!

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Display 
seven lamps or 
lampstands around 
the room. Explain 
that these seven 
churches were 
meant to shine as a 
light in darkness.

• Show a map: As 
you tell the story, 
point out the 
locations of the 
seven churches on 
a map and mark 
them with an arrow 
or pin. 

When John saw Jesus, he fell at Jesus’ feet. Jesus put 
His hand on John and commanded him, “Do not be 
afraid! I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I 
was dead, but look—I am alive forever and ever.”

Jesus explained that the seven lampstands were the 
seven churches. He told John to write about everything 
he had seen.

Christ Connection: Jesus showed Himself to John and 
explained that He is the First and the Last, the Living One. 
While Jesus was on earth, He defeated sin and death by dying 
on the cross and coming back to life. Now Jesus is lifted up in 
glory and honor forever and ever.

157Come, Lord Jesus
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: John’s Vision of Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 1
STORY POINT: Jesus appeared to John in a vision.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss movies that 
they have watched multiple times.
SAY • Have you ever seen a movie and felt scared or nervous 

about how it would end? The next time you watch 
it, you might be less nervous since you know how it 
ends. Today we will begin learning about how God 
told John about the end of time. We know how 
God’s story will end, so we don’t need to feel nervous 
along the way.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Alpha and Omega” activity 
page. Kids will look at the picture and draw and label the 
opposite in the space beside the picture. 
SAY • Good job drawing those opposites. One of Jesus’ 

names contains a pair of opposites: In Revelation, 
Jesus calls Himself “The First and the Last.” Today 
we will talk some about what that means.

• “Alpha and Omega” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: See and write
Before the session, gather 8–10 random items and place 
them on a tray. Cover the tray with a towel or blanket. 
Provide each kid with a piece of paper and pencil. Uncover 
the tray and instruct the kids to look at the items for one 
minute. After one minute, cover the tray again. Instruct the 
kids to list all the items they saw on the tray.
SAY • Was it difficult to look at the items and write exactly 

what was there? Jesus gave a vision to John and told 
him to write exactly what he saw. Thankfully, the 
Holy Spirit inspired John, so he could perfectly write 
down exactly what he saw. That’s how John wrote 
the Book of Revelation. What kinds of things do you 
think John saw and wrote down?

OPTION 2: Scrolls
Provide kids with paper towel tubes (or dowels), paper, glue 
or tape, and markers. Invite the kids to draw a picture of 
Jesus or write “Jesus” on their paper. Instruct the kids to 
glue the top and bottom of the paper each to a paper towel 
tube. Roll each paper towel tube toward the middle of the 
paper to make a scroll. 
SAY • What is a scroll? What is it’s purpose? [Allow kids 

to respond.] Before books as we know them were 
commonly used, people wrote on scrolls. Jesus 
gave a vision to John and instructed him to write 
down everything he saw in the vision. John wrote 
everything down on a scroll. Who do you think read 
the scroll John wrote?

Transition to teach the story

• random items, (such 
as figurines, desk 
toys, paper weights, 
or knick knacks), 
8-10

• tray
• blanket or towel
• paper 
• pencils

• paper towel tubes or 
dowels, 2 per kid

•  paper
• glue or tape
•  markers
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the stage 
with fake plants to make it look like you are outdoors. 
Provide a backpack, flashlight, notebook, pen, and phone or 
GPS tracking device for the leader to use. You may display 
the theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a backpack and holding a phone or 
small GPS unit.]
LEADER • Oh, hey guys! Are you coming with me? I can’t 

wait! I’m headed on the adventure of a lifetime. 
Are you ready for this? I am going … can you 
guess? Do you know? Treasure hunting! OK, well 
it’s not really treasure hunting; it’s called geocaching. 
It’s when people create a cache, or small hidden 
collection of items, for others to track down with 
GPS coordinates. Sometimes the cache has a logbook 
for you to sign your mark, but sometimes—and this 
is what I’m hoping to find—there’re toys, whistles, 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire
• backpack
• phone or small GPS 

unit

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: John’s Vision of Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 1
STORY POINT: Jesus appeared to John in a vision.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

160 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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or other small treasures inside the cache. It’s not like 
gold or diamonds or anything like that. But it’s still 
going to be so fun to hunt down “treasure.”

Since I’m following my GPS coordinates, I thought 
I’d bring a notebook to write down the directions 
as I go so I don’t get lost. I’m going to have to pay 
attention to write down exactly where I am and what 
I see so finding my way home won’t be difficult. This 
kind of reminds me of the Book of Revelation. John 
saw some incredible things in a vision from Jesus 
about what will happen at the end of time, and what 
heaven will be like. Jesus told John to write down 
everything he saw so he could share the information 
with other believers. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into these last sessions about the end of 
the Bible, a new big picture question will help guide 
our learning. What is the hope of the church? Think 
about that question while you hear the story, and I’ll 
give you the answer soon. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • In our last unit, we learned about the ways Paul 

finished his life strong, never stopping in the mission 
to spread the gospel. We also talked about how God 
wants us to love one another: with our actions not 
just our words. Living on mission and loving others 
are possible when we trust God and focus on the 
hope we have for the future—Jesus’ return to earth. 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Revelation 1. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “John’s Vision of Jesus.”
LEADER •Jesus appeared to John in a vision and 

instructed John to write down everything he saw. 
This is how John wrote the Book of Revelation. 
Many parts of the Bible tell us about things that 
happened in the past. The Book of Revelation also 
tells us what will happen in the future at the end 
of this age. Knowing how our part in God’s story 
will end gives believers hope. John’s vision was filled 
with symbolism; symbols are like pictures that carry 
deeper meaning. 

For example, when Jesus said He is the First and 
the Last, it didn’t mean Jesus was the first and last 
person in a line. Jesus was helping us understand that 
He is God the Son, eternal with no beginning and 
no end. He reaches all the way back to before the 
beginning and all the way forward forever and ever.

John saw seven lampstands that represented the 
seven churches. Jesus likely used lampstands in the 
vision because lamps bring light into darkness. That 
is the church’s job. The church takes the light of the 
gospel to the dark world. We each can play a part in 
the mission of sharing the light with the dark world.

John fell at Jesus’ feet. Jesus told John not to be 
afraid. It might have been scary to see Jesus full of 
fire, sounding like a waterfall, and having a sword 
coming out of His mouth. But Jesus loved John. 
Jesus appeared to tell John about the hope we have in 
a future with Jesus forever. 

• Bibles
• “John’s Vision of 

Jesus” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER •Jesus showed Himself to John and explained that 

He is the First and the Last, the Living One. While 
Jesus was on earth, He defeated sin and death by 
dying on the cross and coming back to life. Now 
Jesus is lifted up in glory and honor forever and ever.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 36, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how we know John’s vision 
came from God. Guide them to discuss why we trust the 
Bible.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Missionaries around the world are 
teaching the hope of Jesus from the Bible—from 
the creation of the world in Genesis to John’s vision 
about the end of time in Revelation. Let’s meet a 
missionary family who is bringing hope to the people 
of Uganda, a country in Africa.

Play the missions video. Close in prayer for the Singerman 
family.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Revelation 11:15. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Our key passage tells us that Jesus will return and 

reign over the world. Jesus will reign over the new 
heavens and the new earth forever and ever. We can 
look forward to Jesus’ return with hope and certainty!

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 36, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Meet the 
Singermans” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Kingdom 

of Our Lord 
(Revelation 11:15)” 
song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • As we wait for Jesus to return to make all things 
new, we can worship Him. He is worthy of all honor, 
power, and victory.

Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for sharing the vision of Your 

future kingdom of heaven with John. Thank You 
for the Book of Revelation that reveals Your honor, 
power, and victory. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Things New” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.

165Come, Lord Jesus
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: John’s Vision of Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 1
STORY POINT: Jesus appeared to John in a vision.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write each word of the key passage on 
the back of each puzzle piece. Be sure to put the puzzle 
together first, so you write the words in the correct order. 
Instruct the kids to mix up the puzzle and put it back 
together. Encourage them to recite the key passage aloud 
together. To make a competition, use two puzzles and let 
two teams work against each other to put the key passage 
puzzle together first.
SAY • This key passage helps us look forward to the future 

of heaven with hope and anticipation. As believers, 
we can wait for Jesus to return so that we can live 
with Him forever and ever.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Revelation 1. 
Explain that Revelation is the last book in the Bible. 
Remind the kids that the chapter number is the large bold 
number and the verse numbers are smaller. Invite kids to 
take turns reading one verse at a time until your whole 
group has read through all or part of Revelation 1 aloud 
together.

• Key Passage Poster
• puzzle pieces
• markers

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What happened to John while he was exiled to 

the island of Patmos? (John had a vision from Jesus, 
Rev. 1:1)

2. What did John see seven of in his vision? (seven 
golden lampstands for the seven churches, Rev. 1:11-12)

3. What did John do when he saw Jesus? (John fell at 
Jesus’ feet, Rev. 1:17)

4. How is a church like a lampstand? Help the kids 
remember that Jesus described the church as light. 
Explain that, just as a lamp brings light to a dark room, 
the church brings the gospel to a sinful world. The Bible 
often uses darkness to help us imagine sin. Sin prevents 
us from seeing clearly or choosing the correct path. The 
church is one of God’s tools to help us see the gospel and 
make wise choices.

5. Why is it important that Jesus is the First and the 
Last? Explain that Jesus is eternal. His title “the First 
and the Last” helps us understand that Jesus has always 
existed—before anything else—and will exist forever 
into the future. He is God the Son, and He is worthy of 
all praise and honor.

6. Why do you think Jesus appeared to John and told 
him to write down his vision? Jesus’ vision to John 
would give the church hope for a future with Jesus 
forever. By communicating about all the things to come, 
even the scary or difficult times the church would face, 
Jesus gave us the ability to look forward to His return. 
Even when things may feel hopeless, we still have hope, 
because we know how this age will end.

SAY • Jesus appeared to John in a vision. This vision helps 
give the church hope for a future with Jesus. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Refugees in Uganda
Display the “Refugees in Uganda Photos” and ask 

for volunteers to read the captions.
SAY • Missionaries in Uganda, like the Singermans, help 

provide healing and hope to refugees. Refugees are 
people who had to leave their countries because of 
war, violence, or natural disasters. The Singermans 
help to provide things like food and clean water, 
medical supplies, tents, and Bibles.

Show kids a jar and invite your group to raise money over 
the next few weeks to assist people or organizations that 
help refugees. Collect money for a fund in your church that 
helps people in need, or consider giving to Send Relief—a 
ministry that supports disaster relief work around the world. 
Put a dollar or some change in the jar to get it started. 
Encourage kids to bring an offering each week.

OPTION 2: Illustrate what you hear
Provide each kid with a piece of paper and pencil. Read 
Revelation 1 to the class. Invite the kids to illustrate what 
they hear from the Scripture passage. Provide the kids with 
watercolor paints to paint their illustrations. When all the 
kids have finished their illustrations, allow each kid to share 
with the class. 
SAY • You listened to the Scripture and illustrated what 

you heard. John saw a vision and wrote what he saw. 
Jesus revealed Himself to John. Jesus told John that 
He was the First and the Last, the Living One. He is 
worthy of glory and honor. One day Jesus will return 
and we will live with Him forever.

• “Refugees in Uganda 
Photos” printable

• large jar

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

Option: Learn more 
about Send Relief 
at their website, 
www.sendrelief.org.

• paper
• pencil
•  watercolor paints
• paintbrushes
• cups of water
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Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 174

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 176

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 182

Unit 36 • Session 2

Unit 36 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Revelation 2–3

STORY POINT:  
Jesus told churches to not give up.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Revelation 11:15

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the hope of the church? The 
church looks forward to Jesus’ return 
when He will make all things new.

Letters to the 
Seven Churches
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Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
The Book of Revelation opens with John’s description of a vision. In the 
vision, Jesus gave John messages for seven local churches. Jesus told John 
to write these messages on a scroll and send them to the churches.

In most cases, Jesus commended the church for their good work, warned 
them about the areas in which they needed correction, and urged them 
to return to Him. Among other things, He warned the churches not to 
forget their love of the Lord. He encouraged them not to be afraid of 
being tested. He urged those who were surrounded by evil to not deny 
their faith. Each time, Jesus promised to reward those who remain faithful 
to Him.

The church is made up of people who have trusted in Jesus, who are 
committed to one another, and who meet together to worship Jesus and 
share the gospel. Jesus loves the church as His bride. (See Eph. 5:25-27; 
Rev. 19:7-9.) Jesus’ message called the churches to turn away from their 
sin and remain faithful to Him. The Lord is slow to anger (Ex. 34-6-7) 
and patient, wanting everyone to repent (2 Pet. 3:9).

Jesus warned specific churches in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), but 
the problems they faced can still be found in churches today. Help kids 
understand some of the problems the early churches faced: They did not 
love like they should, they believed false teaching and did wrong things, 
and they were lukewarm—useless to the cause of Christ. 

We can pray for our churches to be faithful, effective instruments in 
spreading the gospel. We should love the church because Jesus loves the 
church. Through the church, Jesus helps believers work together to do 
God’s plan. Finally, Jesus warned believers to stay alert because He will 
come like a thief when no one is expecting Him. Believers—then and 
now—must always be ready!
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Letters to the Seven Churches
Revelation 2–3

The apostle John was on the island of Patmos (PAT muhs) when 
he had a vision of Jesus. Jesus told John to write down a message for 
seven churches. So that is what John did.

“To the church in Ephesus: You do not love well like 
you did when you first believed. Turn back 

and love like you used to.
“To the church in Smyrna: You 
are poor and are suffering, but 

really you are rich! You may face 
prison or death, but do not be 
afraid.

“To the church in 
Pergamum: You are faithful 
to Me, and you tell others 
about Me even when it is 
hard. But not everyone in 
the church is doing the right 
thing. Some people are living 

like those who do not believe. 
Turn away from your sin and 

turn back to Me!
“To the church in Thyatira: I 

know about your love, faithfulness, 
and service. You do not give up. But there 

is a wicked woman who teaches things that are 
not true, and some of you believe her. I will punish 

her and those who follow her teaching. Many of you do not follow her. 
Keep believing the truth until I come.

“To the church in Sardis: People think you are alive, but you are 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Use props: As you 
tell the story, place 
letters in envelopes 
addressed to each 
church.

• Show objects: 
Choose objects to 
represent Jesus’ 
message to each of 
the churches. For 
example, use a paper 
heart to represent 
Jesus’ message to the 
church at Ephesus to 
love like when they 
first believed. 

The BIBLE Story
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Letters to the Seven Churches
Revelation 2–3

The apostle John was on the island of Patmos (PAT muhs) when 
he had a vision of Jesus. Jesus told John to write down a message for 
seven churches. So that is what John did.

“To the church in Ephesus: You do not love well like 
you did when you first believed. Turn back 

and love like you used to.
“To the church in Smyrna: You 
are poor and are suffering, but 

really you are rich! You may face 
prison or death, but do not be 
afraid.

“To the church in 
Pergamum: You are faithful 
to Me, and you tell others 
about Me even when it is 
hard. But not everyone in 
the church is doing the right 
thing. Some people are living 

like those who do not believe. 
Turn away from your sin and 

turn back to Me!
“To the church in Thyatira: I 

know about your love, faithfulness, 
and service. You do not give up. But there 

is a wicked woman who teaches things that are 
not true, and some of you believe her. I will punish 

her and those who follow her teaching. Many of you do not follow her. 
Keep believing the truth until I come.

“To the church in Sardis: People think you are alive, but you are 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Use props: As you 
tell the story, place 
letters in envelopes 
addressed to each 
church.

• Show objects: 
Choose objects to 
represent Jesus’ 
message to each of 
the churches. For 
example, use a paper 
heart to represent 
Jesus’ message to the 
church at Ephesus to 
love like when they 
first believed. 

actually dead. You used to have a strong faith, but now 
you are weak. Wake up! Be ready for My return. Turn from 
your sin and remember the gospel.

“To the church in Philadelphia: You have little power, 
but you listen to Me and obey My word. I am coming 
soon. Be ready and keep believing.

“To the church in Laodicea: You are lukewarm—not 
hot or cold, so you are not good for anything. I will spit 
you out of My mouth! You think you are rich, but you are 
actually poor, blind, and naked.” Jesus told them to come 
to Him, and He would make them rich. He would make 
them see and would put clothes on them.

Jesus said, “See! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to him and eat with him, and he with Me.” Jesus will 
reward every faithful and obedient believer. John wrote, 
“Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit 
says to the churches.”

Christ Connection: Jesus loves the church. His message to 
seven local churches called them to turn away from their sin 
and remain faithful to Him. We can learn from those churches. 
Through the church, Jesus helps believers work together to do 
God’s plan.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Letters to the Seven Churches
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 2–3
STORY POINT: Jesus told churches to not give up.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about what they 
would do if they were on the outside of a locked house.
SAY • If you were locked out of a house, you could look 

for a window to crawl through or maybe try to pick 
the lock. But the easiest way would be to knock and 
see if whoever is inside will let you in. Today we will 
hear about a time Jesus told a church He was outside, 
knocking to get in. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Church Crossroads” activity 
page. Kids will use the letters and the word bank as clues to 
complete the crossword.
SAY • Some of those church names may have sounded 

familiar based on our studies of Paul’s missionary 
journeys. Today we will learn about special messages 
Jesus had for those churches. Many received 
warnings, some received some praise, and all were 
encouraged to obey Jesus.

• “Church Crossroads” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Heads up, seven up
Choose seven kids to stand at the front of the room. The 
rest of the kids will put their heads down and stick their 
thumbs up. The seven kids with each touch another kid’s 
thumb. Once touched, the kid will put her thumb down. 
The seven will go back to the front of the room and say, 
“heads up, seven up!” The kids whose thumbs were touched 
will stand up and get one chance to guess who touched 
their thumb. If they guess correctly, they change places and 
become one of the seven in front. Play again as time allows.
SAY • That was a fun game! Seven is an important number 

in Scripture. God uses the number seven to show 
perfection and completeness. In today’s story, Jesus 
instructed John to write a message to churches. Can 
you guess how many churches? 

OPTION 2: Loving the Church
Choose a way that your class can serve the church: clean the 
room or another area, sing to a preschool class, make cards 
to pass out in a senior adult class, and so forth. Discuss with 
the kids why we serve and love our church. Explain that 
Jesus loves and serves the church, so if we love Jesus, we will 
love who He loves. 
SAY • Jesus loves the church. He died on the cross in our 

place and for our punishment. He rose from the dead 
so we could live with Him forever. Because Jesus 
loved and served the church first, we can love and 
serve the church. What are some other ways you can 
serve the church?

Transition to teach the story

Tip: For smaller 
groups, select only 
two or three kids to 
stand at the front 
of the room.

• cleaning supplies 
(optional)

• paper and markers 
(optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Place a small box with a folded paper inside on the stage 
under a plant or behind a large rock. Leader enters wearing 
the backpack and holding a phone or GPS device. Leader 
walks through the crowd looking down and all around on the 
ground.]
LEADER • Excuse me. Oh, excuse me. Sorry. Excuse me 

[leader walks through crowd.] I am looking for the 
cache. My GPS says I’m getting closer. Do you see 
it? Do you see the cache anywhere? Where do you 
think it would be hidden? Do you see any trees or 
rocks around here that might be a good place to hide 
the cache I’m hunting? Oh, look! Here are some 
trees up here. [Leader looks around a plant on the 
stage.] Hmm, not here. Maybe over there (pointing to 
another prop on stage where the cache is located). Here 
it is! Here it is! I found my first cache! Let’s look 
inside. [Leader opens the box and unfolds the piece of 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• backpack
• phone or GPS device
• plant or large rock
• small box
• paper

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Letters to the Seven Churches
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 2–3
STORY POINT: Jesus told churches to not give up.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.
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paper.] Interesting. This isn’t the actual treasure, but 
it’s a message with another clue. It reads, you worked 
so hard to find your way; to find the treasure do not stay. 
You must keep looking, stay the course, find the place 
you’d feed a horse. Huh, I wonder what that means. I 
definitely won’t find the treasure here. You know, I 
think this trail leads to a barnyard where some horses 
live. 

Well, I haven’t found the treasure yet, but the 
message says that if I keep following this path, I’ll 
find it. In Revelation, Jesus gave messages to seven 
churches. Jesus told the seven churches to remain 
faithful to Him until He returns. The churches had 
to stay their course, just like me!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s see if anyone remembers our big picture 
question from last week. [Allow responses.] That’s 
right! What is the hope of the church? The church 
looks forward to Jesus’ return when He will make 
all things new. All of the people who believe in Jesus 
await the day when Jesus will return and make all 
things new.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Last week we read that Jesus appeared to John 

in a vision. Jesus instructed John to write down 
everything his vision. Jesus is the First and the Last, 
the Living One. This week we’ll be learning what 
Jesus wanted the seven churches to know. 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Revelation 2–3. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Letters to the Seven 
Churches.”
LEADER • Some of Jesus’ messages to the churches were 

fairly straightforward. Jesus told the church at 
Ephesus to love Him as they used to, which isn’t too 
hard to understand. Over time, we all may drift away 
from loving Jesus as our top priority. But some of the 
messages were kind of confusing.

Why might Jesus tell the church in Sardis they 
were dead? Do you think Jesus meant all the believers 
in Sardis were actually dead? [Allow responses.] No, of 
course not. Remember that James said faith without 
works is dead. So it’s possible Jesus was telling the 
church in Sardis to put their faith into action—to 
live in a way that shows they love Jesus.

And what would it mean to be lukewarm? Think 
about water temperatures. Cold water is refreshing, 
soothing, and good to drink. Hot water is good for 
cleaning or cooking. Jesus was likely trying to help 
the church in Laodicea see that they had become 
useless because they had turned away from Him. 
In fact, Jesus told that church that He was on the 
outside, knocking to get in! In a way, they had tried 
to lock Jesus out of His own house. Jesus is the head 
of the church, and they were leaving Him out of 
their gatherings. 

Thankfully, none of the warnings were without 
instruction and encouragement. Jesus wasn’t telling 
the churches that it was too late for them, but that 

• Bibles
• “Letters to the Seven 

Churches” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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they needed to love and obey Him before it was too 
late. Jesus told churches to not give up.

Christ connection
LEADER •Jesus loves the church. His message to seven local 

churches called them to turn away from their sin and 
remain faithful to Him. We can learn from those 
churches. Through the church, Jesus helps believers 
work together to do God’s plan.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 36, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they can help the church. 
Guide them to discuss the ways God has given them unique 
talents and interests that could bless the church. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the Singerman family photo and invite a 
volunteer to read about the Singermans.

Ask kids what they experienced when the COVID-19 
virus caused many families all over the world to stay home. 
Did they like staying home? Did they miss school, church, 
and their friends?
LEADER • The Singermans stood strong in their faith, even 

when they had to leave Uganda and travel back to 
the US. Things were different for them during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, too, but they trusted God to 
take care of them.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Revelation 11:15. Then sing the key passage song.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 36, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “About the 
Singermans” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Kingdom 

of Our Lord 
(Revelation 11:15)” 
song
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LEADER • This key passage comes from the Book of 
Revelation. The Book of Revelation reveals to us the 
future kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. Jesus 
will return and reign forever and ever. We need to 
remain faithful to Him until He returns to make all 
things new.  

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus calls us to repent, or turn away from our 
sin, and remain faithful to Him. Let us worship Him 
and declare truths about His glory and honor today.

Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, help us to repent of our sinful ways. Help 

us to love the church just as You love the church. 
Help us to remain faithful to You as we wait for Your 
return. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Things New” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Letters to the Seven Churches
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 2–3
STORY POINT: Jesus told churches to not give up.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write each word or key phrases of the 
key passage on sticky notes. Make two or three sets of sticky 
notes. Stick the sticky notes to individual blocks (building 
blocks, large interlocking bricks, or magnet tiles). Divide 
the kids into two or three groups. Provide each group with 
a set of blocks with attached sticky notes. Instruct the 
groups to put the blocks in order and recite the key passage. 
Challenge the groups to build a church with the blocks.
SAY •  Revelation 11:15 shows us what will happen in the 

future. We can remain faithful to Jesus knowing that 
one day He will reign over heaven and earth and we 
will be with Him forever and ever.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
Revelation 2–3. Remind them that Revelation is the last 
book of the Bible. Instruct kids to read Revelation 2–3 
to find the locations of each church Jesus told John to 
write to: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Consider finding each out on 
the New Testament Mediterranean Map. (D6–7)

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes
•  pen
• blocks

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What was Jesus’ message for the church in Smyrna? 

(“You may be poor and suffering, but really you are 
rich! Do not be afraid when you face prison or death”; 
Rev. 2:8-10)

2. What was Jesus’ message for the church in 
Pergamum? (“Some of you are living like those who do 
not believe. Turn away from your sin and turn back to 
Me!” Rev. 2:12-16)

3. What was Jesus’ message for the church in Laodicea? 
(“You are lukewarm—not hot or cold. I will spit you 
out of my mouth!” Rev. 3:14-18)

4. Who is the church? The global church is all people 
throughout history who have trusted in Jesus. The local 
church is a group of believers who live near one another; 
are committed to one another; and who gather regularly 
to worship Jesus, serve others, and share the gospel.

5. Why did Jesus send messages to the churches? Help 
kids see that Jesus wasn’t telling the church it was too 
late, He was reminding them that it wasn’t too late. 
They still had time to love and obey Him. He was 
encouraging them to live for Him.

6. How can we be faithful to remain in Him until His 
return? Discuss different ways we can build up our faith 
to remain in Christ. Explain that we can, and should, 
read the Bible, obey the commands of Scripture, pray, 
gather with our local church, and so forth.

SAY • Jesus told the churches not to give up. Jesus loves 
the church and He gave His life so that we could 
become the church. He wants the church to remain 
faithful to Him. Jesus helps the church work together 
to do God’s plan.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Singermans in Uganda
Ask for a volunteer to find Uganda in Africa on a 

map or globe. Ask another to find the state of Indiana in 
the United States. Explain that when the Singermans could 
not return to Uganda because of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
they flew to Indiana.
SAY • God provided safe flights, health, a house, and a car 

for the Singermans when they came back to the US. 
No matter where they are, they pray for their friends 
in Uganda. We can join them in prayer.

Ask for volunteers to say a short prayer aloud for the 
following requests:

1. For more Christians in Uganda to tell others about 
Jesus

2. For refugees to be able to safely return to their home 
countries

3. For missionaries, like the Singermans, to have 
the support they need to continue to serve others 
wherever they are

OPTION 2: Notes of encouragement
Discuss the role of the church leaders and pastors at your 
church. Make a list of ways the church leaders and pastors 
help believers in your church to remain faithful to Jesus and 
wait for His return. 

Provide kids with construction paper, markers, and 
stickers. Instruct them to write notes of encouragement 
to church leaders and pastors thanking them for their 
instruction, leadership, and teaching. Allow kids to decorate 
their notes. Deliver the notes after class or let kids deliver 
their own notes. 

•  “About the 
Singermans” 
printable

• world map

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• construction paper
• markers
•  stickers
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SAY • Jesus encouraged the churches when they were doing 
good work. He warned and corrected them about 
things they were doing wrong. Jesus urged the 
churches to repent, turn to Him, and remain faithful. 
The church is made up of believers who have trusted 
in Jesus. Leaders and pastors help the church remain 
faithful to Jesus and share the gospel. We should 
encourage our leaders and pastors in their work and 
thank them for helping us follow Jesus while we wait 
for His return.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 190

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE192

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 198

Unit 36 • Session 3

Unit 36 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Revelation 4–5

STORY POINT:  
All people and creatures will worship 

Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Revelation 11:15

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the hope of the church? The 
church looks forward to Jesus’ return 
when He will make all things new.

Before the Throne
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3

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
John was on the island of Patmos when he had a vision. Jesus appeared 
to John and showed him what will happen before the end of time. John 
wrote about what he saw in the Book of Revelation. John saw a vision of 
the future. John saw a throne in heaven and the Lord was on the throne.

John saw a scroll in the Lord’s right hand. A mighty angel asked, “Who is 
worthy to open the scroll?” But no one in heaven was worthy. No one on 
earth was worthy. No one under the earth was worthy either. 

John began to cry loudly because no one was worthy! Then John saw 
Jesus, the resurrected Lamb. The elders threw their crowns at His feet. 
They worshiped Him and sang a new song. John heard every creature, 
everywhere, worshiping the Lamb together.

Revelation 4:11 says, “Our Lord and God, you are worthy to receive glory 
and honor and power, because you have created all things, and by your 
will they exist and were created.”

John’s vision gives us a glimpse of our future and also reminds us of a present 
reality: The Lord is on His throne. After His death and resurrection, Jesus 
ascended to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. (Heb. 10:12)

Jesus, the Lamb of God, is worthy of our praise. All the creatures in John’s 
vision worshiped Jesus. As you teach kids, hold up Jesus as our treasure 
who is worthy of all honor. Worship Him together in song.

Jesus was killed on the cross so that we could have forgiveness and eternal 
life. Jesus deserves all praise, honor, and blessing. We look forward to the 
day we will join with all the saints in worshiping Jesus forever.
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005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   187005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   187 12/1/20   9:57 AM12/1/20   9:57 AM



head1 (Bible 
Story is char.style 
“head1a”

head 2
head 3

body_indent

Before the Throne
Revelation 4–5

John was on the island of Patmos when he had a vision. Jesus 
appeared to John and showed him what will happen before the end 
of time. John wrote about what he saw in the Book of Revelation.

John saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on 
it. The One seated looked like fiery red stones. 

A rainbow like an emerald surrounded 
the throne. He saw 24 thrones 

around it, and 24 elders sat on 
the thrones. Each elder wore a 

gold crown.
John saw four living 

creatures around the throne. 
“The first creature was like a 
lion; the second creature was 
like an ox; the third creature 
had a face like a man; and 
the fourth creature was like a 
flying eagle. Each creature had 

six wings. All day and night 
they said: 

“Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God, the Almighty,

who was, who is, and who is 
coming.”

John saw the creatures give glory, honor, 
and thanks to the One on the throne. The elders 

fell down and worshiped. They said to God:
“You are worthy to receive
glory and honor and power,

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Set the tone: Play 
worship music in the 
background. Remind 
kids that everyone 
will worship Jesus 
around His throne.

• Use a prop: Make 
a scroll and seal it. 
Convey excitement in 
your voice as you tell 
the story of the Lamb 
who is worthy to open 
the scroll.

The BIBLE Story
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Before the Throne
Revelation 4–5

John was on the island of Patmos when he had a vision. Jesus 
appeared to John and showed him what will happen before the end 
of time. John wrote about what he saw in the Book of Revelation.

John saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on 
it. The One seated looked like fiery red stones. 

A rainbow like an emerald surrounded 
the throne. He saw 24 thrones 

around it, and 24 elders sat on 
the thrones. Each elder wore a 

gold crown.
John saw four living 

creatures around the throne. 
“The first creature was like a 
lion; the second creature was 
like an ox; the third creature 
had a face like a man; and 
the fourth creature was like a 
flying eagle. Each creature had 

six wings. All day and night 
they said: 

“Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God, the Almighty,

who was, who is, and who is 
coming.”

John saw the creatures give glory, honor, 
and thanks to the One on the throne. The elders 

fell down and worshiped. They said to God:
“You are worthy to receive
glory and honor and power,

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Set the tone: Play 
worship music in the 
background. Remind 
kids that everyone 
will worship Jesus 
around His throne.

• Use a prop: Make 
a scroll and seal it. 
Convey excitement in 
your voice as you tell 
the story of the Lamb 
who is worthy to open 
the scroll.

because You have created all things.”
Then John saw a scroll in the right hand of the One 

seated on the throne. A mighty angel asked, “Who is 
worthy to open the scroll?”

No one in heaven was worthy. No one on earth was 
worthy. No one under the earth was worthy either. John 
began to cry loudly because no one was worthy! At last, one 
of the elders said, “Look! The Lion of Judah may open 
the scroll. He is worthy!”

Then John saw someone near the throne. He was 
standing like a slaughtered lamb. He took the scroll, and 
the elders and living creatures fell down before Jesus, 
the Lamb. The elders threw their crowns at His feet. They 
worshiped Him and sang a new song.

John heard thousands and thousands of angels 
around the throne. They said in a loud voice:

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered
to receive power and riches
and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and blessing!”
John heard every creature everywhere—in heaven, on 

earth, under the earth, and on the sea—worshiping the 
Lamb together.

Christ Connection: John cried when he saw that no one 
was worthy to open the scroll. Then John saw the resurrected 
Lamb—God’s Son, Jesus. Jesus was killed on the cross so that 
we could have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus is worthy. He 
deserves all praise, honor, and blessing.

189Come, Lord Jesus
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anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Before the Throne
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 4–5
STORY POINT: All people and creatures will worship Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time when 
they weren’t able to do something, but someone else was.
SAY • There are times when we can’t complete a task by 

ourselves. We may not be strong enough to complete 
the task or we may not know enough to complete 
the task. It’s important for us to ask for help when 
we can’t do something on our own. Who did you ask 
to help you when you weren’t able to do something 
yourself?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Fit For a King” activity page. 
Kids will draw the people and items one might find in a 
throne room.
SAY • What is a throne room? [Allow kids to respond.] The 

throne room is where a king would sit on his throne 
to hear the requests of his people and decide how 
best to help them. Today we will hear about God’s 
throne room. Who do you think was there?

• “Fit for a King” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Worship Jesus
Choose a worship song to play for the kids. Provide each 
kid with a paper and crayons. Invite the kids to listen to 
the song and draw what they feel or hear. Invite the kids to 
share their pictures with the class when the song is finished 
playing.
SAY • Listening and singing worship songs gives us a chance 

to praise and worship Jesus. When we listen to and 
sing truths about Jesus, that praises Him and what 
He has done for us. In today’s Bible story, we will 
learn that one day all creatures will worship Jesus. 
How do you think all creatures will worship Jesus?

OPTION 2: Meet the requirement
Show a box with candy or other small prizes in it, but tell 
the kids that only one person is allowed to open the box. 
Invent a requirement that only one kid meets, and invite 
that kid to open the box and share the candy or prizes with 
the rest of the kids.
SAY • Only one person met the requirement to open the 

box. How would you have felt if no one was allowed 
to open the box? In today’s Bible story, we will learn 
about the One who is able to open a special scroll. 
This scroll had to be opened as a part of God’s plan 
to destroy evil and restore the world. Who do you 
think is worthy to open the scroll?

Transition to teach the story

• music
• paper
• crayons

• Allergy Alert
• box 
• candy or other small 

prizes
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a backpack, holding a flashlight and a 
phone or GPS unit. Place on the stage under a plant or rock a 
box with a small toy or piece of costume jewelry inside.]
LEADER • I’ve been staying true to the course today, but I 

cannot find the next cache that holds the treasure. 
I’ve been looking everywhere around here. But I’m 
not giving up until I find it! I won’t stop. [Walk 
around stage looking all around before walking to the 
location of the cache to find it.] I found it! Oh my 
goodness! I can’t believe it! I actually found it! I can’t 
wait to see what treasure is inside. [Struggle to open 
the cache box.] Ugh. I can’t get this open. [Continue 
struggling to open the box.] I just can’t get this to 
open. Is there anyone who could help me open this? 
[Allow a volunteer to come open the box.] Oh, perfect! 
Thank you for helping me. I’m so glad you were 
able to open the cache. Ahh, look at this treasure. 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• backpack
• flashlight
• phone or GPS unit
• box with small toy 

or piece of costume 
jewelry inside

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Before the Throne
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 4–5
STORY POINT: All people and creatures will worship Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

192 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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It’s amazing! My struggle to open the box makes me 
think of our next Bible story.

In his vision, John saw a special scroll that had 
to be opened as a part of God’s plans for the end of 
sin and Jesus’ return. However, there was a bit of 
bad news: it seemed no one was worthy to open the 
scroll! Let’s find out what happened.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into this week’s story, we should 
remember our big picture question and answer. 
What is the hope of the church? The church looks 
forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all 
things new. Regardless of how difficult, scary, or 
uncertain our lives may feel, we can trust that God’s 
plans for the future are perfect and inevitable—
that’s a big word that means they are definitely, 100 
percent, absolutely going to happen someday. That 
truth is why believers have hope no matter what. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • A few weeks ago, we learned that Jesus appeared 

to John in a vision. Jesus told John to write down all 
that he saw in the vision. Last week we learned that 
Jesus had a message for seven churches. Jesus told 
the churches not to give up. Jesus encouraged the 
churches to turn away from sin and remain faithful 
to Him. In today’s Bible story, we will learn how 
Jesus is the only One who is worthy of all praise, 
honor, and blessing. 

• Giant Timeline

193Come, Lord Jesus
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Revelation 4–5. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Before the Throne.”
LEADER • John wrote down what he saw in his vision, and 

those writings became what we call the Book of 
Revelation. The Book of Revelation is filled with 
symbols that mean something more than what they 
literally show. A great example is when John saw the 
Lamb who had been killed standing near the throne. 
We understand that this passage is talking about 
Jesus, not an actual baby sheep.

When John saw that no one was worthy to open 
the scroll, he cried. God’s plan wouldn’t continue 
until the scroll was open. John knew that God’s plan 
is perfect, and wanted to see it go on. 

When John saw Jesus, it was clear that He was the 
only one worthy to open the scroll. Jesus is perfect 
and lovely. He is holy and powerful. He is worthy 
of every bit of praise and worship every creature 
will ever offer and more. Some people now refuse to 
give Jesus the worship He deserves, but someday all 
people and creatures will worship Jesus just as He 
deserves.

John’s vision helps us have hope for the future. 
The Lord is already on His throne. Jesus is at the 
right hand of God. One day, Jesus will return to 
make all things new. Every person and creature from 
everywhere will worship Jesus together. Only Jesus 
is worthy of all praise, honor, and blessing. We can 
worship Him now and will worship Him forever.

• Bibles
• “Before the Throne” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • John cried when he saw that no one was worthy 

to open the scroll. Then John saw the resurrected 
Lamb—God’s Son, Jesus. Jesus was killed on the 
cross so that we could have forgiveness and eternal 
life. Jesus is worthy. He deserves all praise, honor, 
and blessing.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 36, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about what heaven will be like. Guide 
them to discuss what they think people will do with God 
for eternity. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Ask a volunteer to read aloud Revelation 7:9. 
Explain that this is the vision of missionaries.
LEADER • Because missionaries believe that all people and 

creatures will worship Jesus one day, they work 
hard to make sure that all nations hear the gospel, 
have a chance to believe and be baptized. 

Play the missions video. Then pray and thank God for new 
believers.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Revelation 11:15. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Revelation has many passages that are not 

perfectly clear, but John’s vision shows us what will 
happen in the future. We can be certain that Jesus 
will return. We don’t know exactly when Jesus will 
make everything right, but we can be sure that Jesus 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 36, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “What’s in the 
Water?” missions 
video

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Kingdom 

of Our Lord 
(Revelation 11:15)” 
song
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will reign over all the world for eternity. Because 
only Jesus has lived a perfect life, taken the sin of the 
world to the cross, and risen from the dead, only He 
is worthy to reign forever. All people and creatures 
will worship Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Jesus is the resurrected Lamb. Only Jesus is 
worthy to open the scroll. Let us sing praises to Jesus 
like the elders sang Him a new song.

Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, we praise You. We thank You for sending 

Your Son to save us. We know that He is worthy of 
all praise. Help us to live out His teachings. Help 
every part of our lives to be devoted to worshiping 
Jesus. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Things New” song

196 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 36 • Session 3

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   196005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   196 12/1/20   9:57 AM12/1/20   9:57 AM



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

197Come, Lord Jesus
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with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Before the Throne
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 4–5
STORY POINT: All people and creatures will worship Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write the key passage on the board or a large piece of paper 
together as a group. Recite the key passage together several 
times. Provide each kid with a piece of paper and pencil. 
Encourage them to write the key passage on one side of 
their paper. Invite the kids to turn their paper over and 
draw a picture of what they envision when they read the key 
passage.
SAY • Jesus revealed some of what heaven will look like in 

John’s vision. This key passage gives us excitement 
and hope that when Jesus returns, we will be with 
Him forever and ever on the new earth.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Revelation 5. 
Remind the kids that Revelation is the final book of the 
New Testament, and thus the last book in the whole Bible. 
Ask them who wrote Revelation and which other books 
we know he wrote. (the apostle John; the gospel of John 
and 1–3 John) When all kids have their Bibles open to 
Revelation 5, read aloud each of the songs that were sung to 
Jesus. [See Rev. 5:9-10,12-13.]

• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board or 

large piece of paper
•  marker
•  paper
•  pencil

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)

198 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 36 • Session 3

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   198005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   198 12/1/20   9:57 AM12/1/20   9:57 AM



Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What were the creatures and elders doing? 

(worshiping the One on the Throne, Rev. 4:9-11)
2. Why did John cry? (No one was worthy to open the 

scroll, Rev. 5:3-4)
3. Who was the only One worthy to open the scroll? 

(Jesus, the Lamb; Rev. 5:6-10)
4. Why do you think John cried when no one could 

open the scroll? Help the kids understand that God’s 
plan would not continue until the scroll was opened. 
Guide them to understand that John knew God’s plan 
was perfect, and he wanted to see it continue. John’s 
sadness may have been similar to how we would feel if 
we learned that our favorite story didn’t have an ending. 
Explain that John’s reaction helps us see how we should 
long to see God’s plan happen and sin destroyed.

5. Why did John describe Jesus as being like a 
“slaughtered lamb”? Remind the kids to think all the 
way back to Exodus, when God rescued the Israelites 
from Egypt. Discuss the ways Jesus’ role as our perfect 
sacrifice was a completion of the kinds of sacrifices God 
commanded His people to make in the Old Testament. 
Jesus was killed on the cross and raised to life so that we 
could have forgiveness and eternal life.

6. What is so significant about every creature 
worshiping Jesus together? Explain to your group that 
the Bible teaches God the Son, with God the Father, 
created all things. Jesus deserves all praise, honor, and 
blessing. Because Jesus is God of all creation, He deserves 
praise from all of creation.

SAY • All people and creatures will worship Jesus. Only 
He is worthy to open the scroll.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Worship in Swahili
Remind kids of the Singerman family, who served 

as missionaries to people in Uganda. Ask kids if they know 
the official languages of Uganda. (English, Swahili)

Invite kids to learn some expressions of worship in the 
Swahili language. Write the following phrases on a dry erase 
board or large sheet of paper. Assist with pronunciation.

• Ni wewe wa kuabudiwa / It is you to be worshiped. 
(NEE way-way wah koo-ah-boo-DEE-wah)

• Wa kupewa sifa na utukufu na hesima ni wewe / You 
are the One to be given praise and glory and honor. 
(wah koo-pay-wah SEE-fwah nah ooh-too-KOO-foo 
nah hay-SHE-mah NEE way-way)

• Mwenye nguvu na uwezo ni wewe / You are the One 
who is strong and powerful. 
(MWAY-nay GOO-voo nah ooh-WAY-zah NEE 
way-way)

Consider searching online for a video of a Swahili worship 
song. Preview the video before showing it in class.
SAY • One day, all people and creatures will worship 

Jesus together—people from every tongue, tribe, 
and nation! Jesus will be honored and glorified by 
this beautiful worship.

OPTION 2: Worship Jesus
Discuss worship and why we sing to Jesus. Remind the 
kids that we worship God because of who He is and what 
He has done. Singing is a way to express our love for 
Him. Choose some familiar worship songs to play and 
sing together. Provide instruments for the kids to use to 
worship Jesus. Discuss how different believers from all 

• dry erase board or 
large sheet of paper

• marker

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• music
• musical instruments
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over the world worship Jesus with different languages and 
instruments. Discuss how one day all believers will worship 
Jesus together forever and ever. Remind kids that everything 
we do can be an act of worship when we do it with the 
desire to honor God.
SAY • John saw that Jesus was the only One worthy to 

open the scroll. Jesus deserves all praise, honor, and 
blessing. One day, all creatures will join together to 
worship Jesus forever and ever. Let us worship Jesus 
now together as we wait for His return. While we 
worship Jesus, let us have hope, anticipation, and 
excitement for the day we will join all believers and 
creatures in praise and worship in heaven.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 206

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 208

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 214

Unit 36 • Session 4

Unit 36 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Revelation 19–22

STORY POINT:  
Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make 

all things new.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Revelation 11:15

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the hope of the church? The 
church looks forward to Jesus’ return 
when He will make all things new.

Jesus Will Return
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4

Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
While he was a prisoner on the island of Patmos, the apostle John had an 
amazing vision of heaven. Jesus told John to write down everything he 
saw. John saw things that will happen when Jesus comes back to earth.

In the final chapters of the Book of Revelation, John described a vision of 
the new heaven and the new earth. He wrote about the beauty of the New 
City—the New Jerusalem. The streets will be pure gold, like clear glass. 
The foundations of the city wall will be adorned with precious stones. The 
city will not need the sun or the moon because God’s glory lights up the 
city. There will be no darkness, and nothing evil will ever come into the 
city. There will be no sadness, crying, or pain. Even though there will be 
no sun or moon, there will be no darkness because the glory of God will 
be its light. The Lord will reign forever and ever. What an amazing place 
heaven will be!

Even with John’s descriptions, we can’t imagine exactly what it will be like 
when Jesus returns. Use this session to emphasize what we do know, using 
the unit big picture question and answer: What is the hope of the church? 
The church looks forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things 
new.

The promised return of Christ should fill believers with hope, strengthening 
them to persevere through the trials of this life and remain faithful to the 
Lord. When Christ returns, those who trust in Him will be with Him 
and enjoy Him forever. God will undo every bad thing caused by sin—no 
more death, no more pain, no more tears.

Christ’s return should also give believers a sense of urgency to share the 
gospel with the world. It is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes! (Rom. 1:16) Jesus is coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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Jesus Will Return
Revelation 19–22

John had a vision from God of the end of time. After the Lamb—
Jesus—opened the scroll, God judged the earth to destroy evil. John 
heard a large crowd of people praising God and rejoicing. John 

wrote about what he saw.
John saw a new heaven and a new earth. 

The first heaven and the first earth was 
gone. He also saw the Holy City, 

a new Jerusalem, coming down 
from heaven. He heard a loud 

voice from the throne, saying, 
“Look! God will live with 
His people. They will be His 
people, and He will be their 
God. He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. 
Death will no longer exist. 
Sadness, crying, and pain 
will no longer exist.”

One of the angels carried 
John to a great and high 

mountain. The angel showed 
John the Holy City. It was shining 

with God’s glory. The foundations of 
the city wall had every type of precious 

stone. The city street was made of pure gold, as 
clear as glass.

John did not see a temple in the city because the Lord and the Lamb 
were the city’s temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to 
shine on it. The glory of God gives light to the city, and there is no 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Call for 
participation: 
As you tell the story, 
instruct kids to 
close their eyes and 
imagine what the new 
heaven and new earth 
might be like. 

• Role play: Dress up 
as John or recruit 
a male volunteer to 
dress up as John to 
tell the kids the story 
as if John himself 
were telling the kids 
all that he saw. Be 
sure to convey the 
excitement and joy 
John must have felt 
when he saw the new 
heavens and new 
earth.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Will Return
Revelation 19–22

John had a vision from God of the end of time. After the Lamb—
Jesus—opened the scroll, God judged the earth to destroy evil. John 
heard a large crowd of people praising God and rejoicing. John 

wrote about what he saw.
John saw a new heaven and a new earth. 

The first heaven and the first earth was 
gone. He also saw the Holy City, 

a new Jerusalem, coming down 
from heaven. He heard a loud 

voice from the throne, saying, 
“Look! God will live with 
His people. They will be His 
people, and He will be their 
God. He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. 
Death will no longer exist. 
Sadness, crying, and pain 
will no longer exist.”

One of the angels carried 
John to a great and high 

mountain. The angel showed 
John the Holy City. It was shining 

with God’s glory. The foundations of 
the city wall had every type of precious 

stone. The city street was made of pure gold, as 
clear as glass.

John did not see a temple in the city because the Lord and the Lamb 
were the city’s temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to 
shine on it. The glory of God gives light to the city, and there is no 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Call for 
participation: 
As you tell the story, 
instruct kids to 
close their eyes and 
imagine what the new 
heaven and new earth 
might be like. 

• Role play: Dress up 
as John or recruit 
a male volunteer to 
dress up as John to 
tell the kids the story 
as if John himself 
were telling the kids 
all that he saw. Be 
sure to convey the 
excitement and joy 
John must have felt 
when he saw the new 
heavens and new 
earth.

darkness. The city is safe and clean—nothing unclean is in 
the city and no one will do wrong things in the city. Only 
those whose names are in the Lamb’s book of life will enter 
the city. 

The angel showed John the river of living water. It 
sparkled like crystal and flowed from God’s throne, down 
the middle of the wide city street. The tree of life was on 
both sides of the river, and it produced 12 kinds of fruit.

God’s throne will be in the city. God’s servants will see 
His face, and they will worship Him. The Lord will reign 
forever and ever.

Jesus said, “Listen, I am coming soon! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End.”

Jesus is the One who says that all of these things will 
happen. He is coming soon.

“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!”

Christ Connection: Jesus promised to come back to earth 
soon. When Jesus returns, those who trust in Jesus will be with 
Him and enjoy Him forever. God will undo every bad thing 
caused by sin—no more death, no more pain, no more tears. 
Jesus is making all things new.

205Come, Lord Jesus
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 19–22
STORY POINT: Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss something 
special they are looking forward to, such as a birthday or 
special holiday.
SAY • Sometimes, waiting for something exciting can feel 

extremely difficult. You may find yourself wishing 
the fun event would just arrive immediately. Can you 
think of any ways to pass time so the waiting doesn’t 
feel so difficult?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “All Things New” activity page. 
Kids will match the sad pictures to the happier version of 
each one.
SAY • The Bible teaches that the world was perfectly good 

at creation. Sin and death entered the world when 
Adam and Eve first disobeyed God. But Jesus will 
come back and make all things new. What would 
you like to see Jesus make new?

• “All Things New” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Ready for company
Invite the kids to help make a list of things they or their 
families do to prepare for dinner guests. Write the list on 
the whiteboard or on a large piece of paper. Be prepared 
to offer some examples, such as cleaning their homes, 
vacuuming their carpets, making dinner, setting the table, 
and so forth.
SAY • We do a lot to prepare for dinner guests. Those 

preparations help our guests feel comfortable when 
they arrive. In today’s Bible story, Jesus urged the 
church to be prepared for His return. What are some 
things we can do to be prepared for Jesus to return 
and make all things new?

OPTION 2: Perfect design
Discuss what makes a good amusement park. Form pairs of 
kids. Provide each pair with paper and a pencil. Challenge 
them to design their version of a perfect amusement park. 
Invite them to name their park. When the pairs are finished 
designing, encourage them to share their designs with the 
class.
SAY • Those sound like amazing theme parks! As much fun 

as those designs would be, the Bible tells us about an 
even better place to live: the new earth. When Jesus 
returns, He will fix everything sin has broken and 
make the world perfect again. The Bible calls this the 
new earth. Today, we will learn more about it.

Transition to teach the story

• dry erase board or 
large piece of paper

• marker

• paper
• pencils
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters the stage wearing the backpack, holding a 
notebook with directions to get home and the treasure from the 
previous session’s cache.]
LEADER • That was an incredible adventure! I had so much 

fun treasure hunting. I can’t wait to go geocaching 
again sometime soon. I made sure to make my mark 
on each logbook in the caches and put them right 
back where they are hidden. Now I need to follow 
everything I wrote down on the way here to help me 
get home.  

When I get home, I’m going to keep this treasure 
[hold up the treasure] to enjoy it forever. Maybe I’ll 
put it right on the top of my dresser to keep it safe 
and see it every single day. I’m excited to share about 
my treasure with others and tell others how fun this 
treasure hunt has been. I’ll probably tell everyone I 
know!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• notebook
• treasure from 

previous session’s 
cache

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 19–22
STORY POINT: Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

208 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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You know, I should also be telling everyone I know 
about an even greater treasure I have found—Jesus! 
One day, when Jesus returns, everyone who believes 
in Him will get to live with Him and enjoy Him 
forever and ever. We should work hard to tell others 
about Him so they can trust Him and live with Him 
forever when He returns! Let’s talk more about that 
day.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Can anyone recite our big picture question and 
answer? [Allow responses.] Great job! What is the 
hope of the church? The church looks forward to 
Jesus’ return when He will make all things new. 
Just as you might do some special preparations to get 
ready for a special holiday or birthday party, we can 
do things to prepare for Jesus’ return. We’ll talk more 
about that after I tell you the story.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We’ve been learning about John’s vision of Jesus. 

Jesus appeared to John in a vision and Jesus told 
the churches to not give up. In his vision, John saw 
that Jesus was the only One who was worthy to open 
the scroll. All people and creatures will worship 
Jesus. Jesus promised to come back to earth soon. 
Though we don’t know when, we know that Jesus 
will return, destroy evil, and make all things new. 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Revelation 19–22. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Will Return.”
LEADER • In the last chapters of Revelation, John wrote 

abut the new heavens and the new earth that Jesus 
showed him. John’s words help us imagine the 
incredible beauty and perfection of God’s renewed 
world. John wrote about streets made of pure gold, 
and walls made of gemstones! The city needed no 
sun or moon, because God’s glory shined bright 
enough to light up everything. These descriptions 
may not be pictures of what the world will literally 
look like, but they help capture the idea of a perfect 
city that God will provide to live with His people. 

Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all 
things new. There will be no sadness, crying, or pain. 
No evil or darkness will ever come into the city. The 
Lord will reign forever and ever.

The promise of Jesus’ return gives believers hope in 
this life. Setting our minds on the perfect promises 
we have in the future helps us stay faithful to Jesus 
in the present. What is the hope of the church? The 
church looks forward to Jesus’ return when He will 
make all things new.

God hasn’t left us to wait in a broken world for no 
reason. We have work to do. As we love and obey 
Jesus and teach others to love and obey Him, our 
current world can begin to show hints of the perfect 
world to come. While we wait for Jesus to return we 
share the gospel, love our neighbors, and live in ways 
that glorify God.

• Bibles
• “Jesus Will Return” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus promised to come back to earth soon. 

When Jesus returns, those who trust in Jesus will be 
with Him and enjoy Him forever. God will undo 
every bad thing caused by sin—no more death, no 
more pain, no more tears. Jesus is making all things 
new.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 36, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about when Jesus will return. Guide 
them to discuss whether they feel ready for Jesus to come 
back.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Invite volunteers to hold up the photos of the 
Singerman kids and read the captions.
LEADER • Let’s pray for Rachel, Josiah, and Micah to grow 

in their faith and understand that Jesus will return, 
destroy evil, and make all things new.

Close in prayer for the Singerman kids and for missionary 
kids around the world.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Revelation 11:15. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • The kingdom of the world is full of evil, sin, 

and death. But Revelation 11:15 assures us that this 
kingdom will be made new. Jesus will reign over 
the new kingdom forever and ever. There will be no 
more death, no more pain, and no more tears. This 
promise of a future where everything sad or painful 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 36, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Singerman Kids 
Photos” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Kingdom 

of Our Lord 
(Revelation 11:15)” 
song
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has been destroyed gives us hope in the middle of sad 
or painful circumstances. What is the hope of the 
church? The church looks forward to Jesus’ return 
when He will make all things new.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s sing together this morning to worship the 
One who is worthy of our praise and honor. One day 
we will worship Him forever in His presence. How 
wonderful that day will be!

Sing together “All Things New.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, we wait for Jesus’ return with eager hearts. 

We look forward with anticipation to the new 
Jerusalem. What a day it will be to worship You 
forever and ever with all creatures. Come soon, Lord 
Jesus! Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Things New” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

213Come, Lord Jesus
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 19–22
STORY POINT: Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 11:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the hope of the church? The church looks 

forward to Jesus’ return when He will make all things new.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Instruct the kids to line up, all facing forward. Give the first 
kid in line a ball. The first kid will hold the ball, say the first 
word of the key passage, and pass the ball over his head to 
the second kid in line. The second kid will hold the ball, say 
the second word of the key passage, and pass the ball over 
his head to the third kid in line. Continue until the entire 
key passage has been recited. The ball should keep moving 
from the first of the line to the back of the line and back 
up to the first of the line (like the First and Last). Continue 
playing as time allows. Mix up the kids in different line 
order so they recite different words of the key passage.
SAY • Jesus is the First and the Last. He is the Living One. 

One day, Jesus will return and rule over the entire 
world. He will destroy evil, sin, and death. Jesus will 
make all things new and reign for eternity.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
Revelation 21. Remind the kids that the Book of Revelation 
is at the end of the Bible and this passage is near the end of 
Revelation. 

• Key Passage Poster
• ball

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What will no longer exist in the new earth? (There 

will be no more death, sadness, crying, or pain; 
Rev. 21:4)

2. What will give light to the city? (The glory of God 
gives light to the city, Rev. 21:23)

3. Who did Jesus say He was? (“I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end;” Rev. 22:13)

4. What part of the new Jerusalem would be the most 
exciting for you to see? Be prepared to explain your 
own thoughts on this topic. Encourage the kids to think 
about the amazing things John describes. Remind them 
that we can’t know for sure if John was describing literal 
things, but that his descriptions show the restored world 
will be more wonderful that we can imagine.

5. How does the hope of heaven help believers to 
remain faithful to the Lord? Remind kids that the 
promise of Jesus’ return fills believers with hope. We 
know how things end, so we can be sure that our 
faithfulness will be rewarded. Our confidence in God’s 
promises helps us persevere through the trials of life 
because we will be with God and enjoy Him forever.

6. How should Christ’s return give believers a sense of 
urgency to share the gospel? Explain that Revelation 
helps us understand what will happen when Jesus 
returns, but it doesn’t say when those events will occur. 
We obey Jesus in the meantime so that the most possible 
people have had the opportunity to respond to the gospel.

SAY • Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things 
new. Jesus promised to come back to earth soon, and 
He always keeps His promises. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Kids like you
Display the photos of the Singerman kids in 

different places around the room and review their names. 
Read each statements from the Singerman kids. Invite 

kids to stand next to a kid’s picture if they have that in 
common. (Example: “Josiah is 8 years old.” Kids who are 
also 8 years old should stand next to Josiah’s picture.)

• Micah likes to ride bikes.
• Rachel likes to read books.
• Josiah likes seeing his cousins and his friends.
• Micah likes to make new friends.
• Josiah enjoys skateboarding.
• Rachel misses her friends when she’s not with them.
• Rachel encourages other kids to read their Bibles and 
find favorite Bible verses.

• Micah smiles and tells people “Jesus loves you!”
• Josiah likes to eat mashed potatoes. In Uganda, they 
are called “poncho.”

SAY • Rachel, Josiah, and Micah are each an important part 
of their family and the mission of God. You can be 
on mission, too. What ways can you live for Jesus 
wherever you are?

OPTION 2: Fix it!
Prepare several stations of different broken items and 
repair supplies. Hold up each broken item and discuss 
why it won’t work while it’s broken. Invite kids to select a 
broken item and work to repair it the best they can. When 
kids are finished, allow them to share how they fixed their 
broken items. Discuss whether the items are truly fixed and 
whether or not they will work correctly now.

• “Singerman Kids 
Photos” printable

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• broken items (such as 
broken plastic forks, 
broken pencils, or 
torn papers)

•  repair supplies (such 
as tape or glue)
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SAY • We tried our best to fix these broken items, but 
they’re not fixed perfectly. There are many things in 
our world that are broken because of sin. We can’t fix 
them. Only Jesus can make all things new. He will 
return, destroy evil, and make all things new. There 
will be no more death, no more pain, and no more 
tears. Come, Lord Jesus!

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Volume 1: In the Beginning
Unit 1: God Created Everything
Session 1: God Created the World (Genesis 1)
Session 2: God Created People (Genesis 1–2)
Session 3: Sin Entered the World (Genesis 3)
Session 4: Noah and the Ark (Genesis 6–9)
Session 5: The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)
Session 6: The Suffering of Job (Job)

Unit 2: God Formed a Nation
Session 1: God’s Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12; 15; 17)
Session 2: Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22)
Session 3: Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 24)
Session 4: God’s Promise to Isaac (Genesis 25–26)

Unit 3: The Nation Grew
Session 1: Jacob and Esau (Genesis 27–28)
Session 2: Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 29–31)
Session 3: Jacob’s New Name (Genesis 32–33)

Volume 2: Out of Egypt
Unit 4: God’s People in Egypt
Session 1: Joseph Sent to Egypt (Genesis 37)
Session 2: Joseph Explained Dreams (Genesis 39–41)
Session 3: Joseph Saved His Family (Genesis 42–46; 50)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Isaiah 9; Luke 2)
Session 4: Moses Was Born and Called (Exodus 1–4)
Session 5: The Plagues and the Passover (Exodus 5–12)
Session 6: The Red Sea Crossing (Exodus 13–15)

Unit 5: Toward the Promised Land
Session 1: Bread from Heaven (Exodus 15–17)
Session 2: Jethro Helped Moses (Exodus 18)
Session 3: The Ten Commandments (Exodus 19–20)
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Unit 6: Worship in the Wilderness
Session 1: The Golden Calf (Exodus 32; 34)
Session 2: The Tabernacle Was Built (Exodus 35–40)
Session 3: Rules for Sacrifice (Leviticus)

Volume 3: Into the Promised Land
Unit 7: Wandering in the Wilderness
Session 1: Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 13–14)
Session 2: The Bronze Snake (Numbers 20–21)
Session 3: Balaam and Balak (Numbers 22–24)
Session 4: Moses’ Farewell (Deuteronomy 31–34)

Unit 8: Conquering the Land
Session 1: Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 1–4)
Session 2: The Battle of Jericho (Joshua 2; 6)
Session 3: Taking the Land (Joshua 10–11; 24)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28)

Unit 9: The Cycle of Judges
Session 1: Israel’s Unfaithfulness (Judges 1–3)
Session 2: Deborah and Barak (Judges 4–5)
Session 3: Gideon (Judges 6–8)
Session 4: Samson (Judges 13–16)
Session 5: Ruth and Boaz (Ruth)

Volume 4: The Kingdom Provided
Unit 10: Samuel and King Saul
Session 1: Hannah and Samuel (1 Samuel 1–3)
Session 2: The Ark Was Captured (1 Samuel 4–6)
Session 3: Israel’s First King (1 Samuel 8–15)

Unit 11: Great King David
Session 1: David Was Anointed (1 Samuel 16–17)
Session 2: David Showed Mercy (1 Samuel 24)
Session 3: God’s Covenant with David (2 Samuel 6–7)
Session 4: David’s Kindness (2 Samuel 9)
Session 5: David Sinned and Was Restored (2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51)
Session 6: David’s Psalm (Psalm 23)
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Unit 12: Wise King Solomon
Session 1: Solomon Asked for Wisdom (1 Kings 2–3)
Session 2: Wisdom for God’s People (Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs)
Session 3: Solomon Built the Temple (1 Kings 6–8)
Session 4: The Kingdom Divided (1 Kings 11–12)

Volume 5: A Nation Divided
Unit 13: Elijah and Elisha
Session 1: Elijah and the Widow (1 Kings 17)
Session 2: Elijah at Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18–19)
Session 3: Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2)
Session 4: Elisha and the Army (2 Kings 6)

Unit 14: The Northern Kingdom of Israel
Session 1: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh (Jonah)
Session 2: Hosea, Prophet to Israel (Hosea)
Session 3: Israel Taken Captive (2 Kings 17)

Unit 15: The Southern Kingdom of Judah
Session 1: Isaiah, Prophet to Judah (Isaiah 6; 53)
Session 2: Hezekiah and Josiah (2 Chronicles 29; 34–35)
Session 3: Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah (Jeremiah)
Session 4: Habakkuk the Prophet (Habakkuk)
Session 5: Judah Taken Captive (2 Chronicles 36)
Session 6: Ezekiel Gave Hope (Ezekiel 37)

Volume 6: A People Restored
Unit 16: Hope in Exile
Session 1: The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)
Session 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 4)
Session 3: Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Matthew 1)
Session 4: Daniel’s Dream (Daniel 7)
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Unit 17: Return to the Land
Session 1: Obadiah the Prophet (Obadiah)
Session 2: The Captives Came Home (Ezra 1–3)
Session 3: The Temple Was Rebuilt (Ezra 4–6; Haggai)
Session 4: Zechariah the Prophet (Zechariah)

Unit 18: The People Restored
Session 1: Esther Saved Her People (Esther)
Session 2: The Walls Rebuilt (Nehemiah 1–6)
Session 3: God’s People Repented (Nehemiah 8–13)
Session 4: Malachi the Prophet (Malachi)

Volume 7: Jesus the Messiah
Unit 19: Into the World
Session 1: From Adam to Jesus (Matthew 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Session 2: John Was Born (Luke 1)
Session 3: Jesus Was Born (Luke 2)
Session 4: Jesus Was Dedicated (Luke 2)
Session 5: Jesus as a Child (Matthew 2; Luke 2)

Unit 20: Prepare the Way
Session 1: Jesus’ Baptism (Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28; 1 Corinthians 15)
Session 2: Jesus’ Temptation (Matthew 4; Mark 1; Luke 4)
Session 3: John Pointed to Jesus (Matthew 3; John 1; 3)
Session 4: Jesus Called Disciples (Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6)

Unit 21: Among the People
Session 1: Jesus’ Early Miracles (Mark 1)
Session 2: Jesus Taught in Nazareth (Luke 4)
Session 3: Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3)
Session 4: Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 4)
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Volume 8: Jesus the Servant
Unit 22: Jesus the Healer
Session 1: Jesus Healed Ten Men (Luke 17)
Session 2: Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl (Mark 5)
Session 3: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame (John 5)
Session 4: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind (John 9)

Unit 23: Jesus the Teacher
Session 1: The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7)
Session 2: The Cost of Following Jesus (Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14)
Session 3: Jesus Taught About Prayer (Luke 11; 18)
Session 4: Jesus Taught About Possessions (Luke 12)
Session 5: The Good Shepherd (John 10)

Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker
Session 1: Jesus Calmed a Storm (Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8)
Session 2: Jesus Fed a Crowd (Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6)
Session 3: Jesus Walked on Water (Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Showed His Glory (Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9)

Volume 9: Jesus the Savior
Unit 25: The Kingdom to Come
Session 1: Kingdom Parables (Matthew 13)
Session 2: Three Parables (Luke 15)
Session 3: Jesus’ Hard Teachings (John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11)

Unit 26: To the Cross
Session 1: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)
Session 2: Jesus Was Questioned (Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20)
Session 3: The Last Supper (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 13)
Session 4: Jesus Was Arrested (Matthew 26–27)
Session 5: Jesus’ Crucifixion (Matthew 26–27; John 18–19)
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Unit 27: Out of the Grave
Session 1: Jesus’ Resurrection (Matthew 28; John 20)
Session 2: The Emmaus Disciples (Luke 24)
Session 3: Jesus Appeared to the Disciples (Luke 24; John 20 )
Session 4: Jesus Returned to Heaven (Matthew 28; Acts 1)

Volume 10: The Mission Begins
Unit 28: The Holy Spirit Empowers
Session 1: The Holy Spirit Came (Acts 2)
Session 2: Peter Healed a Man (Acts 3–4)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (John 1)
Session 3: Faithful in Hard Times (1 Peter 1–2)
Session 4: Living Like Jesus (2 Peter 1)

Unit 29: The Early Church
Session 1: Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 4–5)
Session 2: Stephen’s Sermon (Acts 6–7)
Session 3: The Good News (Romans 5–6)
Session 4: Doers of the Word (James 1–2)

Unit 30: The Church Grew
Session 1: Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8)
Session 2: Paul Met Jesus (Acts 8–9)
Session 3: New Life in Jesus (Colossians 2–3)
Session 4: Guarding the Truth (2 Corinthians 11)

Volume 11: The Church United
Unit 31: From Jews to Gentiles
Session 1: Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)
Session 2: Barnabas in Antioch (Acts 11)
Session 3: Jesus Is Better (Hebrews 1–8)
Session 4: The Hall of Faith (Hebrews 11)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28; John 20)

223Come, Lord Jesus

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   223005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   223 12/1/20   9:57 AM12/1/20   9:57 AM



Unit 32: Making Disciples
Session 1: Peter Escaped from Prison (Acts 12)
Session 2: Paul’s First Journey (Acts 13–14)
Session 3: The Church Divided (1 Corinthians 1–6)
Session 4: Letters to Church Leaders (1–2 Timothy; Titus)

Unit 33: A Firm Foundation
Session 1: The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
Session 2: Paul’s Second Journey (Acts 15–18)
Session 3: No Other the Gospel (Galatians 1–3)
Session 4: Paul Gave Hope (1–2 Thessalonians)

Volume 12: All Things New
Unit 34: Fight the Good Fight
Session 1: Paul’s Third Journey (Acts 18–21)
Session 2: Paul Was Arrested (Acts 21–23)
Session 3: Together in Jesus (Ephesians 2–3)
Session 4: Running the Race (Philippians 3)

Unit 35: Finishing Strong
Session 1: Paul Before Rulers (Acts 24–26)
Session 2: Paul’s Shipwreck (Acts 27–28)
Session 3: Brothers in Christ (Philemon)
Session 4: Children of God (1 John 2–3)
Session 5: Defending the Faith (Jude)

Unit 36: Come, Lord Jesus
Session 1: John’s Vision of Jesus (Revelation 1)
Session 2: Letters to the Seven Churches (Revelation 2–3)
Session 3: Before the Throne (Revelation 4–5)
Session 4: Jesus Will Return (Revelation 19–22)

SEE WHAT’S COMING!

JOIN MORE THAN 1.6 MILLION OTHERS AS WE CONTINUE IN OUR 
CHRIST-CENTERED, CHRONOLOGICAL JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE.

GET A FREE PREVIEW AT GOSPELPROJECT.COM/KIDS.GET A FREE PREVIEW AT GOSPELPROJECT.COM/KIDS.

In Fall 2021 a new release of The Gospel Project for Kids will be available.

1. Learn, Love, Live emphasis provides holistic discipleship of the
whole child, what they believe about God, what they feel in
response, and how they live out their faith.

2. New Kids Midweek option teaches kids spiritual disciplines and
helps deepen discipleship.

3. Reimagined Kids Worship focuses on helping kids to develop a
deeper love for God and explore di� erent ways they might respond
to the gospel.

4. New Leader Guide design is easier than ever to follow with clear
SAY portions, added color for digital purchases, and numbered
steps for easy use.

5. New Younger Preschool option provides age-appropriate content
for 3-4 year olds.

6. New Big Picture Card design orients the Bible story picture in
landscape layout so preschoolers and kids can see these helpful
pictures more clearly.

7. New Bible story art provides more realistic, colorful, and accurate
Bible images to keep your learning space inviting.

8. New Big Truth Sessions provide deeper emphasis on the Big Picture
Question and Answer of each unit.

9. New Bible story videos keep kids engaged.

10. New Bible stories and all-new content—up to half of the Bible stories
presented are new to the curriculum!

HERE’S OUR TOP 10 FAVORITE NEW THINGS 
THAT ARE COMING YOUR WAY: 
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DOWNLOAD  the
LIFEWAY KIDS APP

The Gospel Project® for Kids
The Gospel Project® for Kids is a Christ-centered Bible study resource 
that follows a chronological timeline of Bible events—from Genesis to Revelation—
over the course of three years. Each week, these stories come to life through video, 
music, activities, and more as kids connect biblical events to God’s ultimate plan of 
redemption through Christ. It’s the whole Bible like kids have never seen it before! 
Check out these products to supplement The Gospel Project for Kids! 

Classroom Bible - A one-time 
investment! 
The Gospel Project for Kids: Classroom Bible (005803464) 
has been designed to align with The Gospel Project for 
Kids 2018-2021 study plan. Its unique features will help 
point kids to Jesus. The size, cover, and weight make it 
a great fit for any child. At an affordable price point, this 
Bible is great for stocking your ministry’s Bible supply. 
Order yours at LifeWay.com or call Customer Service  
(1-800-458-2772) to find out about bulk discounts.

Great resource for home! 
Access The Gospel Project for Kids: Volume 12: All 
Things New Family app inside the LifeWay Kids 
App, available on the iOS App Store or Google 
Play.
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