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GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US

The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain 
that because God created everything, He is in charge of 
everything. Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell kids that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us 
from God. Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must 
punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we 
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES. Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever 
received?” Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving 
His life, and He gives us His righteousness. God sees us as if we 
lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever!  
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to 
make. Ask: “Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can 
turn from self and sin and turn to Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.
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Teach the Story

Communicate the day’s 
Bible story and discover 

God’s big story.

• Big Picture Question
• Giant Timeline
• Bible Story

• Missions Moment
• Key Passage
• Sing

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 

between segments. 

• Opening Activities
• Activity Page

Introduce the Story

Build relationships 
with kids and 

introduce the day’s 
Bible story through 
engaging activities.

Preparation

Pray for your kids and contact 
families during the week. Gather and 

prepare session materials.

• Pray for your kids
• Send a parent email
• Print/download printables
• Assemble supplies
• Prepare videos

LEADER BIBLE STUDY
Familiarize yourself with the content 

and context of the Bible story and how it 
relates to God’s plan of redemption

Bible Study 
at a Glance

The Church United
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Small Group Option

• Key Passage Activity
• Discussion & Bible Skills
• Closing Activities
• Journal & Prayer

Apply the Story

Reinforce the Bible story for multiple 
learning styles and lead kids to apply 
what they learned as they take part in 

God’s big story.

Suggested times
The times provided allow you to complete the session plan in an hour and fifteen minutes. 
Lengthen or shorten the session as needed.

Missions Moment 
Introduce kids to missions and encourage them to take the gospel to the 
nations with designated missions awareness activities.

Make it fit Customize the session plan to fit the needs
of your church or classroom.

1)  Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and 
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and complete 
one of the activity options together.

2)  Transition to an area in your room designated as the “Teach the Story” area. 
Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit 
your space, resources, and schedule.

3)  Move to another area of your room for “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the story 
point and Christ connection. Help kids apply what they have learned. Dismiss 
kids according to your kids ministry policies and procedures.

Small Group and 
Large Group Option

1)  Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and 
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and then 
complete one activity option together.

2)  Use the countdown video or other transition to move to the large group 
room. Join the other small groups for “Teach the Story.” Watch the Bible 
story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit your space, 
resources, and time constraints.

3)  Return to small group rooms to “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the Bible story’s 
story point and Christ connection. Dismiss kids according to your kids 
ministry policies and procedures.

The Church United
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Key Passage: 
1 Chronicles 16:31

Big Picture Question: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Session 1:
Peter and Cornelius
Acts 10
Story Point: 
The gospel is for all people.

Session 2: 
Barnabas in Antioch
Acts 11
Story Point: 
Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers. 

Session 3:
Jesus Is Better
Hebrews 1–8
Story Point: 
Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a better covenant.

Unit 31: From Jews to Gentiles

Session 1:
Peter and Cornelius
Acts 10
Story Point: The gospel is for all 
people.

Session 2: 
Barnabas in Antioch
Acts 11
Story Point: Barnabas went to 
Antioch to encourage believers.

Session 3:
Jesus Is Better
Hebrews 1–8
Story Point: Jesus, our great High 
Priest, brought a better covenant.

Session 4:
The Hall of Faith
Hebrews 11
Story Point: God works mightily 
through people who have faith in 
Him.

Easter:
Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection
Matthew 26–28; John 20
Story Point: Jesus’ resurrection 
gives true joy to believers.

Unit Description:
The gospel is good news for everyone, both Jews and Gentiles. Through the 
early church, the good news about Jesus spread beyond Jerusalem. The Lord 
saved more and more people every day, and the church grew.

Key Passage: 
1 Chronicles 16:31

Big Picture Question: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the good 
news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the 
world to rescue sinners.
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Session 4:
The Hall of Faith
Hebrews 11
Story Point: 
God works mightily through people who have faith in 
Him.

Session 5:
Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28; John 20
Story Point: 
Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers.

Session 6:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection 
Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to 
believers.

The Hall of Faith 
God works mightily through people 
who have faith in Him.

Jesus Is Better 
Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a 
better covenant.

Barnabas in Antioch
Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage 
believers.

Peter and Cornelius
The gospel is for all people.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 12

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 18

Unit 31 • Session 1

Unit 31 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 10

STORY POINT:  
The gospel is for all people.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Chronicles 16:31

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the 

good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world to rescue sinners.

Peter  
and Cornelius
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1

Unit 31 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
The apostle Peter preached and taught boldly after Pentecost. Jesus had 
commanded His followers to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. 
Acts 10 shows us how God made clear to Peter that the gospel is for 
everyone—not only the Jews but also the Gentiles. 

The story begins in Caesarea (cess uh REE uh), the capital city in the 
Roman province of Judea. Cornelius, a Roman centurion, lived in 
Caesarea. Like many of the people in Caesarea, Cornelius was a Gentile; 
however, he did not worship the Roman gods. Cornelius worshiped the 
one true God, and one day, God spoke to Cornelius in a vision. In the 
vision, an angel told Cornelius to send for Peter.

Now Peter was in Joppa (JAHP uh), about 30 miles south of Caesarea. 
As Cornelius’ men approached the city, Peter had a vision too. He was 
on a rooftop when God showed him a sheet of animals and commanded 
him to eat. The problem was that some of the animals were considered 
“unclean” by Jewish food laws. Three times, God said to Peter, “What 
God has made clean, do not call impure.”

Peter visited Cornelius and others who had gathered with him. Peter 
understood that God did not want a Jewish man to call anyone unclean 
just because he was a foreigner. (See Acts 10:28-29.) Peter preached the 
gospel to the Gentiles there, and they believed. The Holy Spirit filled 
them, and they were baptized.

The gospel is good news for everyone. As you teach kids, emphasize that 
God showed Peter that just as there is no “clean” and “unclean” food, 
there are no “clean” and “unclean” people. God calls believers to tell 
everyone the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where 
they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all!
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Peter and Cornelius
Acts 10

Cornelius was an officer in the Roman army who lived in Caesarea 
(sess uh REE uh). He and everyone in his house worshiped God. 
Cornelius helped other people, and he always prayed to God. One 

afternoon, Cornelius saw an angel of God in a vision 
which frightened him.

The angel said to him, “God has 
heard your prayers, and He has seen 

how you help others.” Then the 
angel told Cornelius to send 

for a man named Peter, who 
was in the city of Joppa. So 
Cornelius sent two of his 
servants and one soldier to 
Joppa.

The next day, as the 
servants and the soldier were 
nearing the city, Peter went 
up on the roof of the house 

to pray. Peter saw a vision of 
something like a large sheet 

coming down from heaven. In 
the sheet were all kinds of animals, 

reptiles, and birds. A voice said to 
him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat!”

“No, Lord!” Peter said. “I have never 
eaten anything that is unclean or not used for 

food.”
Again, a voice said to him, “God has made these clean. Do not 

call them unclean.” This happened three times, and then the whole 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Incorporate 
art: While you 
tell the story, ask 
a volunteer to 
illustrate the story. 
Or draw pictures 
ahead of time to 
display as you tell 
the story.

• Use props: Display 
a large sheet with 
stuffed animals to 
represent “clean” 
and “unclean” 
animals. Include all 
kinds of animals, 
birds, and reptiles. 

The BIBLE Story

8 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 31 • Session 1



Peter and Cornelius
Acts 10

Cornelius was an officer in the Roman army who lived in Caesarea 
(sess uh REE uh). He and everyone in his house worshiped God. 
Cornelius helped other people, and he always prayed to God. One 

afternoon, Cornelius saw an angel of God in a vision 
which frightened him.

The angel said to him, “God has 
heard your prayers, and He has seen 

how you help others.” Then the 
angel told Cornelius to send 

for a man named Peter, who 
was in the city of Joppa. So 
Cornelius sent two of his 
servants and one soldier to 
Joppa.

The next day, as the 
servants and the soldier were 
nearing the city, Peter went 
up on the roof of the house 

to pray. Peter saw a vision of 
something like a large sheet 

coming down from heaven. In 
the sheet were all kinds of animals, 

reptiles, and birds. A voice said to 
him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat!”

“No, Lord!” Peter said. “I have never 
eaten anything that is unclean or not used for 

food.”
Again, a voice said to him, “God has made these clean. Do not 

call them unclean.” This happened three times, and then the whole 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Incorporate 
art: While you 
tell the story, ask 
a volunteer to 
illustrate the story. 
Or draw pictures 
ahead of time to 
display as you tell 
the story.

• Use props: Display 
a large sheet with 
stuffed animals to 
represent “clean” 
and “unclean” 
animals. Include all 
kinds of animals, 
birds, and reptiles. 

thing was taken up into heaven. Peter tried to understand 
what the vision meant.

Then Cornelius’ men arrived at the gate. They 
explained that Cornelius had seen a vision, and an angel 
instructed him to send for Peter. So the next day, Peter 
went with the men to Caesarea.

When Peter got to Cornelius’ house, he explained to 
Cornelius that God does not consider some people to 
be better than others. God had sent good news to the 
Israelites: Jesus is Lord of all. Peter said, “Everyone who 
believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven.”

As Peter said this, the Holy Spirit came down on 
those who heard the message—not just the Jews, but the 
Gentiles, or non-Jews, too. The Jewish believers were 
amazed.

Cornelius, his friends, and his relatives were baptized 
in the name of Jesus, and Peter stayed with them for a few 
days.

Christ Connection: God showed Peter that just as there is no 
“clean” and “unclean” food in Christ, there are no “clean” and 
“unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone the good 
news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where they come 
from. Jesus is the Lord of all.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter and Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
STORY POINT: The gospel is for all people.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to explain what their 
favorite animals are, and why.
SAY • It’s OK to have favorite animals or animals you 

don’t like; however, the Bible teaches that all people 
are made in God’s image, so it’s sinful to say some 
groups are better than others. Today we will learn 
more about how Jesus taught the early church to 
accept all people.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Clean or Unclean” activity 
page. Instruct kids to circle the animals that would have 
been clean and cross out those that would have been 
unclean. 
SAY • The Old Testament law set some animals apart as 

clean while the rest were unclean. Today we will learn 
about a time God commanded Peter to eat unclean 
animals because He had made them clean. What else 
do you think God can make clean?

• “Clean or Unclean” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: For everyone
Invite all the kids to stand. Request that certain kids sit 
based on traits of the clothing they are wearing, months 
they were born in, and so forth until all the kids are seated. 
Play again as time allows.
SAY • In that game, before you could sit, I had to announce 

a trait that matched you. The gospel isn’t like that. 
There are not certain traits that earn you God’s 
love. The gospel is for everyone. Today we will learn 
about a time God gave Peter a vision to help him 
understand that the gospel is for all people.

OPTION 2: Where is it from?
Display various stuffed animal toys and ask the kids to 
group them based on various traits, such as where the 
animal lives, what color it is, whether the animal is a 
mammal, or what the animal eats (plants, meat, or both). 
SAY • People really like to group things to help us 

understand them better. We even do that with 
ourselves sometimes, grouping based on what 
language we speak, where we live, or other factors. 
Sadly, we often sin by thinking certain groups of 
people are better or worse than others. Today we will 
learn that God loves all people, and Jesus died and 
rose again to save people of all groups. 

Transition to teach the story

• various stuffed 
animal toys
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room 
to look like a large meeting room. Arrange a few tables in a 
semi-circle. Place placards with the names of various nations 
on the tables and hang each nation’s flag behind that spot. 
You may choose to display the theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire.]
LEADER • Hey everyone! I’m so glad you all are here. This is 

our Model United Nations. The real United Nations, 
or UN, is an organization of countries from all over 
the world who work together to solve problems. 
For example, the UN might send military troops 
somewhere to help stop violence. The UN also sends 
money or food to places that may not have enough 
to take care of all the people living there. 

Basically, the UN is a picture of teamwork between 
lots of very different people. This Model UN is a way 
for kids to practice some of those same ideals. But 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter and Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
STORY POINT: The gospel is for all people.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
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there’s an organization that is a much better picture 
of teamwork between different people groups and 
nations. Do you know what organization I’m talking 
about? The church!

The church is made up of all believers who love 
Jesus. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the church 
works together as one body to love people and guide 
people to trust and obey Jesus.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we learn more about the church, I want you 
to consider this big picture question and answer: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue 
sinners. The whole Bible tells the story of God’s 
rescue plan, and the church is made up of all the 
people who have heard the good news, believe it is 
true, and trust in Jesus to save them.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • After Jesus rose from the grave and returned 

to heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to live in His 
disciples and give them power. They used that power 
to preach the truth to people from all over the world. 
The church grew, but for the most part it was Jewish 
people who believed and became part of the church. 
This week, we will learn what God did to help the 
early church understand that His plan is to rescue 
sinners from every nation, tribe, and people group.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 10. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Peter and Cornelius.”
LEADER • The Old Testament laws had strict rules about 

which animals could and could not be eaten. The 
vision God gave Peter was about more than food 
though. God was showing Peter that the gospel 
is for all people. God’s plan all along has been to 
glorify His name in all the earth. 

The blessings that God had promised Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob were always supposed to be carried 
through them to the rest of the world: a blessing used 
to bless others. Jesus, the fulfillment of that promised 
blessing, had come, lived a perfect life, died the death 
we deserve, and rose again to defeat death. The time 
had come for Peter and the other apostles to carry 
the gospel beyond just the Jewish people, to people 
of all nations.

The Bible teaches that all people are born in sin, 
and so we all need a Savior. That is why the gospel 
is so beautiful. What is the gospel? The gospel is the 
good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the 
world to rescue sinners—not just some sinners, but 
all sinners who have faith in Jesus.

Christ connection
LEADER • God showed Peter that just as there is no 

“clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and 
“unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone 
the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are 
or where they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all.

• Bibles
• “Peter and Cornelius” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 31, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about someone they struggle to get 
along with. Guide them to discuss how they feel when they 
think about God’s love for sinners. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Ask kids to tell you some things they might know 
about the state of Pennsylvania or the city of Pittsburgh. 
Prompt them to raise their hand to tell you a sports team 
they might know or a historical fact they’ve learned in 
school.
LEADER • The gospel is for all people. That’s why 

missionaries serve around the world. They want 
to bring the good news of Jesus to everyone. Let’s 
find out more about missionaries who are starting 
churches in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Play the missions video.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Chronicles 16:31. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • God is the one true God. He is Lord of all 

creation, which means He is God over all nations. 
His plan to rescue the world from sin is reason to 
praise Him.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The gospel is for all people. We can help all 
people become part of God’s family by sharing the 
gospel with everyone we meet.

• “Unit 31, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Wiltons at Work” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Be Glad 

(1 Chronicles 16:31)” 
song

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, thank You that You are Lord of all. Help 

us to honor You and give You the glory You deserve. 
All people are made in Your image, and we pray for 
Your love to fill us and help us love everyone around 
us. Give us courage to tell the world of Your love and 
mercy. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

16 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter and Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
STORY POINT: The gospel is for all people.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Work with the kids in your group to develop simple 
pictures or symbols to replace key words in the key passage. 
Draw the symbols on a dry erase board or large sheet of 
paper. Then, cover the key passage poster and encourage the 
kids to say the key passage using only the symbols to help 
them if they get stuck.

Suggested symbols: heavens, a cloud with shine lines; 
rejoice, two hands raised in praise; nations, a flag; Lord, a 
cross; reigns, a crown.
SAY • The key passage comes from the Old Testament, 

specifically from a song King David sang to praise 
God after He helped His people recover the ark of 
the covenant. Now that Jesus has risen from the 
dead, people from all nations can be saved to worship 
the God of all nations.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 10. 
Remind the kids that Acts is in the History division of the 
New Testament. Ask them who wrote Acts. (Luke) You may 
also choose to direct kids to find Leviticus 11.

• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board or 

large sheet of paper
• dry erase marker 

or pen

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did God tell Cornelius in his vision? (to send 

for Peter, Acts 10:5)
2. What did God show to Peter through a vision? 

(a sheet in which many animals, including unclean 
animals, were sitting; Acts 10:11-12)

3. What did Peter’s vision mean? (that God wanted the 
gospel to be preached to Gentiles; Acts 10:28,34-36)

4. Why does God love all people? Guide kids to 
remember that all people are made in God’s image. Help 
them see that our value and dignity do not come from 
our actions, our appearance, or the talents we have. Our 
value is based on God’s love for us and the fact that He 
has created each of us.

5. Why does God want us to love all people? Guide 
kids to see that our love reflects His love. If we behave 
toward others as if we hate them or do not care about 
them, we communicate untrue things about God. Help 
them see that the Bible teaches us that we cannot love 
God without also loving people. Our love for people is 
evidence of our love for God.

6. How can we show with our actions that we love God 
and love people? Guide kids to think practically about 
ways they can care for others. Suggest ways they can 
show kindness to their classmates and help them see that 
seeking out ways to show love to people who are different 
from them is a great way to show that God does not 
show favoritism.

SAY • The gospel is for all people. When we are 
transformed by God’s love, we will see that all people 
are important to God and will show love to people—
even those who are different from us or unkind to us.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Time for teamwork
Show kids how to fold the index cards in half into 

a “tent” so the card will stand up on a table. Encourage 
kids to write on one side of the tents the names of people 
who they might choose to go on a missions project with 
them (church planters, pastors, Bible teachers, kids, teenagers, 
coaches, mentors, friends, business owners). Invite them to 
draw on the other side a simple picture that represents the 
person they wrote on the first side, such as a Bible for a 
pastor or a whistle for a coach. Arrange all the cards on a 
table to look like a team line up.

If kids struggle with who to write, remind them of 
people mentioned in the missions video or who they 
remember from past missions activities.
SAY • Church planter Rob Wilton is part of a team of 

people working together to reach the people of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with the gospel. We 
brainstormed people for our own teams that we 
could invite to do the same with us. This week, think 
of ways you can help bring the gospel to all people—
those who live in your hometown, or those who live 
on the other side of the world!

OPTION 2: The inclusion sheet
Spread a large bedsheet on the floor and invite all the kids 
to sit around its edges. Select a kid to start the activity by 
saying one thing about herself. Next, the kid to her right 
will say something about himself. Play continues in this way 
until each kid has shared a fact about herself.  
SAY • We are all different in many ways. Even though we 

are all different, God loves us all and wants each of 

• index cards
• pencils

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• bedsheet
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us to love Jesus and trust in Him for salvation. Just 
as the sheet in Peter’s vision had all kinds of animals, 
God invites all kinds of people into His family 
through faith in Jesus.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

Unit 31 • Session 2

Unit 31 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 11

STORY POINT:  
Barnabas went to Antioch  

to encourage believers.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Chronicles 16:31

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the 

good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world to rescue sinners.

Barnabas in 
Antioch
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LEADER Bible Study
In the face of persecution, the early church saw growth as believers 
dispersed following Stephen’s death. (See Acts 7.) As they went, they 
carried the good news with them. Jesus’ disciples had cared for the church 
from Jerusalem, but God began to call them out as missionaries too. 

In Acts 8, Philip went to Samaria and Judea. The Holy Spirit led him to 
share the good news with an Ethiopian official. Paul encountered Jesus 
in Acts 9 and began spreading the gospel. Peter performed miracles and 
people believed in Jesus. In Acts 10, God made it clear to Peter that the 
gospel was not only for the Jews but also for Gentiles. Peter gave testimony 
about the salvation of Gentiles to Jewish leaders in Jerusalem who thought 
people needed to follow Jewish law to be saved.

As the message about Jesus went out, churches were started. One of these 
churches was in Antioch, which was the capital of Syria. When the church 
at Antioch began, it was made up only of Jewish Christians. But, as Acts 
11:20 reveals, some Christians from Cyprus and Cyrene went to Antioch 
and began sharing the gospel with Greeks (Gentiles). Many Gentiles 
believed.

When the church in Jerusalem heard about this, what was their response? 
They sent Barnabas to Antioch to encourage the believers there! Then 
even more people believed in Jesus. The Bible tells us that Antioch was the 
place where believers were first called  “Christians.”

As you teach kids this week, emphasize the story point: Barnabas went to 
Antioch to encourage believers. Even though some people tried to stop 
it, the gospel spread throughout the earth—not only to Jews but also to 
Gentiles. We should celebrate when other people repent and turn to Jesus, 
and we can encourage them to grow in their faith and in their love for the 
Lord. The good news about Jesus is for everyone. 
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Barnabas in Antioch
Acts 11

God had called Peter to tell everyone the good news about Jesus, 
no matter who they were or where they came from. So Peter shared 
the gospel not only with Jews, but with Gentiles. The Gentiles in 

Caesarea heard Peter’s message and believed. God gave 
His Holy Spirit to these new believers, and 

they were baptized.
Before long, the apostles and 
other believers throughout Judea 

heard that Gentiles had believed 
the good news about Jesus. 
They were surprised, so Peter 
shared about the vision God 
had given to him of the sheet 
of clean and unclean animals 
and his encounter with 
Cornelius. Peter explained 
that the gospel is for all 
people. Then the believers 

praised God and understood 
that Jesus had come for the 

Gentiles too!
At the same time, believers 

who scattered after Stephen’s murder 
had traveled to places like Phoenicia, 

Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria. In those places, 
the believers only shared the gospel with the Jews. 

But some believers from Cyprus and Cyrene went to Antioch and 
preached the gospel to the Greeks, too. God was with them, and a 
large number of the Greeks believed the good news.

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show a map: 
Display a Bible map 
where the whole 
group can see it. As 
you tell the story, 
point out areas that 
are mentioned. Place 
markers, such as 
small paper flags or 
pushpins to each of 
the places discussed 
in the story so kids 
can see how the 
gospel spread.

• Wear a costume: 
Dress in Bible times 
clothes and tell the 
story to the kids as if 
you were giving report 
on the growth of the 
early church.

The BIBLE Story
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Barnabas in Antioch
Acts 11

God had called Peter to tell everyone the good news about Jesus, 
no matter who they were or where they came from. So Peter shared 
the gospel not only with Jews, but with Gentiles. The Gentiles in 

Caesarea heard Peter’s message and believed. God gave 
His Holy Spirit to these new believers, and 

they were baptized.
Before long, the apostles and 
other believers throughout Judea 

heard that Gentiles had believed 
the good news about Jesus. 
They were surprised, so Peter 
shared about the vision God 
had given to him of the sheet 
of clean and unclean animals 
and his encounter with 
Cornelius. Peter explained 
that the gospel is for all 
people. Then the believers 

praised God and understood 
that Jesus had come for the 

Gentiles too!
At the same time, believers 

who scattered after Stephen’s murder 
had traveled to places like Phoenicia, 

Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria. In those places, 
the believers only shared the gospel with the Jews. 

But some believers from Cyprus and Cyrene went to Antioch and 
preached the gospel to the Greeks, too. God was with them, and a 
large number of the Greeks believed the good news.

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show a map: 
Display a Bible map 
where the whole 
group can see it. As 
you tell the story, 
point out areas that 
are mentioned. Place 
markers, such as 
small paper flags or 
pushpins to each of 
the places discussed 
in the story so kids 
can see how the 
gospel spread.

• Wear a costume: 
Dress in Bible times 
clothes and tell the 
story to the kids as if 
you were giving report 
on the growth of the 
early church.

The church at Jerusalem heard about these new 
believers, so they sent Barnabas to Antioch. Barnabas 
was a good man. He loved God and was full of faith and 
the power of the Holy Spirit. When Barnabas arrived, he 
saw that God was gracious to these believers. He was glad 
and encouraged them to keep following God. Even more 
people trusted in Jesus.

Then Barnabas left Antioch and went to Tarsus to 
look for Paul. He found Paul and brought him back to 
Antioch. They stayed with the church in Antioch for a 
year, teaching large crowds of people. Jesus’ followers 
were first called Christians at Antioch.

Christ Connection: Even though some people tried to stop 
it, the gospel spread throughout the earth—not only to Jews but 
also to Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for everyone. God 
calls us to celebrate when others believe and help them know 
and love Jesus more.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Barnabas in Antioch
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 11
STORY POINT: Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they learned something new. What did they learn, and who 
helped them understand?
SAY • Learning new things can be really rewarding and 

exciting. Today we will learn about a time a man 
called Barnabas traveled to a new place to teach 
the people there new things. What do you think 
Barnabas taught them?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Journey to Antioch” activity 
page. Kids will complete the maze to lead Barnabas from 
Jerusalem to Antioch.
SAY • Today we will learn about a time a man called 

Barnabas traveled to a city named Antioch to 
tell people about Jesus. Have you ever traveled 
somewhere to tell about Jesus? 

• “Journey to Antioch” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Words of encouragement
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start the 
game by saying something encouraging about the kid to his 
left. Play will pass to the right. 
SAY • In our story today we will learn about a man named 

Joseph, who the apostles called Barnabas. His 
nickname means “son of encouragement.” Why do 
you think people called him that? Today we will learn 
about a time he traveled to Antioch to tell people 
about Jesus.

OPTION 2: Thank-you cards
Provide the kids with thank-you cards or allow them to 
make cards by folding cardstock in half. Help the kids write 
encouraging messages to their leaders or pastors, thanking 
them for the work they do each week.
SAY • Today we will learn about Barnabas. He was a leader 

in the early church. He encouraged other believers 
and helped teach people about Jesus. We have church 
leaders who help us learn about Jesus, and they need 
encouragement just like anyone else. 

Transition to teach the story

• thank-you cards or 
cardstock

• pencils and markers
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire.]
LEADER • Hey friends! Welcome back to the Model UN. 

If you were here last week, you may remember that 
the United Nations is a group that works together to 
bring peace and security to the world. Each nation 
that is a member of the United Nations sends a 
representative, called a delegate, to meet with the 
other nations’ delegates. Their jobs are to say and do 
things that will be best for their countries. 

As you can imagine, a group of people representing 
many different nations will often struggle to get 
along. We are all different and often want very 
different things. But the UN provides a place where 
different nations can push for what they want 
without using violence. 

Last week, we talked about how the church is an 
even greater organization. It is similar to the UN in 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Barnabas in Antioch
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 11
STORY POINT: Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
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that it is for all nations, but it is better than the UN 
because it is led by God, not by humans. This week, 
we have a story about how God used a man called 
Barnabas almost like a delegate. Barnabas went to the 
people living in a city called Antioch and explained 
to them what God wanted.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s review out big picture question before we 
get too far into the story. What is the gospel? The 
gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners. God’s plan 
all along was to bless the world through His chosen 
people. Jesus was that blessing. His life, death, and 
resurrection made the way for sinners from every 
nation to be saved from sin and transformed into 
new creations that love and worship God.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Last week, we learned how God showed Peter 

that the gospel is for all people. God doesn’t love only 
certain kinds of people. All people are made in His 
image, and He wants every person to hear the gospel, 
repent of sin, and be saved by faith. This week we 
will hear a story called “Barnabas in Antioch.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 11. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Barnabas in Antioch.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Barnabas in 

Antioch” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • Once Peter had explained his vision, the early 
church realized that keeping the gospel for just 
Jewish people wasn’t God’s plan. The church 
experienced more growth as many Gentiles began to 
hear the gospel and believe it. 

When the church leaders in Jerusalem heard about 
the new believers in places like Antioch, they decided 
to send someone to help them live the way Jesus 
wanted them to live. Barnabas went to Antioch to 
encourage believers. He even found Paul to help 
teach them and grow their faith.

The Bible tells us that Barnabas’ real name was 
Joseph. The nickname Barnabas means “son of 
encouragement.” You’d have to be a really great 
source of encouraging words for people to basically 
change your name to “The Encouraging Guy.” That 
was exactly what the early church needed though. 
Christians at this time faced a lot of persecution from 
people who did not believe the truth. In the middle 
of hard times, we all need someone to remind us of 
the gospel and how good God is. What is the gospel? 
The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Christ connection
LEADER • Even though some people tried to stop it, the 

gospel spread throughout the earth—not only to 
Jews but also to Gentiles. The good news about Jesus 
is for everyone. God calls us to celebrate when others 
believe and to help them know and love Jesus more.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 31, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about who encourages them in 
their faith. Guide them to discuss ways they can be an 
encouragement to others.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Show the Wilton family photo and ask a volunteer 
to read the accompanying script.
LEADER • This family has seen the gospel spread from New 

Orleans to Pittsburgh and beyond! Barnabas went to 
Antioch to encourage believers. The Wilton family 
went to Pittsburgh to encourage churches there to 
grow and multiply.

Ask a volunteer to pray for the Wiltons and for any 
missionaries your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Chronicles 16:31. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • Although this key passage comes from the Old 

Testament, it fits perfectly with these stories of the 
church growing and moving outward from Jerusalem 
as Gentiles began to believe. God is the God of the 
whole world, and of all people. 

God wants to see everyone come to faith. That’s 
the reason for the gospel! What is the gospel? The 
gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners. Someday, 
Jesus will return, and all of creation with praise God 
together.

• “Unit 31, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Meet the Wiltons” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Be Glad 

(1 Chronicles 16:31)” 
song

31From Jews to Gentiles



Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers. 
Nothing is as encouraging as remembering the truth 
of the gospel: God wants to rescue poor, needy 
sinners.

Sing together “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, we love You because You are good and 

You love us. Thank You for all You have done and all 
that You will do. Help us to be encouraging to one 
another and lift one another up to love and worship 
You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Come, Ye Sinners, 
Poor and Needy” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Barnabas in Antioch
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 11
STORY POINT: Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Print onto cardstock the “Key Passage Flip Cards” printable 
and cut the cards apart. Provide each kid with one card and 
demonstrate how to fold the card in half so that only one 
level is showing at a time. Kids will work through the levels, 
filling in the missing words to complete the key passage. 
After each level, kids should fold that level under to work 
on the next level without peeking at earlier levels. 
SAY • What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that 

God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue 
sinners. God’s plan is reason to rejoice. Apart from 
Him, we have no hope of salvation. In Him we have 
hope and a promise of eternal life. We know that 
God loves us, and His plans cannot be stopped. 
Someday, all nations will rejoice in Him when Jesus 
returns and destroys all evil.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 11. 
Consider pointing out Jerusalem and Antioch of Syria 
on the New Testament Mediterranean Map. (G10, E10) 
Remind kids that Acts is immediately after John.

• Key Passage Poster
• cardstock
• “Key Passage Flip 

Cards” printable

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How did the Jewish believers react after Peter 

explained what happened with Cornelius? (They 
glorified God and understood that Gentiles could be 
saved by faith too, Acts 11:18)

2. Who did the scattered believers share the gospel 
with? (only the Jews, Acts 11:19)

3. In what city were believers first called Christians? 
(Antioch of Syria, Acts 11:26)

4. Who can we share the gospel with? Direct kids to 
see that God’s plan all along has been for people of all 
nations and tribes to come to faith. As a result, we 
can be sure that God wants us to share the gospel with 
everyone we meet. 

5. How do you feel when you think about sharing the 
gospel with someone? Help kids think through the 
common emotions they might experience. Remind them 
that it is normal to feel nervous, afraid, or uncertain. 
Help them understand that the Bible teaches us the Holy 
Spirit will empower us and help to give us the words 
we need to share the gospel. Remind them that even a 
negative reaction from the person listening doesn’t mean 
we should stop sharing the gospel.

6. How can you encourage other believers? Guide kids 
to think practically. Remind them that telling someone 
you care or thanking them for the ways they help you 
love Jesus are great ways to encourage others. Sometimes, 
even just listening to others’ problems is all it takes.

SAY • Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers. 
The gospel spread and the church grew. We can 
encourage others and spread the gospel too, which in 
turn can grow the church.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Be an encourager
Remind kids about the Wilton family. Show the 

photo that you displayed in the missions moment. 
SAY • What are some ways you can encourage your friends 

in their faith? Can you encourage someone to come 
to church? To read the Bible? To pray more?

Remind kids that they encourage others, like Barnabas did 
and like missionaries do today.

Form pairs or small groups of kids. Ask the kids to 
discuss different ways they could encourage one another. 
Point out that we can remind our brothers and sisters to 
live out their faith daily by reading the Bible, praying, and 
telling others about Jesus. 

Review the big picture question and answer: What is the 
gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners. Ask them to pray 
for each other so they will be ready to talk about Jesus with 
their friends, families, and communities.

OPTION 2: Good news telephone
Direct the kids to sit in a circle. Whisper something, like 
the big picture question or the story point, into the ear of a 
kid. That kid will turn and whisper the phrase to the kid on 
his left, and so on around the circle. The last kid will say the 
phrase aloud to the hole group. 

Play a second round using a different phrase that each 
kid says aloud.  
SAY • When you were whispering the phrase, it was hard 

to tell if the message got twisted. When you said the 
phrase for everyone to hear, it was easier to catch 
mistakes and correct them. In a way, this is helpful 

• “Meet the Wiltons” 
printable

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

36 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 31 • Session 2



when thinking about the gospel. When we spread 
it boldly, it encourages those around us and those 
who know the gospel can help us catch mistakes if 
we are misunderstanding something in the Bible. 
Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage believers. 
We can encourage one another just by reminding one 
another of God’s love for all people.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 42

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE44

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 50

Unit 31 • Session 3

Unit 31 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Hebrews 1–8

STORY POINT:  
Jesus, our great High Priest,  
brought a better covenant.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Chronicles 16:31

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the 

good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world to rescue sinners.

Jesus Is Better
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LEADER Bible Study
Hebrews was a letter written to encourage believers to not only stand 
strong in their faith, but also to grow in their faith. More than anything 
else, though, the writer of Hebrews preached the superiority of Jesus: Jesus 
was present at the creation of the world. He is the heir of all things and 
God spoke to the people through Him.

Because the writer of Hebrews was writing to a mostly Jewish audience, 
he used the history and heroes of the Old Testament to show how Jesus 
fulfilled all of God’s promises to send a Messiah to save His people. As you 
introduce kids to the Book of Hebrews, concentrate on a major theme 
found in chapters 1–8: Jesus is better.

Jesus is better than angels. He is the Son of God. He is better than Moses 
and the Mosaic covenant. Jesus completely fulfilled the covenant of the 
Old Testament; that made Jesus’ new covenant far better. Jesus is better 
than the tabernacle and the priests. 

Because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, the people no longer needed 
priests to speak to God for them or to offer sacrifices to take away their 
sins. These Old Testament figures, laws, and traditions pointed forward to 
someone better: Jesus.

Emphasize to kids that Jesus is better than anyone and anything. He is 
the better Prophet, the better Priest, and the better King. Everyone who 
trusts in Jesus has salvation from sin through His perfect life, death, and 
resurrection. As the church, Jesus calls us to share the gospel with the 
world. Jesus is the superior solution to the problem of sin. He is all that is 
needed for salvation.

39From Jews to Gentiles



Jesus Is Better
Hebrews 1–8

The early church was made up of almost all Jewish believers who 
were persecuted for following Jesus. Because their lives had become 
difficult, many believers began to wonder if following Jesus was 

worth it. Some may have even thought about giving up on 
Jesus all together.

The Holy Spirit helped a 
Christian leader write words of 

encouragement to the early 
church in the Book of Hebrews. 

He wrote:
“Long ago, God spoke 

to His people through 
prophets. Now He speaks 
through Jesus. Jesus is God 
the Son, and He is like God 
in every way. Jesus is better 
than angels because He is 
God’s Son, the eternal King 

and Creator of everything who 
sits at God’s right hand. 

“But Jesus humbled Himself 
to become lower than the angels 

for a time when He became a man. 
Jesus became a person like us to die and 

then rise again. Jesus’ work rescues people 
from sin. All who believe in Him become His 

brothers and sisters. Jesus became like us in every way so He could 
become a merciful and faithful high priest for us. 

“Because Jesus suffered and was tempted, He is able to help us 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show pictures: 
Display pictures of 
people or places that 
Jesus is better than: 
the prophets, angels, 
high priests, Moses, 
and the promised 
land. 

• Read a letter: 
Print the story and 
fold it like a letter. 
As you tell the story, 
pretend you are 
reading from a letter 
that the writer of 
Hebrews wrote to 
encourage the early 
church. Explain that 
this letter can still be 
an encouragement to 
us today.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Is Better
Hebrews 1–8

The early church was made up of almost all Jewish believers who 
were persecuted for following Jesus. Because their lives had become 
difficult, many believers began to wonder if following Jesus was 

worth it. Some may have even thought about giving up on 
Jesus all together.

The Holy Spirit helped a 
Christian leader write words of 

encouragement to the early 
church in the Book of Hebrews. 

He wrote:
“Long ago, God spoke 

to His people through 
prophets. Now He speaks 
through Jesus. Jesus is God 
the Son, and He is like God 
in every way. Jesus is better 
than angels because He is 
God’s Son, the eternal King 

and Creator of everything who 
sits at God’s right hand. 

“But Jesus humbled Himself 
to become lower than the angels 

for a time when He became a man. 
Jesus became a person like us to die and 

then rise again. Jesus’ work rescues people 
from sin. All who believe in Him become His 

brothers and sisters. Jesus became like us in every way so He could 
become a merciful and faithful high priest for us. 

“Because Jesus suffered and was tempted, He is able to help us 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show pictures: 
Display pictures of 
people or places that 
Jesus is better than: 
the prophets, angels, 
high priests, Moses, 
and the promised 
land. 

• Read a letter: 
Print the story and 
fold it like a letter. 
As you tell the story, 
pretend you are 
reading from a letter 
that the writer of 
Hebrews wrote to 
encourage the early 
church. Explain that 
this letter can still be 
an encouragement to 
us today.

when we are tempted.
“This is why Jesus is the greatest! He is greater even 

than Moses, who was a faithful servant of God. Jesus was 
an even better servant. God used Moses to bring the Law 
to His people, but God used Jesus to bring the gospel! This 
is why we cannot turn away from Jesus. Instead, we need to 
encourage one another each day so that we don’t give in to 
sin. We don’t want to be like the Israelites who Moses led 
out of Egypt, and then rebelled against God and perished in 
the wilderness. The Israelites wanted a land of rest, but even 
Joshua could not provide rest for God’s people. We want 
to enter into God’s rest, and Jesus has provided something 
even better than land: spiritual rest in Him.

“Because Jesus is such a great high priest for us, we 
can hold fast to our faith. Jesus knows our weaknesses 
because He became a human and was tempted, although 
He never sinned. Because of Jesus, we can approach God 
with boldness; and God will give us mercy and grace.

“This is why Jesus is better than anything and why we 
cannot turn away from Him. The first covenant that God 
provided through Moses has been replaced by a second, 
better covenant through Jesus. Salvation is found only in 
Jesus!”

Christ Connection: Jesus is better than anyone and 
anything. He is the better Prophet, the better Priest, and the 
better King. Everyone who trusts in Jesus has salvation from sin 
through His perfect life, death, and resurrection.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Is Better
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 1–8
STORY POINT: Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to tell about their most 
prized possession. Where did they get it, and what makes it 
so special?
SAY • Your most prized possession could be something 

with great sentimental value—like a toy from 
a loved one—or something to show for a great 
accomplishment—like a trophy or prize ribbon. 
Today we will learn about the One who is more 
valuable than anyone or anything else. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Treasure Rank” activity page. 
Kids will rank the pictured items from their least favorite to 
their favorite. 
SAY • We each value different things in different ways. 

Some of you would rather have a new video game 
than a remote control car, or have new ballet slippers 
than candy and snacks. Today we’ll learn more about 
why knowing Jesus is the most valuable treasure. 

• “Treasure Rank” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Mediated “mother, may I?”
Select two volunteers to stand at one end of the room, 
one to be Mother (or Father) and the other to be Mediator. 
Instruct the rest of the kids to stand at the far side of the 
room. Those kids will take turns making requests of Mother 
such as “Mother, may I take 12 steps forward?” Mother will 
decide whether to grant the request, alter the request (such 
as “No, but you may take 3 steps forward”) or deny the 
request. Mother will whisper her answer to the Mediator, 
who will tell the answer to the kid who made the request. 
SAY • A mediator is someone who goes between two people 

or groups of people to help them communicate. 
In our game it may have been a little silly to use a 
mediator, but today we will learn how Jesus is our 
mediator with God the Father, and why His role is 
very important to us.

OPTION 2: This or that?
Direct the kids to stand in the center of the room. Suggest 
two items, pointing to one side of the room for each. Kids 
will gather on the side of the room that corresponds with 
the item they would prefer. Select a kid from each side to 
explain her reasoning.

Suggested options: cake or ice cream, air hockey or 
foosball, pizza or tacos, blue or red, soda or juice. 
SAY • We all have different preferences, and that’s good! 

God made us to be diverse and unique. But there’s 
one thing we should all agree on: Jesus is the best 
treasure in the world. Let’s talk more about that.

Transition to teach the story
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire.]
LEADER • Hi there! I’m glad you could make it back this 

week. For those of you who are here for the first 
time, this is our model United Nations. We learn 
about the real United Nations by doing a pretend 
version of what the real United Nations does. The 
real UN is a group of nations that work together to 
bring peace and stability to the world. 

All the member nations send representatives, called 
delegates, to make sure their nation’s needs are heard 
and not ignored. Sometimes, other world leaders 
from the nations will come and make speeches. 

We also have spoken about how there’s an even 
better organization when it comes to bringing peace 
and stability to the world: the church. The church 
also has all kinds of different people from different 
nations making up her members, but we have one 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Is Better
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 1–8
STORY POINT: Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
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ultimate leader, and He is the greatest leader of all. 
This week, we will talk more about what makes Jesus 
the best leader.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s go over our big picture question: What 
is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue 
sinners. God’s plan wasn’t just to rescue certain kinds 
of sinners, but all sinners who have faith in Jesus. 
There was no way we could have earned salvation, 
so God’s giving it freely to everyone who believes is 
very good news indeed. It takes a very perfect God to 
enact such a perfect plan.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • A few weeks back we learned that part of the 

church’s early growth came when God revealed that 
the gospel is for all people. As Gentiles began to 
hear and believe, the church spread further than 
it had before. However, along with this growth, 
the early church faced a lot of persecution. That’s 
why it was important for leaders to encourage new 
churches. Barnabas went to Antioch to encourage 
believers. In addition to traveling, many church 
leaders wrote letters to encourage and instruct new 
believers. This week, we will be learning from one of 
those letters written to Jewish believers. Our story is 
called “Jesus is Better.”

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Hebrews 1–8. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Jesus Is Better.”
LEADER • Hebrews was originally written for Jewish 

believers who would have been very familiar with 
the stories of God’s work in the Old Testament. 
Throughout the history of Israel, God used different 
kinds of leaders for different roles. All these leaders 
helped to protect and guide the people to live under 
the old covenant.

Prophets, like Elijah and Moses, received messages 
from God and delivered them to His people. Kings, 
like David and Solomon, helped the people obey 
God by helping to enforce the rules God had given 
them and by ensuring the people had safe places to 
worship God. Priests, like Aaron and Eli, acted as 
the go-between to make sacrifices on behalf of the 
people. They spilled the blood of the animals needed 
to pay for sin.

Jesus is the perfect prophet, priest, and king. He 
is better than any other leader, and He perfectly 
fulfilled all the duties of all three main kinds of 
leaders. Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a 
better covenant. A covenant is a special kind of 
promise, often between God and humans.

In the old covenant, people had to offer sacrifices 
again and again to cover their sins. In the new 
covenant Jesus’ perfect sacrifice is enough for all 
sins, forever. In the old covenant, people who had 
faith in God’s promises still had the burden of the 
law weighing them down, reminding them that they 

• Bibles
• “Jesus Is Better” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

46 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 31 • Session 3



could never earn God’s love. In the new covenant, 
Jesus’ perfect righteousness frees us from the burden 
of the law. We can rest in God’s love for us, knowing 
that we are saved by faith, not works. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus is better than anyone and anything. He is 

the better Prophet, the better Priest, and the better 
King. Everyone who trusts in Jesus has salvation from 
sin through His perfect life, death, and resurrection.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 31, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about times they may want to be the 
best, such as in competitions. Guide them to discuss why 
humility is important, and how they can be humble.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • We’ve been learning about church 
planting missionaries in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
The Wiltons tell people there about Jesus. Jesus, 
our great High Priest, brought a better covenant. 
Let’s find out more about the city where the Wiltons 
are helping people to know that Jesus is better than 
anyone else. 

Show the missions video. Then pray for the Wiltons and 
any missionaries your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Chronicles 16:31. Then sing the key passage 
song.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 31, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Pittsburgh People” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Be Glad 

(1 Chronicles 16:31)” 
song
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LEADER • The gospel is good news for all people. God 
wants to rescue everyone and will save all who have 
faith in Jesus. Someday, Jesus will restore the world 
to be perfect again, and all of creation will rejoice 
and sing praises to God together.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • As we learn more about how wonderful Jesus is, 
our love for Him will grow inside us more and more 
until we can’t be silent. We will have to tell the world 
about Him.

Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for sending Jesus. Help us to see 

and believe all the ways He is better than anything 
and anyone. Give us faith to worship and obey Him. 
Fill us with Your Spirit so we can live according 
to Your Word as we wait for the day Jesus will fix 
everything. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Is Better
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 1–8
STORY POINT: Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Form two groups of kids. Instruct the groups to stand on 
opposite sides of the room. Select a side to start the game by 
saying the first word of the key passage. The other side will 
have five seconds to say the next word. If they succeed, the 
first side will have five seconds to say the third word. Play 
continues in this way, alternating back and forth, until the 
whole key passage has been said. Each time a side is unable 
to provide the correct word, award a point to the opposing 
side. Then provide the word and restart the game from the 
beginning.
SAY • God is the Lord of all creation, and the gospel is 

reason to rejoice. What is the gospel? The gospel is 
the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into 
the world to rescue sinners. His plan is to save 
people from every tribe and nation. All those who are 
saved will worship Him. When Jesus returns, all of 
creation will worship and rejoice.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
Hebrews 1–8. Hebrews is in the General Letters division.

• Key Passage Poster• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How did God speak to people long ago? (through 

prophets, Heb. 1:1)
2. Who is the perfect Prophet through whom God has 

spoken? (Jesus, Heb. 1:2)
3. How is Jesus a better high priest? (He lived as a 

human, but never sinned; Heb. 5:1-10)
4. Why is the new covenant better? Guide kids to see 

that under the new covenant, we are declared righteous 
by God. Remind them that Jesus’ sacrifice was perfect, 
and we don’t need to keep offering more and more 
sacrifices. The old covenant was sufficient to show people 
their need for a Savior, but it is the new covenant that 
provides salvation from sin.

5. What are things you sometimes value too highly? 
Encourage kids to answer honestly and think about the 
people, things, or events that they may make idols in 
their lives. Remind them that Jesus is better, and help 
them think through ways to adjust their lives to make 
Him their priority.

6. How can we hear from God? Guide kids to 
understand that God’s Word, Scripture, has been 
preserved for us. We can read the Bible to see Jesus’ 
teachings from when He was on earth, as well as the 
teachings He gave through His apostles after returning 
to heaven. Help them remember that the Holy Spirit 
helps believers understand God’s Word.

SAY • Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a better 
covenant. We worship Him because of who He is 
and what He has done for us. His life, death, and 
resurrection made the way for us to be forgiven of sin 
and declared righteous before God to live forever.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Food for thought
Explain that the Philly cheesesteak is a famous 

sandwich from Pennsylvania. It has thin slices of beef, 
grilled peppers and onions, melted cheese, and is served 
on a sub roll. Ask who has tasted one of these sandwiches. 
Does it sound like a sandwich they would like?
SAY • Part of missions is learning what the people around 

you like best—such as their favorite sandwich! 
Missionaries want to know a lot about the people 
they are sharing the gospel with. What do you think 
are some favorite foods of people in our community?

Encourage kids to think of popular restaurants around you 
or favorite foods brought to church meals. 

Form small groups or pairs of kids and invite the groups 
to invent a new kind of sandwich. Ask one volunteer from 
each group to write the ingredients for their sandwich or 
draw a picture of the sandwich. For each ingredient, ask 
kids to think of one thing they can tell someone about 
Jesus. Give each group time to share with the others.

Review the big picture question and answer: What is the 
gospel? The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

OPTION 2: The greatest treasure
Provide kids with construction paper, plastic coins, adhesive 
gems, and other craft supplies such as glitter glue and 
stickers. Encourage the kids to draw a treasure chest on 
their papers and decorate it with the coins, jewels, and other 
craft supplies. Help the kids write Jesus is the greatest treasure 
on their sheets. 
SAY • Jesus, our great High Priest, brought a better 

• paper
• pens

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• construction paper
• plastic coins,
• adhesive gems
• other craft supplies 

such as glitter 
glue and stickers 
(optional)
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covenant. No matter what riches or popularity the 
world might have for us, Jesus will always be more 
valuable. He gives us hope for the future and lasting 
joy and peace. We can be a part of His plans for 
the world when we share the gospel and encourage 
others to live for Him.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66

Unit 31 • Session 4

Unit 31 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Hebrews 11

STORY POINT:  
God works mightily through people  

who have faith in Him.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Chronicles 16:31

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the 

good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world to rescue sinners.

The Hall of Faith
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LEADER Bible Study
It is common to think of faith as something that is just within us—trust 
and confidence in God. While that is surely part of it, faith doesn’t stop 
there. Faith starts inside of us and always leads to action.

The writer of the Book of Hebrews wanted to explain the fullness of faith 
to the early Jewish Christians. One of the best ways he could do this was 
to walk through examples of how men and women in the Old Testament 
had proven to be faithful. The result is Hebrews 11, often known as the 
Hall of Faith. 

Abel had faith when he gave an offering to God, and God accepted his 
offering. Noah had faith. He believed God when God told him to build 
an ark to rescue his family. 

Abraham had faith when God called him to leave his home. Abraham’s 
wife Sarah had faith when she trusted God to give her a family even 
though she was too old to have children. Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses 
had faith too. Rahab had faith when she hid the Israelite spies in Jericho. 

All of these people trusted God, and so did many others. Having faith was 
not easy. Many suffered, and they died before God’s greatest promise—the 
arrival of Jesus—came true, but they believed that God had a wonderful 
plan. God was pleased with them because they trusted Him.

This week, share the examples of these heroes of faith to help your kids 
understand faith in action. We can and should learn from these examples; 
that is why God gave them to us in Hebrews 11. However, emphasize that 
every person in this list was a sinner in need of salvation. Each of these 
heroes needed a greater hero. Point your kids to Jesus, the perfect hero 
who rescues us from sin.
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The Hall of Faith
Hebrews 11

The writer of Hebrews explained that faith is being sure that what 
we hope for will actually happen. Faith is obeying God because we trust 
Him. By faith, we believe that God created everything from nothing, 

just by speaking!
Many people in the Bible had faith, 

and this pleased God. Abel had faith 
when he gave an offering to God, 

and God accepted his offering. 
We must have faith in order to 

please God. By faith we believe 
that He exists and that He 
rewards those who trust in 
Him.

Noah had faith too. He 
obeyed God by building 
an ark to rescue his family. 
Noah warned other people 
because he trusted that God 

was telling the truth when He 
said a flood was coming. God 

was pleased with Noah.
Abraham had faith when 

God called him to leave his home. 
Abraham did not know where he was 

going, but he obeyed God. God made 
promises to Abraham, and Abraham believed that 

God was going to keep His promises.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God to give her 

a family even though she was too old to have children. Sarah was 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show pictures: 
Hang pictures of 
people mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 in frames 
around the room, as 
if the kids are sitting 
in the “Hall of Faith.” 
As you tell the story, 
point to each picture.

• Use props: Display 
props to help kids 
remember parts of 
the story. Show a 
stuffed lamb for 
Abel’s offering, a toy 
ark for Noah, a baby 
doll as Sarah and 
Abraham’s promised 
son, a scarf for 
Rahab, a crown for 
David, and so forth.

The BIBLE Story
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The Hall of Faith
Hebrews 11

The writer of Hebrews explained that faith is being sure that what 
we hope for will actually happen. Faith is obeying God because we trust 
Him. By faith, we believe that God created everything from nothing, 

just by speaking!
Many people in the Bible had faith, 

and this pleased God. Abel had faith 
when he gave an offering to God, 

and God accepted his offering. 
We must have faith in order to 

please God. By faith we believe 
that He exists and that He 
rewards those who trust in 
Him.

Noah had faith too. He 
obeyed God by building 
an ark to rescue his family. 
Noah warned other people 
because he trusted that God 

was telling the truth when He 
said a flood was coming. God 

was pleased with Noah.
Abraham had faith when 

God called him to leave his home. 
Abraham did not know where he was 

going, but he obeyed God. God made 
promises to Abraham, and Abraham believed that 

God was going to keep His promises.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God to give her 

a family even though she was too old to have children. Sarah was 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show pictures: 
Hang pictures of 
people mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 in frames 
around the room, as 
if the kids are sitting 
in the “Hall of Faith.” 
As you tell the story, 
point to each picture.

• Use props: Display 
props to help kids 
remember parts of 
the story. Show a 
stuffed lamb for 
Abel’s offering, a toy 
ark for Noah, a baby 
doll as Sarah and 
Abraham’s promised 
son, a scarf for 
Rahab, a crown for 
David, and so forth.

90 and Abraham was 100 when they had their son Isaac. 
Abraham and Sarah went on to have many descendants. 
God gave them a family as numerous as the stars in the sky.

Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses had faith. Rahab had 
faith when she hid the Israelite spies in Jericho. King 
David had faith too. All of these people trusted God, and 
so did many others. 

Having faith was not easy. Many of these faithful 
people suffered, and they all died before God’s greatest 
promise—the arrival of Jesus—came true, but they 
believed that God had a wonderful plan. God was 
pleased with them because they trusted Him.

Christ Connection: God kept His promise to send the 
Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people from sin. Jesus 
is the true hero of the Bible. He gives us faith. We can look to 
Him because in Him, all of God’s promises will come true.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Hall of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11
STORY POINT: God works mightily through people who have faith in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share who they 
admire and why. 
SAY • We admire a lot of different people. You may admire 

a talented artist or athlete because of their skill and 
dedication. You may admire a family member who 
is older and wiser than you. This week we will learn 
about some people the Bible holds up as examples 
to be admired. There’s a specific trait they shared 
in common that is the reason we can admire them. 
What do you think that trait might be? We’ll learn 
more soon.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Hidden Message” activity page. 
Kids will follow the color by number instructions to reveal a 
key word from today’s session.
SAY • We say faith a lot when talking about the Bible. 

Today we will learn what it means to have faith and 
remember some people who had strong faith.

• “Hidden Message” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Simon says
Select a kid to be It. He will stand at one end of the room 
and issue a series of commands, usually by saying “Simon 
says…” and completing with a command. Kids must obey 
Its commands unless he chooses to issue the command 
without the phrase “Simon says” preceding it. Any kid who 
fails to obey a “Simon says” command or obeys a direct 
command must sit out. Play until only one kid remains. If 
time allows, play again with the previous winner taking the 
role of It.
SAY • In that game, you could choose to obey or disobey 

any of the commands, but you chose to obey the 
Simon commands, and ignore those that Simon 
didn’t say. You had to have faith in the rules of the 
game to have any chance of winning. Today we 
will learn more about faith, and what God can do 
through those who have faith in Him.

OPTION 2: Walk by faith
Set up a simple obstacle course using cones, carpet squares, 
or other items for kids to avoid touching. Form pairs of 
kids. Provide a blindfold to each pair. Allow the pairs to 
choose one kid to wear the blindfold while the other kid 
guides her through the course using only her voice. 
SAY • In that game, you had to trust that your partner was 

going to do his best to guide you the way you should 
go. That’s a kind of faith! Today we will learn about 
the kind of faith that leads people to do incredible 
things with God’s help.

Transition to teach the story

• cones, carpet 
squares, or other 
obstacles

• blindfolds, 1 per pair 
of kids
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire.]
LEADER • Hey there, everyone! Welcome back to our Model 

United Nations. The real United Nations, or UN, is 
an organization of many different nations around the 
world. They send representatives, called delegates, 
to meet and discuss ways to solve different problems 
the world faces. If the UN could do its job perfectly, 
there’d be no more hunger, no more wars, and 
perfect cooperation between nations. 

If that sounds impossible, well, there’s good news 
and bad news. The bad news is those goals are 
impossible for the UN to achieve. The good news 
has two parts. One—God’s plan to send Jesus back 
to earth someday will bring about such a perfect 
world, with no sin, sadness, pain, or death. Two—
God’s power is at work in the lives of people who are 
imperfect to make the world a better place. We don’t 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Hall of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11
STORY POINT: God works mightily through people who have faith in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
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have to be perfect like Jesus to be used by God in 
His amazing plans for the world. All we need to do is 
have faith. In fact, there’s a whole passage in the book 
of Hebrews about people of faith whom God used to 
do incredible things.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into the story, remember the big 
picture question and answer we have been studying. 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue 
sinners. One of the coolest parts about God’s plans 
is that He chooses to use people in them. He doesn’t 
need us; on our own we would be powerless to do 
anything! But when we have faith, God gives us 
power and uses us to do wonderful things.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Three weeks ago, we learned about the spread 

of the gospel from Jews to Gentiles after Peter had a 
vision. He realized that the gospel is for all people. 
Soon after that, Barnabas went to Antioch to 
encourage believers. Other church leaders wrote 
letters to encourage those who had faith. One letter, 
Hebrews, taught us that Jesus, our great High Priest, 
brought a better covenant. This week we will look to 
the Book of Hebrews again to learn about the ways 
God uses people who have faith to do incredible 
things.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Hebrews 11. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “The Hall of Faith.”
LEADER • When God created Adam and Eve, He told them 

to be fruitful and multiply to fill the earth. God’s 
plan has always been to fill the earth with His glory 
by filling it with people who glorify Him. He has 
never needed to use people, but has always chosen us 
as a way to demonstrate His power. By using people 
to do things they could never do on their own, God 
is showing His goodness and power to us all.

It can be tempting while reading the list of faithful 
men and women in Hebrews 11 to think “wow, what 
a bunch of great people.” That is not the message 
we should take away. Each person listed there was a 
sinner, just as you and I are sinners. The reason they 
are listed is their faith in a good God who does good 
things. Everything God does is for His glory and our 
good. God works mightily through people who 
have faith in Him; but it is still God’s work!

Christ connection
LEADER • The gospel has always been God’s plan for the 

world. What is the gospel? The gospel is the good 
news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world 
to rescue sinners. God kept His promise to send 
the Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people 
from sin. Jesus is the true hero of the Bible. He gives 
us faith. We can look to Him because in Him, all of 
God’s promises will come true.

• Bibles
• “The Hall of Faith” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 31, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why we believe in God though 
we cannot see Him. Guide them to discuss ways to show 
their faith this week. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Show the Vintage Church photos and ask 
volunteers to read the captions.
LEADER • We have learned that God works mightily 

through people who have faith in Him. God 
is working through Rob Wilton, his family, and 
the people of Vintage Church. They believe that 
everyone needs to hear about Jesus and have a chance 
to follow Him. Let’s thank God that He is working 
mightily to bring people to faith.

Pray and thank God for working in mighty ways. Pray 
for the ministry of the Wilton family and for the work of 
missionaries your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Chronicles 16:31. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • God is the God of all nations, and someday all 

nations and all of creation will sing His praises. We 
can all rejoice and be glad because Jesus’ work on the 
cross is finished. He made the way for us to be free 
from sin, and when we have faith, He uses us in His 
amazing plans.

• “Unit 31, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Vintage Church 
Photos” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Be Glad 

(1 Chronicles 16:31)” 
song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God works mightily through people who have 
faith in Him. Let’s sing together about how great it 
is to be a part of God’s plan.

Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, we praise You because that is what You 

deserve. All our praise and worship is still only a 
fraction of the worship You deserve. Help us to be 
faithful to You. Use us in Your mighty plans. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Hall of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11
STORY POINT: God works mightily through people who have faith in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Print multiple copies of the key passage poster. Cut them 
apart to form puzzles. Make enough sets so that there is 
one for every four or five kids in your group. Form groups 
of four or five kids and encourage them to work together 
to assemble the puzzles. Then allow volunteers to recite the 
key passage from memory. Thank each kid for his efforts 
and encourage all the kids to continue working to memorize 
the key passage.
SAY • God’s plan all along has been to glorify Himself in all 

the world. We are called to tell the world the message 
of the gospel so that more and more nations will 
rejoice in Him. What is the gospel? The gospel is the 
good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the 
world to rescue sinners.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Hebrews 11. 
Remind the kids that Hebrews is part of the General Letters 
division of the New Testament. Point out that it is located 
right after Philemon and right before James. Explain that 
we don’t know for sure who wrote the Book of Hebrews. 

• Key Passage Poster
• scissors

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What is faith? (being sure that what we hope for will 

happen, Heb. 11:1)
2. What trait tied all the Old Testament heroes 

together? (their faith, Heb. 11)
3. Are faithful people rewarded with happy, easy lives? 

(No, having faith isn’t always easy; Heb. 11:36-37)
4. What is the reward God gives for faith? Guide kids 

to see that God’s rewards are bigger than material 
possessions, fame, glory, or power. Instead, God promises 
eternal life with Him in the perfect world Jesus will 
bring when He returns. 

5. Why is faith important? Help the kids understand that 
faith is the means by which God provides us salvation, 
grows us to be more like Jesus, and works His plans 
through us. 

6. Who are people in your life who have great faith? 
Guide kids to think about the men and women they 
know who have demonstrated great faith. Direct them 
to consider their parents, the pastors and elders of your 
church, and the ministry leaders and volunteers they 
interact with each week.

SAY • God works mightily through people who have faith 
in Him. God uses people even though He doesn’t 
need us. When we have faith, God gives us power 
through the Holy Spirit so that we can be a part 
of His mission to spread the gospel to all nations. 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue 
sinners.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Missions statements
Write each of these statements on a separate piece 

of construction paper: Live the Gospel; Serve the City; Be the 
Church. Tape the signs around the room.
SAY • These three statements are the mission of Vintage 

Church in Pennsylvania. Let’s talk about what these 
statements mean and how we can do each of these 
things.

Distribute sticky notes and ask kids to write some of their 
ideas on the notes and stick it next to the statement. You 
may also do this as a group activity.

As kids walk around the room, remind them that 
God works mightily through people who have faith in 
Him. They too can be in the hall of faith—used by God 
to live out their faith, serve others, and obey what Jesus 
commanded the church to do.

Discuss each statement, letting kids explain what they 
think the statements mean. If you prefer, discuss your own 
church’s vision or mission statement.

OPTION 2: Hero portraits
Provide each kid with a sheet of paper and access to pencils, 
crayons, colored pencils, and markers. Encourage the kids 
to open their Bibles to Hebrews 11, select a person from the 
list of faithful men and women, and draw a portrait of that 
person. On the back of their portrait, ask them to list a few 
traits they admire about that person.
SAY • The hall of faith, as chapter 11 of the Book of 

Hebrews is sometimes called, contains lots of 
examples of people who did amazing things for God. 
They couldn’t have done any of the amazing things 

• construction paper
• pens
• tape
• sticky notes

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• pencils
• crayons, colored 

pencils, and markers
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they did without God’s power doing it through 
them. God works mightily through people who 
have faith in Him. When we have faith, we can trust 
that God will use us in His plans too.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 74

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 82

Easter • Session 2

Easter • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 26–28; John 20

STORY POINT:  
Jesus’ resurrection gives  

true joy to believers.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Chronicles 16:31

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the 

good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world to rescue sinners.

Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection
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5

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are essential to the Christian faith. If 
we teach Jesus as a respected teacher and miracle-worker who claimed to 
be the Messiah and who was crucified on the cross—but who was not 
resurrected—then we are teaching the Jesus of Judaism. If we teach Jesus 
as a wise teacher and prophet who ascended into heaven—but who was 
not crucified—then we are teaching the Jesus of Islam.

Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins. (Matt. 1:21) He died to 
show God’s love to us (Rom. 5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him will 
not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus died so that we would 
be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus died to bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18)

The time between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning must have 
been dark hours for Jesus’ disciples. Fear, doubt, and confusion certainly 
overwhelmed their thoughts. Jesus, their Lord, was dead. He had been 
unjustly arrested, falsely accused, and severely beaten. Even worse, He 
had been killed in a horrible manner: by crucifixion.

The story doesn’t end there. Jesus’ body was laid in a tomb. The tomb 
was sealed and guards watched over it. The Jews remembered Jesus’ claim 
that He would rise from the dead (John 2:19-21), and they made sure no 
one could steal His body and insist He had risen. Imagine their surprise 
when Jesus did rise from the dead!

Jesus’ resurrection gives us joy and hope for our own resurrection. The 
same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life. 
(Rom. 8:11)

As you teach kids this Bible story, emphasize the gospel: the good news 
of who Jesus is and what He has done. We do not worship a dead Savior. 
Jesus is alive! Sadness turns to joy. There is hope for sinners.
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Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28; John 20

Jesus had been arrested and taken to Pilate, the governor. The 
governor’s soldiers put a scarlet robe on Jesus and made a crown of 
thorns and put it on His head. Then they mocked Him: “Here is the 

King of the Jews!” They beat Jesus and led Him away to be 
killed.

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. 
They put a sign above His head that 

said this is jesus, the king of 
the jews. Two criminals were 

crucified next to Him.
Darkness covered the 

land. Jesus cried out, “My 
God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?” Jesus shouted 
again and then He died. 
Suddenly, the curtain in the 
temple sanctuary split in two, 
from top to bottom, and there 

was an earthquake. One of the 
men guarding Jesus’ body said, 

“This man really was God’s Son!”
Jesus was buried in a tomb. A 

stone was sealed in front of the tomb so 
that no one could steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, Mary Magdalene (MAG 
duh leen) and the other Mary went to the tomb. 

Suddenly there was an earthquake. An angel of the Lord rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. The guards were so afraid that they fainted.

The angel spoke to the women, “Don’t be afraid! I know you are 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Use a 
flannelgraph: Use 
pictures on a board 
to tell the story. Find 
find pictures of the 
people and locations 
in the story. Move 
them around as you 
tell the story. 

• Enter the story: 
Tell the Easter story 
as an eyewitness to 
the events, such as 
Mary Magdalene or 
Peter. Convey the 
emotions of sadness 
and excitement as 
you tell the story.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28; John 20

Jesus had been arrested and taken to Pilate, the governor. The 
governor’s soldiers put a scarlet robe on Jesus and made a crown of 
thorns and put it on His head. Then they mocked Him: “Here is the 

King of the Jews!” They beat Jesus and led Him away to be 
killed.

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. 
They put a sign above His head that 

said this is jesus, the king of 
the jews. Two criminals were 

crucified next to Him.
Darkness covered the 

land. Jesus cried out, “My 
God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?” Jesus shouted 
again and then He died. 
Suddenly, the curtain in the 
temple sanctuary split in two, 
from top to bottom, and there 

was an earthquake. One of the 
men guarding Jesus’ body said, 

“This man really was God’s Son!”
Jesus was buried in a tomb. A 

stone was sealed in front of the tomb so 
that no one could steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, Mary Magdalene (MAG 
duh leen) and the other Mary went to the tomb. 

Suddenly there was an earthquake. An angel of the Lord rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. The guards were so afraid that they fainted.

The angel spoke to the women, “Don’t be afraid! I know you are 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Use a 
flannelgraph: Use 
pictures on a board 
to tell the story. Find 
find pictures of the 
people and locations 
in the story. Move 
them around as you 
tell the story. 

• Enter the story: 
Tell the Easter story 
as an eyewitness to 
the events, such as 
Mary Magdalene or 
Peter. Convey the 
emotions of sadness 
and excitement as 
you tell the story.

looking for Jesus. He is not here. He has risen, just like 
He said He would.”

The women left the tomb quickly. They ran to tell the 
disciples the good news. Just then Jesus greeted them. 
The women worshiped Him. “Don’t be afraid,” Jesus 
told them. “Tell My followers to go to Galilee. They will 
see Me there.”

Jesus appeared to Peter and then to the other 
disciples. Jesus also appeared to more than 500 people who 
followed Him. Many people witnessed that Jesus is alive!

Christ Connection: Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center 
of the gospel. Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God 
gives hope and true joy to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28; John 20
STORY POINT: Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they experienced a happy surprise.
SAY • Happy surprises are lots of fun, from receiving a 

wonderful gift you didn’t expect to walking through 
a door to a group of friends shouting “surprise” on 
your birthday. Today we will take a step away from 
the timeline of the Bible to look back on the greatest 
surprise of all time. But the people surprised should 
have known it was coming! What event do you think 
I might be talking about?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Crack the Code” activity page. 
Instruct kids to use the code provided to figure out the 
good news.
SAY • Jesus is alive! His resurrection surprised His followers, 

but it shouldn’t have. He told them in advance that 
He would die and rise again. Jesus didn’t tell them in 
a secret code, He said it plainly and then proved it.

• “Crack the Code” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: A part of the whole
Display a small item that may look unimportant but 
serves a vital role in some kind of device, such as a spring 
from a clothespin, a bobbin from a sewing machine, or a 
rubber gasket from a spray nozzle. Allow the kids to guess 
its function before showing the rest of the device and 
explaining the item’s vital purpose.
SAY • If you only hear the story of Jesus’ death, it might 

not make any sense. How could Jesus be victorious 
if His enemies killed Him? But when we understand 
Jesus’ crucifixion as a part of the whole story of the 
Bible, it, along with the resurrection, allows the rest 
of Scripture to tell God’s beautiful story.

OPTION 2: Roll the stone relay
Form two teams of kids. Instruct the teams to make two 
lines on one side of the room. Set a cone at the far end of 
the room in front of the two teams. Give the first kid in 
each line a playground ball. Each player on the two teams 
must roll the playground ball to the end of the room, 
around the cone, and back. Play continues until a team has 
sent every player down and back with the ball.
SAY • When Jesus rose again, an angel rolled the stone away 

from His tomb. Today we will learn more about why 
Jesus’ death and resurrection are so vital to the story 
God is telling about His desire to glorify Himself and 
save us from sin.

Transition to teach the story

• small part, such as 
a clothespin spring, 
a sewing machine 
bobbin, or a rubber 
gasket from a spray 
nozzle

• playground balls, 2
• cones, 2
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business attire and a national flag pin.]
LEADER • Hey everyone! Welcome back to our Model UN 

pre-meeting. I’m so excited you all have come back. 
For those of you who are new this week, Model UN 
is a fun activity in which students get to pretend they 
are representatives from nations around the world. 
We work together to come up with solutions to 
problems and disagreements between countries. 

We had some awesome developments last week 
that led to a really great idea getting accepted 
unanimously. We were all really happy about it. We 
even went out to celebrate with pizza afterward. 
But as happy as we felt about that successful vote, 
nothing can match the true joy that comes from 
knowing Jesus. 

This week, I want to talk about the central 
story to the whole gospel message. All of the Old 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28; John 20
STORY POINT: Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
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Testament pointed forward to Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection, and everything that happened afterward 
was a direct result of His victory on the cross. Let’s 
talk more about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Our big picture question is, what is the gospel? 
The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners. Jesus rescues 
sinners when they have faith in Him. He lived a 
perfect life, died the death we deserve, and rose from 
the dead. Apart from Jesus, there is no salvation, but 
with Him we can have lasting peace and true joy.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Although we’ve been talking about the early 

church, stories that come from the time after Jesus 
rose and went back to heaven, today, because it 
is Easter, we are going to take a look back at the 
wonderful news that led to the entire start of the 
Christian faith. Our story is called “Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 26–28; John 20. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection.”
LEADER • This story is the center of the Bible’s one story. 

This is like the climax, where everything in the 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion 

and Resurrection” 
video

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
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history of the world turned around. After years and 
years of offering sacrifices for forgiveness of sin, 
Jesus died to be the final and perfect sacrifice. After 
years and years of being separated from God, the 
temple curtain ripped in two to show that we could 
approach God personally. After years and years of 
people being dead in sin, Jesus rose again to bring us 
eternal life with God.

The gospel is absolutely the most important story 
that the world has ever known or will ever know. 
God has been telling it from the very beginning. 
Since before Adam and Eve sinned, God had a plan 
to send a Rescuer. Jesus came, He lived, He died, 
and He is alive again. Because of Jesus, we don’t have 
to fear anything—not even sin or death. We have 
victory because Jesus is victorious. This is the gospel, 
and it is good news. Jesus’ resurrection gives true 
joy to believers.

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose 

again to defeat death. We deserve to die because of 
our sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is 
alive, we do not need to fear anything. Those who 
trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal life, and we 
can joyfully obey Him.

Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the 
gospel. Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! 
God gives hope and true joy to everyone who trusts 
in Jesus.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

78 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Easter • Session 2



Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Easter, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why Jesus’ enemies were able to 
kill Him. Guide them to discuss other times God has used 
something sad, scary, or painful to do something wonderful.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Ask volunteers to read the Wiltons’ prayer requests. 
Show the photo of the Wilton family and direct kids’ 
attention to it while the requests are read. Pause after each 
request and ask for a different volunteer to voice a short 
prayer.
LEADER • The Wiltons believe that Jesus rose from the 

dead and that Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to 
believers. They want to spread joy to others—and 
they believe that kids can do that, too! When we pray 
for missionaries, we are part of the mission of God.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Chronicles 16:31. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • God is the creator of all heaven and earth. That 

is why He is in charge of all things. Jesus is the King 
of kings because He created everything and because 
He conquered death. We worship Him for who He 
is and what He has done. Jesus’ resurrection gives 
true joy to believers.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The more I know about Jesus, the more I want to 
tell the world about His goodness.

• “Easter, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Wilton Prayer 
Requests” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Be Glad 

(1 Chronicles 16:31)” 
song

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for sending Your Son. Thank 

You that He was willing to die the death we deserve. 
Thank You for raising Him from the dead. Help 
us to experience the true joy that only He can give. 
Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28; John 20
STORY POINT: Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Invite volunteers to say the key passage from memory. 
Thank each kid for her efforts and encourage all the kids to 
continue working to memorize the key passage. Challenge 
the kids to work together to write the key passage in reverse 
order, starting with the last word and working their way 
forward without consulting the key passage poster. 
SAY • Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers. He 

reversed the curse of sin and replaced it with the 
blessing of eternal life with God for all those who 
believe the gospel. What is the gospel? The gospel 
is the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into 
the world to rescue sinners.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
Matthew 26–28; John 20. Remind the kids that Matthew 
and John are both in the Gospels division of the New 
Testament. Ask a volunteer to summarize what that division 
contains. (stories of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection) Explain 
that Matthew is the first book in the New Testament, and 
John is the fourth.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• pencils

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Jesus pray in the garden? (He asked God 

for another way to save people, but agreed to obey God’s 
plan; Matt. 26:39)

2. How did Jesus die? (He was crucified—hung on a 
cross; Matt. 27:33-50)

3. What did the women find on the third day? 
(an empty tomb and an angel who said Jesus rose, 
Matt. 28:5-6)

4. Why is it important that Jesus really died? Guide 
kids to understand that God demands a sacrifice for sin. 
Because we are sinners, we deserve death. If there were 
no sacrifice, God would not be perfectly just. Jesus had 
to die for us to be forgiven. (See Heb. 9:22; Rom. 6:23; 
and 2 Cor. 5:21.)

5. Why is it important that Jesus rose to life? Help kids 
see that Jesus’ rising again was proof that His sacrifice 
was enough. He rose again to prove that sin and death 
were totally defeated. We have victory in Christ. (See 
1 Cor. 15:12-22.)

6. How does Jesus’ resurrection give us joy? Help the 
kids think through the hope we have for the future. 
Remind them that because of Jesus’ resurrection, there is 
no suffering we can face that could ever take away our 
salvation. The worst that could happen to us in life is 
still outweighed by the wonderful nature of God’s mercy 
and grace toward us.

SAY • Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers. When 
we have faith in Jesus, we are credited with His 
righteousness and all our sins are forgiven. We can 
then walk in victory over sin, knowing that we will 
spend eternity with God.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Hot potato
Invite kids to sit in a circle and play a simple game 

of hot potato. Direct kids to pass the ball around the circle 
as you play music. 

Randomly pause the music. Give the kid with the ball 
the opportunity to share one fact she has learned about 
missions in this unit or one way that she can be on mission 
right where she is. Play several rounds as time allows.
SAY • Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we have a 

wonderful message to tell others. What is the gospel? 
The gospel is the good news that God sent His Son, 
Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners. Sharing the 
gospel is an important part of being the church. And 
you are an important part of our church!

OPTION 2: He’s alive! 
Provide each kid with a palm-sized stone. Help the kids to 
write Jesus is alive! on the stones in marker. You may provide 
decoupage paste and brushes as well as various art supplies 
and decorations to allow the kids to decorate their rocks. 
Encourage the kids to take their rocks home to display 
somewhere to help them remember the good news of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.
SAY • Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers. When 

we have faith in Him, we are saved from sin and 
gain eternal life with God. This has been God’s plan 
all along. Whenever we feel sad, scared, lonely, or 
upset, we can remember the love Jesus showed for 
us on the cross, and the victory he won through His 
resurrection. The gospel is a comfort to all people 
who believe. What is the gospel? The gospel is the 

• foam ball
• music

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• palm-sized stones
• markers
• decoupage paste 

(optional)
• paintbrushes 

(optional)
• various art supplies 

and decorations 
(optional)
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good new that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the 
world to rescue sinners. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Key Passage: 
Matthew 28:19-20

Big Picture Question: 
What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Session 1:
Peter Escaped from Prison
Acts 12
Story Point: 
God rescued Peter from prison.

Session 2: 
Paul’s First Journey
Acts 13–14
Story Point: 
Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.

Session 3:
The Church Divided
1 Corinthians 1–6
Story Point: 
The gospel unites all kinds of people in love.

Unit 32: Making Disciples

Session 1:
Peter Escaped from Prison
Acts 12
Story Point: God rescued Peter 
from prison.

Session 2: 
Paul’s First Journey
Acts 13–14
Story Point: Paul and Barnabas 
told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.

Session 3:
The Church Divided
1 Corinthians 1–6
Story Point: The gospel unites all 
kinds of people in love.

Session 4:
Letters to Church Leaders
1–2 Timothy; Titus
Story Point: Paul told church 
leaders to trust and obey God.

Unit Description:
In the Great Commission, Jesus commanded His followers to make disciples 
of all nations. Early church leaders made disciples by sharing the gospel, 
baptizing new believers, and teaching them to obey Jesus. Our mission as 
Christians is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key Passage: 
Matthew 28:19-20

Big Picture Question: 
What is our mission as Christians? Our 
mission is to make disciples of all nations by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Session 4:
Letters to Church Leaders
1–2 Timothy; Titus
Story Point: 
Paul told church leaders to trust and obey God.

Session 5:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Session 6:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Letters to Church Leaders 
Paul told church leaders to trust and 
obey God.

The Church Divided 
The gospel unites all kinds of people in 
love.

Paul’s First Journey
Paul and Barnabas told Jews and 
Gentiles about Jesus.

Peter Escaped from Prison
God rescued Peter from prison.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 92

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 94

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

Unit 32 • Session 1

Unit 32 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 12

STORY POINT:  
God rescued Peter from prison.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Matthew 28:19-20

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is our mission as Christians? Our 

mission is to make disciples of all nations 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Peter Escaped  
from Prison
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1

Unit 32 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
Peter had witnessed the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Gentile believers. 
God made it clear: the gospel is for all because Jesus is Lord of all. Peter 
returned to Jerusalem and told the believers there what had happened. 
At this time, other believers who had scattered amid persecution were 
preaching the gospel. By God’s grace, people believed and the church grew.

Before long, King Herod Agrippa attacked the believers. He arrested Peter 
and killed James, the brother of John. Herod put Peter in prison and 
planned to kill him too.

While Peter was in prison, the other believers prayed earnestly for him. 
God answered their prayers. Guided by an angel late one night, Peter 
walked right out of the prison. He escaped to the house of Mary and told 
the believers gathered there what God had done. Then Peter left Jerusalem 
for a while because his life was in danger.

Consider emphasizing one or more of the following points as you teach 
this Bible story. First, prayer is powerful. God answered the people’s 
prayers for Peter. When we pray, God hears us, and we can trust that He is 
good and will act according to His will. Prayer shouldn’t be a last resort for 
people who feel powerless about their circumstances. Prayer is powerful; 
we can call on the Lord of the universe at any time!

Second, God is in control. God had a plan for Peter and the church. Herod 
couldn’t stop God’s plan. God rescued Peter from his enemies. Even when 
our own plans fall apart, God is in control. 

Finally, following Jesus is risky—but worth it. Peter knew he would face 
death because He believed in Jesus. Many believers were killed because 
of their faith. But Peter didn’t hide or give up. He kept going so he could 
share the good news of the gospel. Jesus is worth living—and dying—for.
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Peter Escaped from Prison
Acts 12

King Herod Agrippa was persecuting believers in the church. He 
killed James, one of Jesus’ disciples. When the king saw how happy this 
made the Jews, he arrested Peter too. The king put Peter into prison 

and assigned groups of soldiers to keep guard. While Peter 
was in prison, other believers in the church 

prayed and asked God to help him.
The king planned for Peter to 
be killed. The night before his 

execution, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers. He was 
in chains, and other soldiers 
stood guard at the gate of the 
prison. All of a sudden, an 
angel of the Lord appeared 
and a bright light shone in 
Peter’s prison cell.

The angel struck Peter 
on the side and woke him 

up. “Quick, get up!” the angel 
said. The chains fell off of 

Peter’s wrists. The angel told Peter 
to get dressed, so Peter put on his 

sandals and his cloak. Then he followed 
the angel. Peter wasn’t sure what was 

happening; he thought he was seeing a vision.
The angel led Peter out of the prison, past the 

guards, through the gate, and onto the streets. Then the angel left. 
When Peter looked around, he realized the Lord had rescued him 
from prison and from certain death!

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use lighting 
effects: Dim the 
lights to simulate 
Peter’s dark prison 
cell. At the right 
time, shine a bright 
flashlight or turn 
on the lights as the 
angel appeared.

•  Vary your 
voice: Speak 
softly to draw kids 
in. Speak urgently 
as the angel may 
have done. Speak 
hurriedly like Rhoda 
and with awe like 
Peter.

The BIBLE Story
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Peter Escaped from Prison
Acts 12

King Herod Agrippa was persecuting believers in the church. He 
killed James, one of Jesus’ disciples. When the king saw how happy this 
made the Jews, he arrested Peter too. The king put Peter into prison 

and assigned groups of soldiers to keep guard. While Peter 
was in prison, other believers in the church 

prayed and asked God to help him.
The king planned for Peter to 
be killed. The night before his 

execution, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers. He was 
in chains, and other soldiers 
stood guard at the gate of the 
prison. All of a sudden, an 
angel of the Lord appeared 
and a bright light shone in 
Peter’s prison cell.

The angel struck Peter 
on the side and woke him 

up. “Quick, get up!” the angel 
said. The chains fell off of 

Peter’s wrists. The angel told Peter 
to get dressed, so Peter put on his 

sandals and his cloak. Then he followed 
the angel. Peter wasn’t sure what was 

happening; he thought he was seeing a vision.
The angel led Peter out of the prison, past the 

guards, through the gate, and onto the streets. Then the angel left. 
When Peter looked around, he realized the Lord had rescued him 
from prison and from certain death!

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use lighting 
effects: Dim the 
lights to simulate 
Peter’s dark prison 
cell. At the right 
time, shine a bright 
flashlight or turn 
on the lights as the 
angel appeared.

•  Vary your 
voice: Speak 
softly to draw kids 
in. Speak urgently 
as the angel may 
have done. Speak 
hurriedly like Rhoda 
and with awe like 
Peter.

Peter hurried to the house of Mary, the mother of John 
Mark, where the believers had gathered to pray. When 
Peter knocked at the door, a servant named Rhoda 
answered. She heard Peter’s voice and she was so happy 
she rushed back inside, leaving Peter standing outside. 
“Peter is here! He is at the door!” she announced.

But the others didn’t believe her. “You’re crazy!” they 
said. Peter kept knocking, and when they opened the 
door, they could hardly believe it. Peter motioned to 
them to be quiet, and he told them how the Lord had 
rescued him from prison.

“Tell James, Jesus’ half-brother, and the other brothers 
about this,” Peter said. Then he left. When the sun came 
up, the soldiers at the prison couldn’t figure out what 
happened to Peter, and the king punished the soldiers 
because Peter had escaped.

Christ Connection: God answered the people’s prayers for 
Peter. God had a plan for Peter and the church, and He rescued 
Peter from his enemies. Peter knew he would face death because 
he believed in Jesus, but he kept going so he could share the 
good news of the gospel.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Escaped from Prison
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 12
STORY POINT: God rescued Peter from prison.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss times that 
someone didn’t believe they were telling the truth. 
SAY • It can be so frustrating when people won’t believe 

you! In today’s story, something truly amazing 
happened to Peter. Listen closely during our Bible 
Story time to find out who had a hard time believing 
the truth.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Prison Break” activity page. 
Kids will find the path through the maze and place the 
letters in the order they encountered them on that path.
SAY • The church helped Peter escape from prison by 

praying for him. If it sounds like prayer wouldn’t 
help, just wait till you hear the story! Prayer is the 
most powerful tool believers have to help us work 
out God’s plans in the world.

• “Prison Break” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: True or false
Ask for volunteers to come up to the front of the group, one 
by one, to make two statements. One statement needs to be 
true, and one needs to be false. Ask the children listening to 
raise a hand if they think the first statement was true, then 
raise a hand if they think the second statement was true. 
Reveal the correct answer, and congratulate the children 
who identified the truth. 
SAY • We can often be confused by what is true and what is 

false. One thing we never have to be confused about 
is that God’s Word is always true. We can trust God’s 
promises in the Bible.

OPTION 2: Magnet maze
Draw a simple maze or path on cardstock and make copies, 
one for every pair of kids. Invite the children to choose a 
partner. One child should hold the paper flat out front, 
with one hand on each end to hold it steady. The other 
child should place a magnet at the beginning of the maze or 
path. Then place the other magnet under the paper in the 
same place. See if the child can move the top magnet along 
the maze or path by guiding the magnet under the paper. 
Allow children to switch positions after a few minutes. 
SAY • Just like the unseen magnet under the paper was the 

source of power, God is the source of power in our 
story. Listen carefully to hear what amazing things 
God did for Peter.

Transition to teach the story

• marker
• cardstock
• magnets, 1 per kid
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room 
to look like the headquarters of a secret government agency. 
Paint large RADAR screens on foam board, hang a world 
map, and place pins connected by colored string on various 
large cities on the map. Arrange kids’ spy toys such as a 
parabolic microphone or green flashlight goggles on a table, 
or hang them from a peg board. You may display the theme 
background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a dark suit and sunglasses.]
LEADER • Hello agents, I’m glad you could—hang on! You 

aren’t my crack team of secret agents. How did you 
kids get in here? I guess it doesn’t matter now, as 
you are already here. I need you all to promise you 
won’t tell anyone about our secret headquarters. This 
is the room from which we plan all kinds of special 
operations. I can’t really tell you any more than that, 
so instead, how about I tell you about a very public 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Escaped from Prison
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 12
STORY POINT: God rescued Peter from prison.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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mission that isn’t a secret at all? I’m talking about the 
mission of Christians.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • I know what you are thinking, What is our 
mission as Christians? And don’t worry, I’ll tell you. 
Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. That means that we 
go all over the place, and we tell people about Jesus. 
We invite them to trust in His death and resurrection 
so they can be saved by faith. Then we train them to 
help us keep spreading the gospel to new people in 
new places.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Before Jesus went back to heaven, He told 

His disciples about their mission. Soon after Jesus 
ascended—went up to heaven—He sent the Holy 
Spirit to live in the disciples and help them to 
complete the mission. We’ve talked about some of 
the problems they faced, and learned a lot of the 
things the apostles wrote about to help the church 
live out the mission well. Every time the enemies of 
God tried to top the mission, God had other plans. 
Let’s hear more.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 12. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Peter Escaped from Prison.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Peter Escaped from 

Prison” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • Isn’t that amazing? God sent an angel to Peter, 
and he just walked right out of prison past two sets 
of guards. The Bible says the gate to the city even 
opened by itself! Now that’s some amazing power! 
Isn’t God awesome? It’s no wonder Peter thought 
it was a vision or a dream. How could it really be 
happening? But it was. God heard the prayers of the 
church, and He still had big plans for Peter’s life. 
Peter needed a miracle to escape before the king 
could kill him the next morning. 

Miracles aren’t a problem for God. The Bible is full 
of His miracles—things that happened that can only 
be explained by God’s power. God is never too early 
and He’s never too late. God rescued Peter from 
prison, and He made sure that there was no other 
way to explain Peter’s escape except that it was God’s 
power. Because the Bible says that the church was 
gathered that night, still praying for Peter, we know 
they had faith in God. They trusted that God could 
free Peter, even if they had trouble believing it when 
Peter showed up at their door. I have a feeling that 
was a night none of them ever forgot.

Christ connection
LEADER • Up until the moment the angel came to Peter’s 

prison cell, Peter didn’t know how God would 
answer his prayers. He knew there was a strong 
chance he would die, just like James had died. But 
Peter was not afraid the share the gospel of Jesus. 
Peter knew God’s plans were always for the best, 
even if it meant it was time for him to die. But in 
this case, God was not done with Peter’s life. He 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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miraculously rescued Peter from his enemies so Peter 
could continue to share the good news of the gospel. 
We need to pray that we will be like Peter, not afraid 
to share the gospel no matter what happens to us.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 32, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about the different ways God might 
answer our prayer requests. Guide them to discuss times 
when what is best for us may be different from what we 
want from God.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • When we read in the Bible that God 
rescued Peter from prison, we know that God can 
do amazing miracles. We see God do great things, 
when we look to Him and His power.

Missionaries learn to rely on God’s power and 
expect Him to do great things. Let’s learn more about 
a missionary in Toronto, Canada, who is seeing God 
do amazing work.

Play the missions video. Ask kids about the different 
cultures they saw in Toronto. Take time to pray for the 
Fasolinos in Toronto and for any missionaries your church 
supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Matthew 28:19-20. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • This key passage is often called the Great 

Commission. After Jesus rose from the dead, and 

• “Unit 32, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “The Fasolinos” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am With 

You Always 
(Matthew 28:19-20)” 
song
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before He returned to heaven, He gave this mission 
to His disciples. And it’s the same mission we have 
today! What is our mission as Christians? Our 
mission is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • As we study God’s Word and learn more about 
Him, it’s important to use that new knowledge to 
spread the good news of Jesus. That’s our mission!

Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, give us courage to live on mission. Help 

us to pray for boldness and trust the answers You 
give. Help us to love You more each day, with a 
love that causes us to obey Your perfect commands. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Peter Escaped from Prison
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 12
STORY POINT: God rescued Peter from prison.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, write the key passage on a dry erase board or 
chalkboard. Make sure each word is spaced so that you will 
be able to cover one or two words with sticky notes. 

Shine a flashlight on the words of the verse as the 
children read it out loud together. Then cover one or two 
words with sticky notes. Lead the kids to say it again, 
covering more words with each time until the key passage is 
completely covered.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God has a plan 

and invites us to be a part of that plan. What is our 
mission as Christians? Our mission is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Nothing, not even a prison cell and chains, 
will stop God’s plan to reach the world with the 
message of the gospel. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 12. 
Explain that Acts is the History division of the New 
Testament. It is called Acts because it tells of the acts, or 
deeds, that the Holy Spirit did through the apostles.

• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board or 

chalkboard
• marker or chalk
• sticky notes
• flashlight

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why was Peter arrested? (Herod was persecuting 

Christians; Acts 12:1-4)
2. How did the church respond to Peter’s 

imprisonment? (by praying for him, Acts 12:5)
3. How did the church respond to Peter’s escape? (with 

joy and amazement, Acts 12:14-16)
4. Have you ever been mistreated because of your belief 

in Jesus? Guide kids to discuss the kinds of mistreatment 
they may face, such as bullying, teasing, or being 
excluded from activities. 

5. How do you think we should respond if we are 
mistreated? Help kids think through appropriate ways 
to respond to mistreatment. Point them back to the 
Bible story, reminding them that Peter didn’t try to fight 
his way out of prison. The church did not try to break 
Peter out either. They prayed and trusted God.

6. What are ways God can use our hard times to bless 
us and glorify Himself? Guide kids to think about the 
qualities God may develop in us through trials, such 
as patience, endurance, and compassion for others who 
are suffering. Help them think about the importance of 
trusting God’s plans even when life is scary or difficult.

SAY • God rescued Peter from prison, but not every 
person will be rescued from hard times. Jesus 
promised that we would face persecution, and even 
when God doesn’t rescue us from mistreatment, we 
can know that His plans are for His glory and our 
good. He is trustworthy and loves us. That means 
that no matter what difficult times we may face, 
God will always use it for good, even when we don’t 
understand exactly how.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Tip: If any kid 
discloses abuse 
or neglect, report 
to the proper 
authorities 
according to the 
laws where you live 
and your ministry’s 
policies.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Culture creators
SAY • J.D. and Andreina Fasolino are from 

Venezuela. The culture there is different from the 
culture in Toronto, Canada, where their family lives 
now. Even in Toronto, the Fasolinos speak Spanish at 
home. Missionaries learn to blend their cultures.

Form two groups. Challenge each group to imagine a 
pretend country. Encourage them to write down some 
things that characterize their country’s culture. Prompt 
them with the following questions: How do the people in 
your country greet each other? What is considered bad manners? 
How do most people get around? What is a typical house 
like? What are the schools like? What kinds of foods are most 
popular? What language do they speak?

Ask each group to share about its new country. Then 
discuss how the people of one country might struggle if 
they visited the other country. (Example: Bowing might be 
a greeting in one country, but it might be considered bad 
manners in another country!)
SAY • Missionaries who move to a new country have to 

get used to new cultures. What is our mission as 
Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

OPTION 2: Escape the guards
Select one child to be Peter and at least four children to be 
guards to stand in front of Peter. The rest of the children 
should stand on the other side of the room to represent the 
church praying for Peter. While the guards close their eyes, 
Peter should try to quietly walk around them to escape to 
the church. But if a guard hears Peter, the guard should 

• paper
• pencil

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.
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open his or her eyes and tag the child, putting Peter back in 
prison. Allow the child to try to escape two or three times, 
then switch roles so other children can try. 
SAY • As much as Peter wanted to get out of prison, He 

couldn’t do it on his own or in his own strength. 
Only with God’s help and God’s power was Peter 
able to escape the guards and be rescued from prison. 
God answered the prayers of the church because God 
still had big plans for Peter’s life.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 108

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 110

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 116

Unit 32 • Session 2

Unit 32 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 13–14

STORY POINT:  
Paul and Barnabas told Jews and 

Gentiles about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Matthew 28:19-20

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is our mission as Christians? Our 

mission is to make disciples of all nations 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul’s First 
Journey
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2

LEADER Bible Study
Jesus’ followers preached the gospel in Jerusalem, and the good news 
spread to places like Judea and Samaria. More and more people believed, 
and new churches began as both Jews and Gentiles began to follow Jesus.

Barnabas went to Antioch—a city about 300 miles north of Jerusalem—
where he brought Paul to help teach the believers. The church in Antioch 
grew.
 
The Holy Spirit told the believers at the church in Antioch to send out 
Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel. The church obeyed, and Paul and 
Barnabas traveled to several cities and all over the island of Cyprus, telling 
both Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.

Consider Paul—once a devoted persecutor of Christians—now a Christian 
missionary, devoted to obeying God’s call to go and tell others the good 
news about Jesus. This was Paul’s first missionary journey, and it wasn’t 
easy. Paul and Barnabas faced rejection in every place that they traveled. 
Some of the people believed, but some of them were angry. Many people 
rejected the truth about Jesus. In some places, the Jews made plans to kill 
Paul.

Paul and Barnabas never softened their message or abandoned their 
mission. In Lystra, Paul healed a man, and when the witnesses to this 
miracle began to worship Paul and Barnabas, the two men emphatically 
gave credit to the one true God. When Paul’s enemies attacked him and 
left him for dead, Paul continued on. Paul and Barnabas shared the gospel 
in Derbe (DUHR bih), and many people believed.

The Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles about 
Jesus. If Paul had not taken the gospel to the Gentiles, many of us would 
probably not be believers today. God uses people to tell others about Jesus 
so that people all over the world can be saved.
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Paul’s First Journey
Acts 13–14

Saul, who was also known by his Roman name, Paul, was with the 
church in Antioch. The Holy Spirit chose Paul and another believer, 
Barnabas, for a special work. So they obeyed and left Antioch. God 

led Paul and Barnabas to tell the good news about Jesus 
to not only the Jews, but the Gentiles—or 

people who were not Jews.
Paul and Barnabas traveled to 
Lystra (LISS truh). Paul healed a 

man there who had never been 
able to walk. The people saw 
what Paul had done, and they 
thought Paul and Barnabas 
were gods! They began to 
worship them, but Paul and 
Barnabas tore their clothes 
and shouted, “No! We are 
not gods. We are men just like 
you! We want to tell you the 

good news of God.”
Then some people showed 

up from Antioch and Iconium 
(igh KOH nih uhm), cities where 

Paul and Barnabas had preached 
about Jesus. These people caused trouble 

so that the people in Lystra turned against 
Paul and Barnabas too. They threw stones at Paul 

and dragged him out of the city. They thought he was dead, but the 
believers in Lystra gathered around Paul, and he got up.

The next day, Paul and Barnabas went to the city of Derbe 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show a map: 
Display a map of 
Paul’s first missionary 
journey and point to 
the places he went as 
you tell the story.

• Move around: 
Hang signs around 
the room for each 
location in Paul’s 
journey. As you get 
to that point in the 
story, move to the 
appropriate sign.

The BIBLE Story
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Paul’s First Journey
Acts 13–14

Saul, who was also known by his Roman name, Paul, was with the 
church in Antioch. The Holy Spirit chose Paul and another believer, 
Barnabas, for a special work. So they obeyed and left Antioch. God 

led Paul and Barnabas to tell the good news about Jesus 
to not only the Jews, but the Gentiles—or 

people who were not Jews.
Paul and Barnabas traveled to 
Lystra (LISS truh). Paul healed a 

man there who had never been 
able to walk. The people saw 
what Paul had done, and they 
thought Paul and Barnabas 
were gods! They began to 
worship them, but Paul and 
Barnabas tore their clothes 
and shouted, “No! We are 
not gods. We are men just like 
you! We want to tell you the 

good news of God.”
Then some people showed 

up from Antioch and Iconium 
(igh KOH nih uhm), cities where 

Paul and Barnabas had preached 
about Jesus. These people caused trouble 

so that the people in Lystra turned against 
Paul and Barnabas too. They threw stones at Paul 

and dragged him out of the city. They thought he was dead, but the 
believers in Lystra gathered around Paul, and he got up.

The next day, Paul and Barnabas went to the city of Derbe 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show a map: 
Display a map of 
Paul’s first missionary 
journey and point to 
the places he went as 
you tell the story.

• Move around: 
Hang signs around 
the room for each 
location in Paul’s 
journey. As you get 
to that point in the 
story, move to the 
appropriate sign.

(DUHR bih). They told people there about Jesus, and 
many people believed. Then Paul and Barnabas went 
back to Lystra and to Iconium. They encouraged the 
believers there to continue in the faith. They told the 
believers that they would face suffering because they 
believed in Jesus. Paul and Barnabas also chose leaders for 
the churches.

Christ Connection: Many people rejected the good news 
about Jesus, but God had a plan for Paul to share the gospel 
with Gentiles, no matter what troubles he faced. Many believed 
in Jesus. The church grew and the gospel spread so that people 
all over the world could be saved from their sin by trusting 
in Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s First Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 13–14
STORY POINT: Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they were entrusted with a special task, such as being a line 
leader or passing out papers for a teacher.
SAY • If you are ever entrusted with a special task, it 

probably makes you feel good. We enjoy knowing 
that our leaders trust us to also be leaders. Today 
we will hear about Paul, who God had chosen for a 
special leadership role in the church. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Church Search” activity page. 
Instruct the kids to find hidden in the grid of letters the 
names of the places Paul went and the people groups he 
preached to. 
SAY • Paul went to many cities and preached to Jews and 

Gentiles. He wanted everyone to know about Jesus, 
so he traveled all over the place and told all kinds of 
people the same good news: Jesus died for sin and 
rose from the dead.

• “Church Search” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Follow-the-leader
Instruct the kids to form a single-file line. The first kid 
in line will walk around the room making noises, special 
motions, or silly walks. Each kid behind her will mimic her 
motions and sounds. Every few minutes, rotate the leader. 
Play as time allows. 
SAY • That was a fun game. Today we will talk about Paul, 

who followed Jesus and traveled all over telling other 
people about Him. He wanted them to follow Jesus 
too.

OPTION 2: Obstacle course
Set up a multi-stage obstacle course. Consider using 
cones for kids to weave between, a table to crawl under, 
a playground ball to bounce three times, and something 
to jump over. Use a stopwatch to time each kid as he goes 
through the course. 
SAY • Each of those obstacles slowed down your progress 

of getting to the other side. Today we will talk about 
a man named Paul who faced many obstacles as he 
traveled around telling people about Jesus.

Transition to teach the story

• various obstacles, 
such as cones, a 
table, playground 
balls, and something 
to jump over

• stopwatch
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a dark suit and sunglasses.]
LEADER • Welcome back to the secret headquarters. Did 

any of you tell your friends about this place? We have 
a lot of super secret plans to work out, and our plans 
might fall apart if too many people catch peeks of 
our spy gear. 

Unlike the kind of missions we do here, the 
mission of the church isn’t a secret at all. But there 
are some ways the two are similar. For example, 
just as a spy can’t really be effective in her mission 
without the right spy gear equipping her, a person 
without the power of the Holy Spirit can’t really 
be effective in her mission of spreading the gospel. 
The church is also similar to a spy agency because 
both should welcome all kinds of people. If all spies 
looked and acted and spoke exactly the same, it’d be 
hard to blend in to certain environments. The church 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s First Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 13–14
STORY POINT: Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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is also made of all kinds of people, and that diversity 
is a huge strength that God built right into the 
church. Today, let’s hear a story about two men who 
were willing to cross all kinds of cultural barriers to 
spread the good news of Jesus.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Before we get too far into the story though, let’s 
review the big picture question and answer. What is 
our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Our purpose is to glorify God by spreading 
the news of His glory and love. We do that by 
reaching people of all nations, and we are able to do 
that by the power of God through the Holy Spirit in 
us. That’s why we are here on earth!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Last week we learned about Peter’s escape from 

prison. It wasn’t the result of a super great plan the 
church carried out. God rescued Peter from prison. 
God still had plans for Peter, and since nothing can 
stop God’s plans, nothing could prevent God from 
getting Peter out of prison. This week, we will look 
at another part of God’s plan that involved Paul. 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 13–14. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul’s First Journey.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Paul’s First Journey” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • Jesus was a Jewish man born in Israel, and His 
disciples were mostly Jews living in Israel. In fact, the 
early church was almost entirely made up of Jewish 
people living in—you guessed it, Israel! However, 
God’s plan was never to have a church of one kind 
of person living in one area of the world. God is the 
God of all creation, and His plan involves saving 
people of all nations from sin. So eventually some 
Christians had to take the gospel to the Gentiles! 
Paul was one of the men God chose for this job.

Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about 
Jesus. Just as many of the Jews hated those who 
preached about Jesus, many of the Gentiles hated 
Paul and Barnabas. Some liked the miracles the Holy 
Spirit worked through them but thought they were 
gods! 

The Holy Spirit gave Paul and Barnabas power to 
do wonderful things as well as wisdom to know how 
to respond. They were never alone in the mission; 
they had God with them the whole time. It’s the 
same for us. God will be with us and help us to live 
for His glory. We can live boldly on mission because 
of God. What is our mission as Christians? Our 
mission is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Christ connection
LEADER • Many people rejected the good news about Jesus, 

but God had a plan for Paul to share the gospel with 
Gentiles, no matter what troubles Paul faced. Many 
believed in Jesus. The church grew and the gospel 
spread so that people all over the world could be 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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saved from their sin by trusting in Jesus.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 32, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about people they know who don’t 
believe in Jesus. Guide them to discuss how to show love to 
unbelievers.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Ask a volunteer to hold the Fasolino family photos. 
Distribute captions to other volunteers to read aloud. 
LEADER • What is our mission as Christians? Our 

mission is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In Toronto, the Fasolinos 
meet people from all over the world. Their church 
is Spanish-speaking, but they tell anyone who will 
listen about Jesus. In the Bible, followers of Jesus told 
many people the good news. Paul and Barnabas 
told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Matthew 28:19-20. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • The Great Commission was one of the last major 

commands that Jesus gave to His disciples before 
returning to heaven. It’s a big job too! Thankfully, 
Jesus knew we would need help, and God’s plan all 
along was to send the Holy Spirit to give us power, 
courage, and wisdom to obey God. 

• “Unit 32, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Fasolino Family 
Photos” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am With 

You Always 
(Matthew 28:19-20)” 
song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • One of the best parts about our mission as 
believers is the hope we get to offer to sinners who 
need hope. All of us are dead in sin. We are broken 
and can only be repaired by Jesus’ love. Let’s sing 
about that right now.

Sing together “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for loving all of us regardless 

of our background, nationality, skin color, language, 
or any other trait we possess. Thank You that Your 
plan isn’t just for a few people, but for all people who 
have faith in Jesus. Give us the power, wisdom, and 
courage we need to live on mission for Your glory. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Come, Ye Sinners, 
Poor and Needy” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s First Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 13–14
STORY POINT: Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word of the key passage on separate bits of 
masking tape and put each bit of tape onto a separate 
domino. Allow the kids to set up the dominoes on end in 
order while reciting the key passage. Then select a kid to 
knock over the first domino, causing all of them to fall in 
order. If time allow, reset the dominoes and allow other kids 
to knock them down.
SAY • This key passage comes from the end of the Gospel 

of Matthew. This passage is often called the “Great 
Commission.” This is basically the last command 
Jesus gave His disciples before returning to heaven. 
Jesus told His disciples to go into the whole world to 
spread the gospel and teach people how to obey God. 
This is our mission as believers still today.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Acts 13–14. 
Remind the kids that Acts is the only book in the History 
division of the New Testament. It was written by Luke and 
picks up after the Book of Luke ends. It tells about the 
actions of the first disciples and how the early church grew.

• Key Passage Poster
• masking tape
• marker
• dominoes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)

116 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 32 • Session 2



Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who decided that Paul and Barnabas should go on a 

missionary journey? (the Holy Spirit, Acts 13:2)
2. How did they people of Lystra react to Paul and 

Barnabas at first? (They worshiped Paul and Barnabas 
as gods, Acts 14:11-13)

3. What did Paul and Barnabas do everywhere they 
went? (preached the gospel, Acts 13:38,49; 14:1)

4. How should we react to those who reject Jesus? 
Guide kids to see that Paul and Barnabas preached to 
the Gentiles when the Jews rejected their message. Help 
kids understand that we are called to love everyone, 
even our enemies, but that when people reject the gospel, 
we can simply share with others, instead of taking it 
personally.

5. Who will accept and who will reject the gospel? Lead 
kids to realize that we cannot know who will accept the 
gospel and who will reject it. That is part of the reason 
it is so important to share the gospel with everyone we 
meet. Only God knows who will and will not believe, 
and it’s not our job to cause people to believe, only to tell 
them the truth so they have the chance to.

6. What should we do if we are nervous or afraid to 
share the gospel? Guide the kids to see that Paul and 
Barnabas preached no matter what hard times they 
faced. They were set apart for the work, and they prayed, 
worshiped God and fasted before going out. We too can 
prepare for life on mission by praying, worshiping God, 
studying His Word, and fasting.

SAY • Paul and Barnabas told Jews and Gentiles about 
Jesus no matter what trials they faced. And with the 
Holy Spirit’s power, we can boldly share the gospel.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: A taste of Toronto
Set up snack stations of different international 

foods. Consider cooked macaroni noodles (Italy), rice 
crackers (China), maple cookies (Canada), soft pretzels 
(Germany), and corn tortillas (Mexico).
SAY • In Toronto, the Fasolinos have discovered many 

different cultures and many different foods. Let’s 
pretend to walk around Toronto and taste some of 
the different foods in the city.

Invite kids to move as a group from station to station 
tasting the snacks. Tell them what country each snack 
represents.
SAY • Getting used to new foods is part of meeting people 

from different places. We can be willing to go 
wherever God asks us to go and tell all people about 
Jesus. What is our mission as Christians? Our 
mission is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

OPTION 2: Going on a missions trip
Invite kids to sit in a circle. Lead the kids in a simple 
rhythm: tapping your legs twice, clapping twice, and then 
saying “I’m going on a missions trip,” coaxing the kids to 
repeat after you. After saying this, continue the rhythm and 
say “I’m going to bring a …” and finish the sentence by 
saying something you would bring with you, like a Bible. 

The game will continue and each kid will take a turn 
saying what he would bring on a missions trip. For an 
added challenge, do not allow kids to repeat items or insist 
that each kid’s item start with the same first letter as her 
name.

• Allergy Alert
• paper plates
• cooked macaroni 

noodles
• rice crackers
• maple cookies
• soft pretzels
• corn tortillas
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SAY • Many different things can be useful on a missions 
trip. You might bring extra clothing, special gear to 
access hard to reach people groups, or snacks to eat 
on the way. But you should also bring your Bible and 
other believers to help you share the gospel. 

Believers go on missions trips to obey the Great 
Commission. We want to tell everyone about Jesus 
and teach them how to love and obey Him. Our 
hope is that everyone hears the gospel and trusts 
Jesus to save them from sin.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.

119Making Disciples



Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 124

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 126

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 132

Unit 32 • Session 3

Unit 32 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 Corinthians 1–6

STORY POINT:  
The gospel unites all  

kinds of people in love.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Matthew 28:19-20

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is our mission as Christians? Our 

mission is to make disciples of all nations 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Church 
Divided
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3

LEADER Bible Study
In the first century, Corinth was an important destination in the Roman 
Empire. The city was located on a narrow area of land connecting the 
southern end of the Greek peninsula with the mainland to the north. 
When Paul visited Corinth on his missionary journeys, the city was full of 
people with various cultural and religious backgrounds.

Corinth was a strategic place to plant a church. Paul stayed in Corinth 
for a year and a half with Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. On the Sabbath, 
Paul went to the synagogues to teach God’s message to the people. When 
the Jews refused to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, Paul preached to the 
Gentiles. Many Corinthians believed and were baptized. (Acts 18:1-18) 
Finally, Paul returned to Antioch in Syria.

About six years passed. Paul was in Ephesus when he heard a report that the 
church in Corinth was struggling. The people in the church were arguing 
and suing each other. In some ways, they lived just like the people in 
Corinth who were not believers. So Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthian 
church—the Book of First Corinthians—not only to instruct them on 
how to live but to answer questions they had about the faith.

As you teach kids from 1 Corinthians, focus on church unity: Because of 
Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one 
body. Emphasize that Paul gave practical instructions so that the believers 
would know how to live—not as a way to earn God’s favor, but to live 
in light of their salvation. 

Paul spent a significant portion of his ministry meeting with believers and 
encouraging them to keep the faith. Jesus’ mission for the church is for 
believers to come together to worship God and to share the gospel.
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The Church Divided
1 Corinthians 1–6

Paul wrote a letter to the church at Corinth. Years after Paul 
helped start the church in Corinth, the believers there were facing 
problems. One problem was that the church was divided. The 

people did not always get along or agree about what 
was most important. The believers met in 

small groups and had different leaders. 
Some groups were arguing that their 

leaders were better than others. 
One person would say, “I belong 

to Paul.” Another would say, 
“I belong to Apollos,” or “I 
belong to Peter,” or “I belong 
to Christ.”

Paul wanted this to 
stop. “Is Christ divided?” 
Paul asked. Of course not. 
Jesus came to bring people 
together as one body—

brothers and sisters in God’s 
family. Christians should not 

fight about which human leader 
has the most wisdom or strength. 

What is most important is the gospel. 
Paul said, “The word of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
it is the power of God to us who are being saved.” 

God uses what seems foolish to the world—that is, God the Son giving 
up His life for us—in order to bring salvation to the world. 

Paul also reminded the church that believers cannot boast about 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Make signs: Make 
four signs that say 
Paul, Apollos, Peter, 
and Christ. Form four 
groups and give each 
a sign. At the end 
of the story, remove 
the signs and guide 
groups to move 
together.

• Change your 
posture: Begin 
with boastful body 
language. Change to 
a humble posture as 
you tell the story.

The BIBLE Story
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The Church Divided
1 Corinthians 1–6

Paul wrote a letter to the church at Corinth. Years after Paul 
helped start the church in Corinth, the believers there were facing 
problems. One problem was that the church was divided. The 

people did not always get along or agree about what 
was most important. The believers met in 

small groups and had different leaders. 
Some groups were arguing that their 

leaders were better than others. 
One person would say, “I belong 

to Paul.” Another would say, 
“I belong to Apollos,” or “I 
belong to Peter,” or “I belong 
to Christ.”

Paul wanted this to 
stop. “Is Christ divided?” 
Paul asked. Of course not. 
Jesus came to bring people 
together as one body—

brothers and sisters in God’s 
family. Christians should not 

fight about which human leader 
has the most wisdom or strength. 

What is most important is the gospel. 
Paul said, “The word of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
it is the power of God to us who are being saved.” 

God uses what seems foolish to the world—that is, God the Son giving 
up His life for us—in order to bring salvation to the world. 

Paul also reminded the church that believers cannot boast about 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Make signs: Make 
four signs that say 
Paul, Apollos, Peter, 
and Christ. Form four 
groups and give each 
a sign. At the end 
of the story, remove 
the signs and guide 
groups to move 
together.

• Change your 
posture: Begin 
with boastful body 
language. Change to 
a humble posture as 
you tell the story.

themselves or other people; no human is as wise or 
powerful as God. When Paul preached, he didn’t use 
fancy words so that people would think he was smart. 
He simply shared the good news about Jesus. Everyone 
in the church is united around Jesus, who died on the 
cross for our sins. He is God’s wisdom and power. When 
we remember the gospel, we can live in unity with 
others.

Other things, like immaturity and foolishness, caused 
division in the church. Paul wrote his letter to help the 
believers in Corinth. He told them many things about 
how to follow Jesus. Believers should live in such a way 
that people see them and know they belong to Jesus.

Christ Connection: Paul told the believers in the Corinthian 
church to come together because of the gospel. He reminded 
them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has 
done, believers can humbly come together as one body.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Church Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1–6
STORY POINT: The gospel unites all kinds of people in love.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they had an argument or disagreement with someone. Who 
did they argue with, and about what?
SAY • Because people are born in sin, we often argue with 

one another about all sorts of issues. Thankfully, 
God can bring all of us together in love. Today we 
will learn about a time Paul wrote to help a church 
remember the importance of being united by God.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Divided Art” activity page. 
Instruct kids to draw the missing half of each picture.
SAY • Great job reuniting those pictures with their missing 

halves. Today we will learn about a time a church was 
divided. They disagreed about a lot of things. Paul 
wrote them a letter to help them understand how 
to be united by God’s love. What do you think Paul 
wrote in his letter? 

• “Divided Art” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: The great divide
Provide pencils that have no erasers to half the kids in your 
group. Provide erasers to the other half of the group. Task 
the kids with producing a sketch of their favorite character 
from a movie or TV show. Encourage them to work 
together to share the tools they have.
SAY • A pencil without an eraser can’t fix mistakes, and 

an eraser without a pencil can’t draw anything. The 
two need one another to be as effective as possible. 
We need other believers in our lives to be effective 
too. Today we will learn about a letter Paul wrote to 
remind believers not to let their differences divide 
them.

OPTION 2: Every piece important
Provide a variety of interlocking brick toys. Instruct the kids 
to build something, like a car, but restrict them from using 
all but a certain type of piece, such as pieces of a given size, 
shape, or color. After a minute or two, lift the restrictions 
and encourage them to use any and all pieces. 
SAY • If you restrict yourself to using only certain pieces, 

you limit the possibilities of what you can build. In a 
similar way, God uses people of all kinds in His plans 
because we all benefit from one another. Today we 
will learn about a time Paul wrote a letter to a church 
that was divided by arguments. What do you think 
Paul told them to do?

Transition to teach the story

• pencils without 
erasers

• erasers

• various interlocking 
brick toys

125Making Disciples



Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a dark suit and sunglasses.]
LEADER • Welcome back. It seems we may have to move 

our secret headquarters since so many of you keep 
coming each week. Or maybe not. I’ve gotten used 
to having you around, so I might be sad without 
your company! Though, my boss definitely wants 
us to move headquarters. We’ll have to come to an 
agreement before we do anything too drastic. 

When it comes to secret agent stuff, small 
disagreements can cause big trouble if you aren’t 
careful. In order for a plan to be executed correctly, 
each person in the plan needs to understand his role 
and complete his work as expected. When people 
start arguing and complaining and doubting one 
another, the plan falls apart every time. It’s similar in 
a local church.

God has given all believers a special mission, but 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Church Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1–6
STORY POINT: The gospel unites all kinds of people in love.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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when believers disagree and allow that disagreement 
to cause fighting and division in the body, the 
mission always gets shifted to a back burner, which is 
somewhere you never want your mission to be! Here, 
I’ll tell you more about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • First, let’s review our big picture question. What 
is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to 
make disciples of all nations by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We cannot live on mission unless we 
agree on the mission and are empowered by God to 
complete it. Making disciples of all nations is a big 
job, but not too big for God. He uses us not because 
He needs us, but because it’s a blessing to us to be a 
part of His plans. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We’ve been learning about the ways the early 

church went about completing the mission. We 
talked about how God rescued Peter from prison. 
We also learned how Paul and Barnabas told Jews 
and Gentiles about Jesus. This week, we will learn 
about one of the ways the church struggled to fulfill 
her mission, and about the letter Paul wrote to help 
fix the problem they faced.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 1–6. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “The Church Divided” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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story, or show the Bible story video “The Church Divided.”
LEADER • The Bible teaches that the church is the body of 

Christ. Just as a body separated into different pieces 
couldn’t survive, a local church cannot survive if it is 
divided. Paul wanted the Corinthian believers to stop 
arguing over who they followed and realize that the 
gospel unites all kinds of people in love.

This message is still extremely important today. 
There are lots of things people disagree about, and 
we are really good at finding reasons to dislike other 
people; but the gospel gives us a single, incredible 
reason to love everyone, even those who are different 
from us. The gospel teaches us that God loves people 
from all nations. God doesn’t see some people as 
better than others. 

All of us are sinners who need Jesus. The gospel 
makes us all equal before God. Those who are found 
in Christ are given Jesus’ righteousness even though 
they could never earn it. No matter what differences 
there are between any groups of people, God’s power 
and grace to save us though Jesus can overcome those 
differences to make us into one family. Instead of 
being prideful, the gospel demands that we show 
humility and love toward everyone.

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul told the believers in the Corinthian church 

to come together because of the gospel. He reminded 
them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and 
what He has done, believers can humbly come 
together as one body.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 32, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they can show kindness 
and love to a person they don’t get along with. Guide them 
to discuss the reasons we treat everyone with love and 
respect.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • The gospel unites all kinds of people 
in love. Missionaries understand this and that’s why 
they want to tell all people everywhere about Jesus. 
Let’s watch a video about how the church in Toronto 
was started. Listen for what J.D. Fasolino’s favorite 
part about ministry is. 

Play the missions video and ask kids what J.D. Fasolino said 
was his favorite part of missions in Toronto. (baptizing new 
believers and seeing them grow in faith) Close in prayer for 
the Fasolinos and for the church in Toronto.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Matthew 28:19-20. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • The Great Commission explains the mission 

Jesus has for us as believers. What is our mission as 
Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God wants each person to put his or her faith in 
Jesus and be saved from sin. That’s why His mission 
for us is to tell the world about Jesus!

• “Unit 32, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Burritos and Bibles” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am With 

You Always 
(Matthew 28:19-20)” 
song

• “Go Tell the World” 
song

129Making Disciples



Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, we praise You for all that You have done 

and will do. We know that Your mission is to save 
people from all nations through Jesus. Help us to be 
united by love for You and for one another. Help us 
to live on mission. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Church Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1–6
STORY POINT: The gospel unites all kinds of people in love.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a separate 
index card. Hide the cards around the room and request 
volunteers to say the key passage from memory. Thank each 
kid for her efforts and encourage all the kids to continue 
working to memorize the key passage. Challenge the kids 
to search for the cards. Once kids have located all the cards, 
help them put the cards in order.  
SAY • Jesus spoke the words of this key passage before 

returning to heaven. He commanded His followers 
to make disciples of people from all over the world. 
Believers today are still working to accomplish that 
mission. That’s why missions are so important. What 
is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to 
make disciples of all nations by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find 
1 Corinthians 1–6. Point out Corinth on the New 
Testament Mediterranean Map. (D5) Remind the kids that 
Paul wrote letters to the Corinthians.

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• pen

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Paul say about divisions in the church? 

(They should not happen—the church should be united; 
1 Cor. 1:10)

2. Who did Paul point to as an example that the 
church should be united? (Jesus, who was not divided; 
1 Cor. 1:13)

3. What should believers do instead of boasting in their 
strength or the wisdom of their human leader? (boast 
in the Lord, 1 Cor. 1:29-31)

4. What does it mean to boast in the Lord? Guide the 
kids to think about God as the source of every good thing 
they have. All their gifts and talents come from God. 
Their salvation comes from God. All wisdom comes from 
God. We cannot boast unless we are boasting in what 
God is doing.

5. Does being united in Christ mean we have to 
agree on everything? Help the kids think through the 
difference between something essential—like Jesus’ death 
and resurrection—and something that’s just a matter of 
preference—like which worship songs to sing. Remind 
kids that believers will disagree about some things, but 
the way in which we disagree ought to still be marked 
by Jesus’ love.

6. How can you show love to someone you have trouble 
getting along with? Discuss practical steps kids can take 
to be kinder and more loving toward those they may 
not get along with. Help them begin to see the world 
from other people’s perspectives. Remind them that often 
unkind people act that way because of pain they feel.

SAY • The gospel unites all kinds of people in love. When 
we love Jesus, we must love who He loves: everyone!

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Pray for the Fasolinos
Print each page of the Fasolino prayer requests. 

Consider gluing them to pieces of construction paper.
Display the requests around the room. Invite kids to 

move between the requests, saying a silent prayer or praying 
with friends at each one.
SAY • When we pray for missionaries, we join with them 

in helping to spread the gospel. We are united with 
them in love! The gospel unites all kinds of people 
in love.

Keep the requests displayed for the remainder of the unit as 
a reminder to pray for the Fasolinos and their ministry.

OPTION 2: Strength in unity
Provide each kid with a 12-inch length of weak thread. 
Using an extra length of thread, demonstrate how easily 
it can be broken. Then, help the kids braid their threads 
together, and then braid together the braids. Show how 
much stronger the threads are when braided into a rope.
SAY • These threads were weak and easily broken on their 

own but very strong when braided into a rope. In 
a way, that’s like the church. If we are divided from 
one another, we are weaker. Thankfully, the gospel 
unites all kinds of people in love.

God’s love for us helps us love one another. His 
forgiveness helps us learn to forgive those who hurt 
us. God unites us together as the body of Christ and 
gives us strength and power to achieve our mission. 
What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

• “Fasolino Prayer 
Requests” printable

• construction paper 
(optional)

• glue stick (optional)

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• 12-inch lengths of 
thread, 1 per kid plus 
an extra
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Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 140

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 142

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

Unit 32 • Session 4

Unit 32 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1–2 Timothy; Titus

STORY POINT:  
Paul told church leaders  
to trust and obey God.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Matthew 28:19-20

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is our mission as Christians? Our 

mission is to make disciples of all nations 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Letters to Church 
Leaders
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4

LEADER Bible Study
As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new churches were 
planted in various cities. Each church needed godly leaders to help it grow 
and stay true to the gospel. Paul understood this need, which is why he 
wrote letters to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had traveled with 
Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a leader at the church in Ephesus.

Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul too. Now Titus 
was on the island of Crete to help train more church leaders. Paul wrote 
to give Timothy and Titus advice, and he gave instructions for all the 
church leaders.

Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was difficult at times, 
but God had chosen them to be leaders. Their role as leaders put them in 
a position to serve God. Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them 
persevere and live in a way that pleased Christ. 

As you share with your kids, help them see the value in God’s gift of 
church leaders. Look for ways to support your leaders so that your kids 
value them, love them, and respect them. Consider ways your group can 
encourage your leaders. 

At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in them and that they 
too might be leaders in the church one day—perhaps one day soon. Help 
your kids see that being a leader is a great privilege to help point others to 
the gospel. 

Finally, be sure that your kids understand that church leaders do not lead 
on their own. All church leaders follow the leadership of Jesus, who was 
a servant-leader to us. He gave His life so that we could be forgiven of 
our sins.
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Letters to Church Leaders
1–2 Timothy; Titus

Before Jesus returned to heaven, He told His followers that the 
Holy Spirit would give them power to share the gospel—in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. That is exactly 

what happened! The early church grew, spreading out in 
different cities as more and more people 

heard the gospel and trusted in Jesus. 
The believers met together, and 

leaders taught them about God 
and about how Christians 

should live.
Paul wrote letters to 

some of the leaders in the 
church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. 
Timothy was Paul’s friend. He 
had traveled with Paul and 
helped him. Now Timothy 
was a leader at the church in 

Ephesus.
In his letter to Timothy, Paul 

reminded him not to let anyone 
look down on him because he was 

young. Paul said, “Be an example of 
what a believer says and does.” Timothy 

could show people how to live, how to love, 
and how to trust God.

Paul also taught Timothy to read the Scriptures to the believers in 
the church. He taught him to be patient and to correct people when 
they do wrong things. Timothy could encourage believers by teaching 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Wear a costume: 
Wear Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
story in first-person 
as Paul.

• Make a list: 
While telling the 
story, list on a dry 
erase board or large 
sheet of paper the 
instructions Paul 
gave Timothy and 
Titus. After the story, 
review the list and 
discuss how those 
instructions apply 
today.

The BIBLE Story
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Letters to Church Leaders
1–2 Timothy; Titus

Before Jesus returned to heaven, He told His followers that the 
Holy Spirit would give them power to share the gospel—in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. That is exactly 

what happened! The early church grew, spreading out in 
different cities as more and more people 

heard the gospel and trusted in Jesus. 
The believers met together, and 

leaders taught them about God 
and about how Christians 

should live.
Paul wrote letters to 

some of the leaders in the 
church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. 
Timothy was Paul’s friend. He 
had traveled with Paul and 
helped him. Now Timothy 
was a leader at the church in 

Ephesus.
In his letter to Timothy, Paul 

reminded him not to let anyone 
look down on him because he was 

young. Paul said, “Be an example of 
what a believer says and does.” Timothy 

could show people how to live, how to love, 
and how to trust God.

Paul also taught Timothy to read the Scriptures to the believers in 
the church. He taught him to be patient and to correct people when 
they do wrong things. Timothy could encourage believers by teaching 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Wear a costume: 
Wear Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
story in first-person 
as Paul.

• Make a list: 
While telling the 
story, list on a dry 
erase board or large 
sheet of paper the 
instructions Paul 
gave Timothy and 
Titus. After the story, 
review the list and 
discuss how those 
instructions apply 
today.

them what is right. Timothy could teach God’s Word and 
always be ready to share the gospel.

Being a leader in the church is not easy. Paul told 
Timothy that God had chosen him to lead. Paul wrote, 
“Do not be afraid to suffer for the Lord.”

Titus was a Gentile believer and leader. He was also a 
friend of Paul’s. Titus had traveled with Paul and was on the 
island of Crete to help train more church leaders. When 
Paul wrote to Titus, he explained why believers should 
live in a way that pleases God.

Paul explained that God is gracious to sinners. God 
gave us what we do not deserve when He provided the 
way for people to be saved from sin. Because of this, we 
want to do what is right. We want to live in ways that 
please God.

Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from sin and death, 
and we want to do what is good because He loves us. We 
know that one day Jesus will come again.

Christ Connection: Paul wrote to guide Timothy and Titus 
and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s people. 
Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve 
the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us by 
dying on the cross for our sins.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Timothy; Titus
STORY POINT: Paul told church leaders to trust and obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about what 
traits they think make for a good leader.
SAY • Good leaders often have a few traits in common. 

They are usually smart, kind, hard-working, and 
patient. Today we will learn from letters that Paul 
wrote about what leaders in the church should be 
like. Do you think church leaders need any different 
traits besides the ones you talked about?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Take the Lead” activity page. 
Instruct kids to use the space provided to draw a picture of 
a teacher or leader in your church. Help the kids list things 
they have learned from that leader.
SAY • Leaders often help us by teaching us new things. 

Today we will learn what Paul taught church leaders 
to teach to others. What do you think is the most 
important thing to teach others?

• “Take the Lead” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Servant leaders charades
Suggest different scenarios to the kids. Select two kids for 
each scenario. Assign one kid to act out what it would look 
like to be a servant leader in that scenario and the other to 
act out what it would look like to be a lazy leader.

Suggested scenarios:
• Lead your siblings to clean up the house.
• Lead your friends to do a school project.
• Lead your church group to read the Bible. 

SAY • Servant leadership is a way to lead others by example. 
You show them what to do by doing it yourself. A 
servant leader is someone who directs other people 
and does the work with them. A lazy leader just 
tells other people what to do but never helps do the 
work. Today we will learn more about the kind of 
leadership Paul taught church leaders to use.

OPTION 2: Servant relay
Form two teams of kids. Give each team a tray, a plastic 
plate, and a plastic cup. The teams will line up and send 
one player at a time to the far end of the room and back, all 
while balancing the plate and cup on the tray in one hand. 
If anything falls off the tray, the player carrying it must start 
over. The first team to send each player down and back 
wins. 
SAY • Being a servant doesn’t seem very glamorous or 

special, but God’s plan is for church leaders to be 
servants of others. Let’s learn more about that from a 
letter Paul wrote to church leaders.

Transition to teach the story

• trays, 2
• plastic plates, 2
• plastic cups, 2
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a dark suit and sunglasses.]
LEADER • Well, it’s official. This is our last week in this 

location. My boss is insisting that we find somewhere 
more secret so that no one gets hurt or accidentally 
lets mission critical information leak. It makes me 
sad to think I won’t see you each week, but the nice 
thing is I could probably use my special government 
computer to figure out how to send you letters or 
something. Then I could still communicate with you 
even if we are apart. Though, I suppose I could use a 
phone too, nowadays.

But you know, that makes me think of our Bible 
story this week. Did you know that, because Paul 
often traveled around or got arrested for preaching, 
he wrote letters to communicate with those he 
couldn’t see in person. Many of those letters are in 
the Bible! This week, we are going to take a look at 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Timothy; Titus
STORY POINT: Paul told church leaders to trust and obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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some letters that weren’t written to churches, but to 
specific men Paul had helped become leaders in the 
local church. Paul wrote these letters so leaders could 
help the church succeed in her mission.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • What is our mission as Christians? Our mission 
is to make disciples of all nations by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. God gives us the power, courage, 
and wisdom to tell others about Jesus and teach them 
how to obey Him. We all have different parts to play 
in that mission, but it’s all about glorifying God by 
spreading the news of His mercy, grace, and love to 
all the world.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Three weeks ago we learned about how God 

rescued Peter from prison. Enemies of the gospel, 
like King Herod, were trying to stop the church from 
growing, but God still had plans for Peter. Two weeks 
ago we learned about the Holy Spirit calling Paul and 
Barnabas for a specific purpose. Paul and Barnabas 
told Jews and Gentiles about Jesus. Last week, we 
learned that some churches struggled with division 
over things that weren’t super important. Paul 
explained that the gospel units all kinds of people 
in love. This week, we will see what God expects of 
leaders in the church and how leaders can effectively 
push the church to accomplish our mission.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1–2 Timothy; Titus. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Letters to Church 
Leaders.”
LEADER • Imagine what would happen if Paul had started 

all the churches and never taught anyone else how 
to lead? Eventually, when Paul traveled to another 
city, the churches would have had no good leaders! 
Thankfully, Paul knew that part of being a good 
leader is training new leaders to take your place when 
you are gone.

Paul told Titus and Timothy to do the same: raise 
up others who could lead along with them and 
continue training leaders after them. But it’s not 
just important to have leaders, it’s important to have 
leaders who are strong in their faith and know the 
truth of the gospel. That’s why Paul told leaders to 
trust and obey God.

Think about the people in your life who are 
leaders. How do they demonstrate their trust and 
obedience to God? What are some ways they are 
training new leaders to help them and carry on after 
them? The future of the church will always be secure 
because God’s plan has accounted for new leaders.

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and 

to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s 
people. Church leaders help believers know what 
is true, and they serve the church by following the 
example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the 

• Bibles
• “Letters to Church 

Leaders” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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cross for our sins.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 32, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about the purpose of attending 
church. Guide them to discuss how their faith has been 
strengthened as they gather with other believers. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Paul told church leaders to trust and 
obey God. J.D. Fasolino and his wife, Andreina, are 
trusting God with their life and ministry in Toronto, 
Canada. 

Ask volunteers to hold the photos of church scenes while 
others describe what they think is happening in the photos. 
Ask them if these things take place at your church, too 
(greeting people, preaching, baptism, leading worship songs, 
and so forth). 

Ask a volunteer to read the letter from J.D. Then pray, 
thanking God for missionaries and church leaders who trust 
and obey God.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Matthew 28:19-20. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • This key passage explains our mission as believers. 

What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

• “Unit 32, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Church Scenes” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am With 

You Always 
(Matthew 28:19-20)” 
song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s praise God for inviting all of us to be saved 
and providing leaders who help us grow in faith.

Sing together “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You that You provide leaders for us. 

Help us to be humble and teachable. Give us wisdom 
to trust and obey You. Help these boys and girls to 
be powerful leaders where they are, and grow these 
kids as the next generation of leaders in the church. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Come, Ye Sinner, 
Poor and Needy” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Timothy; Titus
STORY POINT: Paul told church leaders to trust and obey God.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 

to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write the key passage on a dry erase board or chalkboard. 
Lead the kids in reading the key passage together. Then, 
erase some of the words and challenge the kids to say the 
verse again, adding the missing words in from memory. 
Continue in this way until the entire verse is erased and kids 
are saying it from memory.
SAY • The Great Commission explains our mission as the 

church. What is our mission as Christians? Our 
mission is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus wants us to tell the 
world about Him and teach others to believe in Him 
and obey Him. This is how the church grows. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find 1 Timothy 
and Titus. Remind the kids that these books are near the 
end of the Paul’s Letters division of the New Testament. As 
the name suggests, they are letters written by Paul to various 
believers. In this case, these three letters make up Paul’s 
leadership instruction to two men Paul entrusted to leading 
churches he helped plant.

• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board or 

chalkboard
• dry erase markers 

or chalk

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What was Timothy’s relationship to Paul? (a true son 

in the faith, 1 Tim. 1:2)
2. What did Paul tell Timothy to set an example in? 

(speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity; 1 Tim. 4:12)
3. Where was Titus leading? (Crete, Titus 1:5)
4. What about being a leader in a church do you 

think would be difficult? Encourage kids to discuss 
the different challenges that church leaders face, such 
as cultural pressure, temptation from Satan, dealing 
with difficult people or harsh criticism, and bearing 
the burdens of other believers. Help them think 
through ways they can be praying for their leaders and 
encouraging them.

5. Who is the ultimate authority in a church? Remind 
kids that the head pastor isn’t the ultimate authority 
in a church. Jesus is the head of the church. No matter 
what position a person may hold, if he says or does 
anything that goes against Jesus’ commands in Scripture, 
the church must lovingly try to correct the person. The 
pastor’s job is to follow Jesus well as he leads the church 
to follow Jesus alongside him.

6. Who can you lead in your life? Guide kids in your 
group to consider their roles as a leaders in their schools 
or families. Help them think through their ability to tell 
others about Jesus and set an example like Timothy did 
by trusting and obeying God.

SAY • Paul told church leaders to trust and obey God. 
When leaders trust and obey God, they can help 
us to do the same. Leaders are an important part of 
God’s plan to reach the world with the good news of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Spanish gospel tracts
Remind kids about missionary J.D. Fasolino and 

his wife, Andreina, who lead a Spanish-speaking church in 
Toronto, Canada.

Plan a missions outreach for your children’s ministry to 
reach Hispanic communities in your city. If possible, plan 
to partner with an evangelical Hispanic church in your city.
SAY • The Fasolinos are reaching Hispanics in Toronto, 

Canada. We can share the gospel with Spanish-
speaking people right where we are. 

Invite kids to put a gospel tract and a few pieces of candy 
in a sandwich bag. Talk with your church staff about places 
where you might distribute the bags. Consider contacting 
a Hispanic church in your city or association that might 
already have an active outreach ministry and could use the 
gospel tracts. If possible, involve the kids in the distribution.

OPTION 2: Written leadership
Provide the kids with paper and pencils. Instruct the kids to  
take some time writing or drawing step by step instructions 
that could teach another person how to do something the 
kid can do very well. Then, allow the kids to pass their 
sheets to another kid to see if their instructions are easy to 
follow. 
SAY • If you know how to do something so well that 

you can teach someone else how to do it, you are 
probably very good at the thing you are teaching. 
Paul was a good leader, and he wrote to two men 
who he had trained to be leaders.

Paul understood the mission of the church, and 
wanted to help young men become leaders who 

• Spanish gospel tracts
• sandwich bags
• individually wrapped 

candies

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• pencils
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also understood the mission. This is part of how 
the church grows and the mission is accomplished. 
What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is 
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Key Passage: 
Acts 4:12

Big Picture Question: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of God’s plan 
to save people through Jesus.

Session 1:
The Jerusalem Council
Acts 15
Story Point: 
Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus.

Session 2: 
Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 15–18
Story Point: 
Paul and Silas planted new churches.

Session 3:
No Other Gospel
Galatians 1–3
Story Point: 
Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith in Jesus.

Unit 33: A Firm Foundation

Session 1:
The Jerusalem Council
Acts 15
Story Point: Salvation comes only 
through faith in Jesus.

Session 2: 
Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 15–18
Story Point: Paul and Silas planted 
new churches.

Session 3:
No Other Gospel
Galatians 1–3
Story Point: Believers are saved 
and grow in godliness by faith in 
Jesus.

Session 4:
Paul Gave Hope
1–2 Thessalonians
Story Point: Paul told the church 
to stand firm as we wait for Jesus’ 
return.

Unit Description:
Paul reminded believers about the truth of the gospel. The Bible gives us a 
firm foundation for our faith. By reading and studying Scripture, we can 
remember what is true and encourage others as they live by faith.

Key Passage: 
Acts 4:12

Big Picture Question: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story 
of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
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Session 4:
Paul Gave Hope
1–2 Thessalonians
Story Point: 
Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait for Jesus’ 
return.

Session 5:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Session 6:
Title
Bible Reference
Story Point: 
Text

Paul Gave Hope 
Paul told the church to stand firm as we 
wait for Jesus’ return.

No Other Gospel 
Believers are saved and grow in 
godliness by faith in Jesus.

Paul’s Second Journey
Paul and Silas planted new churches.

The Jerusalem Council
Salvation comes only through faith in 
Jesus.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 158

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 160

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 166

Unit 33 • Session 1

Unit 33 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 15

STORY POINT:  
Salvation comes only through  

faith in Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Acts 4:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is 
the story of God’s plan to save people 

through Jesus.

The Jerusalem 
Council
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1

Unit 33 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
The church in Antioch praised God for His grace to Paul on his first 
missionary journey. Though Paul and Barnabas were strongly opposed 
in some places, many people heard the gospel and believed. Paul and 
Barnabas took the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles. But a problem arose 
when some Christians began saying that the new followers of Jesus—the 
Gentile believers—needed to obey the Law of Moses in order to be right 
with God.

Paul and Barnabas debated this issue with other church leaders in 
Jerusalem. They met together to answer a tough question: Can a person 
be saved by faith alone or was something more needed? When Paul 
addressed the council, he insisted that God saves Gentiles the same way 
He saves Jews: through the grace of the Lord Jesus. 

Paul testified to the things God had done among the Gentiles. God 
had given Gentiles the Holy Spirit. James cited the prophets Amos and 
Isaiah in support. The group agreed that because of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved. They also agreed that 
they should not make salvation more difficult for Gentiles by adding 
unnecessary rules.

The church chose two men—Judas and Silas—to go with Paul and 
Barnabas to the church at Antioch. They wrote a letter for the Gentile 
believers there, encouraging them and giving them instructions for how 
to live as followers of Christ.

The message for the Gentile believers was important: Whether Jew or 
Gentile, salvation comes only through faith in Christ. No one is saved by 
the law but by grace alone. Emphasize to the kids you teach that, while 
the Bible does give us plenty of instruction for how to live, sinners are 
made right with God only by the grace of Jesus. Salvation is a gift. To 
receive this gift, Jesus is all we need.
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The Jerusalem Council
Acts 15

Paul and Barnabas had been sharing the gospel with many 
people—including Gentiles. But some people in the church began 
to teach that the Gentiles could not be saved unless they first 

followed some of the same rules the Jews followed.
Paul and Barnabas disagreed, and the 

church leaders decided to meet in 
Jerusalem to talk about whether or 

not the Gentiles needed to obey 
the law of Moses. After a long 

discussion, Peter stood up and 
said to the group, “Brothers, 
God chose me to tell the 
good news to the Gentiles. 
They heard the good news, 
and they believed. God 
accepted them and gave 
them the Holy Spirit, just as 
He did for us.

“Why are you trying to make 
salvation harder for them? We 

know that we cannot obey God’s 
laws perfectly. No, we believe that 

the Jews and Gentiles are saved in 
the same way—by the grace of the Lord 

Jesus.”
Everyone in the group was quiet as Paul and 

Barnabas told them about all the things God had done through them 
when they were with the Gentiles. Then another apostle, James, spoke 
up. He pointed out that the words of the prophets showed that God 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Dramatic 
conversation: As 
you tell the story, 
vary the tone of 
your voice as you 
speak for Peter. 

• Call for active 
listening: 
Challenge kids to 
listen carefully and 
raise their hand any 
time they hear the 
words Gentile or 
Gentiles.

The BIBLE Story
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The Jerusalem Council
Acts 15

Paul and Barnabas had been sharing the gospel with many 
people—including Gentiles. But some people in the church began 
to teach that the Gentiles could not be saved unless they first 

followed some of the same rules the Jews followed.
Paul and Barnabas disagreed, and the 

church leaders decided to meet in 
Jerusalem to talk about whether or 

not the Gentiles needed to obey 
the law of Moses. After a long 

discussion, Peter stood up and 
said to the group, “Brothers, 
God chose me to tell the 
good news to the Gentiles. 
They heard the good news, 
and they believed. God 
accepted them and gave 
them the Holy Spirit, just as 
He did for us.

“Why are you trying to make 
salvation harder for them? We 

know that we cannot obey God’s 
laws perfectly. No, we believe that 

the Jews and Gentiles are saved in 
the same way—by the grace of the Lord 

Jesus.”
Everyone in the group was quiet as Paul and 

Barnabas told them about all the things God had done through them 
when they were with the Gentiles. Then another apostle, James, spoke 
up. He pointed out that the words of the prophets showed that God 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Dramatic 
conversation: As 
you tell the story, 
vary the tone of 
your voice as you 
speak for Peter. 

• Call for active 
listening: 
Challenge kids to 
listen carefully and 
raise their hand any 
time they hear the 
words Gentile or 
Gentiles.

wanted to save both Jews and Gentiles.
“I think we should not cause trouble for the Gentiles 

who have trusted in Jesus. Instead, let’s write them a 
letter telling them the things they should not do.”

So the church leaders wrote a letter to the Gentile 
believers explaining some things they should not do now 
that they were believers.

The leaders chose Judas and Silas to go to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas to deliver the letter. The believers 
in Antioch were encouraged by the letter. Judas and Silas 
stayed with them for a while, and then they went home. 
Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch where they taught 
believers and told other people the good news about 
Jesus.

Christ Connection: The church leaders met in Jerusalem to 
answer a tough question: Can a person be saved by faith alone 
or is something more needed? The early church agreed that 
because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is all we need 
to be saved.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Jerusalem Council
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15
STORY POINT: Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they received money. Did they earn it for chores, or was it a 
gift? What did they do with their money?
SAY • You can receive money in two main ways: earning 

it with work, or being given the money as a gift. 
Salvation isn’t like that. There’s only one way to get 
it, and that’s as a gift from God through Jesus. We 
can’t earn salvation no matter how hard we may try. 
Today we will learn about the early church making 
sure to teach that only faith can save, not works.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Who Can Rescue?” activity 
page. For each scenario, circle the choice for who can rescue 
the person in trouble.
SAY • Depending on what kind of trouble you are in, you 

might need a different person to save you. Sin is our 
biggest problem, and only Jesus can save us from that 
problem.

• “Who Can Rescue?” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Peanut butter plus
Provide each kid with a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask 
them to list every ingredient they think could make a 
plain peanut butter sandwich even better. After a few 
minutes, allow the kids to share their ideas. Did anyone list 
something that no one else thought of? 
SAY • A peanut butter sandwich can definitely be better 

when you add things to it, such as bananas, jelly, 
or honey. Salvation is not like that. We cannot add 
anything to our salvation. It is a perfect gift from 
God, and if we try to add to it, all it will do is mess 
it up so it’s no longer true salvation. We’ll learn more 
about that soon.

OPTION 2: Burden bearers
Form two groups of kids. Tell the first group to do 15 
squats, and tell the second group to do 15 squats each while 
holding something heavy, such as a large bag of rice, a thick 
textbook, or a medicine ball. 
SAY • Doing those squats with a heavy weight is much 

harder than doing them without the burden. Today 
we will learn about why Christians are no longer 
required to follow all of the Old Testament laws. 
The church understood that the Law caused an 
unnecessary burden since Jesus established the new 
covenant. 

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• pencil

• heavy items, such as 
large bags of rice, 
thick textbooks, or 
medicine balls
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate your space 
to look like a gymnasium. Place padded tumbling mats on 
the floor or around the walls. You may choose to arrange 
strength training equipment somewhere on stage, or display 
the theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a modest cheerleading uniform.]
LEADER • Hey everyone! Welcome to our gym. This is 

where we train to be the best cheer squad in the state.  
Being a cheerleader is tough work. It takes lots of 
strength, incredible flexibility, amazing endurance, 
skillful coordination, and unbelievable mental 
fortitude. If you think the cheerleader’s job is just to 
shout some happy chants while the real athletes play 
sports on the field, you couldn’t be more wrong!

In fact, if you stick around the next few weeks, I’ll 
explain just a few of the ways cheerleading requires 
just as much athleticism as any other sport. For 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Jerusalem Council
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15
STORY POINT: Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
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example, to be a cheerleader, you have to be able to 
lift up your cheer team partners, and sometimes even 
toss them into the air! And have you ever tried doing 
a handstand without strong arms? It doesn’t go well.

You know, thinking about the heavy lifting 
required to be a cheerleader makes me think of our 
Bible story. It’s about a time when the early church 
got together to figure out what parts of the Old 
Testament laws were still needed to be saved. Spoiler 
alert: Jesus did the “heavy lifting” for us! 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Before we get too into the story, let’s set up a 
good big picture question to guide our study. For 
the next few weeks, let’s ask ourselves this: What is 
the Bible about? It may seem hard to answer, as the 
Bible has lots of different stories and lots of great 
lessons to learn. Even so, there’s one story that goes 
through the whole Bible, though it’s made up of 
many different books. I bet some of you know what 
that story is, too. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • If you said the story of Jesus, you’re exactly right. 

All of the different stories in Scripture work together, 
almost like pieces of a puzzle, to tell one story about 
God’s desire to show His glory by saving us. Over 
the last few weeks, we’ve talked a lot about the early 
church. 

After Jesus returned to heaven, His followers got to 

• Giant Timeline

161A Firm Foundation



work spreading the good news about His life, death 
and resurrection. Many people believed, and despite 
the religious leaders trying to stop Christians, they 
kept spreading the gospel. As the church grew, they 
encountered various problems, like false teachers 
and confusion about what Jesus taught. The church 
leaders sometimes had to meet to make sure everyone 
was on the same page and teaching the true gospel. 
That’s what our story today is about. It’s called “The 
Jerusalem Council.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 15. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “The Jerusalem Council.”
LEADER • The Old Testament laws were very important 

to God’s people while they waited for the Messiah. 
The law showed people that they needed a savior. 
They couldn’t obey God perfectly, and because God 
is perfectly holy, that meant their weak attempts at 
obedience would never be enough. 

If you imagine sin as a broken bone, the Law was 
like an X-ray machine. It showed the problem, but 
it couldn’t actually heal the brokenness. That’s why 
Jesus came, lived a perfect life, and died the death 
we deserve. Salvation comes only through faith in 
Jesus.

Some leaders in the early church weren’t sure 
about that though. Occasionally they would tell 
Gentile believers that they needed to obey the full 
Old Testament law to be saved. But at the Jerusalem 
council, they discussed things and realized that 

• Bibles
• “The Jerusalem 

Council” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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the Law cannot save anyone. But that didn’t mean 
the Law was useless. The Law still contains many 
instructions that help us live for God, such as the Ten 
Commandments, but obedience without faith won’t 
save anyone.

Christ connection
LEADER • We need a firm foundation for our faith. That 

foundation is Jesus. The church leaders met in 
Jerusalem to answer a tough question: Can a person 
be saved by faith alone or is something more needed? 
The early church agreed that because of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, He alone is all we need to be saved.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 33, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they know the truth about 
Jesus. Guide them to discuss how to use their Bibles to find 
the truth.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Salvation comes only through faith in 
Jesus. That’s the reason we want to tell everybody 
around the world about Jesus. Without Him, they 
cannot have eternal life. William Carey, a missionary 
hundreds of years ago, wanted to make sure that 
people in India heard about faith in Jesus. 

Play the missions video. Then pray, thanking God for 
missionaries who first brought the gospel to new countries.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 33, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “What William Carey 
Left” missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “In No One Else 

(Acts 4:12)” song

163A Firm Foundation



together Acts 4:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • This key passage comes form one of Peter’s first 

sermons. The Pharisees wanted to force believers 
to stop preaching about Jesus, but Peter and John 
refused. Peter explained that Salvation comes only 
through faith in Jesus. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • There’s no one who can save us other than Jesus. 
Thankfully, He is ready to accept anyone who comes 
to Him in faith. We are all sinners, and we are all 
invited to come to Him.

Sing together “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You that Jesus will save all who 

have faith. Help us to love You and trust in Jesus for 
salvation. Give us courage to preach the gospel daily, 
and wisdom to obey You in love. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Come, Ye Sinners, 
Poor and Needy” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Jerusalem Council
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15
STORY POINT: Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Hide the key passage poster somewhere in the room. 
Encourage the kids to find it by playing “Hot or cold.” 
As the kids approach the poster, tell them they are getting 
warmer. If they wander away from the poster, tell them they 
are getting cooler. For added fun, consider using phrases 
like “you’re freezing in the snow” or “you’re boiling in lava” 
if they get extremely far from or close to the poster. When 
the kids find the poster, read the key passage together.
SAY • This key passage helps us understand the truth of the 

gospel. No one can save us but Jesus Christ alone. 
Some people in the early church thought that God’s 
law was still part of salvation, but at the Jerusalem 
Council, they realized that salvation comes only 
through faith in Jesus, not through obeying the law.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find Acts 15. Ask 
which division Acts is a part of and who wrote it. (New 
Testament History; Luke) Use the New Testament Israel Map 
to show the kids where Jerusalem is. (H4) Remind the kids 
that the early church started there and grew outward.

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who gathered to decide if new believers had to fully 

obey the Old Testament law? (the apostles and elders, 
Acts 15:6)

2. Who explained that Gentiles received the Holy 
Spirit? (Peter, Acts 15:8)

3. How are people saved from sin? (by grace though 
faith, Acts 15:9-11)

4. Why can’t we be saved by obedience to the Law? 
Guide the kids to discuss the ways our hearts are dead 
in sin. We cannot obey God perfectly because our hearts 
lead us astray. We needed Jesus to come and obey on our 
behalf, die in our place, and rise again to defeat death.

5. Why is it important to obey God if obedience doesn’t 
save us? Remind kids that obedience is a sign of our 
love for God. Help them see that God saves us so that we 
are able to obey, not so that we can continue to disobey. 
When we have faith, the Holy Spirit changes us so that 
we want to obey God.

6. How can we learn more about God and how to obey 
Him? Guide the kids to discuss the Bible’s role as our 
perfect source of truth. Help them understand that it 
teaches us what is true about God and about ourselves. 
Talk to them about ways to study Scripture and the 
importance of reading the Bible daily.

SAY • Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus. The 
early church had some members who were a bit 
unsure about this, so the leaders met together to 
discuss. Peter, James, Paul, and Barnabas all helped 
everyone see that faith is all we need to be saved. 
After we are saved, the Holy Spirit helps us obey.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: From England to India
Ask volunteers to find England and India on 

a world map. Tape a piece of yarn connecting the two 
countries.
SAY • William Carey was a missionary who left his home in 

England to go to India. He wanted the people there 
to hear about Jesus and be able to read the Bible 
in their own languages. What is the Bible about? 
The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save people 
through Jesus.

Encourage kids to tape a piece of yarn leading from their 
location to a country in the world where they might like to 
visit. Ask kids why they chose that country.
SAY • Wherever God leads you in the future—whether 

down the street or to another country—you can be a 
witness for Him.

OPTION 2: Chores charades
Invite the kids to take turns acting out their most disliked 
chore. Allow the other kids to guess which chore they are 
pretending to do, and then allow the actor to explain why 
he dislikes that chore so much. After each kid, allow a few 
minutes to discuss why that chore is likely still important to 
complete.
SAY • The Old Testament Law likely felt like a chore to 

many of the believers. There were lots of details and 
technicalities that would have been hard to keep 
track of. However, just because the law cannot save 
us doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t still obey certain 
parts of it. 

God’s law helps us see how God wants us to live. 

• wolrd map
• yarn
• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.
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When we have faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit lives in 
us and gives us the power to obey God. We cannot 
earn salvation through obedience, but when we love 
God we will want to obey Him. Salvation comes 
only through faith in Jesus, but that doesn’t mean 
we get to live however we want to after we believe the 
gospel.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 174

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 176

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 182

Unit 33 • Session 2

Unit 33 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 15–18

STORY POINT:  
Paul and Silas planted new churches.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Acts 4:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is 
the story of God’s plan to save people 

through Jesus.

Paul’s Second 
Journey
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LEADER Bible Study
Paul was back at the church of Antioch in Syria. The church had sent out 
Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel to Jews and Gentiles in places like 
Lystra and Derbe. Then they returned to the church of Antioch. Some 
time passed, and Paul wanted to return to some of the cities he visited on 
his first journey to see how the new believers were doing.

Silas accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey, which is 
recorded in Acts 15:36–18:22. The pair traveled through Syria and Cilicia 
(sih LISH ih uh), encouraging believers and strengthening churches. The 
number of believers in the churches increased daily.

Paul and Silas obeyed the Lord’s call to go to Macedonia. Two major 
events happened while Paul was in Macedonia. First, a woman named 
Lydia became a believer. Paul and Silas had gone to the river to pray. They 
spoke to the women at the river. God opened Lydia’s heart to the good 
news of the gospel.

Then, a jailer became a believer. This happened when Paul and Silas were 
thrown into prison. Late at night, an earthquake rocked the prison. The 
prisoners could have escaped, but they stayed where they were. This was 
a huge relief to the jailer. Had the prisoners escaped, the jailer would 
have been punished. In fact, the jailer was ready to kill himself when Paul 
shouted, “We are all here!” The jailer asked Paul and Silas how to be saved. 
They told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” The 
man believed and was baptized.

Emphasize the Christ connection as you review the Bible story with kids. 
Lydia was saved and the jailer was saved because they believed in Jesus. 
Jesus offers us salvation as a gift. He did all the work to save us by dying on 
the cross. We do not need to earn salvation; we can receive it by repenting 
and trusting in Jesus.
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Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 15–18

One night, God told Paul in a vision to go to Macedonia to 
share the gospel there. On the way, Paul and his friends stopped for a 
few days in a city called Philippi. They went to the river to pray. Some 

women were there, and Paul started talking to them. A 
woman named Lydia was listening, and God 

opened her heart to accept what Paul 
was saying. Lydia and everyone in her 

house were baptized.
On another day, a servant girl 

met Paul and Silas. She had a 
spirit in her that allowed her 
to predict the future. The 
girl followed Paul and Silas, 
shouting, “These men are 
servants of the Most High 
God!” Finally, Paul turned 
and said to the spirit in her, 
“By the power of Jesus, I 

command you to come out of 
her!” And the spirit came out 

right away. 
Now the girl’s owners were upset 

because she could no longer tell the 
future. They grabbed Paul and Silas and 

dragged them to the authorities. The officials 
put Paul and Silas in jail. 

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to 
God. Suddenly, a violent earthquake shook the jail. All the doors flew 
open, and all the prisoners’ chains came loose. The jailer woke up and 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Display a map: 
Show locations of 
Paul’s second journey. 
Use sticky flags to 
represent Paul and 
Silas and move them 
around the map as 
they travel.

• Change the 
point of view: 
Tell the story from 
the perspective of 
Lydia or the jailer. 
Tell how you (Lydia 
or the jailer) came to 
salvation. Then go on 
to tell what Paul and 
Silas did on the rest 
of their journey.

The BIBLE Story
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Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 15–18

One night, God told Paul in a vision to go to Macedonia to 
share the gospel there. On the way, Paul and his friends stopped for a 
few days in a city called Philippi. They went to the river to pray. Some 

women were there, and Paul started talking to them. A 
woman named Lydia was listening, and God 

opened her heart to accept what Paul 
was saying. Lydia and everyone in her 

house were baptized.
On another day, a servant girl 

met Paul and Silas. She had a 
spirit in her that allowed her 
to predict the future. The 
girl followed Paul and Silas, 
shouting, “These men are 
servants of the Most High 
God!” Finally, Paul turned 
and said to the spirit in her, 
“By the power of Jesus, I 

command you to come out of 
her!” And the spirit came out 

right away. 
Now the girl’s owners were upset 

because she could no longer tell the 
future. They grabbed Paul and Silas and 

dragged them to the authorities. The officials 
put Paul and Silas in jail. 

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to 
God. Suddenly, a violent earthquake shook the jail. All the doors flew 
open, and all the prisoners’ chains came loose. The jailer woke up and 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Display a map: 
Show locations of 
Paul’s second journey. 
Use sticky flags to 
represent Paul and 
Silas and move them 
around the map as 
they travel.

• Change the 
point of view: 
Tell the story from 
the perspective of 
Lydia or the jailer. 
Tell how you (Lydia 
or the jailer) came to 
salvation. Then go on 
to tell what Paul and 
Silas did on the rest 
of their journey.

thought the prisoners had escaped, so he took out his 
sword and was about to kill himself.

“Don’t hurt yourself!” Paul said. “We are all here!”
The jailer took Paul and Silas outside. “Men, what 

must I do to be saved?” he asked.
They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 

saved.” The jailer and everyone in his household believed 
and were baptized. Later that day, Paul and Silas were set 
free.

When Paul got to Athens, he was upset that the 
people there did not worship the one true God. Instead, 
they worshiped many idols. Paul told the people the good 
news about Jesus. He said, “Men of Athens, I saw in your 
city an altar that said: ‘To an Unknown God.’ You worship 
without knowing.”

Paul told the people about the one true God. He 
explained that God made everything. He is not like the 
idols in Athens that are made of gold, silver, or stone. God 
does not need anything, and He is not far away. Paul also 
said that God wants everyone in the world to repent, to 
turn away from their sin and turn to Him.

When the people heard about Jesus being raised from 
the dead, some of them laughed; however, some people 
believed in Jesus.

Christ Connection: Lydia, the jailer, and many others were 
saved because they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Paul 
and Silas preached the same message to all people, no matter 
who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved.”
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15–18
STORY POINT: Paul and Silas planted new churches.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they visited family that lives in another city. How far away 
did they travel, and who did they visit?
SAY • The Bible teaches that the church is all one family—

God’s family. Today we will learn about a time Paul 
traveled around with a man named Silas to grow 
God’s family by sharing the gospel. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Hidden Images” activity page. 
Kids must examine the picture to find the images from the 
key hidden in the artwork.
SAY • Some of those items were tough to find in the 

picture! Today we will learn about a time Paul and 
Silas traveled around spreading the gospel. They 
definitely didn’t hide from those who wanted to hurt 
or arrest them! We’ll learn more soon.

• “Hidden Images” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Earthquake!
Instruct the kids to stand in a group. Say different natural 
disasters, and encourage the kids to act out what it might be 
like if that were happening. 

Suggestions: 
• Earthquake—kids will shake themselves around; 
• Volcano—kids will run to one side of the room, 
away from “lava”; 

• Flood—kids will pretend to tread water.
SAY • Most natural disasters are pretty dangerous. Today we 

will learn about a time an earthquake was actually 
helpful to Paul and Silas. What do you think could 
make an earthquake helpful?

OPTION 2: Play dough jail
Provide each kid with a lump of play dough. Encourage 
the kids to build a model of a jail that they think would be 
impossible to escape from. What qualities would their jails 
have?
SAY • Escaping from jail probably wouldn’t be easy. 

Especially the jails you all dreamed up. Today we will 
learn about a time God helped Paul and Silas get out 
of jail. Why do you think they were in jail to begin 
with? We’ll learn more soon.

Transition to teach the story

• play dough
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a modest cheerleading uniform.]
LEADER • Hey friends, welcome back to the gym. As we 

discussed last week, being a cheerleader requires hard 
work and lots of athletic skills. It also requires lots 
of teamwork and trust in the other people on your 
squad. But there are some pretty cool perks to being 
on a cheer team as well, like the strong friendships 
you build with your teammates.

One of my favorite perks is getting to travel. We do 
cheer competitions all over the country, so as a result, 
we get to visit lots of cool cities. Whether we win or 
lose a competition, it’s still fun to see new places and 
meet new people.

You know, that actually reminds me of our Bible 
story this week. Paul went on many journeys to 
tell people about Jesus. He traveled all over the 
Mediterranean area telling people the good news. 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15–18
STORY POINT: Paul and Silas planted new churches.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
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He made a lot of friends along the way. However, he 
made some enemies too! Let me tell you all about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into the story of Paul’s missionary 
journey, let’s remember our big picture question 
and answer. What is the Bible about? Does anyone 
remember the answer? [Allow responses.] Great job! 
The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save people 
through Jesus. God created a perfect world and 
had a wonderful plan to fix it even after sin messed 
everything up. Even the stories that don’t have Jesus 
in them are about Him.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We have been learning about the challenges and 

successes of the early church. Last week, we learned 
that the leaders in the church met together to make 
sure everyone understood the purpose of the Law. 
We learned that salvation comes only through 
faith in Jesus. The leaders agreed that the Law was a 
burden that no one could carry, and that Jesus’ death 
and resurrection made the way for us to be saved. 
Those who have faith in Jesus are empowered by the 
Holy Spirit so they can obey God out of love.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 15–18. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul’s Second Journey.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Paul’s Second 

Journey” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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LEADER • Paul met many different people from all walks of 
life. He and Silas were faithful to preach the gospel 
to all of them, no matter what their circumstances 
were. As a result, the gospel spread and new people 
believed the truth about Jesus. However, there were 
also many who hated the truth and wanted to stop it 
from spreading.

I love how Paul and Silas reacted to being arrested. 
They did not lose hope, complain, or give up on their 
mission. Instead, they prayed, sang praises to God, 
and even shared the gospel with the jailer when God 
helped them escape! Talk about loving your enemies!

All of this was part of God’s plan to use Paul. Paul 
and Silas planted new churches. The people who 
believed the gospel and had faith in Jesus were united 
by the gospel even though they came from very 
different backgrounds. This is still true today.

People in the church are united as the family of 
God, no matter where they come from, what they 
look like, or what language they speak. God wants 
people from every nation and people group to believe 
the gospel and be saved. That’s the whole story of 
the Bible! What is the Bible about? The Bible is the 
story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul and Silas preached the good news 

everywhere they went and to everyone they met—
both Jews and Gentiles. Lydia, the jailer, and many 
others were saved because they heard the gospel and 
believed in Jesus. Paul and Silas preached the same 
message to all people, no matter who they were: 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 33, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about when it is hard to trust God. 
Guide them to discuss why we should praise God even in 
hard times.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Missionary William Carey is often 
called “The Father of Modern Missions.” He helped 
churches understand the need to send missionaries to 
places where people had never heard of Jesus. In the 
New Testament, we read that Paul and Silas planted 
new churches. William Carey planted new churches 
many years ago and missionaries today plant new 
churches, too.

Display the photo and ask a volunteer to read the short 
story about William Carey. Pray for missionaries working in 
India today and for any missionaries your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Acts 4:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Peter knew that salvation could only come 

through Jesus. Paul and Silas preached that message 
to each person they met. The whole Bible is about 
the salvation Jesus gives to those who have faith in 
Him. Every story connects to the truth of the gospel.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • What is the Bible about? The Bible is the 

• “Unit 33, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “William Carey 
Story” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “In No One Else 

(Acts 4:12)” song

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus. 
The Bible teaches that no one can believe unless 
they hear, and no one can hear unless believers go 
to preach the good news. We can be a part of that 
mission!

Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for sending Jesus to save us. 

Thank You that the gospel is for all people. Help us 
to love You and tell others about Your love for us. Fill 
us with Your Spirit so that we can love everyone we 
meet the way You love us. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15–18
STORY POINT: Paul and Silas planted new churches.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write the key passage on the underside of a paper plate. 
Invite the kids to sit in a circle and begin passing the plate 
around the circle while saying the key passage, each kid 
saying one word as the plate comes to him in the circle. If 
a kid gets stuck, he may peek at the bottom of the plate to 
remember the next word.
SAY • What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus. This key 
passage comes from one of the earliest sermons ever 
preached by the apostles. Peter spoke these words 
when he and John were in trouble for healing a 
man and preaching about Jesus. They wanted the 
Pharisees to understand the truth of the gospel. 
When we understand the story of the Bible, it’s 
important to teach other people that story. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 16. Use 
the New Testament Mediterranean Map to point out a few 
of the places Paul and Silas visited, such as Philippi and 
Thessalonica. (C5; C4)

• Key Passage Poster
• paper plate
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Where did Paul and Silas meet Lydia? (outside the city 

gate in Philippi, Acts 16:12-14)
2. What did Paul and Silas do in prison? (pray and sing 

hymns to God, Acts 16:25) 
3. What did the jailer ask Paul and Silas after God 

rescued them with an earthquake? (“What must I do 
to be saved?” Acts 16:30)

4. How is anyone saved? Guide kids to discuss Paul and 
Silas’ response to the jailer’s question about salvation. 
Lead kids to understand that faith is all we need for 
salvation, and remind them that after salvation, the 
Holy Spirit helps us obey God in love. 

5. Who can be saved? Guide kids to see that Lydia, the 
slave girl, the jailer, and the people of Athens were 
all very different—yet they all had the opportunity to 
be saved by faith. Paul and Silas preached the same 
message to everyone. Everyone who has faith in Jesus 
will be saved.

6. Why does God save people? Guide kids to see that 
God’s plan to save people glorifies Him and shows 
His love to the world. Help kids understand that God 
doesn’t save us because He needs us [see Acts 18:24-25] 
but rather because His love and power are so great He 
chooses to use us in His plan to glorify Himself. 

SAY • Paul and Silas planted new churches. They told 
all kinds of people the same message of good news: 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again to rescue us 
from sin. Everyone who believes in Him will be 
saved. God’s love for us is powerful, and He will save 
everyone who has faith.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Make a poster
SAY • One famous quote from missionary William 

Carey is, “Expect great things from God; attempt 
great things for God.” What do you think that 
means?

Discuss the meaning of this phrase and how it might relate 
to kids. Write the phrase on a poster board, with the first 
part of the phrase at the top and second part in the middle.

Encourage kids to write on the poster what great things 
they can expect from God and what great things they can 
attempt for God. If your group is large, make two posters.
Display the poster in your room or in your church.

OPTION 2: One true God
Write on separate index cards the names of various false 
gods from ancient religious traditions, such as Zeus, Saturn, 
Osiris, or Odin. On one card write The One True God. Place 
all the cards face down in the middle of the room and form 
two teams of kids. The teams will stand on opposite sides 
of the room and take turns sending players to the middle to 
grab one card without looking at it. The first team to return 
the card reading The One True God wins.
SAY • In Athens, Paul saw that many people had idols to 

worship false gods. Throughout history, humans 
have invented many different false gods to try to 
understand the universe and make sense of their 
lives. All along the one true God has been working in 
the world to spread the truth of His love to us. 

Paul and Silas planted new churches as they 
told people what the Bible is about and those people 
believed. What is the Bible about? The Bible is the 

• poster board
• markers

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• index cards
• pen
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story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 190

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 192

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 198

Unit 33 • Session 3

Unit 33 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Galatians 1–3

STORY POINT:  
Believers are saved and  

grow in godliness by faith in Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Acts 4:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is 
the story of God’s plan to save people 

through Jesus.

No Other Gospel
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3

LEADER Bible Study
During his second missionary journey, Paul started several churches in 
Galatia. Some time later, false teachers crept into these churches and 
began teaching that there was more to salvation than faith in Jesus. They 
said that obeying the law of Moses was essential too. 

Many of the Galatian believers became confused and believed the lies of 
the false teachers. They turned away from the gospel Paul had shared with 
them. Paul wrote a letter—the Book of Galatians—to correct them and 
reemphasize a proper understanding of the gospel. 

Paul asked the Galatians how their salvation could be started by an act 
of the Holy Spirit but then completed by their own conduct. That was 
foolishness! What the Holy Spirit began, He would also complete.

Jesus’ half-brother James had written a letter to early believers, concerned 
about Christians’ interpreting grace to mean they didn’t have to obey 
God. In Galatians, Paul addressed the opposite problem: Christians who 
focused so much on obedience that they forgot grace. 

James’ message was that grace will always lead to obedience. Paul’s message 
compliments James’ message: Obedience is impossible apart from grace. 
Grace and obedience work together in perfect harmony. 

This week’s session provides a wonderful opportunity to help your kids 
understand that obedience matters. The Bible is full of instructions and 
commands that we are to obey; however, the beauty of the gospel is that 
our ability to obey comes not through our own effort but through the 
Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit changes our minds and hearts so that we want to obey 
God, and He also empowers us to obey. All of salvation—from first 
trusting to faithful obedience—is God’s gift to us through Jesus.
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No Other Gospel
Galatians 1–3

During his second missionary journey, Paul started several churches 
in an area called Galatia (guh LAY shuh). Later, Paul wrote a letter to 
these churches because they were facing a big problem. The Galatian 

Christians had believed the gospel Paul preached to 
them, but false teachers had come preaching 

a different message, and the Galatians 
started to believe those lies!

The false teachers taught that 
to be saved, a person needed 

more than just faith in Jesus. 
They said you had to obey 
the law of Moses too. The 
believers in Galatia were 
confused. These new teachers 
seemed trustworthy. So what 
was right? Paul wrote them a 
letter to stop their confusion.

Paul told the believers he 
was amazed that they turned 

away from God so quickly. False 
teachers gave them a different 

message, and they accepted it. But 
that message was not the gospel. Paul 

said that God will punish anyone who 
comes preaching a different message than the 

gospel He gave us through His Son, Jesus.
Paul reminded the Galatians of what God had done for him. 

Before Paul met Jesus, Paul persecuted believers. Jesus appeared to 
Paul and called him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. Jesus 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Point to posters: 
Write The Gospel 
and The Law on two 
posters. Point to 
each as the story 
corresponds to the 
teachings of Paul 
or those of false 
teachers.

• Change your 
tone: Think about 
how Paul might 
have sounded if he 
was speaking to the 
Galatians face to 
face, urging them to 
not fall for the lies 
of the false teachers. 
Reflect his urgency 
and seriousness in 
your tone as you tell.

The BIBLE Story
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No Other Gospel
Galatians 1–3

During his second missionary journey, Paul started several churches 
in an area called Galatia (guh LAY shuh). Later, Paul wrote a letter to 
these churches because they were facing a big problem. The Galatian 

Christians had believed the gospel Paul preached to 
them, but false teachers had come preaching 

a different message, and the Galatians 
started to believe those lies!

The false teachers taught that 
to be saved, a person needed 

more than just faith in Jesus. 
They said you had to obey 
the law of Moses too. The 
believers in Galatia were 
confused. These new teachers 
seemed trustworthy. So what 
was right? Paul wrote them a 
letter to stop their confusion.

Paul told the believers he 
was amazed that they turned 

away from God so quickly. False 
teachers gave them a different 

message, and they accepted it. But 
that message was not the gospel. Paul 

said that God will punish anyone who 
comes preaching a different message than the 

gospel He gave us through His Son, Jesus.
Paul reminded the Galatians of what God had done for him. 

Before Paul met Jesus, Paul persecuted believers. Jesus appeared to 
Paul and called him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. Jesus 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Point to posters: 
Write The Gospel 
and The Law on two 
posters. Point to 
each as the story 
corresponds to the 
teachings of Paul 
or those of false 
teachers.

• Change your 
tone: Think about 
how Paul might 
have sounded if he 
was speaking to the 
Galatians face to 
face, urging them to 
not fall for the lies 
of the false teachers. 
Reflect his urgency 
and seriousness in 
your tone as you tell.

changed Paul, and Paul dedicated his life to serving Jesus. 
Paul knew the gospel: Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners. This good news is for Jews and Gentiles, and 
Jesus is all they need. 

Paul told the Galatians they were foolish. He urged 
them to think. Did they receive the Holy Spirit because 
they obeyed the laws? No! Did they receive the Holy Spirit 
because they heard the gospel and believed by faith? Yes!

Paul wanted to make this clear: Every believer 
becomes a Christian by faith in Jesus. Every believer 
continues as a Christian by faith. No matter what any 
person says otherwise, no one can be saved by the law.

Christ Connection: All of salvation—from first trusting to 
faithful obedience—is God’s gift to us through Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit changes our minds and hearts so that we want to obey 
God, and He gives us power to obey. Our righteousness does not 
come through faith in ourselves but through faith in Jesus.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: No Other Gospel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 1–3
STORY POINT: Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they disobeyed their parents or guardians. What did they 
do? How did their parents react?
SAY • Obeying your parents is important to show them you 

love them and love God. But you cannot be saved 
from sin by obeying your parents. Salvation comes 
only from faith in Jesus. But faith is more than 
just a one time thing that saves us. Today we will 
learn about the ways faith also pushes us to grow in 
godliness after we are saved.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Extra Silly” activity page. Kids 
will cross out the elements added to the picture that don’t 
belong.
SAY • Adding all those silly elements to the picture didn’t 

help make it more accurate. Today we will learn 
about a time Paul warned believers about trying to 
earn salvation by adding good works.

• “Extra Silly” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Additive art
Give each kid a sheet of paper and crayons, markers, or 
colored pencils. Each kid will create a work of art and pass 
it to another kid, who will add to the art. Keep passing until 
each artwork has been added to by every kid. Return all 
artworks to the original owners. 
SAY • Having others add to your art may have felt a little 

frustrating. Today we will learn about a time Paul 
was frustrated because people were trying to add 
requirements to salvation besides just faith.

OPTION 2: Masking tape maze
Use masking tape to outline a winding path on the floor 
that includes dead ends. Allow the kids to take turns finding 
their way through the maze. 
SAY • There is only one way through a maze. Similarly, 

there is only one way to get salvation, and that’s 
through Jesus. Let’s learn more about that today.

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• crayons, markers, or 

colored pencils

• masking tape
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a modest cheerleading uniform.]
LEADER • Welcome back, everyone! If you have been 

coming the last few weeks, you may know that 
this is the gym where my cheer squad practices for 
competitions. Some people may think that being 
a cheerleader is easy, but it’s actually hard work. 
It requires lots of training and dedication. Only 
serious athletes will find success as a cheerleader. I 
recently had a teammate who started off strong—he 
completed daily workouts, always attended practice 
and put forth his best effort. Sadly, after a few weeks, 
he began to slack off a bit.

At first he just showed up to practice late. Then he 
started skipping parts of his workouts, and eventually 
he stopped attending any practice sessions at all! 
When he showed up for our competition, he didn’t 
really know any of the routines, and he no longer 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: No Other Gospel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 1–3
STORY POINT: Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
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had the strength needed to do all the jumps and 
tumbling required. We had to cut him from the 
team, but I made sure to remind him that if he ever 
wanted to put in the effort to be the best he can be, 
we’d gladly welcome him back.

Thankfully, salvation isn’t like being on a cheer 
team; Jesus will always hold us close. The faith that 
we start our Christian lives with is the same faith we 
need to continue in our walk with Jesus. Let me tell 
you more about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Who remembers the big picture question and 
answer? [Allow responses.] Good job! What is the 
Bible about? The Bible is the story of God’s plan 
to save people through Jesus. All along, God’s been 
working in the world to tell the wonderful story of 
Jesus, so that we could be saved by faith in His life, 
death, and resurrection. God’s glory and love are 
clearly displayed in all the works He has done for us.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • After the Holy Spirit came to live in Jesus’ 

disciples, they spread the gospel far and wide. Two 
weeks ago, we learned that church leaders agreed 
salvation comes only through faith in Jesus. Then 
we heard how Paul and Silas planted new churches. 
This week, we will hear about a letter Paul wrote to 
believers in Galatia who began to believe they could 
only keep their salvation with good works.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Galatians 1–3. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “No Other Gospel.”
LEADER • The Galatians had heard the real gospel from 

Paul. They knew that it was only by faith they had 
been saved, not by their own ability to obey God. 
However, when false teachers began telling them 
they might lose salvation if they did not work hard to 
obey God, Paul knew they needed to be reminded of 
the truth. Believers are saved and grow in godliness 
by faith in Jesus.

God’s power, grace, and mercy are all we need. We 
begin our lives as Christians by faith, and it is with 
faith that God grows us to be more and more like 
Jesus. Our obedience isn’t something that earns us 
extra love or favor from God. No, our obedience is 
the result of God’s ongoing power, grace, and mercy. 
The Holy Spirit in us allows us to love and obey God 
more each day. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Knowing that our salvation is started and 

continued and finished by Jesus helps us love 
God. There is nothing that we need to do to earn 
salvation. All of salvation—from first trusting to 
faithful obedience—is God’s gift to us through Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit changes our minds and hearts so 
that we want to obey God, and He gives us power to 
obey. Our righteousness does not come through faith 
in ourselves, but through faith in Jesus.

• Bibles
• “No Other Gospel” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 33, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how they can tell if a teaching 
is false. Guide them to discuss how to show appreciation to 
those who teach the truth. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • What is the Bible about? The Bible is 
the story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus. 
If people cannot read the Bible, they don’t know the 
truths of Scripture like our story point: Believers 
are saved and grow in godliness by faith in Jesus. 
This is something we know is true because we read it 
in the Bible. Missionary William Carey spent many 
years translating the Bible into languages so people 
could read it for themselves. Let’s find out more 
about Bible translation.

Play the missions video. Then close in prayer for 
missionaries today who translate the Bible.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Acts 4:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • When Peter spoke the words of this key passage, 

he was talking to religious leaders who hated Jesus. 
Peter was explaining why believers would never stop 
preaching about Jesus. We understand that Jesus 
is the only way to be saved, and that news is too 
important to keep to ourselves. We should want 
more than almost anything to teach people the story 
of the Bible. 

• “Unit 33, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Translating the 
Bible” missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “In No One Else 

(Acts 4:12)” song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Each person is a sinner. None of us could earn 
salvation, and once we are saved, we can rest in 
the knowledge that nothing we do can change our 
salvation. Believers are saved and grow in godliness 
by faith in Jesus. Let’s sing together.

Sing together “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for saving us. Thank You that 

we don’t have to rely on our own strength to save us 
or to grow us. We are helpless without You, and so 
we praise You for loving us despite our sin. Help us 
rest in You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Come, Ye Sinners, 
Poor and Needy” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: No Other Gospel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 1–3
STORY POINT: Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word of the key passage on a separate sticky note 
and place them in a jumbled order on a focal wall. Invite 
the kids to take turns selecting a word to move until the 
passage has been rearranged in the correct order. Then, hide 
the key passage and challenge kids to say it from memory. 
Thank each kid for her efforts and encourage all the kids to 
continue working on the key passage.
SAY • There is no salvation apart from Jesus. No other 

name can save us. That’s the story of the Bible, 
and the foundation of our faith. What is the Bible 
about? The Bible is the story of God’s plan to save 
people through Jesus.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
Galatians 1. Remind them that Galatia was an area of the 
Roman empire. Consider showing the New Testament 
Mediterranean Map to point out the region. (B8–9) Help 
the kids understand the context of the letter: Paul wrote to 
correct false teachers who said Gentiles had to obey all the 
Old Testament laws to be saved. 

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who sent Paul as an apostle? (God did, not any 

human authorities; Gal. 1:1)
2. What did Paul say about changes or additions to the 

gospel? (They are not the gospel, and those who teach 
them are cursed; Gal. 1:7-8)

3. Who preached the gospel to Paul? (Jesus revealed it to 
Paul directly, Gal. 1:11-12)

4. How can we be certain we know the real gospel? 
Guide kids to consider the Bible’s trustworthiness. 
Explain that it has withstood countless attacks from 
people trying to discredit it, and it has always proven 
trustworthy. Remind kids that the Bible is God’s Word 
and teaches us everything we need to know about God 
and ourselves to be saved.

5. How should we respond to people who teach things 
that go against the Bible? Help kids see that we should 
always stand up for the truth. Remind them that we can 
love a person while still correcting his message if he is 
wrong. How we correct false teachers can communicate 
God’s love in our lives.

6. How should we respond if someone accuses us of 
believing a “false gospel”? Guide the kids to think 
through how we can show humility by allowing others 
to correct us with the Bible. Remind them that we rely 
on the Bible, not on human teachers. If we believe 
something different from the Bible, we need to be 
corrected. 

SAY • Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith 
in Jesus. We do not obey all the law to earn God’s 
favor. His love for us never changes. After we are 
saved, we grow closer to God by faith.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Translate the message
SAY • What is the Bible about? The Bible is the 

story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus. 
We learned that missionary William Carey translated 
the Bible into many Indian languages. 

Let’s try to translate this message using emojis or 
little pictures. Maybe one day, God will call you to 
translate His Word into another language so people 
who don’t have the Bible in their language can read 
God’s Word for the first time.

Distribute the translation pages and invite kids to translate 
the message. When they finish, encourage kids to show 
their translations to one another.

OPTION 2: Three-legged race
Help the kids find and stand next to a partner. Use 
bandannas to tie each pair of kids’ inside legs together. 
Challenge the kids to rush from one end of the room to the 
other while tethered in this way.
SAY • To win a three-legged race, you have to work together 

with your partner. You can’t just untie yourself and 
go on your own. You must end the race the same way 
you begin it. Otherwise, you will be disqualified!

In a similar way, we cannot continue our journey 
of faith on our own strength. We are saved by faith, 
and our good works cannot add to or take away 
from our salvation. The false teachers in Galatia 
were trying to add burdens of obeying the law onto 
believers, and Paul wanted them to know the truth: 
Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith 
in Jesus. 

• “Translate the 
Message” printable

• colored pencils or 
crayons

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• bandannas
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Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 206

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 208

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 214

Unit 33 • Session 4

Unit 33 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1–2 Thessalonians

STORY POINT:  
Paul told the church to stand firm  

as we wait for Jesus’ return.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Acts 4:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is 
the story of God’s plan to save people 

through Jesus.

Paul Gave Hope
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4

LEADER Bible Study
Consider how your life would change if you knew the future—if you could 
accurately predict the weather or outcomes of baseball games. If you could 
know how your life is going to turn out, would you live today differently? 
In the bigger picture of God’s plan for the world, we do know the future. 
God reveals the outcome of His plan for humanity in His Word. 

In the Book of 1 Thessalonians, Paul wrote about the future to encourage 
believers facing persecution. Their hope as believers then is the same as our 
hope as believers today. We look forward to a final resurrection, the return 
of Jesus, and the judgment of the world.

Around AD 50, the city of Thessalonica was filled with those who 
worshiped idols, Greek and Roman gods, and even the Roman emperor 
himself. So when Paul started a church there, he quickly faced persecution 
and was forced to flee the city. Even though he could not return, Paul still 
loved the young church and was concerned for them, so he sent Timothy 
to check on the believers.

Timothy reported back with good news—though the church was suffering 
from persecution, they were holding tightly to their faith. They did have 
some misunderstandings about Christianity, especially the return of Jesus, 
but they were working hard for the Lord. Paul wrote a letter to encourage 
the believers and to clear up misunderstandings about the future and what 
happens when Christians die. 

Perhaps Paul’s greatest message was about the return of Jesus. On that 
day, Paul said, believers will be freed from their sufferings. On the Day of 
the Lord, Jesus will return for His people and judge the wicked. That’s a 
promise we can still claim today.

Paul’s letter gave believers hope. The hope we find in the Bible is stronger 
than just wanting something to happen; biblical hope is expecting with 
confidence because we know God is faithful and true.
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Paul Gave Hope
1–2 Thessalonians

About 20 years after Jesus died on the cross and rose again, Paul 
traveled to the city of Thessalonica. The people there worshiped 
idols. Some of them even worshiped the Roman emperor. Paul told 

the people the good news about Jesus, and many people 
believed in Jesus. Paul started the church in 

Thessalonica, but some people did not 
like Paul or his teachings and they 

forced him out of the city.
Paul worried about the 

people in Thessalonica. They 
had not been believers for 
very long. So Paul sent 
his friend Timothy to see 
how they were doing. 
Timothy brought back 
good news. Even though the 
Thessalonians faced suffering 
for their faith, they did not 

give up. Paul wrote a letter 
to encourage the believers. He 

told them that Jesus will return 
someday. On that day, Paul said, 

believers will no longer suffer! This 
message gave them great hope.

Paul wrote to help the believers in 
Thessalonica know what is true and to teach them 

what happened to friends who had died. Believers can grieve with hope. 
Because Jesus died and rose again, God would bring with Him those 
who had died—if they trusted in Jesus.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use a 
flannelgraph: Use 
a flannelgraph to 
tell the story while 
showing what the 
people in the story did 
and where they went. 

• Use figurines: 
Use figurines for 
each person in 
the story. Show a 
figure representing 
Paul walking on a 
Bible times map 
to Thessalonica. 
Then show a figure 
representing Timothy 
being sent to 
Thessalonica by Paul. 

The BIBLE Story

204 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 33 • Session 4



Paul Gave Hope
1–2 Thessalonians

About 20 years after Jesus died on the cross and rose again, Paul 
traveled to the city of Thessalonica. The people there worshiped 
idols. Some of them even worshiped the Roman emperor. Paul told 

the people the good news about Jesus, and many people 
believed in Jesus. Paul started the church in 

Thessalonica, but some people did not 
like Paul or his teachings and they 

forced him out of the city.
Paul worried about the 

people in Thessalonica. They 
had not been believers for 
very long. So Paul sent 
his friend Timothy to see 
how they were doing. 
Timothy brought back 
good news. Even though the 
Thessalonians faced suffering 
for their faith, they did not 

give up. Paul wrote a letter 
to encourage the believers. He 

told them that Jesus will return 
someday. On that day, Paul said, 

believers will no longer suffer! This 
message gave them great hope.

Paul wrote to help the believers in 
Thessalonica know what is true and to teach them 

what happened to friends who had died. Believers can grieve with hope. 
Because Jesus died and rose again, God would bring with Him those 
who had died—if they trusted in Jesus.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use a 
flannelgraph: Use 
a flannelgraph to 
tell the story while 
showing what the 
people in the story did 
and where they went. 

• Use figurines: 
Use figurines for 
each person in 
the story. Show a 
figure representing 
Paul walking on a 
Bible times map 
to Thessalonica. 
Then show a figure 
representing Timothy 
being sent to 
Thessalonica by Paul. 

On the day that Jesus returns, the Lord Himself will 
come down from heaven with a shout. Those believers who 
have died will be raised to life first. Then believers who are 
still alive will be raised up together to meet the Lord. We 
will live with Him forever!

No one knows when Jesus will come again. The Day 
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night, when you 
do not expect it. So be ready. God has promised us eternal 
life; He has saved us through His Son, Jesus. Whether we 
are alive or dead when Jesus returns, He will bring us all 
home with Him forever. So continue to encourage each 
other because we have this future hope.

Christ Connection: The prophets in the Old Testament 
told about the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come 
to judge the world and save His people. Paul said that in the 
future, on the Day of the Lord, Jesus will return for His people 
and judge the wicked. Believers live with hope, knowing that 
Jesus will come again.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians
STORY POINT: Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait for Jesus’ 

return.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss what they 
would do if they could tell the future.
SAY • It may seem like a cool trick to be able to tell the 

future, but the future is only for God to know. Today 
we will learn about a time Paul wrote a letter to 
remind God’s people to trust Him even though they 
didn’t know what would happen in the future. How 
do you think we can show we trust God?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “The Winding Road” activity 
page. Kids will follow the winding trails to help Timothy 
find his way to Thessalonica. 
SAY • Today we will learn about a letter Paul wrote to 

the believers in Thessalonica. Paul said that he was 
sending Timothy to help lead them. They were 
struggling to believe that Jesus was really coming 
back someday. What do you think Paul told them?

• “The Winding Road” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: One foot marathon
Challenge the kids to all stand on one foot. You may use a 
stopwatch to time who can stand in this way the longest. 
SAY • Standing on just one foot is difficult. If you aren’t 

careful, you can lose your balance and tip over. The 
longer you stand that way, the more likely it is that 
you will lose your balance. Today we will learn about 
a group of believers who were losing faith because of 
how long they had been waiting. Paul wrote them a 
letter to help teach them how to wait well.

OPTION 2: Balloon bop
Inflate a balloon. Challenge the kids to keep it in the air as 
long as possible. If your group has kids who are “hogging” 
the balloon, institute a rule that no kid after bopping the 
balloon can bop the balloon again until every other kid has 
bopped it. 
SAY • It took patience and perseverance and teamwork 

to keep that balloon up in the air. Today we will 
learn about something else that takes patience, 
perseverance, and teamwork. Paul told the 
Thessalonians all about it.

Transition to teach the story

• stopwatch (optional)

• Allergy Alert
• balloon
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a modest cheerleading uniform.]
LEADER • Hi friends. I’m glad you were able to return to 

the gym this week. We’ve got a big cheer competition 
coming up, and my whole team has been working 
very hard on a special new routine. It ends with 
a human pyramid, on top of which our smallest 
member will do a really difficult pike jump. It’s tricky 
and can be very dangerous if the base of the pyramid 
isn’t solid. Thankfully, our team has been really 
working hard to have a sturdy, rock-solid pyramid 
base. We’ve done a lot of strength and endurance 
training, and at this point, we are ready to try the 
routine all together.

You know, in some ways, thinking about the 
human pyramid reminds me of our Bible story this 
week. It’s about the importance of standing firm in 
your faith. Just as a cheer routine can fall apart—

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians
STORY POINT: Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait for Jesus’ 

return.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.
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literally—if the base of the pyramid isn’t standing 
firm, the life of a believer can begin to fall apart if she 
doesn’t have a firm foundation in her faith. And the 
way to know the foundation of our faith is the Bible!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • That brings us to the big picture question: 
What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 
God’s plan to save people through Jesus. Without 
the Bible, we wouldn’t have God’s perfect message 
preserved for us generation after generation. It’s 
vital to understand the message of the Bible so we 
can respond to it by putting our faith in Jesus. If we 
make the mistake of thinking the Bible is primarily 
about us, about people, then we will be distracted 
from our purpose of glorifying God.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • The early church needed a firm foundation too. 

Since the New Testament hadn’t been written yet, 
the church leaders had to gather to remember all the 
things Jesus had taught them about God and the 
Old Testament scriptures concerning Him. They 
agreed that salvation comes only through faith in 
Jesus. Paul and Silas planted new churches based 
on that firm foundational truth. Sadly, false teachers 
still tried to lead people away from God by adding 
to the gospel. We cannot earn salvation with works. 
Believers are saved and grow in godliness by faith 
in Jesus. Believers also faced hard times, and many 

• Giant Timeline
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people began to struggle with doubt as they saw days, 
weeks, and years pass without Jesus’ return. Paul 
wrote a letter to some believers to help them trust 
Jesus’ timing.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1–2 Thessalonians. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Paul Gave Hope.”
LEADER • Sometimes it is easy to assume that our 

understanding of God is complete. But the truth is, 
God will always be beyond what we can understand. 
That’s why His timing doesn’t usually line up with 
how we think it should. The promise that Jesus 
would return left some believers thinking that He 
would be back from heaven after only a few months. 
Surely by the end of their lives. But from our 
perspective, it has been a long time and Jesus still 
hasn’t returned. That’s why we must remember that 
God’s timing is perfect, even if it is very different 
from ours. Thousands of years are nothing to God. 

Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait for 
Jesus’ return. We will face persecution and various 
difficulties, but that doesn’t mean Jesus has left us. 
God uses our trials to make us more like Jesus. We 
can learn patience and humility as we remember to 
trust in God and wait for Him to show us His plans.

Christ connection
LEADER • The prophets in the Old Testament told about 

the Day of the Lord, a day when God would come 
to judge the world and save His people. Paul said 

• Bibles
• “Paul Gave Hope” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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that in the future, on the Day of the Lord, Jesus will 
return for His people and judge the wicked. Believers 
live with hope, knowing that Jesus will come again.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 33, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about when Jesus will return. Guide 
them to discuss what they think will be the best part about 
Jesus’ return.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Cut apart the William Carey fact strips and 
distribute them to volunteers.
LEADER • Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait 

for Jesus’ return. Sometimes missionaries might feel 
lonely or discouraged, but they have hope that Jesus 
is coming back one day! That is the reason to keep 
spreading the gospel. Let’s learn a few more facts 
about missionary William Carey who was a great 
missionary.

Prompt the volunteers to read the fact strips aloud. Discuss 
challenges missionaries may face. Then pray for any 
missionaries your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Acts 4:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Peter spoke these words to religious leaders who 

hated hearing the truth. But that didn’t stop Peter 
and the other apostles from carrying the good news 
all over the world. There is no way to be saved from 
sin apart from Jesus. That’s what the whole Bible is 

• “Unit 33, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “William Carey Fact 
Strips” printable

• scissors

• Key Passage Poster
• “In No One Else 

(Acts 4:12)” song
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about! What is the Bible about? The Bible is the 
story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God wants us to stand firm in our faith and tell 
the whole world the good news of Jesus.

Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for all you do for us. Help us 

love You and stand firm in our faith while we wait on 
Your perfect timing. Please let Jesus come soon and 
repair all that sin has broken. In the meantime, give 
us strength to obey You out of love. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Gave Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1–2 Thessalonians
STORY POINT: Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait for Jesus’ 

return.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 4:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the Bible about? The Bible is the story of 

God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write the key passage on a sheet of paper 
and cut apart the words. Prepare enough sets so that each 
kid in your group will have at least one slip of paper with a 
word. In the session, pass out the slips and encourage each 
kid to draw a picture on the back to help her remember her 
word. Collect the slips, and see if the kids can say the key 
passage using only the pictures to guide them. Then allow 
volunteers to say the passage from memory. Thank each 
kid for his efforts and encourage all the kids to continue 
working on memorizing the key passage.
SAY • Jesus is the only One who can save us. Unless we 

have faith in Him, we cannot be saved from sin. 
That’s why it is important to be firmly rooted in the 
Bible—so we can know what it is about and teach it 
to others. What is the Bible about? The Bible is the 
story of God’s plan to save people through Jesus.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
1 Thessalonians. Remind the kids that this book is part of 
the Paul’s Letters division of the New Testament.

• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• scissors
• pen
• pencils

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What news did Timothy bring to Paul about the 

Thessalonians? (good news about their faith and love, 
1 Thess. 3:6)

2. What happens to believers who die before Jesus 
returns? (They will rise again and be with God; 
1 Thess. 4:13-14)

3. How did Paul tell the Thessalonians to behave while 
they wait for Jesus’ return? (to be self-controlled, 
wearing armor of faith and love and salvation; 
1 Thess. 5:6-7)

4. In what ways does Jesus’ return give us hope? Guide 
the kids to think through what we know about Jesus’ 
return. Remind them that those who die in Christ are 
united with Him in heaven, and all who have faith will 
be raised to life to rule over the earth with Him when 
He returns. Remind them that Jesus’ return will mark 
the end of sin, sadness, and pain.

5. How should we respond to hard times? Guide kids 
to think about how we can show love to those who may 
mock or mistreat us. Help them think about the hope we 
have for the future. Remind them that no difficult time 
can take away the promises of Jesus to return and make 
everything right. 

6. What are some hard times you face? Help the kids 
think through the trials they may face. Be sensitive and 
compassionate, while directing kids to the hope we have 
in Jesus. If any kid in your group discloses abuse or 
neglect, follow all reporting procedures according to the 
laws where you live and your ministry’s protocol.

SAY • Paul told the church to stand firm as we wait for 
Jesus’ return. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Bible languages
Before the session, search online for languages or 

nationalities represented in your city or state. If possible, 
find Bibles in some of these languages at a local library 
or from your church office. You might also look up a few 
Scriptures in other languages online to share with your kids.
SAY • William Carey understood how important it is for 

people to be able to read the Bible in their own 
languages. What is the Bible about? The Bible 
is the story of God’s plan to save people through 
Jesus. Look at these Bibles in other languages. 
How different do they look from the Bible in our 
language?

Encourage kids to look through the Bibles in other 
languages. Tell them about some of the languages spoken in 
your area.

Option: Consider hosting a church-wide collection for 
Bibles in other languages to distribute in your community. 
Let kids be a part of the planning, collection and 
distribution. Talk with your church staff about the best way 
to make this a church-wide missions project.

OPTION 2: Be ready
Help the kids form pairs. Each pair of kids will stand or sit 
facing one another. One kid will hold his hands, palms up, 
in front of himself. His partner will place her hands, palms 
down, on his. His goal is to quickly tap his partner’s hands 
before she can move them. Each time he successfully taps 
the back of her hands, they will switch roles so that her 
hands are palms up on bottom and she is trying to tap his 
hands quickly. 

• Bibles in different 
languages

• list of languages 
spoken in your city 
or state
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SAY • In that game, you had to be ready all the time in case 
your partner moved to tap your hands. If you weren’t 
ready, you’d get caught every time! In a way, that can 
help us think about Jesus’ return.

Jesus isn’t waiting in heaven trying to catch us 
off guard, but the Bible does say that His return 
will be unexpected. Paul told the church to stand 
firm as we wait for Jesus’ return. Standing firm 
in our faith means knowing the truth, teaching 
the truth to others, and being willing to face even 
harsh persecution in order to defend the truth from 
people who want to twist or change the gospel to say 
something untrue about Jesus or the Bible. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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Volume 1: In the Beginning
Unit 1: God Created Everything
Session 1: God Created the World (Genesis 1)
Session 2: God Created People (Genesis 1–2)
Session 3: Sin Entered the World (Genesis 3)
Session 4: Noah and the Ark (Genesis 6–9)
Session 5: The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)
Session 6: The Suffering of Job (Job)

Unit 2: God Formed a Nation
Session 1: God’s Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12; 15; 17)
Session 2: Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22)
Session 3: Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 24)
Session 4: God’s Promise to Isaac (Genesis 25–26)

Unit 3: The Nation Grew
Session 1: Jacob and Esau (Genesis 27–28)
Session 2: Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 29–31)
Session 3: Jacob’s New Name (Genesis 32–33)

Volume 2: Out of Egypt
Unit 4: God’s People in Egypt
Session 1: Joseph Sent to Egypt (Genesis 37)
Session 2: Joseph Explained Dreams (Genesis 39–41)
Session 3: Joseph Saved His Family (Genesis 42–46; 50)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Isaiah 9; Luke 2)
Session 4: Moses Was Born and Called (Exodus 1–4)
Session 5: The Plagues and the Passover (Exodus 5–12)
Session 6: The Red Sea Crossing (Exodus 13–15)

Unit 5: Toward the Promised Land
Session 1: Bread from Heaven (Exodus 15–17)
Session 2: Jethro Helped Moses (Exodus 18)
Session 3: The Ten Commandments (Exodus 19–20)
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Unit 6: Worship in the Wilderness
Session 1: The Golden Calf (Exodus 32; 34)
Session 2: The Tabernacle Was Built (Exodus 35–40)
Session 3: Rules for Sacrifice (Leviticus)

Volume 3: Into the Promised Land
Unit 7: Wandering in the Wilderness
Session 1: Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 13–14)
Session 2: The Bronze Snake (Numbers 20–21)
Session 3: Balaam and Balak (Numbers 22–24)
Session 4: Moses’ Farewell (Deuteronomy 31–34)

Unit 8: Conquering the Land
Session 1: Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 1–4)
Session 2: The Battle of Jericho (Joshua 2; 6)
Session 3: Taking the Land (Joshua 10–11; 24)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28)

Unit 9: The Cycle of Judges
Session 1: Israel’s Unfaithfulness (Judges 1–3)
Session 2: Deborah and Barak (Judges 4–5)
Session 3: Gideon (Judges 6–8)
Session 4: Samson (Judges 13–16)
Session 5: Ruth and Boaz (Ruth)

Volume 4: The Kingdom Provided
Unit 10: Samuel and King Saul
Session 1: Hannah and Samuel (1 Samuel 1–3)
Session 2: The Ark Was Captured (1 Samuel 4–6)
Session 3: Israel’s First King (1 Samuel 8–15)

Unit 11: Great King David
Session 1: David Was Anointed (1 Samuel 16–17)
Session 2: David Showed Mercy (1 Samuel 24)
Session 3: God’s Covenant with David (2 Samuel 6–7)
Session 4: David’s Kindness (2 Samuel 9)
Session 5: David Sinned and Was Restored (2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51)
Session 6: David’s Psalm (Psalm 23)
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Unit 12: Wise King Solomon
Session 1: Solomon Asked for Wisdom (1 Kings 2–3)
Session 2: Wisdom for God’s People (Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs)
Session 3: Solomon Built the Temple (1 Kings 6–8)
Session 4: The Kingdom Divided (1 Kings 11–12)

Volume 5: A Nation Divided
Unit 13: Elijah and Elisha
Session 1: Elijah and the Widow (1 Kings 17)
Session 2: Elijah at Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18–19)
Session 3: Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2)
Session 4: Elisha and the Army (2 Kings 6)

Unit 14: The Northern Kingdom of Israel
Session 1: Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh (Jonah)
Session 2: Hosea, Prophet to Israel (Hosea)
Session 3: Israel Taken Captive (2 Kings 17)

Unit 15: The Southern Kingdom of Judah
Session 1: Isaiah, Prophet to Judah (Isaiah 6; 53)
Session 2: Hezekiah and Josiah (2 Chronicles 29; 34–35)
Session 3: Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah (Jeremiah)
Session 4: Habakkuk the Prophet (Habakkuk)
Session 5: Judah Taken Captive (2 Chronicles 36)
Session 6: Ezekiel Gave Hope (Ezekiel 37)

Volume 6: A People Restored
Unit 16: Hope in Exile
Session 1: The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)
Session 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 4)
Session 3: Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (Matthew 1)
Session 4: Daniel’s Dream (Daniel 7)
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Unit 17: Return to the Land
Session 1: Obadiah the Prophet (Obadiah)
Session 2: The Captives Came Home (Ezra 1–3)
Session 3: The Temple Was Rebuilt (Ezra 4–6; Haggai)
Session 4: Zechariah the Prophet (Zechariah)

Unit 18: The People Restored
Session 1: Esther Saved Her People (Esther)
Session 2: The Walls Rebuilt (Nehemiah 1–6)
Session 3: God’s People Repented (Nehemiah 8–13)
Session 4: Malachi the Prophet (Malachi)

Volume 7: Jesus the Messiah
Unit 19: Into the World
Session 1: From Adam to Jesus (Matthew 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Session 2: John Was Born (Luke 1)
Session 3: Jesus Was Born (Luke 2)
Session 4: Jesus Was Dedicated (Luke 2)
Session 5: Jesus as a Child (Matthew 2; Luke 2)

Unit 20: Prepare the Way
Session 1: Jesus’ Baptism (Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28; 1 Corinthians 15)
Session 2: Jesus’ Temptation (Matthew 4; Mark 1; Luke 4)
Session 3: John Pointed to Jesus (Matthew 3; John 1; 3)
Session 4: Jesus Called Disciples (Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6)

Unit 21: Among the People
Session 1: Jesus’ Early Miracles (Mark 1)
Session 2: Jesus Taught in Nazareth (Luke 4)
Session 3: Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3)
Session 4: Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 4)
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Volume 8: Jesus the Servant
Unit 22: Jesus the Healer
Session 1: Jesus Healed Ten Men (Luke 17)
Session 2: Jesus Healed a Woman and a Girl (Mark 5)
Session 3: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Lame (John 5)
Session 4: Jesus Healed a Man Who Was Blind (John 9)

Unit 23: Jesus the Teacher
Session 1: The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7)
Session 2: The Cost of Following Jesus (Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14)
Session 3: Jesus Taught About Prayer (Luke 11; 18)
Session 4: Jesus Taught About Possessions (Luke 12)
Session 5: The Good Shepherd (John 10)

Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker
Session 1: Jesus Calmed a Storm (Matthew 8; Mark 4; Luke 8)
Session 2: Jesus Fed a Crowd (Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6)
Session 3: Jesus Walked on Water (Matthew 14; Mark 6; John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Showed His Glory (Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9)

Volume 9: Jesus the Savior
Unit 25: The Kingdom to Come
Session 1: Kingdom Parables (Matthew 13)
Session 2: Three Parables (Luke 15)
Session 3: Jesus’ Hard Teachings (John 6)
Session 4: Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11)

Unit 26: To the Cross
Session 1: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12)
Session 2: Jesus Was Questioned (Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20)
Session 3: The Last Supper (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 13)
Session 4: Jesus Was Arrested (Matthew 26–27)
Session 5: Jesus’ Crucifixion (Matthew 26–27; John 18–19)

222 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 33 • Session 4



Unit 27: Out of the Grave
Session 1: Jesus’ Resurrection (Matthew 28; John 20)
Session 2: The Emmaus Disciples (Luke 24)
Session 3: Jesus Appeared to the Disciples (Luke 24; John 20 )
Session 4: Jesus Returned to Heaven (Matthew 28; Acts 1)

Volume 10: The Mission Begins
Unit 28: The Holy Spirit Empowers
Session 1: The Holy Spirit Came (Acts 2)
Session 2: Peter Healed a Man (Acts 3–4)
Christmas: Jesus Was Born (John 1)
Session 3: Faithful in Hard Times (1 Peter 1–2)
Session 4: Living Like Jesus (2 Peter 1)

Unit 29: The Early Church
Session 1: Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 4–5)
Session 2: Stephen’s Sermon (Acts 6–7)
Session 3: The Good News (Romans 5–6)
Session 4: Doers of the Word (James 1–2)

Unit 30: The Church Grew
Session 1: Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8)
Session 2: Paul Met Jesus (Acts 8–9)
Session 3: New Life in Jesus (Colossians 2–3)
Session 4: Guarding the Truth (2 Corinthians 11)

Volume 11: The Church United
Unit 31: From Jews to Gentiles
Session 1: Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)
Session 2: Barnabas in Antioch (Acts 11)
Session 3: Jesus Is Better (Hebrews 1–8)
Session 4: The Hall of Faith (Hebrews 11)
Easter: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26–28; John 20)
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Unit 32: Making Disciples
Session 1: Peter Escaped from Prison (Acts 12)
Session 2: Paul’s First Journey (Acts 13–14)
Session 3: The Church Divided (1 Corinthians 1–6)
Session 4: Letters to Church Leaders (1–2 Timothy; Titus)

Unit 33: A Firm Foundation
Session 1: The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
Session 2: Paul’s Second Journey (Acts 15–18)
Session 3: No Other the Gospel (Galatians 1–3)
Session 4: Paul Gave Hope (1–2 Thessalonians)

Volume 12: All Things New
Unit 34: Fight the Good Fight
Session 1: Paul’s Third Journey (Acts 18–21)
Session 2: Paul Was Arrested (Acts 21–23)
Session 3: Together in Jesus (Ephesians 2–3)
Session 4: Running the Race (Philippians 3)

Unit 35: Finishing Strong
Session 1: Paul Before Rulers (Acts 24–26)
Session 2: Paul’s Shipwreck (Acts 27–28)
Session 3: Brothers in Christ (Philemon)
Session 4: Children of God (1 John 2–3)
Session 5: Defending the Faith (Jude)

Unit 36: Come, Lord Jesus
Session 1: John’s Vision of Jesus (Revelation 1)
Session 2: Letters to the Seven Churches (Revelation 2–3)
Session 3: Before the Throne (Revelation 4–5)
Session 4: Jesus Will Return (Revelation 19–22)
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Coming 
Next Volume!

All Things New
Paul encouraged believers to grow in their faith and 
look ahead to eternity with Jesus. Throughout his ministry, 
Paul encouraged believers to stand strong in their faith. John, one of Jesus’ 
disciples, shared more of God’s plan to send Jesus again. When Jesus returns, He 
will undo everything that was ruined by sin and He will make everything new and 
right forever.

Running the Race
Philippians 3

Paul Before Rulers
Acts 24–26

Jesus Will Return
Revelation 19–22



DOWNLOAD  the
LIFEWAY KIDS APP

The Gospel Project® for Kids
The Gospel Project® for Kids is a Christ-centered Bible study resource 
that follows a chronological timeline of Bible events—from Genesis to Revelation—
over the course of three years. Each week, these stories come to life through video, 
music, activities, and more as kids connect biblical events to God’s ultimate plan of 
redemption through Christ. It’s the whole Bible like kids have never seen it before! 
Check out these products to supplement The Gospel Project for Kids! 

Classroom Bible - A one-time 
investment! 
The Gospel Project for Kids: Classroom Bible (005803464) 
has been designed to align with The Gospel Project for 
Kids 2018-2021 study plan. Its unique features will help 
point kids to Jesus. The size, cover, and weight make it 
a great fit for any child. At an affordable price point, this 
Bible is great for stocking your ministry’s Bible supply. 
Order yours at LifeWay.com or call Customer Service  
(1-800-458-2772) to find out about bulk discounts.

Great resource for home! 
Access The Gospel Project for Kids: Volume 11: The 
Church United family app inside the LifeWay 
Kids App, available on the iOS App Store or 
Google Play.
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